
 

 

INDIAN & WORLD GEOGRAPHY 

ASTRONOMY  

1. What is the difference between asteroids and comets? (2011) 

1. Asteroids are small rocky planetoids, while comet are formed of 

frozen gases held together by rocky and metallic material. 

2. Asteroids are found mostly between the orbits of Jupiter and Mars, 

while comets are found mostly between Venus and Mercury. 

3. Comets show a perceptible glowing tail, while asteroids do not. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 (b) 1 and 3 

(c) 3  (d) 1,2 and 3 

Ans: B 

The biggest difference between comets and asteroids is what they are 
made of. 
While asteroids consist of metals and rocky material, comets are made 

up of ice, dust, rocky materials and organic compounds. When comets 
get closer to the Sun, they lose material with each orbit because some 

of their ice melts and vaporizes. Asteroids typically remain solid, even 
when near the Sun. 
Right now, the majority of asteroids reside in the asteroid belt, a region 

between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter which may hold millions of 
space rocks of varying sizes. On the other hand, the majority of comets 

are in the farthest reaches of our Solar System: either 1. in the Kuiper 
Belt — a region just outside the orbit of the dwarf planet Pluto that may 
have millions of icy comets (as well as many icy dwarf planets like Pluto 

and Eris); or 2. the Oort Cloud, a region where trillions of comets may 
circle the Sun at huge distances of up to 20 trillion kilometers (13 
trillion miles). 

2. Which one of the following planets has largest number 

of natural satellites or moons? (2009) 

(a) Jupiter (b) Mars 

(c) Saturn (d) Venus 

Ans: C 

. A natural satellite or moon is an astronomical 

body that orbits a planet or minor planet. 
In the Solar System there are 178 known natural satellites which orbit 

within 6 planetary satellite systems. Four IAU-listed dwarf planets are also 
known to have natural satellites: Pluto, Haumea, Makemake, and Eris.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astronomical_body
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astronomical_body
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astronomical_body
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orbit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Planet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minor_planet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_System
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Satellite_system_(astronomy)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Astronomical_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moons_of_Pluto
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moons_of_Haumea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Makemake
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eris_(dwarf_planet)


 

 

Rank Name 
Number of Natural 
Satellites 

1 Jupiter 63 

2 Saturn 60 

3 Uranus 27 

4 Neptune 13 

5 Pluto 3 

6 Mars 2 

7 Earth 1 

8 Venus 0 

9 Mercury 0 

 

3. In order of their distances from the Sun, which of the following planets 

tie between Mars and Uranus? (2008) 

(a) Earth and Jupiter 

(b) Jupiter and Saturn 

(c) Saturn and Earth 

(d) Saturn and Neptune 

 Ans: B 

 
 

4. What is the average distance (approximate) between the 

Sun and the Earth? (2007) 

   (a) 70xl05km (b) 100xl05km 

 (c) 110xl06km (d) 150xl06km 

 Ans: D 
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The distance from Earth to the sun is called an astronomical unit, or AU, 
which is used to measure distances throughout the solar system. The AU 

has been defined as 149,597,870,700 meters (92,955,807 miles). The AU is 
the average distance from the Earth to the sun. Earth makes a complete 

revolution around the sun every 365.25 days — one year. However, Earth's 
orbit is not a perfect circle; it is shaped more like an oval, or an ellipse. Over 
the course of a year, Earth moves sometimes closer to the sun and 

sometimes farther away from the sun. Earth's closest approach to the sun, 
called perihelion, comes in early January and is about 91 million miles (146 
million km). The farthest from the sun Earth gets is called aphelion. It 

comes in early July and is about 94.5 million miles (152 million km). 
 

5. (A): To orbit around the Sun, the planet Mars takes lesser time than 

the time taken by the Earth. (2006)                         (R): The diameter 

of the planet Mars is less than the Earth. 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation ofA. 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A. 

(c) A is true and R is false. 

(d) A is false and R is true. 

 Ans: D 

6. (A): The same face of the Moon is always presented to the Earth. 

(R): The Moon rotates about its own axis in 23 'A days which is about 

the same time that it takes to orbit the Earth. (2005) 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation ofA. 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A. 

(c) A is true but R is false. 

(d) A is false but R is true. 

 Ans: C 

7. (A): Existence of human life on Venus is highly improbable. 

(R): Venus has extremely high level of carbon dioxide in its atmosphere. 

(2005) 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation ofA. 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A. 

(c) A is true but R is false. 

(d) A is false but R is true. 

 Ans: A 

http://www.space.com/54-earth-history-composition-and-atmosphere.html
http://www.space.com/58-the-sun-formation-facts-and-characteristics.html


 

 

 The speculation of life currently existing on Venus decreased 
significantly since the early 1960s, when spacecraft began studying Venus 

and it became clear that the conditions on Venus are extreme compared to 
those on Earth. 

The fact that Venus is located closer to the Sun than Earth, raising 
temperatures on the surface to nearly 735 K (462 °C), the atmospheric 
pressure is 90 times that of Earth, and the extreme impact of 

the greenhouse effect, make water-based life as we know it unlikely on the 
surface of the planet. 

8. Among the following which planet takes maximum time 

for one revolution around the Sun? (2003) 

(a) Earth (b) Jupiter 

(c) Mars (d) Venus 

Ans: B 

 

9. Which one of the following statements is correct with reference to our 

solar system? (2002) 

(a) The Earth is the densest of all the planets in our solar system 

(b) The predominant element in the composition of Earth is silicon 

(c) The Sun contains 75 per cent of the mass of the solar system 

(d) The diameter of the Sun is 190 times than Earth 

 Ans: B 

10. If the stars are seen to rise perpendicular to the horizon 

by an observer, he is located on the (2001) 

(a) Equator (b) Tropic of Cancer 

(c) South Pole (d) North Pole 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenhouse_effect
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life
https://kelltrill.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/planets-distance.png


 

 

Ans: A 

Since the stars do not rise or set, you must be at the North (or South) pole of 
the planet. When you walk to the point where the stars rise and set 

perpendicular to the horizon, you are at the equator of the planet 

 

11. A 'black hole' is a body in space which does not allow any radiation to 

come out. This property is due to its (2000) 

(a) Very small size (b) Very large size 

(c) Very high density        (d) Very low density 

Ans: C 

Black  holes are stars which have contracted so much that they have 
developed super density. They are so compact that their gravitational pull is 

very strong ,that even light of radiatons produced by them cannot escape 
them.So they cannot be seen by optical telescopes.A black hole is the 
smallest  and densest object in the universe.Nothing that gets into it can 

ever escape.It can neither crack nor split or decrease in size.It can only grow 
and nothing in universe can stop it from growing. 

 

12. At which one of the following positions shown in the diagram will the 

height of the ocean tide be maximum? (1999) 

(a) M1  (b) M2 

(c) M3   (d) M4 

 Ans: D 

13. One Astronomical unit is the average distance between (1998) 

(a) Earth and the Sun       (b) Earth and the Moon  

(c) Jupiter and the Sun      (d) Pluto and the Sun 

Ans: A 

The distance from Earth to the sun is called an astronomical unit, or AU, 
which is used to measure distances throughout the solar system. The AU 

has been defined as 149,597,870,700 meters (92,955,807 miles). The AU is 
the average distance from the Earth to the sun. Earth makes a complete 
revolution around the sun every 365.25 days — one year. 

 

14. Consider the following statements regarding asteroids: (1998) 

1. Asteroids are rocky debris of varying sizes orbiting the Sun. 

2. Most of the asteroids are small but some have diameter as large as 

1000 km. 

http://www.space.com/54-earth-history-composition-and-atmosphere.html
http://www.space.com/58-the-sun-formation-facts-and-characteristics.html


 

 

3. The orbit of asteroids lies between the orbits of Jupiter and 

Saturn. Of these statements 

(a) 1,2 and 3 are correct 

(b) 2 and 3 are correct 

(c) 1 and 2 are correct 

(d) 1 and 3 are correct 

Ans: C 

Asteroids are small, airless rocky worlds revolving around the sun that are 
too small to be called planets. They are also known as planetoids or minor 
planets. In total, the mass of all the asteroids is less than that of Earth's 

moon. But despite their size, asteroids can be dangerous. Many have hit 
Earth in the past, and more will crash into our planet in the future. That's 

one reason scientists study asteroids and are eager to learn more about 
their numbers, orbits and physical characteristics. If an asteroid is headed 
our way, we want to know that. 

Most asteroids lie in a vast ring between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter. This 
main asteroid belt holds more than 200 asteroids larger than 60 miles (100 
kilometers) in diameter. Scientists estimate the asteroid belt also contains 

more than 750,000 asteroids larger than three-fifths of a mile (1 km) in 
diameter and millions of smaller ones. Not everything in the main belt is an 

asteroid — for instance, comets have recently been discovered there, 
and Ceres, once thought of only as an asteroid, is now also considered a 
dwarf planet. 

 
 

15. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer 

using the codes given below the lists: (1998) 

List I (Special Characteristics) 

A. Smallest planet of the solar system 

B. Largest planet of the solar system 

C. Planet second from the Sun in the solar system 

D. Planet nearest to the Sun 

 List II (Name of the Planet) 

1. Mercury 

2. Venus 

3. Jupiter 

4. Pluto 

5. Saturn 

http://www.space.com/47-mars-the-red-planet-fourth-planet-from-the-sun.html
http://www.space.com/7-jupiter-largest-planet-solar-system.html
http://www.space.com/16105-asteroid-belt.html
http://www.space.com/53-comets-formation-discovery-and-exploration.html
http://www.space.com/22891-ceres-dwarf-planet.html


 

 

Codes: 

 A B C D 

(a) 2 3 5 1 

(b) 3 5 1 2 

(c) 4 1 2 3 

(d) 4 3 2 1 

 

Ans: D 

 

According to NASA, this is the estimated radii of the eight planets in our 
solar system, in order of size. We also have included the radii sizes relative 

to Earth to help you picture them better. 
 
Jupiter (69,911 km / 43,441 miles) – 1,120% the size of Earth 

Saturn (58,232 km / 36,184 miles) – 945% the size of Earth 
Uranus (25,362 km / 15,759 miles) – 400% the size of Earth 
Neptune (24,622 km / 15,299 miles) – 388% the size of Earth 

Earth (6,371 km / 3,959 miles) 
Venus (6,052 km / 3,761 miles) – 95% the size of Earth 

Mars (3,390 km / 2,460 miles) – 53% the size of Earth 
Mercury (2,440 km / 1,516 miles) – 38% the size of Earth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL GEOGRAPHY 

1. What explains the eastward flow of the equatorial counter-current? 

(2015) 

(a) The Earth's rotation on its axis 



 

 

(b) Convergence of the two equatorial currents 

(c) Difference in salinity of water 

(d) Occurrence of the belt of calm near the equator 

Ans: A 

There are two equatorial current flowing from east to west - the North EC 

and South EC. In between the two, there flows a equatorial counter current 
in the opposite direction, i.e from west to east. Now, it is said that piling up 
of waters in the area near Brazil, due to convergence of the two equatorial 

currents give rise to the equatorial counter current. This is because in this 
area due to convergence, the water is raised. 

So, we have an area near Brazil where the water is raised. It will have to 
come down and flow as a current. But in which direction will it come down 
and flow? This is will decided by the direction of Earth‘s rotation. Earth 

rotates from west to east, so the piled up water due to earth‘s rotation will 
come down on its eastern side and will thus flow in the eastward direction. 

 
If however, the earth would have been rotating east to west, the piled up 
water would have come down on the west side. Therefore, essentially its the 

earth‘s rotation that explains the eastward flow of equatorial counter 
current. 

 

2. In the South Atlantic and South-Eastern Pacific regions in tropical 

latitudes, cyclone does not originate. What is the reason? (2015) 

(a) Sea surface temperatures are low 

(b) Inter-Tropical Convergence Zone seldom occurs 

(c) Coriolis force is too weak 

(d) Absence of land in those regions 

Ans: A 

In the south atlantic and the eastern pacific, sea surface temperatures tend 
to run a shade cooler than ideal for tropical cyclone formation even in the 

southern summer resulting in lack of centers of rotation in that area.Hence, 
no cyclones originate in that region. 

 

3. Tides occur in the oceans and seas due to which among the following? 

(2015) 

1. Gravitational force of the Sun 

2. Gravitational force of the Moon 

3. Centrifugal force of the Earth 



 

 

 Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

(a) 1 (b) 2 and 3 

 (c) land 3 (d) 1,2 and 3 

 Ans: D 

Tides refer to the rise and fall of our oceans‘ surfaces. It is caused by the 

attractive forces of the Moon and Sun‘s gravitational fields as well as the 
centrifugal force due to the Earth‘s spin. As the positions of these celestial 
bodies change, so do the surfaces‘ heights. For example, when the Sun and 

Moon are aligned with the Earth, water levels in ocean surfaces fronting 
them are pulled and subsequently rise.The Moon, although much smaller 

than the Sun, is much closer. Now, gravitational forces decrease rapidly as 
the distance between two masses widen. Thus, the Moon‘s gravity has a 
larger effect on tides than the Sun. In fact, the Sun‘s effect is only about half 

that of the Moon‘s.  
 

4. "Each day is more or less the same, the morning is clear 

and bright with a sea breeze; as the Sun climbs high in 

the sky, heat mounts up, dark clouds form, then rain 

comes with thunder and lightning. But rain is soon over." 

Which of the following regions is described in the above 

passage? (2015) 

(a) Savannah (b) Equatorial 

 (c) Monsoon (d) Mediterranean 

 Ans: B 

Regions with this climate experience high temperatures all year round. The 
average monthly temperatures are about 26 – 28 degrees Celsius. The 

annual temperature range (the difference between the average temperature 
of the hottest and coldest months) is very small. The annual temperature 
range may be as low as 3 degrees Celsius. The diurnal or daily temperature 

range (the difference between the highest temperature in the day and the 
lowest temperature at night) is usually greater. Humidity is usually very 

high. 
 
Another major characteristic of this climate is the high rainfall. These 

regions usually experience 2000 mm of rainfall or more in a year. Rainfall is 
high for most of the year. Many equatorial regions are affected by the ITCZ. 
As the ITCZ passes over these areas it brings heavy rainfall and 

thunderstorms. In some areas, the ITCZ causes two periods of very heavy 
rainfall every year. One occurs when the ITCZ crosses these areas on its way 

north and another occurs when it crosses these areas again on its way 
south. The climograph below shows the rainfall and temperature pattern of 



 

 

an area which experiences an equatorial climate. 
 

 

5. Which of the following phenomenas might have influenced die evolution 

of organisms? (2014) 

1. Continental drift 

2. Glacial cycles 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 

(a) 1 (b) 2 

(c) 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: C 

Continental drift: 200 million years ago, that large continent Pangaea starts 
breaking up. Last Glacial cycle ended 15000 years ago. And as per the 
Geological timeline  there were signs of evolution at both stages. Therefore, 

both events  have influenced the evolution. 
 

6. In India, the problem of soil erosion is associated with 

which of the following? (2014) 

1. Terrace cultivation 

2. Deforestation 

3. Tropical climate 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 

(a) 1 and 2 (b) 2 

(c) 1 and 3  (d) 1,2 and 3 

Ans: B 

Tropical climate has less soil erosion than sub tropical climate. Also, terrace 
cultivation reduces soil erosion. So, the reason for soil erosion in India is 
Deforestation. 

 

7. The seasonal reversal of winds is the typical characteristic of (2014) 

(a) Equatorial climate 

(b) Mediterranean climate 

(c) Monsoon climate 

(d) All of the above climates 



 

 

Ans: C 

A monsoon is a seasonal shift in the prevailing wind direction that 

usually brings with it a different kind of weather. It almost always refers 

to the Asian monsoon, a large region extending from India to Southeast 

Asia where monsoon conditions prevail.  During the winter monsoon, a 

persistent and large high pressure zone over Asia drives cool, dry air 

soutward toward the tropics. This provides the monsoon region with its 

dry season. Then during May and June of each year, the summer 

monsoon arrives with persistent southerly wind flow driven by a warm air 

mass with low pressure at the surface that forms over southern Asia as it 

is warmed by the sun. Air from the relatively higher pressure air mass 

over the Indian and tropical western Pacific Ocean flows northward 

toward the low pressure over land, bring with it torrential rains. A late 

arrival of the monsoon can be bad for agriculture, as the monsoon rains 

are necessary for summer crops. 

8. Variations in the length of daytime and nighttime from season to season 

are due to (2013) 

(a) The earth's rotation on its axis 

(b) The earth's revolution round the sun in an elliptical manner 

(c) Latitudinal position of the place 

(d) Revolution of the earth on a tilted axis 

Ans: D 

Had the axis of earth been perfectly perpendicular to the plane of ecliptic, 

the sunrays would have been verticle over the equator all the year round 

and amount of energy received at any place would have remained 

constant throughout the year; hence no change of seasons. Also in that 

situation, the days and nights all over the earth would have been exactly 

equal throughout the year as it happens at the time of equinoxes.so, the 

reason for variation is revolution of earth on a tilted axis. 

9. On the planet earth, most of the freshwater exists as ice caps and 

glaciers. Out of the remaining freshwater, the largest proportion (2013) 

(a) is found in atmosphere as moisture and clouds 



 

 

(b) is found in freshwater lakes and rivers 

(c) exists as groundwater 

(d) exists as soil moisture 

Ans: C 

Out of all the water on Earth, saline water in oceans, seas and saline 

groundwater make up about 97% of it. Only 2.5–2.75% is fresh water, 

including 1.75–2% frozen in glaciers, ice and snow, 0.5–0.75% as fresh 

groundwater and soil moisture, and less than 0.01% of it as surface 

water in lakes, swamps and rivers. 

10. Consider the following: (2013) 

1. Electromagnetic radiation 

2. Geothermal energy 

3. Gravitational force 

4. Plate movements 

5. Rotation of the earth 

6. Revolution of the earth 

Which of the above are responsible for bringing dynamic changes on 

the surface of the earth? 

(a) 1,2, 3 and 4 only 

(b) 1, 3, 5 and 6 only 

(c) 2, 4, 5 and 6 only 

(d) 1,2, 3,4, 5 and 6 only 

Ans: D 

11. Contour bunding is a method of soil conservation used 

in (2013) 

(a) Desert margins, liable to strong wind action 

(b) Low flat plains, close to stream courses, liable to flooding 

(c) Scrublands, liable to spread of weed growth 

(d) None of the above 

Ans: D 

Contour bunding is a proven sustainable land management practice for 

marginal, sloping, and hilly land where the soil productivity is very low. It is 



 

 

widely adopted by the ethnic minorities of Nepal who practice the shifting 

cultivation system of farming. Over generations, they have successfully used 

this technology to control soil erosion, promote water retention, and increase 

crop production. It has a high probability of replication because it is simple 

to implement, is low cost, and makes the maximum use of local resources.

12. Which of the following is/are unique characteristic/ 

characteristics of equatorial forest? (2013) 

1. Presence of tall, closely set terrace with crowns forming a continuous 

canopy 

2. Co-existence of a large number of species 

3. Presence of numerous varieties of epiphytes 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below, 

(a) 1 (b) 2 and 3 

  (c) 1 and 3 (d) 1,2 and 3 

Ans: D 

Equatorial Flora (vegetation) 

 

Vegetation in equatorial regions is comprised of four vertical layers 

starting from the canopy of tree to the ferns on ground. 

The tallest trees can attain a height of 150 feet or above. Trees have 

thick canopies which don't let sunlight to reach the ground. 

There are broad leaved evergreen forests of dense and prolific growth 

of flora as well as fauna. 

All the tree plants strive to reach the light so that they can become 

very tall. 

Beneath the tree canopy, exists a well developed layering of under 

storey vegetation, which is so dense that hardly any light reaches 

ground level. 

The dominant trees are extremely varied in species but have a 

similar appearance, typically characterized by thick buttress roots, 

dark leaves and a thin bark. 

Mahogany, ebony, greenheart and redwood are few major tree 

species. 



 

 

13. The annual range of temperature in the interior of the 

continents is high as compared to coastal areas. What is/ 

are the reason/reasons? (2013) 

1. Thermal difference between land and water 

2. Variation in altitude between continents and oceans 

3. Presence of strong winds in the interior 

4. Heavy rains in the interior as compared to coasts 

  Select the correct answer using the codes given below, 

  (a) 1  (b) 1 and 2 

   (c) 2 and 3 (d) 1,2, 3 and 4 

Ans: A 

Water is bad conductor of heat. Due to this moderating effect of the sea, 

places near coast have low range of temperature and high humidity.The 

places in the interior of continent do not experience moderating effects 

of sea. These places have extreme temperature.  Statement 1 is correct. 

14. During the thunderstorm, the thunder in the skies is 

produced by the (2013) 

1. meeting of cumulonimbus clouds in the sky 

2. lightning that separates the nimbus clouds 

3. violent upward movement of air and water particles Select the correct 

answer using the codes given below. 

(a) 1 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) None of the above produces the thunder 

Ans: A 

 

15. Consider the following factors: (2012) 

1. Rotation of the Earth 

2. Air pressure and wind 

3. Density of ocean water 

4. Revolution of the Earth 



 

 

Which of the above factor influence the ocean currents? 

(a) 1 and 2 (b) 1,2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 4 (d) 1,2 and 4 

Ans: B 

Only the rotation of earth on its own axis play a role in ocean 

currents.revolution around the sun does not influence ocean 

currents. 

16. Normally, the temperature decreases with the increase in 

height from the Earth's surface, because (2012) 

1. the atmosphere can be heated upwards only from the Earth's surface 

2. there is more moisture in the upper atmosphere 

3. the air is less dense in the upper atmosphere 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below, 

(a) 1  (b) 2 and 3 

  (c) 1 and 3  (d) 1,2 and 3 

Ans: C 

In the troposphere, temperature decreases as altitude increases primarily 

because Earth's atmosphere is heated upward from the lowest level. 

Although sunlight passes through the higher altitudes to reach the 

surface of the Earth, the surface is much better at absorbing the solar 

heat. Air is warmer near a heat source than the air farther from it, and 

the Earth is a heat source for the atmosphere. From the ground up, heat 

gradually radiates through the troposphere, with a portion of it radiating 

away into space.Also,air is less dense in the upper atmosphere. 

17. Anew type of EL Nino called EL Nino Modoki appeared 

in the news. In this context, consider the following 

statements: (2010) 

1.   Normal EL Nino forms in the Central Pacific ocean whereas EL Nino 

Modoki forms in Eastern Pacific ocean 

2. Normal EL Nino result in diminished hurricanes in 

the Atlantic Ocean but EL Nino Modoki results in a 

greater number of hurricanes with greater frequency. 



 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1   (b) 2 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: B 

El Niño Modoki is a coupled ocean-atmosphere phenomenon in the 

tropical Pacific. It is different from another coupled phenomenon in the 

tropical Pacific namely, El Niño. Conventional El Niño is characterized 

by strong anomalous warming in the eastern equatorial Pacific (see 

figure below). Whereas, El Niño Modoki is associated with strong 

anomalous warming in the central tropical Pacific and cooling in the 

eastern and western tropical Pacific (see figure below). Associated with 

this distinct warming and cooling patterns the teleconnections are very 

different from teleconnection patterns of the conventional El Niño. 

18. With reference tosoil conservation, consider the 

following practices: (2010) 

1.   Crop rotation 2.   Sand fences 

 3.   Terracing 4.   Wind breaks 

Which of the above are considered appropriate methodsfor soil 

conservation in India? 

(a) 1,2 and 3 (b) 2 and 4 

(c) 1,3, and 4 (d) 1,2, 3 and 4 

Ans: D 

19. Following are the characteristics of an area in India: (2010) 

1. Hot and humid climate 

2. Annual rainfall 200 cm 

3. Hill slopes up to an altitude of 100 meters 

4. Annual range of temperature 15°C to 30°C Which one among the 

following crops are you most likely to find in the area described above? 

(a)  Mustard  (b) Cotton 

(c)  Pepper   (d)Tobacco 

Ans: C 



 

 

Pepper is a tropical plant and cannot tolerate frost. It will not grow 

where the temperature drops below 12 °C. A moderate winter climate 

is essential. 

• Pepper plants need about 2 000 mm rain annually. In South Africa 

the rainfall must be supplemented by irrigation. 

• The soil should have a good structure and water-holding capacity. 

Drainage must be good to prevent root rot. 

• The pH should be 5,5 to 6,0. 

• The red dolerite soils of KwaZulu-Natal and the red andesite soils of 

the Soutpansberg are best for growing pepper plants. 

• A high humus content is advantageous. 

20. In India, which type of forest among the following occupies the largest 

area? (2010) 

(a) Mountain Wet Temperate Forest 

(b) Sub-tropical Dry Evergreen Forest 

(c) Tropical Moist Deciduous Forest 

(d) Tropical Wet Evergreen Forest 

Ans: C 

Tropical moist deciduous forest-33.92% 

      Tropical wet evergreen-8.75% 

      Montane wet temperate-3.45% 

     Sub tropical dry evergreen-0.36% 

21. Consider the following statements: (2010) 

1. On the planet Earth, the fresh water available for use amounts to 

about less than 1% of the total water found. 

2. Of the total fresh water found on the planet Earth 95% is bound up in 

polar ice caps and glaciers 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 (b) 2 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: A 



 

 

Over 68 percent of the fresh water on Earth is found in icecaps and 

glaciers, and just over 30 percent is found in ground water. Only 

about 0.3 percent of our fresh water is found in the surface water 

of lakes, rivers, and swamps. Of all the water on Earth, more than 

99 percent of Earth's water is unusable by humans and many 

other living things! It seems extraordinary that the water that 

supports all terrestrial, as well as aquatic, life on our planet is 

actually so scarce. 

22. Which one of the following reflects back more sunlight and compared to 

other three? (2010) 

(a) Sand desert 

(b) Paddy crop land 

(c) Land covered with fresh snow 

(d) Prairie land 

Ans: C 

Sand desert(20-30%),Praire grassland(25%),Land covered with fresh 

snow(85%),Paddy crop land(20-25%) 
 

23. A geographic  region  has  the  following distinct characteristics: (2010) 

1. Warm and dry climate 

2. Mild and wet winter 

3. Evergreen oak trees 

 The above features are the distinct characteristics of which one of the 

following regions? 

(a) Mediterranean 

(b) Eastern China 

(c) Central Asia 

(d) Atlantic coast of North America 

Ans: A 

Mediterranean climate is found between the 30o and 45o degree 

latitudes.  This climate is often found on the western sides of continents.  

Mediterranean climate gets its name from the climate found around the 

Mediterranean Sea. Mediterranean climate is very mild (few extreme 



 

 

temperatures), so it really on has 2 seasons: summer and winter. 

 Summers are longer than winter, and the winter is very mild.  Very few 

places experience snow in a Mediterranean climate.  The seasonal 

changes are due to changes in ocean currents and water 

temperature. Plants in Mediterranean climate must be able to survive 

long dry summers.  Evergreeens such as Pine and Cypress trees are 

mixed with deciduous tress such as some Oaks.  Fruit trees and vines 

such as grapes, figs, olives, and citrus fruits grow well here.  Other 

plants include what are called "scrub", which include small shrubs, 

grasses, and herbs.   

24. What causes wind to reflect toward left in the Southern hemisphere? 

(2010) 

(a) Temperature 

(b) Magnetic field 

(c) Rotation of the earth 

(d) Pressure 

Ans: C 

The deflection of wind towards left in southern hemisphere and right in te 

northern hemisphere is mainly due to rotation of earth(coriolis force). 
 

25. From the point of view of evolution of living organisms, which one of the 

following is the correct sequence of evolution? (2010) 

 

(a) Otter - Tortoise - Shark 

(b) Shark - Tortoise - Otter 

(c) Tortoise - Shark - Otter 

(d) Shark - Otter – Tortoise 

Ans: C 

sharks-silurian period(450 million years ago) 
      Turtle-triassic period(220 million years ago) 

      Sea otter-5 million years ago. 
 



 

 

26. What are the possible limitations of India in mitigating the global 

warming at present and in the immediate future? (2010) 

1. Appropriate alternate technologies are not sufficiently available 

2. India cannot invest huge funds in research and development 

3. Many developed countries have already set up their polluting 

industries in India 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 (b) 2 

(c) 1 and 3 (d) 1,2 and 3 

Ans: A 

 

27. Consider the following which can be found in the 

ambient atmosphere: (2010) 

1. Soot 

2. Sulphur hexafluoride 

3. Water vapour 

Which of the above contribute to the warming up of the atmosphere? 

(a) 1 and 2 (b) 3 

(c) 2 and 3 (d) 1,2 and 3 

Ans: D 

The three major constituents of air, and therefore of Earth's atmosphere, are 
nitrogen, oxygen, and argon. Water vapor accounts for roughly 0.25% of the 
atmosphere by mass. The concentration of water vapor (a greenhouse gas) 

varies significantly from around 10 ppm by volume in the coldest portions of 
the atmosphere to as much as 5% by volume in hot, humid air masses, and 

concentrations of other atmospheric gases are typically quoted in terms of 
dry air (without water vapor).[4] The remaining gases are often referred to as 
trace gases,[5] among which are the greenhouse gases, principally carbon 

dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, and ozone. Filtered air includes trace 
amounts of many other chemical compounds. Many substances of natural 
origin may be present in locally and seasonally variable small amounts as 

aerosols in an unfiltered air sample, including dust of mineral and organic 
composition, pollen and spores, sea spray, and volcanic ash. Various 

industrial pollutants also may be present as gases or aerosols, such as 
chlorine (elemental or in compounds), fluorine compounds and elemental 
mercury vapor. Sulfur compounds such as hydrogen sulfide and sulfur 

dioxide (SO2) may be derived from natural sources or from industrial air 
pollution. 



 

 

 

28. In the structure of planet Earth, below the mantle, the core is mainly made 

up of which one of the following? (2009) 

(a) Aluminium (b) Chromium 

(c) Iron (d) Silicon 

Ans: C 

The Earth is made out of many things. Deep inside Earth, near its center, 
lies Earth's core which is mostly made up of nickel and iron. Above the core 
is Earth's mantle, which is made up of rock containing silicon, iron, 

magnesium, aluminum, oxygen and other minerals. The rocky surface layer 
of Earth, called the crust, is made up of mostly oxygen, silicon, aluminum, 
iron, calcium, sodium, potassium and magnesium. Earth's surface is mainly 

covered with liquid water and its atmosphere is is mainly nitrogen and 
oxygen, with smaller amounts of carbon dioxide, water vapor and other 

gases. 
 

29. Consider the following statements: (2009) 

1. In the world, the tropical deserts occur along the western margins of 

continents within the trade wind belt. 

2. In India, the East Himalayan region gets high rainfall from north-east 

winds. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 (b) 2 

(c) 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: A 

Hot deserts are on the western side of the continents because of the 
following reasons: 

Off shore Trade Winds : This is one of the principle reasons for the location 
of Hot deserts on the western margins of continents. The trade winds blow 
in   the North Easterly direction in the northern hemisphere while they blow 

in the South Easterly direction in the southern hemisphere. As such they 
blow over land and very dry thus no possibility of causing precipitation. 
Cold Oceanic Currents : The presence of cold ocean currents along the 

western shores of continents leads to the development of high pressure over 
the water surface. This high pressure leads to subsidence of air hinders 

cloud formation. This would be another important reason. 
Presence of orographic/mountain barrier : In case of hot deserts like  the 
Mojave desert(USA) where the Rockies and the Thar desert(India) where the 

Aravallis act as orographic barrier to the rain bearing winds. 
 



 

 

30. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer using the codes 

given below the lists: (2009) 

List I       LIST II 

(Geographic feature)    (Chemistry) 

A. Great Victoria Desert   1. Australia 

B. Grand Canyon    2. Canada 

C. Lake Winnipeg    3. New Zealand 

D. Southern Alps     4. USA 

 Codes: 

 A B C D 

(a) 1 2 4 3 

(b) 1 4 2 3 

(c) 3 2 4 1 

(d) 3 4 2 1 

     

Ans: B 

 

31. Which among the following has the world's largest 

reserves of uranium? (2009) 

(a) Australia    (b) Canada 

 (c) Russian Federation       (d) USA 

Ans: A 

 

32. Consider the following statements: (2008) 

1. The albedo of an object determines its visual brightness when viewed 

with reflected light. 

2. The albedo of Mercury is must greater than the albedo of the Earth. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: A 

Albedo is the fraction of the incident sunlight that is reflected.When an 



 

 

object reflect most of the light that hits it,it looks bright and it has high 
albedo. When an object absorbs most of the light that hits it,it looks dark 

and it has low albedo. 
 

33. Which one of the following cities does not have the same 

clock time as that of the other three cities at any given 

instant? (2007) 

(a) London (UK)   (b) Lisbon (Portugal) 

 (c) Accra (Ghana)  (d) Addis Ababa 

Ans: D 

Other cities are very close to Greenwich meridian.But addis ababa is 
situated on the eastern part Africa. 

 

34. Consider the following statements: (2007) 

1. Either of the two belts over the oceans at about 30° 

to 35°N and S latitudes is known as Horse latitude. 

2. Horse latitudes are low pressure belts. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 (b) 2 

 (c) 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: A 

Horse latitudes are characterized by high pressure due to sinking of air in 

the region. 

35. Which one among the following rivers is the longest? (2007) 

(a) Amazon (b) Amur 

(c) Congo (d) Lena 

Ans: A 

      Amazon-4160 miles 

      Amur-2744 miles 

      Lena-2734 miles 

      Congo-2718 miles 

36. Consider the following statements: (2007) 

1. The annual range of temperature is greater in the Pacific Ocean than 

that in the Atlantic Ocean. 



 

 

2. The annual range of temperature is greater in the Northern 

Hemisphere than that in the Southern Hemisphere. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a)  1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: B 

Water heats more slowly than land. About  two and half times more energy 

is needed to heat a unit volume of water to 1 degree centigrade compared to 
land. So the range of temperature is maximum on land than oceans. 

 

37. What is the approximate mean velocity with which the 

Earth moves round the Sun in its orbit? (2006) 

(a) 20km/s (b) 30 km/s 

(c) 40 km/s (d) 50 km/s 

Ans: B 

Orbited by its companion, the moon, the earth travels at more than 65000 

mph covering millions of miles each year as it journeys through space. This 
is approximately 29.8 km/s. 

 

38. Consider the following statements: (2006) 

1. The Richter scale is a logarithmic scale and so an 

increase of 1 magnitude unit represents a factor of 10 

times in amplitude. 

2. Each integer reading of the Richter scale has an 

energy 100 times that of the previous integer 

reading. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 (b) 2 

(c) 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: C 

The magnitude of earthquake is measured on the Richter scale devised b CF 

Richter in 1936.Earthquakes up to 6 on Richter scale are mild,between 6-8 
are disastrous and cause heavy loss to life and property,beyond 8 bring total 
destruction. 

 



 

 

39. Consider the following statements: (2005) 

1. Total land area of Earth is approximately 1475 lakh 

square kilometers. 

2. Ratio of land area to water area of Earth is approximately 1:4 

3. Maximum percentage of Earth's water is in the Pacific Ocean. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 (b) 2 and 3 

 (c) 1 (d) 3 

Ans: A 

The surface area of the Earth is 510 million square kilometers or 5.1×108 
km2. The Earth is a water heavy planet, so, if you break its surface area into 

water and land segments, it would look like this: land 149 million km2, 
water 361 million km2. 

 

40. Consider the following statements: (2005) 

1. The axis of the earth's magnetic field is inclined at 231/2° to the 

geographic axis of the earth 

2. The earth's magnetic pole in the northern hemisphere is located on a 

peninsula in northern Canada 

3. Earth's magnetic equator passes through Thumba in South India 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1,2 and 3 (b) 2 and 3 

 (c) 2 (d) 3 

Ans: D 

41. A: Wind patterns are clockwise in the northern hemisphere 

and anti-clockwise in the southern hemisphere. 

 B: The directions of wind patterns in the northern and the southern 

hemispheres are governed by the Coriolis effect. (2005) 

(a) Both A and B are true and B is the correct explanation ofA. 

(b) Both A and B are true but B is not the correct explanation of A. 

(c) A is true but B is false. 

(d) A is false but B is true. 

Ans: A 



 

 

As air moves from high to low pressure in the northern hemisphere, it is 
deflected to the right by the Coriolis force. In the southern hemisphere, air 

moving from high to low pressure is deflected to the left by the Coriolis force. 
 

The amount of deflection the air makes is directly related to both the speed 
at which the air is moving and its latitude. Therefore, slowly blowing winds 
will be deflected only a small amount, while stronger winds will be deflected 

more. Likewise, winds blowing closer to the poles will be deflected more than 
winds at the same speed closer to the equator. The Coriolis force is zero 
right at the equator. 

 

42. Which one of the following statements is correct? (2005) 

(a) Cirrus clouds are composed of ice crystals 

(b) Cirrus clouds exhibit a flat base and have the appearance of rising 

domes 

(c) Cumulus clouds are white and thin, and form delicate patches and 

give a fibrous and feathery appearance 

(d) Cumulus clouds are classified as high clouds 

Ans: A 

The most common form of high-level clouds are thin and often wispy cirrus 

clouds. Typically found at heights greater than 20,000 feet (6,000 meters), 
cirrus clouds are composed of ice crystals that originate from the freezing of 

supercooled water droplets. Cirrus generally occur in fair weather and point 
in the direction of air movement at their elevation. 

 

43. A: The thickness of the atmosphere is maximum over the Equator. 

 R: High insulation and strong convection currents occur over the 

Equator. (2004) 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation ofA. 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation ofA. 

(c) A is true but R is false. 

(d) A is false but R is true. 

Ans: A 

One of the laws of Ideal gases called Charles law says that in an ideal gas, 

density decreases with increasing temperature, when pressure is constant. 
The hot air rises and the Earth is not equally heated everywhere. The 
troposphere is thicker over the equator than the poles because the equator 

is warmer. Heat differential on the planet‘s surface causes convection 
currents to flow from the equator to the poles. This implies that the warmer 



 

 

the weather, the thicker is the troposphere. Thus the simple reason is 
thermal expansion of the atmosphere at the equator and thermal 

contraction near the poles. 
Air is less dense at Equator 

Over equatorial regions, where the surface is being heated strongly 
throughout the year and air warmed by contact with it is expanding and 
rising, the air all the way up to the tropopause is less dense than air to the 

north and south. Thus, density of the air is maximum at the equator. But 
here, you must note that almost same amount of atmospheric mass exists at 
both equator and poles but only the density of the air is less at equator and 

greater at poles. 
 

44. Consider the following geological phenomena: (2004) 

1. Development of a fault 

2. Movement along a fault 

3. Impact produced by a volcanic eruption 

4. Folding of rocks 

Which of the above cause earthquakes? 

(a) 1,2 and 3 (b) 2 and 4 

(c) 1,3 and 4 (d) 1,2, 3 and 4 

Ans: D 

Earthquake is a natural hazard. The following are the immediate hazardous 
effects of earthquake:  

  Development  and movement of fault 

  Volcanic eruption 

  Folding of rocks 

  Ground Shaking 

  Differential ground settlement 

  Land and mud slides 

  Soil liquefaction  

  Ground lurching  

  Avalanches  

  Ground displacement 

  Floods from dam and levee failures 

  Fires  

  Structural collapse  

  Falling objects 

  Tsunami  

45. A: The amount of moisture in the atmosphere is related to latitude. 

 R: The capacity to hold moisture in the form of water 

vapour is related to temperature. ( 2003) 



 

 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation ofA. 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

(c) A is true but R is false. 

(d) A is false but R is true. 

Ans: A 

Humidity is the amount of water vapor in the air. Too much or too 

little humidity can be dangerous. For example, high humidity combined with 
hot temperatures is a combination that can be a health risk, especially for 

the very young and the very old. 
Absolute humidity is the amount of water vapor divided by the amount of 
dry air in a certain volume of air at a particular temperature. The hotter the 

air is, the more water vapor it can hold. 
 

Relative humidity is the ratio of the current absolute humidity to the highest 
possible absolute humidity, which will depend upon the current air 
temperature. Relative humidity is the term weather forecasters use most 

often. 
 
A relative humidity of 100% means that the air can't hold any more water 

vapor. It's totally saturated. When this occurs, it can rain. In fact, the 
relative humidity must be 100% where clouds are forming for it to rain. 

However, at ground level where the rain lands, the relative humidity can be 
less than 100%. 
 

46. A: Unlike temperate forests, the tropical rain forests, if cleared, can yield 

productive farmland that can support intensive agriculture for several 

years even without chemical fertilizers. 

 R: The primary productivity of the tropical rain forest is very high when 

compared to that of temperate forests. (2003) 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation ofA. 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

(c) A is true but R is false. 

(d) A is false but R is true. 

Ans: D 

Tropical rainforests ,if cleared, can support agriculture only with the help of 

fertilizers.Because of leaching and heavy bacterial activity,it will lose its 
mineral and humus content in the soil. 
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47. A: Areas lying within five to eight degrees latitude on either side of the 

equator receive rainfall throughout the year. 

 R: High temperature and high humidity cause convectional rain to fall 

mostly in the afternoons near the equator. 2003 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation ofA. 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

(c) A is true but R is false. 

(d) A is false but R is true. 

Ans: A 

Convectional rainfall 
Very common in areas where the ground is heated by the hot sun, such as 

the Tropics. This is why those areas experience heavy rainfalls most 
afternoons.  
Convectional rainfall occurs when: 

The surface of the earth is heated by the sun. 
The warm surface heats the air above it. Hot air always rises so this newly 

heated air does so. 
As it rises the air-cools and begins to condensate. 
Further rising and cooling causes a large amount of condensation to occur 

and rain is formed. 
Convection tends to produce towering cumulo-nimbus clouds, which 

produce heavy rain and possible thunder and lightning. 
 

48. A: The weight of a body decreases with the increase of latitude on earth.  

R: The earth is not a perfect sphere. (2003) 

(a) Both Aand R are true and R is the correct explanation ofA. 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation ofA. 

(c) A is true but R is false. 

(d) A is false but R is true. 

Ans: D 

As we go from equator towards the poles the acceleration due to gravity 
increases which results in increased weight. 

 

 

49. Consider the following statements (2002) 

1. In equatorial regions, the year is divided into four main seasons 

2. In Mediterranean region, summer receives more rain 



 

 

3. In China type climate, rainfall occurs throughout the year 

4. Tropical highlands exhibit vertical zonation of different climates 

 Which of these statements are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 (b) 2 and 3 

 (c) 1 (d) 3 

Ans: A 

There is no distinctive seasons in equatorial climate. 
Mediterranean region receives winter rainfall. 

 

50. A: 60°-65° latitudes in both the hemispheres have a low pressure belt 

instead of high pressure. 

 R: The low pressure areas are permanent over oceans rather than on 

land. (2002) 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation ofA. 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

(c) A is true but R is false. 

(d) A is false but R is true. 

Ans: B 

The low pressure in 60-65 degree are dynamically produced due to 

Coriolis Force produced by rotation of the earth on its axis, and. 
Ascent of air as a result of convergence of westerlies and polar easterlies (we 

will more about these in next topic – wind systems). 
 

51. A: The surface winds spiral inwards upon the centre of the cyclone. 

 R: Air descends in the centre of the cyclone. (2002) 

(a) Both Aand R are true and R is the correct explanation ofA. 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

(c) A is true but R is false. 

(d) A is false but R is true. 

Ans: C 

In the eye of the cyclone the air ascends.However the central portion of the 
eye has a small countercurrent where air descends. 
 

52. Consider the following climatic and geographical phenomena: (2002) 



 

 

1. Condensation 

2. High temperature and humidity 

3. Orography 

4. Vertical wind 

Thunder Cloud development is due to which of these phenomena? 

(a) 1 and 2 (b) 2, 3 and 4 

(c) 1,2 and 4 (d) 1,2, 3 and 4 

Ans: D 

. Most thunderstorms form by a cycle that has three stages: the cumulus 
stage, mature stage, and dissipating stage. 
Cumulus Stage 

The sun heats the Earth's surface during the day. The heat on the surface 
and warms the air around it. Since warm air is lighter than cool air, it starts 

to rise (known as an updraft). If the air is moist, then the warm air 
condenses into a cumulus cloud. The cloud will continue to grow as long as 
warm air below it continues to rise. 

Mature Stage 
When the cumulus cloud becomes very large, the water in it becomes large 
and heavy. Raindrops start to fall through the cloud when the rising air can 

no longer hold them up. Meanwhile, cool dry air starts to enter the cloud. 
Because cool air is heavier than warm air, it starts to descend in the cloud 

(known as a downdraft). The downdraft pulls the heavy water downward, 
making rain. 
This cloud has become a cumulonimbus cloud because it has an updraft, a 

downdraft, and rain. Thunder and lightning start to occur, as well as heavy 
rain. The cumulonimbus is now a thunderstorm cell. 
Dissipating Stage 

After about 30 minutes, the thunderstorm begins to dissipate. This occurs 
when the downdrafts in the cloud begins to dominate over the updraft. Since 

warm moist air can no longer rise, cloud droplets can no longer form. The 
storm dies out with light rain as the cloud disappears from bottom to top. 
The whole process takes about one hour for an ordinary thunderstorm. 

Supercell thunderstorms are much larger, more powerful, and last for 
several hours. 

 

53. For short-term climatic prediction, which one of the following events, 

detected in the last decade, is associated with occasional weak monsoon 

rains in the Indian subcontinent? (2002) 

(a) La Nina 

(b) Movement of Jet Streams 

(c) EL Nino and Southern Oscillations 



 

 

(d) Greenhouse effect on global level 

 Ans: C 

El Niño Southern Oscillation refers to the cycle of warm and cold 

temperatures, as measured by sea surface temperature, SST, of the tropical 
central and eastern Pacific Ocean. ... The ENSO cycle, both El Niño and La 
Niña, causes global changes of both temperatures and rainfall. The effects of 

El Niño are strong and can wreak havoc on weather systems around the 
world.  

54. Consider the following statements: (2002) 

1. Ocean currents are the slow-surface movement of water in the ocean 

2. Ocean currents assist in maintaining the Earth's heat balance 

3. Ocean currents are set in motion primarily by prevailing winds 

4. Ocean currents are affected by the configuration of the ocean 

 Which of these statements are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 (b) 2, 3 and 4 

 (c) 1,3 and 4 (d) 1,2, 3 and 4 

Ans: D 

The ocean doesn't just store solar radiation; it also helps to distribute heat 
around the globe. When water molecules are heated, they exchange freely 

with the air in a process called evaporation. Ocean water is constantly 
evaporating, increasing the temperature and humidity of the surrounding 

air to form rain and storms that are then carried by trade winds, often vast 
distances. In fact, almost all rain that falls on land starts off in the ocean. 
The tropics are particularly rainy because heat absorption, and thus ocean 

evaporation, is highest in this area. 
 

Outside of Earth‘s equatorial areas, weather patterns are driven largely by 
ocean currents. Currents are movements of ocean water in a continuous 
flow, created largely by surface winds but also partly by temperature and 

salinity gradients, Earth‘s rotation, and tides (the gravitational effects of the 
sun and moon). Major current systems typically flow clockwise in the 
northern hemisphere and counterclockwise in the southern hemisphere, in 

circular patterns that often trace the coastlines. 
 

Ocean currents act much like a conveyer belt, transporting warm water and 
precipitation from the equator toward the poles and cold water from the 
poles back to the tropics. Thus, currents regulate global climate, helping to 

counteract the uneven distribution of solar radiation reaching Earth‘s 
surface. Without currents, regional temperatures would be more extreme—

super hot at the equator and frigid toward the poles—and much less of 
Earth‘s land would be habitable. 
 



 

 

55. Sun's halo is produced by the refraction of light in   (2002) 

(a) Water vapour in Stratus clouds 

(b) Ice crystals in Cirro-Cumulus clouds 

(c) Ice crystal in Cirrus clouds 

(d) Dust particles in Stratus clouds 

Ans: C 

22 degree halo or a sun halo, the ring is caused by sunlight passing through 
ice crystals in cirrus clouds within the Earth's atmosphere 

 

56. Consider the following statements: (2002 

1. Taiga 

2. Tropical evergreen 

3. Tropical deciduous 

4. Tundra 

The correct sequence in decreasing order of the albedo values of these 

ecosystems is 

(a) 1,4,3,2 (b) 4, 1,2,3 

(c) 4,1,3,2 (d) 1,4,2,3 

Ans: C 

The albedo of snow is far greater than that of forest. 

 

57. Consider the following statements: (2001) 

1. Most magmas are a combination of liquid, solid and gas 

2. Water vapour and carbon dioxide are the principal gases dissolved in 

a magma 

3. Basaltic magma is hotter than the silicic magma 

4. The magma solidified between sedimentary rocks in a horizontal 

position is known as Dyke 

Which of these statements are correct? 

(a) 1,2 and 3 (b) 2, 3 and 4 

  (c) l and 4  (d) 1,2, and 4 

Ans: A 

 



 

 

Magma  is a mixture of molten or semi-molten rock, volatiles and 
solids[1] that is found beneath the surface of the Earth, and is expected to 

exist on other terrestrial planets and some natural satellites. Besides molten 
rock, magma may also contain suspended crystals, dissolved gas and 

sometimes gas bubbles. Magma often collects in magma chambers that may 
feed a volcano or solidify underground to form an intrusion. Magma is 
capable of intruding into adjacent rocks (forming igneous dikes and sills), 

extrusion onto the surface as lava, and explosive ejection as tephra to 
form pyroclastic rock.   
The magma solidified between sedimentary rocks in vertical position is 

called Dyke whereas horizontal position is called sill. 
 

58. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer using the codes 

given below the lists: (2001) 

List I (Local Wind)  List II (Region) 

A. Fohn    1. Argenina 

B. Samun    2. Kurdistan 

C. Santa Ana   3. California 

D. Zonda    4. Alps 

 

Codes: 

     A B C D 

(a) 2 4 1 3 

(b) 4 2 3 1 

(c) 2 4 3 1 

(d) 4 2 1 3 

    

    

59. Consider the following statements regarding the 

earthquakes: (2002) 

1. The intensity of earthquake is measured on Mercury Scale 

2. The magnitude of an earthquake is a measure of energy release 

3. Earthquake magnitudes are based on direct measurements of the 

amplitude of seismic waves 

4. In the Richter Scale, each whole number demonstrates a hundred fold 

increase in the amount of energy released 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rock_(geology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volatiles#Igneous_petrology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magma#cite_note-eov-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terrestrial_planets
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natural_satellite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magma_chamber
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volcano
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intrusion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Igneous_rock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dike_(geology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sill_(geology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lava
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tephra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pyroclastic_rock


 

 

 Which of these statements are correct? 

 (a) 1,2 and 3 (b) 2,3 and 4 

 (c) l  and 4 (d) 1,2 and 4 

Ans: A 

The magnitude of earthquake is measured by richter scale where each whole 

number represents ten fold increase. 
 

60. Cloudy nights are warmer compared to clear cloudless nights, because 

clouds (2001) 

(a) prevent cold waves from the sky from descending on earth 

(b) reflect back the heat given off by earth 

(c) produce heat and radiate it towards earth 

(d) absorb heat from the atmosphere and send it towards earth. 

Ans: B 

Clouds act as green house which is transparent to short wave radiation but 
opaque to long wave radiation. 

 

61. Consider the following statements made about the sedimentary rocks: 

(2001) 

1. Sedimentary rocks are formed at earth's surface by the hydrological 

system 

2. The formation of sedimentary rocks involves the weathering of pre-

existing rocks 

3. Sedimentary rocks contains fossils 

4. Sedimentary rocks typically occur in layers 

  Which of these statements are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 (b) 1 and 4 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 (d) 1,2, 3 and 4 

Ans: D 

Sedimentary rocks are formed from sediments accumulated over long 

periods,usually under water.they are characterized by layer formation and 
are termed as stratified rocks.this may be coarse or fine grained,soft or 

hard.the materials that form sedimentary rocks may be brought by 
streams,glaciers,wind or even animals.they are non crystallineand often 
contain fossil.this may be classified under three categories on the basis of 



 

 

their orign and composition. 
 

62. Which one of the following weather conditions is 

indicated by a sudden fall in barometer reading? (2001) 

(a) Stormy weather 

(b) Calm weather 

(c) Cold and dry weather 

(d) Hot and sunny weather 

Ans: A 

During stormy weather,there will be drop in pressure which will lead to 
sudden fall in barometer. 

 

63. Quartizite is metamorphosed from (2001) 

 (a) Limestone (b) Obsidian 

 (c) Sandstone (d) Shale 

Ans: C 

Metamorphic rocks are created by the physical or chemical alteration by 

heat and pressure of an existing igneous or sedimentary material into a 
denser form. Due to the action of plate tectonics, compression, stress and 
shearing forces over long periods of time, rocks can be essentially warped 

and deformed, causing them to be compacted into a smaller volume of 
space. As a consequence, metamorphic rocks are always more dense than 

their original material, and also much less susceptible to erosional 
breakdown. As the Earth's plates move over geologic time, a plate containing 
igneous or sedimentary rock may become subducted under another plate. 

The sheer weight of the material above it can cause the rock to undergo 
metamorphism. In some cases, heat from the Earth's interior can melt the 
rock slightly, in a process termed "contact metamorphism." Examples of 

metamorphic rocks are schist (converted basalt), quartzite (compressed 
sandstone), and marble (compressed limestone or dolomite). Shown here is a 

sample of gneiss, the product of metamorphosed granite. 
 

64. Iden tify the correct order of the processes of soil-erosion from the 

following: 2001 

(a) Splash erosion, Sheet erosion, Rill erosion, Gully erosion 

(b) Sheet erosion, Splash erosion, Gully erosion, Rill erosion 

(c) Rill erosion, Gully erosion, Sheet erosion, Splash erosion 

(d) Gully erosion, Rill, erosion, Sheet erosion, Splash erosion 



 

 

Ans: A 

 

65. The temperature and rainfall of a meteorological station are given below: 

(2001) Average temperature: 12.8° C 

Average Rainfall: 154.9 cm per annum Identify the region having the 

above climatic pattern from amongst the following, 

(a) Mediterranean region 

(b) Monsoon region 

(c) Steppe region 

(d) N. W. European region 

Ans: A 

 

66. A: During the Neap Tides, the high tide is lower and the low tide is higher 

than usual. 

 R: The Neap Tide, unlike the Spring Tide, occurs on the New Moon 

instead of on the Full Moon. (2000) 

(a) Both Aand R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

(c) A is true but R is false. 

(d) A is false but R is true. 

Ans: C 

Spring tide is a tide with a range considerably increased from the mean tidal 
waves.it occurs twice each month around the time of the new moon and the 
full moon.it is due to complementary gravitational effects caused with the 

earth. 
 

67. Consider the following statements about the 'Roaring Forties': (2000) 

1. They blow uninterrupted in the Northern and Southern Hemisphere 

2. They blow with great strength and constancy 

3. Their direction is generally from North-West to East in the Southern 

Hemisphere 

4. Overcast skies, rain and row weather are generally associated with 

them 



 

 

 Which of these statements are correct? 

 (a) 1,2 and 3 (b) 2, 3 and 4 

 (c) 1,3 and 4 (d) 1,2, and 4 

Ans: B 

The Roaring Forties are strong westerly winds found in the Southern 

Hemisphere, generally between the latitudes of 40 and 50 degrees.The 
strong west-to-east air currents are caused by the combination of air being 
displaced from the Equator towards the South Pole and the Earth‘s rotation, 

and there are few landmasses to serve as windbreaks. The Roaring Forties 
refers to the belt of ripping westerly winds, aided by the Earth‘s rotation, 

between roughly 40 and 50 degrees latitude in the southern hemisphere.  
Winds rage in this region as it sits in the transition zone between the more 
tranquil, balmy subtropics and  frigid polar vortex zipping around the South 

Pole. Pressures and temperatures change rapidly here, driving the winds 
frequently over 30-40 mph, and give rise to storms. 

The winds in the Roaring Forties belt are some of the fastest in the world, 
but topped at times by adjacent latitude zones to the south known as the 
Furious Fifties and Screaming Sixties.The boundaries of the Roaring Forties 

are not consistent, and shift north or south depending on the season. 
Similar but stronger conditions occur in more southerly latitudes and are 
referred to as the Furious Fifties and Shrieking or Screaming Sixties. 

 

68. Among which one of the following meridians did 

India experience the first light of the sunrise of the new 

millennium? (2000) 

(a) 20°30'W 

(b) 82°30'E 

(c) 92°30'W 

(d) 92°30'E 

Ans: D 

The eastern most point of India 
 

69. Most of the explosions in mines occur due to the mixing of (2000) 

(a) Hydrogen with oxygen 

(b) Oxygen with acetylene 

(c) Methane with air 

(d) Carbon dioxide with ethane 

Ans: C 



 

 

Methane explosions occur in mines when a buildup of methane gas, a by 
product of coal, comes into contact with a heat source, and there is not 

enough air to dilute the gas to levels below its explosion point 
 

70. A ship sailing from the eastern extremity of the Aleution Islands to Dutch 

harbour crosses 180° meridian at 23:30 hrs on January 1,1999. What 

time and date will be recorded by the captain of the ship in his diary after 

one hour journey from the point of crossing of the meridian? (1999) 

(a) January 1,00:30 hrs 

(b) January 2,00:30 hrs 

(c) January 3,00:30 hrs 

(d) January 4,00:30 hrs 

Ans: D 

71. When there is noon at I.S.T. meridian people at another 

place of the earth are taking their 6 O'clock morning tea. 

The longitude of the place is. (1998) 

(a) 17°30'E (b) 7°30'W 

(c) 172039‘E (d) 900E 

These are most likely to be found in the natural regions of 

(a) China type 

(b) Equatorial type 

(c) Hot desert type 

(d) Monsoon 

Ans: B 

IST  12 o‘clock at 82.3 degree 
6 am when it is 12 pm at IST means it is west of IST.Thus the 

difference is (12-6=)6hrs=360 minutes. 
1 degree=4 minutes 
360 minutes=90 degree 

It is 7 degree 30 minutes West. 

 

72. Consider the following climatic conditions (Northern 

Hemisphere): (1998) 

Month Temperature Rainfall 



 

 

 °C Cm. 

January 3.9 4.7 

February 4.4 5.7 

March 8.3 8.2 

April 14.4 9.2 

May 20.0 9.2 

June 23.3 17.7 

July 27.8 14.5 

August 27.8 14.0 

September 22.3 12.7 

October 18.3 7.0 

November 12.2 5.0 

December 6.7 3.5 

 

These are most likely to be found in the natural regions of 

(a) China type 

(b) Equatorial type 

(c) Hot desert type 

(d) Monsoon 

Ans: A 

China Type Climate 
 
Great land mass of Asiatic interior & Pacific Ocean induces great pressure 

changes between summers & winters, giving rise to temperate monsoonal 
type of climate. 

In summers, intense heating of Asiatic interior sets up a region of low 
pressure in summer & tropical pacific air stream is drawn in as the rain 
bearing South-East Monsoon 

This results in heavy precipitation in China, approx. 100 cm of rainfall per 
annum, decreasing landwards with summer maximum in June & July 
In winters, a steep pressure gradient is set up between the cold interiors of 

Mongolia & Siberia, & a warmer Pacific coastland; 
This results in outward flow of continental polar air as the North West 

Monsoon, bitterly cold & very dry, causing only a little rain but considerate 
snow as the cold winds are warmed & moistened. 
Other characteristic features of China type of climate is great annual 

temperature range & occurrence of typhoons (intense tropical cyclones) that 
originate in Pacific Ocean, & move westward to the coastlands, bordering 

South China Sea 



 

 

 

73. Which one of the areas marked as A, B, C and D in the given figure of 

the cyclone, witness heavy torrential short-duration rainfall 

accompanied by thunderstorms? (1999) 

(a) A (b) B 

(c) C (d) D 

Ans: C 

Behind the surface position of the cold front, forward moving cold dense air 
causes the uplift of the warm lighter air in advance of the front. Because 
this uplift is relatively rapid along a steep frontal gradient, the condensed 

water vapor quickly organizes itself into cumulus and then cumulonimbus 
clouds. Cumulonimbus clouds produce heavy precipitation and can develop 
into severe thunderstorms if conditions are right. 

 

74. Consider the following temperatures and rainfall data: (1999) 

Month Temp.°C Rainfall cm 

January 6.7 14.0 

February 6.7 13.2 

March 7.2 11.4 

April 8.9 9.4 

May 11.1 8.1 

June 13.9 8.1 

July 15.0 9.6 

August 15.0 12.2 

September 13.9 10.4 

October 11.1 14.4 

November 8.9 14.0 

December 7.8 16.8 

The climate to which this data pertain 3 is 

The climate which this data pertains is 

(a) St Lawrence type 

(b) Chine type 

(c) West European type 

(d) Mediterranean type 



 

 

Ans: C 

An oceanic climate (also known as marine, west coast and maritime) is the 
climate typical of west coasts in higher middle latitudes of continents, and 

generally features cool summers (relative to their latitude) and cool but not 
cold winters, with a relatively narrow annual temperature range and few 

extremes of temperature, with the exception for transitional areas to 
continental and subarctic climates. Oceanic climates are defined as having a 
monthly mean temperature below 22 °C (72 °F) in the warmest month, and 

above 0 °C (32 °F) in the coldest month.  
 

75. Which one of the following scholars suggests the earth's origin is from 

gases and dust particles? (2000) 

(a) James Jeans 

(b) H Altven 

(c) F Hoyle 

(d) O Schmidit 

Ans: D 

 James Jeans-Tidal hypothesis 

 H.Altven-Inter stellar cloud hypothesis 

 F.Hoyle-Supernova hypothesis  

 

 

WORLD GEOGRAPHY 

1. The area known as 'Golan Heights' sometimes appears in the news in 

the context of the events related to- (2015) 

(a) Central Asia  (b) Middle East 

(c) South-East Asia (d) Central Africa 

Ans: B 

The Golan Heights  or simply the Golan or the Syrian Golan is a 

region in the Levant. The western two-thirds of the Golan Heights are 

currently occupied and administrated by Israel, whereas the eastern 

third is controlled by Syria, with the UNDOF maintaining a buffer 

zone in between, to implement the ceasefire of the Purple Line. 

2. Which one of the following countries of South-West 

Asia does not open out to the Mediterranean Sea? (2015) 

(a) Syria (b) Jordan 



 

 

(c) Lebanon (d) Israel 

Ans: B 

The countries with coastlines on the Mediterranean Sea are Albania, 

Algeria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt, France, 

Greece, Israel, Italy, Lebanon, Libya, Malta, Morocco, Monaco, 

Montenegro, Slovenia, Spain, Syria, Tunisia and Turkey. In addition, 

Gaza Strip and the British Overseas Territories of Gibraltar and 

Akrotiri and Dhekelia have coastlines on the sea. 

 

3. Turkey is located between (2014) 

(a) Black Sea and Caspian Sea 

(b) Black Sea and Mediterranean Sea 

(c) Gulf of Suez and Mediterranean Sea 

(d) Gulf of Aqaba and Dead Sea 

 Ans: B 

Aegean Sea is a part of Mediterranean Sea lying between Turkey and 

Greece. There is Mediterranean Sea to the south, Greek Peninsula to the 

west, Anatolia and part of Thrace to the east. It's connected to the Sea of 

Marmara by Dardanelles Strait to the northeast. 

 

4. What is the correct sequence of occurrence of the 

following cities in South-East Asia as one proceeds from 

south to north ? (2014) 

 1.   Bangkok 2. Hanoi 

 3.   Jakarta 4. Singapore 

 Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

(a) 4-2-1-3 (b) 3-2-4-1 

 (c) 3-4-1-2 (d) 4-3-2-1 

Ans: C 

 

5. Which one of the following pairs is correctly matched ? (2013) 

 Geographical Feature   Region 

(a) Abyssinian Plateau   Arabia 



 

 

(b) Atlas Mountains           North-Western 

(c) Guiana Highlands   Africa South-Western 

(d) Ilavango Basin           Africa Patagonia 

Ans: B 

Abyssinian plateau-Ethiopia,Guiana highlands-orinacco 

basin,ilavango basin-southwest Africa 

 

6. The most important fishing grounds of the world are found in the 

regions where (2013) 

(a) warm and cold atmospheric currents meet 

(b) rivers drain out large amounts of freshwater into the sea 

(c) warm and cold oceanic currents meet 

(d) continental shelf is undulating 

Ans: C 

The vertical stability in the water column is disturbed at the junction 

of mixing of hot and cold currents .This disturbance helps in better 
mixing of oxygen in water and also helps in the upwelling of nutrients 

from deeper parts of the oceans (where marines deposits would have 
been settled).Hence with better dissolved oxygen and rich nutirient in 
the water, primary producers in the ocean flourish which is conducive 

for other marine organisms to multiply. 

 

7. "Climate is extreme, rainfall is scanty and the people used to be 

nomadic herders." (2013) The above statements best describes which of 

the following regions ? 

(a) African Savanna 

(b) Central Asian Steppe 

(c) North American prairie 

(d) Siberian Tundra 

Ans: B 

8. Between India and East Asia, the navigation-time and distance can be 

greatly reduced by which of the following? (2011) 

1. Deepening the Malacca straits between Malaysia and Indonesia. 



 

 

2. Opening a new canal across the kra isthmus between the Gulf of 

Siam and Andaman Sea. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

(a) 1    (d) 2 

(c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: B 

Deepening the Malacca straits between Malaysia and Indonesia will 
ease the traffic but will not reduce the distance between India and 
East Asia.Opening a new canal across theKra Isthumus between the 

Gulf of Siam and Andaman sea will reduce the distance and the 
transit time. 

9. Southeast Asia has captivated the attention of global community over 

space and time as a geostrategically significant region. Which among 

the following is the most convincing explanation for this global 

perspective? (2011) 

(a) It was the hot theatre during the Second World War 

(b) Its location between the Asian powers of China and India 

(c) It was the arena of superpower confrontation during the Cold War 

period 

(d) Its location between the Pacific and Indian oceans and its pre-

eminent maritime character 

Ans: D 

 

10. India is a party to the Ramsar Convention and has declared many 

areas as Ramsar Sites. Which of the following statements best 

describes as to how we should maintain these sites in the context of 

this Convention? (2010) 

(a) Keep all the sites completely inaccessible to man so that they will 

not be exploited 

(b) Conserve all the sites through ecosystem approach and permit 

tourism and recreation only 

(c) Conserve all the sites through ecosystem approach for a period 

without any exploitation, with specific criteria and specific period 



 

 

for each site, and then allow sustainable use of them by future 

generations 

(d) Conserve all the sites through ecosystem approach and allow their 

simultaneous sustainable use 

Ans: D 

The Ramsar Convention is an international treaty for the conservation 

and sustainable use of wetlands. It is also known as the Convention 
on Wetlands. It is named after the city of Ramsar in Iran, where the 

Convention was signed in 1971 

11. As per the UN-Habitat's Global Report on Human Settlements 2009, 

which one among the following regions has shown the fastest growth 

rate of urbanization in the last three decades ? (2010) 

(a) Asia 

(b) Europe 

(c) Latin America and Caribbean 

(d) North America 

Ans: A 

Asia-70%,Europe-10%,Latin America & Carribean-28%,North 
America-10% 

12. Which one of the following can one come across if one 

travels through the Strait of Malacca ? (2010) 

(a) Bali (b) Brunei 

 (c) Java (d) Singapore 

Ans: D 

Strait of Malacca is situated in between Malay and Sumatra . 
Singapore is situated on the tip of the Malay peninsular.So if  one 

travels Through the Strait of Malacca, Singapore will come across. 

13. Consider the following regions : (2009) 

1. Eastern Himalayas 

2. Eastern Mediterranean region 

3. North-western Australia 

Which of the above is/are Biodiversity Hotsport(s) ? 

(a) 1    (b) 1 and 2 



 

 

 (c) 2 and 3   (d) 1,2 and 3 

Ans: A 

1. North and Central America: California Floristic Province, Madrean 
pine-oak woodlands, Mesoamerica. 

 The Caribbean: Caribbean Islands . 

South America: Atlantic Forest, Cerrado, Chilean Winter Rainfall-

Valdivian Forests, Tumbes-Chocó-Magdalena, Tropical Andes . 

Europe: Mediterranean Basin . 

Africa: Cape Floristic Region, Coastal Forests of Eastern Africa, 
Eastern Afromontane, Guinean Forests of West Africa; Horn of Africa; 

Madagascar and the Indian Ocean Islands; Maputaland-Pondoland-
Albany; Succulent Karoo. 

 Central Asia: Mountains of Central Asia; 

 South Asia: Eastern Himalaya, Nepal; Indo-Burma, India and 
Myanmar; Western Ghats, India; 

Sri Lanka South East Asia and Asia-Pacific: East Melanesian Islands; 

New Caledonia; New Zealand; Philippines; Polynesia-Micronesia; 
Southwest Australia; Sundaland; Wallacea; East Asia: Japan; 

Mountains of Southwest China 

 West Asia: Caucasus; Irano-Anatolian 

14. Consider the following pairs : (2009) 

 Famous place Country 

1. Cannes France 

2. Davos Denmark 

3. Roland Garros The Netherlands 

 Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

(a) 1 (b) 1 and 2 

 (c) 2 and 3 (d) 1,2 and 3 

Ans: A 

 



 

 

15. Which one of the following is the country's administrative capital/new 

federal administrative center of Malaysia ? (2009) 

(a) KotaBharu    (b) Kuala Terengganu 

(c) Putrajaya    (d) Taiping 

Ans: C 

 

16. Elephant Pass, which is frequently in the news, is 

mentioned in the context of the affairs of which one of 

the following ? (2009) 

(a) Bangladesh   (b) India 

 (c) Nepal   (d) Sri Lanka 

Ans: D 

 

17. Consider the following countries : (2009) 

1.   Australia 2. Namibia 

3.   Brazil 4. Chile 

 Through which of the above does the Tropic of Capricorn pass /  

 (a) 1 only    (b) 2,3 and 4 

 (c) 1,2 and 3  (d) 1,2,3 and 4 

Ans: D 

 

18.  Which one of the following pairs is not correctly matched? (2009) 

City  River 

(a) Berlin Rhine 

(b) London Thames 

(c) New York Hudson 

(d) Vienna Danube 

Ans: A 

 

19. Cape Canaveral, the site from which space shuttles are 

launched is located on the coast of (2009) 



 

 

(a) Florida (b) Virginia 

 (c) North Carolina (d) South Carolina 

Ans: A 

 

20. Which one amongst the following has the largest 

livestock population in the world ? (2008) 

(a) Brazil  (b) China 

 (c) India   (d)USA 

Ans: A 

 

21. In which one of the following is Malta located? (2008) 

(a) Baltic Sea (b) Mediterranean Sea 

 (c) Black Sea (d) North Sea 

Ans: B 

 

22. Which of the following cities is nearest to the equator ? (2008) 

 (a) Colombo (b) Jakarta 

 (c) Manila (d) Singapore 

Ans: A 

 

23. Which one of the following straits is nearest to the 

International Date Line ? (2008) 

(a) Malacca Strait (b) Bering Strait 

 (c) Strait of Florida (d) Strait of Gibraltar 

Ans: B 

 

24. Which of the following countries share borders with 

Moldova ? (2008) 

1.   Ukraine 2. Romania 

 3. Belarus 

 Select the correct answer using the code given below :  



 

 

Codes : 

 (a) 1 and 2 (b) 2 and 3 

 (c) land 3 (d) 1,2 and 3 

Ans: D 

 

25. Consider the following statements : (2008) 

1. Ajman is one of the seven Emirates of the UAE. 

2. Ras al-Khaimah was the last Sheikhdom to join the UAE. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

(a) 1    (b)2 

(c) 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: B 

 

26. Where is Copacabana Beach located ? (2007) 

(a) Buenos Aires (b) Hawaiian Islands 

 (c) Rio de Janeiro (d) Valletta 

Ans: A 

 

 

27. A : There are no tea plantations in any African country.  

R : Tea plants need fertile soil with high humus. (2007) 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation ofA. 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation ofA. 

(c) A is true but R is false. 

(d) A is false but R is true. 

Ans: C 

 

28. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer using the codes 

given below the lists : (2007) 

List I (City)  List II (River) 

A. Bangkok   1. Irrawaddy 



 

 

B. Phnom-Penh 2. Mekong 

C. Hanoi    3. Menam (Chao Phraya) 

D. Yangon    4. Red River 

Codes : 

  A B C D 

(a) 3 2 4 1 

(b) 4 1 3 2 

(c) 3 1 4 2 

(d) 4 2 3 1 

Ans: C 

 

29. Through which one of the following straits, does a tunnel 

connect the United Kingdom and France ? (2007) 

(a) Davis Strait (b) Denmark Strait 

 (c) Strait of Dover (d) Strait of Gibraltar 

Ans: C 

 

30. The largest coral reef in the world is found near the coast 

of which one of the following countries? (2007) 

(a) Australia (b) Cuba 

 (c) Ghana (d) Philippines 

Ans: A 

The Great Barrier Reef is the world's largest coral reef system 
composed of over 2,900 individual reefs and 900 islands stretching for 
over 2,300 kilometres (1,400 mi) over an area of approximately 

344,400 square kilometres (133,000 sq mi). The reef is located in the 
Coral Sea, off the coast of Queensland, Australia.  

31. In which one of the following oceans is Diamantina 

Trench situated? (2006) 

(a) Pacific Ocean  (b) Atlantic Ocean 

 (c) Indian Ocean  (d) Arctic Ocean 



 

 

Ans: C 

 

32. Other than India and China, which of the following groups of countries 

border Myanmar? (2006) 

(a) Bangladesh, Thailand and Vietnam 

(b) Cambodia, Laos and Malaysia 

(c) Thailand, Vietnam and Malaysia 

(d) Thailand, Laos and Bangladesh 

Ans: A 

 

33. Through which one of the following groups of countries does the Equator 

pass ? (2006) 

(a) Brazil, Zambia and Malaysia 

(b) Colombia, Kenya and Indonesia 

(c) Brazil, Sudan and Malaysia 

(d) Venezuela, Ethiopia and Indonesia 

Ans: B 

 

34. Which one of the following pairs is not correctly matched? (2006) 

(a) Slovenia Bratislava 

(b) Seychelles Victoria 

(c) Sierra Leone Freetown 

(d) Uzbekistan Tashkent 

Ans: A 

 

35. Consider the following statements : (2006) 

1. Length of a terrestrial mile is lesser than that of a nautical mile. 

2. Harmattan is a dusty land-wind of the East African Coast. 

3.   Greece and Albania form a part of the Iberian Peninsula. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 (a) 1,2 and 3 (b) 2 and 3 



 

 

 (c) 3 only (d) 1 only 

Ans: D 

        Length of a nautical mile is 6080 feet while length of a terrestrial mile 
is 5280 feet. 

 The warm and dry winds blowing from north-east and east to west in 

the eastern parts of sahara desert is called Harmattan. 

 

36. Claims to the historical Macedonian territory have been a bone of 

contention between which of the following countries ? (2006) 

(a) Portugal and Spain 

(b) Bulgaria and Greece 

(c) Romania and Bulgaria 

(d) Portugal and Greece 

Ans: B 

 

37. Huangpu River flows through which one of the following 

cities ? (2006) 

(a) Beijing (b) Ho Chi Minh City 

 (c) Shanghai (d) Manila 

Ans: C 

        The Huangpu is the largest river in Shanghai, with Suzhou Creek being 
its major tributary. It is on average 400 meters wide and 9 meters 
deep. It is the last significant tributary of the Yangtze before it empties 

into the East China Sea. 

 

38. Which one of the following countries is the leading producer of uranium ? 

(2006) 

(a) United States of America 

(b) Canada 

(c) Germany 

(d) Zambia 



 

 

Ans: B 

39. Bermuda triangle extends up to which of the following 

places ? (2006) 

1.   Southern Florida 2. Puerto Rico 

 3.   Hawaii Island 

 Select the correct answer using the codes given below : 

(a) 1,2 and 3    (b) land 2 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only   (d) 1 and 3 only 

Ans: B 

        The Apex of the Bermuda Triangle are accepted to be Bermuda, Miami, 
Fia.san Juan and Puerto Rico. 

 

40. Which one of the following countries does not border 

Lithuania ? (2005) 

(a) Poland (b) Ukraine 

 (c) Belarus (d) Latvia 

Ans: B 

 

41. Where are the Balearic Islands located ? (2005) 

 (a) Mediterranean Sea       (b) Black Sea 

 (c) Baltic Sea                   (d) North Sea 

Ans: A 

       The Balearic Islands are an archipelago of Spain in the western 

Mediterranean Sea, near the eastern coast of the Iberian Peninsula. 

 

42. Which one of the following is the correct sequence of the given towns of 

Pakistan while moving from the North towards the South ? (2005) 

(a) Islamabad-Gujranwala-Peshawar-Multan 

(b) Peshawar-Gujranwala-Multan-Islamabad 



 

 

(c) Peshawar-Islamabad-Gujranwala-Multan 

(d) Islamabad-Multan-Peshawar-Gujranwala 

Ans: C 

 

43. Which one of the following pairs is not correctly matched (2005) 

(a) Bahamas        Nassau 

(b) Costa Rica       San Jose 

(c) Nicaragua        Belmopan 

(d) Dominican Republic      Santo Domingo 

Ans: C 

 

44. Match List-I (City) with List II (River) and select the correct answer 

using the codes given below the lists : (2005) 

List-I       List-II 

A. Washington DC    1. River Manzanares 

B. Berlin      2. River Seine 

C. Paris      3. River Spree 

D. Madrid       4. River Potomac 

A  B      C     D 

(a) 2 3 4 1 

(b) 4 2 1 3 

(c) 2 1 4 3 

(d) 4 3 2 1 

Ans: D 

 

45. In which one of the following countries, is Tamil a major 

language ? (2005) 

(a) Myanmar (b) Indonesia 

 (c) Mauritius (d) Singapore 

Ans: D 

     Around 19% of people of Singapore are of Tamil origin. 



 

 

46. Which one of the following is the correct sequence of the given Continents 

in the decreasing order of their percentage of Earth's land ? (2005) 

(a) North America-Africa-South America-Europe 

(b) Africa-North America-South America-Europe 

(c) North America-Africa-Europe-South America 

(d) Africa-North America-Europe-South America 

Ans: B 

       Asia-29.5%,Africa-20%,North America-16.3%,South America-
11.8%,Antartica-9.6%,Europe-6.5% 

 

47. For which one of the following countries, is Spanish not 

an official language ? (2005) 

(a) Chile    (b) Colombia 

 (c) Republic of Congo        (d) Cuba 

Ans: C 

 

48. Which one of the following pairs is not correctly matched? (2005) 

(a) Seikan Rail Tunnel: China 

(b) Petronas Towers : Malaysia 

(c) Appalachian Trail: United States of America 

(d) Rogun Dam : Tajikistan 

Ans: A 

 

49. Which one of the following cities is not a former capital of the given country 

(Country given in the brackets) ? (2005) 

(a) Karachi (Pakistan) 

(b) Auckland (New Zealand) 

(c) Kyoto (Japan) 

(d) Brisbane (Australia) 

Ans: D 



 

 

        Karachi was the capital of Pakistan from 1947 to 1969. Kyoto was the 
capital of Japan from 795 to 1185.Aukland was the capital of New 

Zealand from 1840 to 1865. 

 

50. Itaipu Dam built on the River Parana is one of the largest 

dams in the world. Which of the following two countries 

have this as a joint project ? (2005) 

(a) Brazil and Peru   (b) Paraguay and Ecuador 

(c) Brazil and Paraguay      (d) Colombia and Paraguay 

Ans: C 

 

51. Which one of the following pairs is not correctly matched? (2005) 

 Current Name   Old Name 

(a) Harare Salisbury Salisbury 

(b) Ethiopia   Salisbury 

(c) Ghana   Dutch Guiana 

(d) Kinshasa   Leopoldville 

Ans: C 

 

52. Where is the volcanic mountain, Mount St. Helens located? (2005) 

(a) Chile 

(b) Japan 

(c) Philippines 

(d) United States of America 

Ans: D 

 

53. Consider the following statements : (2005) 

1. Great Britain comprises England, Wales, Scotland and Northern 

Ireland. 

2. England covers less than 60% of the total area of the United Kingdom. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 



 

 

(a) 1    (b)2 

(c) 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: B 

        Great Britain comprises England, Scotland, and Wales while Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland together are known as the New England 

region of the Northeastern USA. 

 

54. The great Asian river Mekong does not run through: (2004) 

(a) China (b) Malaysia 

(c) Cambodia (d) Laos 

Ans: B 

 

55. Latvia does not share its borders with which one of the 

following countries ? (2004) 

(a) Russia (b) Estonia 

 (c) Lithuania (d) Poland 

Ans: A 

        Latvia, officially the Republic of Latvia, is a country in the Baltic region 
of Northern Europe, one of the three Baltic states. It is bordered by 
Estonia to the north, Lithuania to the south, Russia to the east, and 

Belarus to the southeast, as well as a maritime border to the west 
alongside Sweden 

 

56. Match List-I (Safe/Province/Overseas Territory) with List II (Country) 

and select the correct answer using the codes given below the lists. 

(2004) 

List-I     List -II 

A. British Colombia  1. USA 

B. Bavaria    2. UK 

C. Gibraltar   3. Canada 

D. Rhode Island   4. Germany 

     5. Denmark 



 

 

Codes : 

      B C D 

(a) 1 2 5 3 

(b) 3 4 2 1 

(c) 1 4 2 3 

(d) 3 2 5 1 

57. Match List-I (Sea) with List-II (Country) and select the correct answer 

using the codes given below the lists : (2004) 

List I    List-II     

A.Black Sea  1. Bulgaria 

B.Red Sea  2. China 

C.Yellow Sea  3. Eritrea 

D.Caspian Sea 4. Kazakhstan 

Codes  

   A B C D 

 (a)  1 4 2 3 

(b) 2       3       1  4 

(c) 1       3      2  4 

(d) 2       4       1  3 

Ans: C 

 

58. Which one of the following does not border Panama ? (2004) 

(a) Costa Rica (b) Pacific Ocean 

(c) Colombia (d) Venezuela 

Ans: D 

 

59. The waterfall 'Victoria' is associated with the river: (2003) 

(a) Amazon (b) Missouri 

 (c) St. Lawrence (d) Zambeji 

Ans: D 

 



 

 

60. Which one of the following countries does NOT border 

the Caspian Sea ? (2003) 

(a) Armenia (b) Azerbaijan 

 (c) Kazakhstan (d) Turkmenistan 

Ans: A 

        The coastlines of the Caspian are shared by Azerbaijan, Iran, 
Kazakhstan, Russia, and Turkmenistan. 

 

61. Which one among the following covers the highest percentage of forest 

area in the world? (2003) 

(a) Temperate coniferous forest 

(b) Temperate deciduous forests 

(c) Tropical monsoon forests 

(d) Tropical rain forests 

Ans: A 

        Temperate coniferous forest is a terrestrial biome found in temperate 
regions of the world with warm summers and cool winters and 

adequate rainfall to sustain a forest. In most temperate coniferous 
forests, evergreen conifers predominate, while some are a mix of 
conifers and broadleaf evergreen trees and/or broadleaf deciduous 

trees. Temperate evergreen forests are common in the coastal areas of 
regions that have mild winters and heavy rainfall, or inland in drier 
climates or mountain areas. Coniferous forests can be found in the 

United States, Canada, Europe, and Asia. Many species of tree inhabit 
these forests including cedar, cypress, Douglas fir, fir, juniper, pine, 

podocarpus, spruce, redwood and yew. The understory also contains a 
wide variety of herbaceous and shrub species. 

 

62. Israel has common borders with : (2003) 

(a) Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and Egypt 

(b) Lebanon, Syria, Turkey and Jordan 

(c) Cyprus, Turkey, Jordan and Egypt 

(d) Turkey, Syria, Iraq and Yemen 

Ans: A 



 

 

 

63. Which one of the following countries is landlocked : (2003) 

(a) Bolivia (b) Peru 

(c) Surinam (d) Uruguay 

Ans: A 

 

64. In the map given below four islands of Indian Ocean region i.e., (A) 

Seychelles, (B) Chagos, (C) Mauritius and (D) Socotra are marked as 1, 

2, 3 and 4. Match them and select the correct answer from the codes 

given  (2002) 

Ans: D 

 

65. Consider the following countries : (2002) 

1.   Albania 2.   Bosnia Herzegovina 

3.   Croatia 4. Macedonia 

 Which of thesecountries has/have Adriatic Sea as a 

boundary ? 

 (a) 1 and 2 (b) 1, 2 and 3 

 (c) 4 (d) 3 and 4 

Ans: A 

 

66. Match List-I (Ethnic Community) with List-II (Country) and select the 

correct answer : 

List-I    List-II 

A. Mineral Oil   1. Zambia 

B. Copper   2. Guyana 

C. Manganese   3. Venezuela 

D. Bauxite   4. Gabon 

 

Codes:    

      A B C D  

(a) 3  1 4 2  



 

 

(b) 3  1 2 4  

(c) 1  3 2 4  

(d) 1  3 4 2  

Ans: A 

67. The given map shows four towns of Central Asian region marked as 

1,2,3 and 4. Identify these from the following list and select the correct 

answer using the codes given below (2001) 

Towns: 

A. Bishkek B. Ashkhabad  

C. Tashkent D. Dushanbe  

 

Codes:    

      A B C D 

(a)     3 1 2 4 

(b)     3 1 4 2 

(c)     1 3 2 4 

(d)     1 3 4 2 

Ans: A 

 

 
68. Volcanic eruptions do not occur in the: (2001) 

(a) Baltic Sea 

(b) Black Sea 

(c) Caribbean Sea 

(d) Caspian Sea 

Ans: A 

 

69. Match List-I (Minerals) with List-II (Major producer) and select the correct 

answer using the codes given below the lists : (2000) 

A. Aleutian 

B. Kermadee 

C. Sunda 

D. S. Sandwich Codes : (2000) 



 

 

 
Ans: A 



 

 

70. At which one of the cities labelled as A, B, C and D on the given map of 

Europe was the historic treaty between NATO and Warsaw Pact 

countries signed in 1998 ? (2000) 

a. A  b. B  c. C  d. D 

Ans: C 

 

71. Which one of the following is known as the 'Coffee Port' 

of the world? (2000) 

(a) Sao Paulo (b) Santos 

(c) Rio de Janerio (d) Buenos Aires 

Ans: B 

 

72. Match the following and select the correct answer using the codes given 

below :  

Oceanic Trench   Location 

A. Aleutian    Indian Ocean 

B. Kermadee   North Pacific Ocean 

C. Sunda    South Pacific Ocean 

D. S. Sandwich    South Atlantic Ocean 

 

Codes:    

      A B C D 

(a)     2 4 1 3 

(b)     2 3 1 4 

(c)     1 3 2 4 

(d)     1 3 2 3 

Ans: B 

73. Which one of the following lakes forms as international 

boundary between Tanzania and Uganda? (2000) 

(a) Chad (b) Malawi 

(c) Victoria (d) Zambezi 

 



 

 

 

Ans: C 

        Lake Victoria  is one of the African Great Lakes. The lake was named 
after Queen Victoria by the explorer John Hanning Speke, the first 

Briton to document it. Speke accomplished this in 1858, while on an 
expedition with Richard Francis Burton to locate the source of the Nile 
River. 

 

74. A : In Australia, Cattle rearing is done more for meat than for milk. 

R : Australians are traditionally non-vegetarians. (2000)  

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation ofA. 

(c) A is true but R is false. 

(d) A is false but R is true. 

Ans: C 

 

75. Match the drainage basins labelled as A, B, C and D with 

the names listed below and select the correct answer 

using the codes given below the names of the drainage 

basins. (2000) 

1. Ganga-Brahmaputra 

2. Indus 

3. Parana 

4. Zambezi 

Codes : 

 A B C D 

(a) 3 1 2 4 

(b) 1 3 4 2 

(c) 1 3 2 4 

(d) 3 1 4 2 

Ans: D 



 

 

76. Which one of the following port cities in Venezuela has 

been developed as an oil port ? (1999) 

 (a) Caracas (b) Maracaibo 

 (c) Maracay (d) Carupano 

Ans: B 

 

77. A : Chile continues to be an important producer of copper in the world. 

 R : Chile is endowed with the world's largest deposit of porphyry 

copper. (1999) 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation ofA. 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation ofA. 

(c) A is true but R is false. 

(d) A is false but R is true. 

Ans: B 

 

78. Match the cities labelled as A, B, C and D in the given map with the 

names of cities and select the correct answer using the codes given 

below the names of cities. (1999) 

Name of cities : 

1. Darwin  2. Kuala Lumpur 

3. Logos  3. Nairobi 

5. Singapore 

Codes : 

 A B C D 

(a) 1 2 4 3 

(b) 2 1 4 3 

(c) 1 4 5 2 

(d) 4 3 5 2 

     

79. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer using the codes 

given below the lists: 

List I (Timber) List II (Country) 



 

 

A. Cedar 1 Myanmar 

B.  DouglasFir 2 Canada 

C. Mahogany 3 Mexico 

D. Teak 4 Honduras 

Codes : 

 A B C D 

(a)  3 2 1 4 

(b)  3 2 4 1 

(c)  2 3 4 1 

(d)  2 3 1 4 

Ans: B 

80. The Physical regions marked as 1,2,3 and 4 on the given map are 

respectively : 

(a) Andes, Brazilian Shield, Guyana Highlands and Amazon Basin 

(b) Andes, Guyana Highlands, Brazilian Shield and Amazon Basin 

(c) Amazon Basin, Guyana Highlands, Brazilian Shield and Andes 

(d) Guyana Highlands, Brazilian Shield, Andes and Amazon Basin 

Ans: B 

 

81. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer using the codes 

given below the lists: (1999)  

List I (Volcanic Mountain)  List II (Country) 

A. Mt. Rainier    1. Italy 

B. Etna    2. Mexico 

C. Paricutin    3. Philippines 

D. Taal    4. USA 

Codes : 

     A B C D 

(a) 4 2 1 3 

(b) 4 1 2 3 

(c) 2 1 4 3 

(d) 4 3 2 1 



 

 

Ans: B 

82. In the given map, which one of the following pairs of ocean currents is 

shown ? (1999) 

(a) Benguela and Falkland 

(b) Canary and Humboldt 

(c) Agulhas and Guinea 

(d) Benguela and Guinea 

Ans: D 

GEOGRAPHY : POPULATION 

1. Every year, a month long ecologically important campaign/ festival is 

held during which certain communities/ tribes plant saplings of fruit-

bearing trees. Which of the following are such communities/tribes ? 

(2014)  

(a) Bhutia and Lepcha       (b) Gond and Korku 

 (c) Irula and Toda (d) Sahariya and Agariya 

      Ans: B 

To combat the twin problems of malnutrition and environmental 

degradation, adivasis of Harda and Betul districts of Madhya Pradesh have 
decided to launch ‗Operation Guerrilla Green‘ — a movement to plant large 

numbers of fruit bearing trees on vacant land, wherever it is available. 
 
Mobilised under the banner of Shramik Adivasi Sangathan (SAS), a local 

tribal rights organisation, tribals of the region have resolved to plant one 
lakh saplings this year on any barren- degraded land — be it government, 
forest, private or panchayat land. 

To create awareness, the adivasis have begun a month-long planting 
campaign to coincide with hari jiroti — the Gond and Korku festival 

celebrating the beginning of the rains and the new sowing season.The 
movement started with the adivasis taking out a Hariyali Yatra (Green 
March) from the local Chirapatla market in Betul district in the last week of 

July. Last week, they entered the ‗second phase‘ of the movement and 
planted 1,000 saplings. Next, on August 15, the adivasis of Betul planted 
10,000 saplings of fruit bearing trees on barren land in Umberdoh. 

The ‗operation‘ is similar to the Guerrilla Gardening movement, which is 
highly popular in several western countries and which involves planting of 

fruit and vegetable trees on abandoned or degraded land. The project will 
green degraded land and, at the same time providing nutritious fruits to the 
Gond and Korku tribals of this malnutrition-affected region. 

 
 



 

 

2. With referece to 'Changpa' community of India, consider the following 

statements : (2014) 

1. They live mainly in the State of Uttarakhand. 

2. They rear the Pashmina goats that yield a fine wool. 

3. They are kept in the category of Scheduled Tribes. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 (a) 1 (b) 2 and 3 

(c) 3  (d) 1,2 and 3 

Ans B 

The Changpa or Champa are a semi-nomadic Tibetan people found mainly 
in the Changtang in Ladakh and in Jammu and Kashmir. A smaller number 

resides in the western regions of the Tibet Autonomous Region and were 
partially relocated for the establishment of the Changtang Nature Reserve. 

 

3.   Consider the following pairs : 

Tribe     State 

1. Limboo (Limbu)  Sikkim 

2. Karbi    Himachal Pradesh 

3. Dongaria Kondh  Odisha 

4. Bonda    Tamilandu 

Which of the above pairs are correctly matched? 

(a) 1 and 3 (b) 2 and 4 

(c) 1,3 and 4 (d) 1,2, 3 and 4 

Ans: A 

 

4. India is regarded as a country with "Demographic Dividend". This is due 

to (2011) 

(a) its high population in the age group below 15 years 

(b) its high population in the age group of 15-64 years 

(c) its high population in the age group above 65 years 

(d) its high total population 

Ans: B 



 

 

Demographic dividend occurs when the proportion of working people in the 
total population is high because this indicates that more people have the 

potential to be productive and contribute to growth of the economy. 
 

5. Which one among the following South Asian countries 

has the highest population density ? (2009) 

(a) India (b) Nepal 

 (c) Pakistan (d) Sri Lanka 

Ans: A 

6. Consider the following statements : (2009) 

1. Infant mortality rate takes into account the death of infants within a 

month after birth. 

2. Infant mortality rate is the number of infant deaths in a particular 

year per 100 live births during that year. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 (b) 2 

(c) 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: D 

IMR takes in to account the death of infants within a year.It is the number 
of infant death per 1000 live births. 

 

7. In which one of the following places is the Shompen 

tribe found ? (2009) 

(a) Nilgiri Hills (b) Nicobar Islands 

(c) Spiti Valley (d) Lakshadweep Islands 

Ans:B 

The Shompen or Shom Pen are the indigenous people of the interior of Great 
Nicobar Island, part of the Indian union territory of Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands. 
 

8. As per India's National Population Policy, 2000, by 

which one of the following years is it our long-term 

objective to achieve population stabilization ? (2008) 

(a) 2025 (b) 2035 



 

 

 (c) 2045 (d) 2055 

Ans:C 

9. For India, China, the UK and the USA, which one of the following is the 

correct sequence of the median age of their populations ? (2008) 

 

(a) China<India<UK<USA 

(b) India<China<USA<UK 

(c) China<India<USA<UK 

(d) India<China<UK<USA 

Ans: B 

10. What is the approximate percentage of persons above 65 

years of age in India's current population ? (2008) 

(a) 14-15% (b) 11-12% 

 (c) 8-9% (d) 5-6% 

Ans: D 

11. Which two countries follow China and India in the 

decreasing order of their population ? (2008) 

(a) Brazil and USA (b) USA and Indonesia 

(c) Canada and Malaysia    (d) Russia and Nigeria 

Ans: B 

12. Amongst the following States, which one has the highest percentage of 

rural population to its total population (on the basis of the Census, 

2001) ? (2008)  

(a) Himachal Pradesh       (b) Bihar 

 (c) Odisha (d) Uttar Pradesh 

Ans: A 

13. Which of the following are among the million-plus cities 

in India on the basis of data of the Census, 2001 ? (2008) 

1.   Ludhiana 2. Kochi 

 3.   Surat 4. Nagpur 



 

 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below : 

Codes: 

(a) 1,2 and 3 (b) 2, 3 and 4 

(c) 1 and 4 (d) 1,2, 3 and 4 

Ans: D 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

UA 

2011 

Extended UA 

2011 

2001 

Census 

1 Delhi 16,314,838 21,753,486 12,877,470 

2 Greater Mumbai 18,414,288 20,748,395 16,434,386 

3 Kolkata 14,112,536 14,617,882 13,205,697 

4 Chennai 8,696,010 8,917,749 6,560,242 

5 Bangalore 8,499,399 8,728,906 5,701,446 

6 Hyderabad   7,749,334 5,742,036 

7 Ahmedabad 6,240,201 6,352,254 4,525,013 

8 Pune   5,049,968 3,760,636 

9 Surat   4,585,367 2,811,614 

10 Jaipur   3,073,350 2,322,575 

11 Kanpur   2,920,067 2,715,555 

12 Lucknow   2,901,474 2,245,509 

13 Nagpur 2,497,777 2,583,911 2,129,500 

14 Ghaziabad   (NCR) 2,358,525 (NCR) 968,256 

15 Indore   2,167,447 1,506,062 

16 Coimbatore   2,151,466 1,461,139 

17 Kochi   2,117,990 1,355,972 

18 Patna   2,046,652 1,697,976 

19 Kozhikode*   2,030,519 880,247 

20 Bhopal   1,883,381 1,458,416 

21 Thrissur *   1,854,783 330,122 

22 Vadodara   1,817,191 1,491,045 

23 Agra   1,746,467 1,331,339 

24 Vishakhapatnam   1,730,320 1,345,938 

25 Malappuram*   1,698,645 170,409 



 

 

26 Thiruvananthapuram*   1,687,406 889,635 

27 Ludhiana   1,613,878 1,398,467 

28 Kannur*   1,642,892 498,207 

29 Nashik   1,562,769 1,152,326 

30 Vijayawada   1,491,202 1,039,518 

31 Madurai   1,462,420 1,203,095 

32 Varanasi   1,435,113 1,203,961 

33 Meerut   1,424,908 1,161,716 

34 Faridabad    (NCR) 1,404,653 (NCR) 1,055,938 

35 Rajkot   1,390,933 1,003,015 

36 Jamshedpur   1,337,131 1,104,713 

37 Srinagar   1,273,312 988,210 

38 Jabalpur   1,267,564 1,098,000 

39 Asansol   1,243,008 1,067,369 

40 Vasai - Virar (MMR) 1,221,233 (MMR) … 

41 Allahabad   1,216,719 1,042,229 

42 Dhanbad   1,195,298 1,065,327 

43 Aurangabad   1,189,376 892,483 

44 Amritsar   1,183,705 1,003,917 

45 Jodhpur   1,137,815 860,818 

46 Ranchi   1,126,741 863,495 

47 Raipur   1,122,555 700,113 

48 Kollam*   1,110,005 380,091 

49 Gwalior   1,101,981 865,548 

50 Durg-Bhilainagar   1,064,077 927,864 

51 Chandigarh   1,025,682 808,515 

52 Tiruchirapalli   1,021,717 866,354 

53 Kota   1,001,365 703,150 

*As per new definition of Urban Agglomeration in Kerala 
 

14. Among the following, which one has the minimum 

population on the basis of data of Census of India, 

2001? (2008) 

(a) Chandigarh (b) Mizoram 

 (c) Puducherry (d) Sikkim 

Ans: D 

15. Which one among the following States of India has the lowest density of 

population ? (2007)  

(a) Himachal Pradesh       (b) Meghalaya 



 

 

(c) Arunachal Pradesh       (d) Sikkim 

Ans: C 

https://data.gov.in/catalog/final-population-totals-census-2001-india-and-

states 
 

16. Consider the following statements : (2006)  

1.   According to the Census 2001, Kerala has the smallest gap in male 

and female literacy rates among the 28 states of India (Delhi and 

Puducherry not included). 

2.   According to the Census 2001, Rajasthan has literacy rate above 

the national average literacy rate. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

(a) 1   (b)2 

(c) 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: D 

 https://data.gov.in/catalog/final-population-totals-census-2001-india-and-

states 

17. According to the Census 2001, which one of the 

following Indian States has the maximum population in 

India after Uttar Pradesh ? (2005) 

(a) West Bengal (b) Maharashtra 

 (c) Bihar (d) Tamil Nadu 

Ans: B 

 https://data.gov.in/catalog/final-population-totals-census-2001-india-and-
states 
 

 
 

 

18. Which one of the following statements is not correct ? (2005) 

(a) There is no definition of the Scheduled Tribe in the Constitution of 

India. 

(b) North-East India accounts for a little over half of the country's tribal 

population 

https://data.gov.in/catalog/final-population-totals-census-2001-india-and-states
https://data.gov.in/catalog/final-population-totals-census-2001-india-and-states
https://data.gov.in/catalog/final-population-totals-census-2001-india-and-states
https://data.gov.in/catalog/final-population-totals-census-2001-india-and-states
https://data.gov.in/catalog/final-population-totals-census-2001-india-and-states
https://data.gov.in/catalog/final-population-totals-census-2001-india-and-states


 

 

(c) The people known as Todas live in the Nilgiri area 

(d) Lotha is a language spoken in Nagaland. 

Ans: B 

Northeast India accounts for 12% where as Peninsular India has 88% of 

totaltribal population in India. 
 

19. Consider the following statements : (2005) 

1. India is the second country in the world to adopt a National Family 

Planning Programme. 

2. The National Population Policy of India 2000 seeks to achieve 

replacement level of fertility by 2010 with a population of 111 crores. 

3. Kerala is the first State in India to achieve replacement level of 

fertility. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

   (a) 1  (b) 1 and 2 

   (c) 2 and 3 (d) 1,2 and 3 

Ans: C 

India was the first country in the world to have launched a National 
Programme for Family Planning in 1952. Over the decades, the programme 

has undergone transformation in terms of policy and actual programme 
implementation and currently being repositioned to not only achieve 

population stabilization goals but also promote reproductive health and 
reduce maternal, infant & child mortality and morbidity. 
The objectives, strategies and activities of the Family Planning division are 

designed and operated towards achieving the family welfare goals and 
objectives stated in various policy documents (NPP: National Population 
Policy 2000, NHP: National Health Policy 2002, and NHM: National Rural 

Health Mission) and to honour the commitments of the Government of India 
(including ICPD: International Conference on Population and Development, 

MDG: Millennium Development Goals, SDG: Sustainable Development 
Goals, and others) 
 

20. Which one of the following is the correct statement on the basis of 

Census-2001 ? (2005) 

(a) Bihar has the highest percentage of the Scheduled Castes of its 

population 



 

 

(b) The decadal growth of population of India (19912001) has been below 

20%. 

(c) Mizoram is the Indian State with the least population 

(d) Puducherry has the highest sex ratio among the Union Territories 

Ans: D 

https://data.gov.in/catalog/final-population-totals-census-2001-india-and-
states 

 

21. Consider the following statements : (2005) 

1. Areawise, Chhattisgarh is larger than West Bengal. 

2. According to the Population 2001 Census, population of West Bengal 

is larger than that of Chhattisgarh. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?  

(a) 1 

(c) 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

https://data.gov.in/catalog/final-population-totals-census-2001-india-and-
states 

 
 

22. In which one of the following Union Territories, do the 

people of the Onge tribe live ? (2004) 

(a) Andaman and Nicobar Islands 

(b) Dadra and Nagar Haveli 

(c) Daman and Diu 

(d) Lakshadweep 

Ans: C 

The Onge are one of the Andamanese indigenous peoples of the Andaman 
Islands. Traditionally hunter-gatherers, they are a designated Scheduled 

Tribe of India 
 

23. Consider the following statements : (2004) 

As per 2001 Census 

1. The two States with the lowest sex ratio are Haryana and Punjab 

2. The two States with the lowest population per sq km of area are 

Meghalaya and Mizoram 

https://data.gov.in/catalog/final-population-totals-census-2001-india-and-states
https://data.gov.in/catalog/final-population-totals-census-2001-india-and-states
https://data.gov.in/catalog/final-population-totals-census-2001-india-and-states
https://data.gov.in/catalog/final-population-totals-census-2001-india-and-states


 

 

3. Kerala has both the highest literacy rate and sex ratio 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 (a) 3               (b) 2 and 3 

   (c) 1 and 2  (d) 1 and 3 

Ans: D 

 https://data.gov.in/catalog/final-population-totals-census-2001-india-and-
states 

24. Consider the following international languages : (2004) 

1.   Arabic 2. French 

3. Spanish 

 The correct sequence of the languages given above in the 

decreasing order of the number of their speakers is 

(a) 3-1-2 (b) 1-3-2 

 (c) 3-2-1 (d) 1-2-3 

Ans: A 

Spanish-425 million, Arabic-256 million, French-129 million 
 

25. Which among the following countries has the largest 

population ? 

(a) Indonesia (b) Japan 

(c) Pakistan (d) Sudan 

Ans: A 

Indonesia-217 million, Japan-127 million, Pakistan-144 million, sudan-32.6 
million 

26. India's population growth during the 20th century can be classified into 

four distinct phases. Match List-I (Period) with List-II (Phase) and select 

the correct answer using the codes given below the list: (2003) 

List I (Period) List II (Phase) 

A. 1901-1921 1. Steady growth 

B. 1921-1951 2. Rapid high growth 

C. 1951-1981 3. Stagnant growth 

D. 1981-2001 4. High growth with definite  signs of slowdown 

Codes : 

https://data.gov.in/catalog/final-population-totals-census-2001-india-and-states
https://data.gov.in/catalog/final-population-totals-census-2001-india-and-states


 

 

A B C D 

(a) 3 1 4 2 

(b) 1 3 2 4 

(c) 3 1 2 4 

(d) 1 3 4 2 

Ans: C 

27. Which one among the following States has the highest 

female literacy rate as per the Census 2001? (2003) 

(a) Chhattisgarh (b) Madhya Pradesh 

 (c) Odisha (d) Rajasthan 

Ans: A 

https://data.gov.in/catalog/final-population-totals-census-2001-india-and-
states 

 

28. Which one among the following languages has largest 

number of speakers in the world ? (2003) 

(a) Bengali (b) French 

 (c) Japanese (d) Portuguese 

Ans: B 

29. Which amongst the following States has the highest 

population density as per Census 2001 ? (2003) 

(a) Kerala (b) Madhya Pradesh 

 (c) Uttar Pradesh (d) West Bengal 

Ans: D 

https://data.gov.in/catalog/final-population-totals-census-2001-india-and-
states 

 

30. Berber speaking community, frequently in the news, lives in (2002) 

(a) Afghanistan   (b) Algeria 

(c) Argentina  (d) Australia 

Ans: B 

Berbers or Amazighs are an ethnic group indigenous to North Africa. 

 

https://data.gov.in/catalog/final-population-totals-census-2001-india-and-states
https://data.gov.in/catalog/final-population-totals-census-2001-india-and-states
https://data.gov.in/catalog/final-population-totals-census-2001-india-and-states
https://data.gov.in/catalog/final-population-totals-census-2001-india-and-states


 

 

31. Consider the following countries : (2002) 

1.   Brazil 2. Indonesia 

 3.   Japan 4. Russia 

What is the descending order of the size of the following countries 

population-wise ? 

 (a) 1,2,4,3 (b) 2,3, 1,4 

 (c) 2,1,4,3 (d) 1,2,3,4 

Ans: C 

Indonesia-217 million, Japan-127 million, Brazil-170 million, Russia-146 
million. 
 

32. Consider the following countries of South Asia: (2002) 

1.   Bangladesh 2. India 

 3.   Pakistan 4.   Sri Lanka 

The descending order of literacy status of these countries: 

(a) 4,2,1,3 (b) 2,4,3,1 

(c) 4,2,3, 1 (d) 2,4, 1,3 

Ans: C 

Sri lanka-90.7%,India-65.5%,Pakistan-40.9%, Bangladesh-38.9% 

 

33. The high density of population in Nile Valley and Island of Java is 

primarily due to (2001) 

(a) Intensive agriculture 

(b) Industrialisation 

(c) Urbanisation 

(d) Topographic constraints 

Ans: A 

34. Consider the decadal Census data given below: (2001)  

Decadal population (in millions) 

Year Population 

1961 10.7 

1971 14.3 



 

 

1981 16.2 

1991 18.9 

The above data refer to which one of the population by religion groups 

? 

(a) Sikhs (b) Jains 

(c) Christians (d) Buddhists 

Ans: C 

35. The largest number of Buddhists is found in (2001) 

 (a) Bihar (b) Karnataka 

 (c) Maharashtra (d) Uttar Pradesh 

       Ans: C 

36. Consider the following statements about the megacities 

of India: (2000) 

1. Population of each megacity is more than 5 million 

2. All the megacities are important sea ports 

3. Megacities are either national or state capitals Which of these 

statements are correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 (b) 1 and 2 

(c) 2 and 3 (d) 1 and 3 

Ans: D 

A megacity is usually defined as a metropolitan area with a total population 

in excess of ten million people. A megacity can be a single metropolitan area 
or two or more metropolitan areas that converge. The terms conurbation, 
metropolis and metroplex are also applied to the latter. 

 

37. Which one of the following statements is true according 

to 1991 Census data ? (2000) 

(a) UP has the highest density of population in India 

(b) Himachal Pradesh has the highest female to male sex ratio in India 

(c) West Bengal has the highest growth rate of population in India 

(d) Bihar has the lowest literacy rate in India 

Ans: D 

 http://www.sai.uni-heidelberg.de/saibiblio/PDFs/Census-91.pdf 
 

http://www.sai.uni-heidelberg.de/saibiblio/PDFs/Census-91.pdf


 

 

 

38. Which one of the following pairs of primitive tribes and places of their 

inhabitation is NOT correctly matched ? (2000) 

(a) Buksa: Paun-Garhwal   (b) Kol: Jabalpur  

(c) Munda: Chhotanagpur  (d) Korba: Kodagu 

 Directions : The next two items arebased on the following table. Study 

the same carefully and attempt the two items that follow it. 

Indicators of development for some Asian countries Countries       

Life Infant Adult expectancy mortality rate literacy at birth (per 1000 

live rate (years)(births) (percent) 

 

    1995           1996  1995 

India    62.4   72  52 

China   69.2            38  82 

Indonesia  64.0             47  84 

Malaysia          71.4             11  84 

Thailand          69.5             31  94 

Korea             71.7               6  98 

Philippines       67.4             32  95 

Ans: A 

Buksa is from Maharastra, Amaravati district. 

 

39. Which of the following statements is false ? (2000) 

(a) All countries other than India have over 80% literacy rate 

(b) Malaysia and Korea have life expectancy higher than all other 

countries 

(c) Higher the adult literacy, lower is the infant mortality 

(d) The life expectancy at birth in India is almost the same as that of 

Indonesia. 

Ans: C 

40. The best performance with regard to human development 

among the countries is (2000) 



 

 

(a) China (b) Malaysia 

 (c) Korea (d) Philippines 

       Ans: C 

41. A person of mixed European and Indian blood in Latin 

America is called a (1999) 

(a) Mulatto (b) Mestizo 

 (c) Meiji (d) MauMau 

Ans: B 

Mestizo is a term traditionally used in Spain and Spanish America to mean 
a person of combined European and Amerindian descent, or someone who 

would have been deemed a Castizo (one European parent and one Mestizo 
parent) regardless if the person was born in Latin America or elsewhere. 

 

42. The language spoken by the largest number of people in 

the world is (1999) 

(a) Hindi (b) English 

 (c) Mandarin (d) Spanish 

Ans: C 

Mandarin is a group of related varieties of Chinese spoken across most of 

northern and southwestern China. 

 

43. Match the areas shown on A, B, C and D on the given map showing with the 

largest religious minorities. Select the correct answer using the codes given 

below the list: (1999) 

Largest Religious Minorities 

1. Buddhists  2. Christians  

3. Jains  4. Muslims 

5. Silhs 

Ans: C 

 

44. The population growth rate in Kerala is the lowest among major Indian 

states. Which one of the following is the most widely accepted reason for 

this ? (1999) 



 

 

(a) Kerala has made the highest investment in family planning. 

(b) Kerala has the highest literacy rate in India 

(c) Kerala has invested heavily in promoting literacy and public health 

and placed high priority on social policies 

(d) The population pyramid in Kerala has relatively fewer women in the 

reproductive age group 

Ans: C 

Between 1991-2001 the annual exponential grouth rate of population was 

1.95 percent. Nagaland had the highest rate while Kerala had the lowest. 

 

45. Among which of the following sets of social/religious groups is the extent 

of poverty highest as per Government statistics for the 90s. (1999) 

(a) Muslims in Kerala, Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh 

(b) Tribals in Bihar, MP and Maharashtra 

(c) SCs in Punjab, Western UP, North Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu 

(d) Christians in Gujarat, Maharashtra and Assam 

Ans: B 

 

46. As per 1991 Census, which one of the following groups of Union Territories 

had the highest literacy rate ? (1999) 

(a) Chandigarh and Dadar Nagar Haveli 

(b) Delhi and Andaman Nicobar Islands 

(c) Andaman Nicobar Islands & Puducherry 

(d) Puducherry and Delhi 

Ans: B 

 

 

47. The term 'Aryan' denotes  

(a) an ethnic group  (b) a nomadic people 

(c) speech group  (d) a superior race 

Ans: C 



 

 

48. Which one of the following pairs of states and tribes is not correctly 

matched ? (1999) 

(a) Assam Miri 

(b) Nagaland Konyak 

(c) Arunachal Pradesh Apatani 

(d) Madhya Pradesh Lambada 

Ans: D 

49. Among the Indian states shown labelled 1, 2, 3 and 4 in the rough 

outline map given, the correct sequence of descending order of per cent of 

scheduled tribe population to their total population is : (1998) 

(a) 1,3,2,4   (b) 3,2,1,4 

(c) 3,1,4,2         (d) 1,3,4,2 

Ans: B 

 

50. Which one of the following languages belongs to the 

Austric group ? (1998) 

 (a) Marathi (b) Ladakhi 

 (c) Kliasi (d) Tamil 

Ans: C 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 

1. About 50%> of the world population is concentrated between the 

latitudes of: (1997) 

(a) 50Nand200N   (b) 200N and 400N 

(c) 400Nand600N   (d) 200S and 400S 

 A  B   C D 

(a) 3   5   1 4 

(b) 3   1   2 5 

(c) 2   1   3 4 

(d) 1   4   2 3 

Ans: B 



 

 

50% population of the world is found between the 200‘N latitude and  

40030‘ N latitudes because between these latitudes the most highly 

populated countries like China, India, Bangladesh, Japan, Myanmar, 

Pakistan etc., are situated. 

 

2. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer : 

 List – I  List – II 

A Deccan Traps 1 Late Cenozioc 

B Western Ghats 2 Pre-Cambrian 

C Aravalli 3 Cretaceous Eocene 

D Narmada-Tapi alluvial deposits 4 Cambrian 

  5 pleistocene 

 

  Codes : 

 A B C D 

A 3 5 1 4 

B 3 1 2 5 

C 2 1 3 4 

D 1 4 2 3 

Ans: B 

 

3.   Consider the map given below: (1997) 

  a. Irrawaddy   b. Mekong 

  c. Chao Phraya  d. Salween 

Ans: D 

 The map shown in the question is for Myanmar and the river shown in 

 the map is Salveen which flows, from the Sann state of the Myanmar,

 Sann has huge quantity of various ores. 

 

4. The planet Mercury is revolving in an elliptical orbit around the sun as 

shown in the given figure. The kinetic energy of Mercury is greatest at 

the point labelled (1997) 



 

 

 (a) A   (b) B 

 (c) C  (d) D 

Ans: A 

5.  "From Aceh in the far north west to Torres Strait in the east is 5000 

miles, almost as far as from London to Baghdad. The archipelago has 

14,000 islands some mere equatorial rocks, others some of the largest 

in the world." This description best fits : (1997) 

 (a) West Indies  (b). Japan 

 (c) Philippines (d). Indonesia 

Ans: D 

6. Consider the map given below: 

Of the four shaded areas in the map, which is characterized by hot dry 

summers, mild and moist winters and seasonal reversal of winds is the 

area labeled: 

 

(a) 1  (b) 2   (C) 3  (D) 4 

Ans: C 

7. Consider the geographical details given in the following figure: (1997) 

 The point marked by A in the above figure indicates a country in 

 (a) North America (b) Sourth America 

 (c) Europe (d) Asia 

Ans: A 

8. Daily weather map showing isobars is an example of: (1997) 

(a) Choroplethe map (b) Isopleth map 

(c) Chrochromatic map      (d) Choroschematic 

Ans: B 

 



 

 

9. One will NOT have to pass through the Suez Canal while going from 

Bombay to: (1997) 

 (a) Alexandria  (b) Suez 

 (c) Port Said  (d) Benghazi 

Ans: B

10. During a flight from Delhi to Tokyo the following are the landing airports : 

(1997) 

1.   Hongkong 2. Hanoi 

3.   Taipei 4. Bangkok 

Choose the correct answer using the codes given below : 

(a) 1,2,3,4 (b) 4,2,1,3 

(c) 3,4, 1,2 (d) 4, 1,2,3 

Ans: B 

11. When an air bubble at the bottom of lake rises to the top, it will: (1996) 

(a) increase in size 

(b) decrease in size 

(c) maintain its size 

(d) flatten into a dish like shape 

Ans: A 

Here option (a) will be correct response because while the air bubble  is 

at the bottom there will be more atmospheric pressure on it an when it 

will come at the surface of water, there will be lower pressure on it and 

thus it will be increased in size. This could also be proved from the 

Boyal‘s Low which provides that PV=k. Source – Physics by Mittal. 

 

12. Which one of the following layers of the atmosphere is responsible for the 

deflection of radio waves? (1996) 

(a) Troposphere 

(b) Stratosphere 

(c) Mesosphere 

(d) Ionosphere 

Ans: D 



 

 

 Ionosophere is the 4th layer of atmosphere. It is found at the height of 

 80-400 km, above the Mesophere. The gases which are found here are 

 electrically changed. This layer reflects the radio waves and from the 

 earth. Source – Geography by D.R. Khullar. 

13. Given below are two statements, one labelled as Assertion (A) and the 

other labelled as Reason (R):(1996) 

 Assertion (A) : Areas near the equator receive rainfall throughout the 

year. 

 Reason (R): High temperatures and high humidity cause convectional 

rain in most afternoons near the equator. In the context of the above 

two statements, which one of the following is correct? 

 (a)   Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation ofA 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

Ans: A 

14. 'Saddle paek' is the highest peak of Andaman and Nicobar islands is 

located in: (1996) 

 (a) Great Nicobar (b) Middle Andaman 

 (c) Little Andaman (d) North Andaman 

Ans: D 

15. Given below are two statements, one labelled as Assertion (a) and the 

other labelled as Reason (R): (1996) 

 Assertion (A) : Mangroves are very specialised forest ecosystems of 

tropical and sub-tropical regions bordering certain sea coasts. 

 Reason (R) : They stabilise the shoreline and act as bulwark against 

encroachments by sea. In the context of the above two statements, 

which one of the following is correct? 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation ofA 



 

 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

Ans: B 

Here both A and R are true but R does not explain A correctly  because 

‗Mangroves‘ are found in tropical and sub-tropical regions particularly 

where the rivers make a Delta. In delta areas the land  becomes salty 

and therefore no other vegetation can grow except  mangroves. In these 

areas they grow in plenty and they have deep roots  and therefore they 

are able to prevent soil erosion. Thus both A and R  are correct but R 

does not explain A correctly. Since Mangrove vegetation  is the result of 

special ecological conditions of Delta area. Source –  Geography by 

Khullar. 

16. Which of the following pairs are correctly matched? (1996) 

1. Idukki ....... Thermal power station 

2. Sabarigiri .. Hydro-electric project 

3. Ghatprabha Irrigation project 

4. Ramganga. Multipurpose project 

(a) 2, 3 and 4 (b) 1,2, 3 and 4 

(c) 3 and 4 (d) 1 and 2 

Ans: A 

17. Which one of the following sets of conditions is necessary for good 

cultivation of wheat? (1996) 

(a) Moderate temperature and moderate rainfall 

(b) High temperature and heavy rainfall 

(c) High temperature and moderate rainfall 

(d) Low temperature and low rainfall 

Ans: A 

 Winter Wheat own in late autumn and is harvested in summer. In 

 requires a temperature around 15.05C warm and moist weather in 

 early  stages of growth and sunny and dry later. Either light clay or 

 heavy loam  which is relatively stiff and given the plants firm support 

 is regarded bese but the world‘s best wheat comes from chermozem 



 

 

 soils in the black  earth region of Ukrainian steppes. Source – 

 Spectrum‘s Handbook of G.S. 

18. The rough outline map shows a portion of the Middle-East. The countries 

labelled A, B, C and D are respectively. (1996) 

(a) Syria, Iraq, Jordan and Saudi Arabia 

(b) Syria, Iraq, Saudi Arabia and Jordan 

(c) Iraq, Syria, Saudi Arabia and Jordan 

(d) Iraq, Syria, Jordan and Saudi Arabia 

Ans: C 

19. Local supply of coal is not available to: (1996) 

(a) TUSCO, Jamshedpur         (b) VSL, Bhadravati 

(c) HSL,Durgapur   (d) HSL, Bhilai 

Ans: B 

 Bhadravati steel plant does not have supply of coal from the local 

 from the local area. Here coal is obtained by buriage the wood of tresst

 but it has supply of electric power from the Sivasamudram water falls. 

 Source-Unique General Studies. 

20. Which one of the following areas of India produces largest amount of 

cotton? 

(a) North-Western India and Gangetic West Bengal 

(b) North-Western and Western India 

(c) Western and Southern India 

(d) Plains of Northern India 

Ans: B 

 In India Gujarat produces most of the Cotton. Maharashtra. Tamil 

 nadu, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Punjab and Haryana are the other 

 important cotton producing areas. Source-Spectrum‘s HandBook of   

 G.S. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHYSICAL 

1. Who of the following founded a new city on the south bank of a 

tributaiy to river Krishna and undertook to rule his new kingdom as the 

agent of a deity to whom all the land south of the river Krishna was 

supposed to belong?  (2015) 

(a) Amoghavarsha I (b) Ballala II 

(c) Harihara I           (d) Prataparudra II 

Ans: C 

Harihara I (1336–1356 CE), also called Hakka was the founder of 
the Vijayanagara empire. He was BhavanaSangama‘s eldest son and was 

founder of the Sangama dynasty, the first among the four dynasties that 
ruled Vijayanagar. An inscription dated 1346 regarding a grant to 

the Sringerimatha indicates Harihara I as the ruler of ―whole country 
between the eastern and the western seas, and the inscription 
describes VidyaNagara (that is, the city of learning) as his capital. Harihara I 

is accredited with establishing a centralized administrative setup and an 
orderly governance which afforded peace, prosperity, and security to his 
subjects. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vijayanagara_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sangama_Dynasty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vijayanagara
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sringeri_matha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bay_of_Bengal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabian_Sea


 

 

2. In a particular region in India, the local people train the roots of living 

trees into robust bridges across the streams. As the time passes, these 

bridges become stronger. These unique 'living root bridges' are found 

in- (2015) 

(a) Meghalaya (b) Himachal Pradesh 

 (c) Jharkhand (d) Tamil Nadu 

Ans: A 

Living root bridges are a form of tree shaping common in the southern part 
of the Northeast Indian state ofMeghalaya. They are handmade from the 
aerial rootsof Rubber Trees ( Ficuselastica ) by the Khasi and Jaintia peoples 

of the mountainous terrain along the southern part of the Shillong Plateau 

3. Which one of the following pairs of islands is separated from each other 

by the 'Ten Degree Channel' ? (2014) 

(a) Andaman and Nicobar 

(b) Nicobar and Sumatra 

(c) Maldives and Lakshadweep 

(d) Sumatra and Java 

Ans:A 

The Ten Degree Channel is a channel that separates the Little Andaman and 
Car Nicobar in the Bay of Bengal. The two sets of islands together form 

the Indian Union Territory (UT) of Andaman and Nicobar Islands. This 
channel is 150 km wide. 

 

4.   Consider the following pairs : (2014) 

1. Dampa Tiger Reserve - Mizoram 

2. Gumti Wildlife Sanctuary - Sikkim 

3. Saramati Peak   - Nagaland 

 Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched ? 

(a) 1 (b) 2 and 3 

 (c) 1 and 3 (d) 1,2 and 3 

Ans: C 

TheDampa Tiger Reserve is the largest wildlife sanctuary in Mizoram, which 
covers an area of approximately 550 km2. It is situated in the western part 

of Mizoram state, at the international border with Bangladesh about 127 km 
from Aizawl. It is the natural home of leopards, Indian bison, barking deer, 
sloth bear, gibbons, langurs, slow loris, rhesus macaque, Indian Python , 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Channel_(geography)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bay_of_Bengal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_territory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andaman_and_Nicobar_Islands


 

 

wild boar and a variety of birds 
Gumti Wildlife Sanctuary is a Wildlife Sanctuary in Tripura, India.[1] It 

covers an area of about 389.54 square kilometres (150.40 sq mi). 
About: This sanctuary is the place for many animals like elephants, sambar, 

buffalo, yapping deer, sarow and wild goat and numerous more. Reptiles 
have additionally discovered a home in the sanctuary 
Saramati is a peak rising above the surrounding peaks at the mountainous 

border of Nagaland state, India and the Sagaing Region, Burma. It is located 
near Tuensang town, Tuensang district and Thanamir Village in the Kiphire 
district of Nagaland] 

With a height of 3,826 m and a prominence of 2,885 m, Saramati is one of 
the ultra prominent peaks of Southeast Asia.[ 

 
 

5. Which of the following have coral reefs ? (2014) 

1. Andaman and Nicobar Islands 

2. GulfofKachchh 

3. Gulf of Mannar 

4. Sunderbans 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below : 

(a) 1,2 nd 3 (b) 2 and 4 

(c)  l and 3 (d) 1,2, 3 and 4 

Ans: A 

Coral reefs in India are one of the most ancient and dynamic ecosystems of 
India. The coral reefs not only provide a sanctuary to a myriad of marine life 

but also play a key role in protecting the coastline from erosion. India has 
about 7517 km of coastline including islands but mainland coast is 6100 
km. 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
Situated in the Bay of Bengal, exclusively fringing reefs of about 500 

islands, most of these islands have a healthy biodiversity. 
Gulf of Kutch 
Exclusively consists of fringing reefs. The reefs are relatively less developed 

due to large range of temperature and high salinity. The harbours have less 
biodiversity. The entire Gulf of Kutch is also known as a marine national 
park 

Gulf of Mannar 
Fringing reefs with a chain of 21 islands from Rameswaram in the north 

to Thoothukudi (Tuticorin) in the south. This part of the gulf forms part of 
the Gulf of Mannar biosphere reserve. 
Lakshadweep 

Exclusively coral atolls with 36 islands, of which 10 are inhabited. The 
islands range from less than 1 km (0.62 mi) to about 9 km (5.6 mi) in 

length, and do not exceed 2 km (1.2 mi) in width. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wildlife_Sanctuary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tripura
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6. Consider the following rivers : (2014) 

1.   Barak 2. Lohit 

3. Subansiri 

Which of the above flows/flow through Arunachal Pradesh ? 

a. 1 b. 2 and 3 c. 1 and 3 d. 1,2 and 3 

Ans: B 

Arunachal Pradesh Rivers 

Brahmaputra. Brahmaputra river is the major river in Arunachal Pradesh. 
Brahmaputra river is 2,900 km long. ... 
Subansiri. The Subansiririver starts in the Himalayas. ... 

Kameng. The old name of Kameng River was Bhareli. ... 
Lohit. In the Zayal Chu range of eastern Tibet lohit river is rises. 

 

7.  Consider the following pairs: 

Hills Region 

1.   Cardamon Hills Coromandel Coast 

2.   Kaimur Hills Konkan Coast 

3.   Mahadeo Hills Central India 

4.   Mikir Hills North-East India 

Which of the above pairs are correctly matched? 

(a) 1 and 2 (b) 2 an 3 

(c) 3 and 4 (d) 2 and 4 

Ans: C 

 

Cardamom Hills, mountainous area in southeastern Kerala state, 

southern India, forming part of the Western Ghats range. Some of its 
eastern peaks are above elevations of 4,500 feet (1,370 metres). The 

Cardamom Hills region produces tea, coffee, teak, and bamboo as well as 
the cardamom for which it is named. 
Kaimur Range is the mountainous region of Vindhyas Mountain region, 

extending from Katangi in Balaghat District. This range has numerous 
waterfalls and plateaus. 

The Mahadeo Hills are a range of hills in Madhya Pradesh state of 
central India. The hills form the central part of the Satpura Range. 
Mikir Hills are a group of hills located to the south of the Kaziranga National 

Park, Assam. It is part of the KarbiAnglong Plateau. 



 

 

 

8. If you travel through the Himalayas, you are likely to see which of the 

following plants naturally growing there ? (2013) 

1.   Oak 2. Rhododendron 

3. Sandalwood 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below : 

(a) 1 and 2 (b) 3 

(c) land 3 (d) 1,2 and 3 

Ans: A 

      oak and rhododendron –himalayas 
      Sandalwood – western ghats and southern ,centralindia 

 

9. Consider the following pairs (2013) 

National Park   River flowing through the Park 

1. Corbett National Park    Ganga   

2. Kaziranga National Park   Manas  

3. Silent Valley National Park  Kaveri 

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched ? 

(a) 1 and 2 (b) 3 

  (c) 1 and 3 (d) None 

Ans: D 

Kaziranga National Park is an Indiannational park and a World Heritage 

Site in Golaghat and Nagaon districts of Assam, India. It is refuge for the 
world's largest population of Great One-horned Rhinoceros. Kaziranga has 
the highest density of tigers in the World and is declared a Tiger Reserve in 

2006Kaziranga is a vast stretch of tall elephant grass, marshland and 
dense tropical moist broadleaf forests crisscrossed by four main rivers —
 Brahmaputra, Diphlu, Mora Diphlu and Mora Dhansiri and has 

numerous small water bodies. 
Jim Corbett National Park is the oldest national park in India and was 

established in 1936 as Hailey National Park to protect 
the endangeredBengal tiger. It is located in Nainital 
district of UttarakhandThepark encompasses the Patli Dun valley formed by 

the Ramganga river. It protects parts of the Upper Gangetic Plains moist 
deciduous forests and Himalayan subtropical pine forests ecoregions 

Silent Valley National Park , is a national park with a core zone of 236.74 
square kilometres (91 sq mi) (making it the second largest national park in 
Kerala). It is located in the Nilgiri Hills, within the Palakkad 
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District of Kerala, South India. The Kuntipuzha River drains the entire 
15 km length of the park from north to south into the Bharathapuzha River 

 

10. The Narmada river flows to the west, while most other large peninsular 

rivers flow to the east. Why ? (2013) 

1. It occupies a linear rift valley. 

2. It flows between the Vindhyas and the Satpuras. 

3. The land slopes to the west from Central India 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below : 

(a) 1 (b) 2 and 3 

 (c) 1 and 3 (d) None 

Ans: A 

Narmada: It originates from Mount Amarkantak in Madhya Pradesh. As it 
flows down the hill, it is trapped in a rift valley between the Vindhya and the 
Satpuramuntain ranges which leads it to the west towards Gujarat, were it 

drains into the Gulf of Khambat. 

 

11. Consider the following pairs : 

1. Nokrek Biosphere Reserve 

2. Logtak (Loktak) Lake : 

3. Namdapha National Park 

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched ? 

(a) 1 (b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1,2 and 3 (d)None 

Ans: C 

Nokrek Biosphere Reserve (Nokrek National Park) in Meghalaya is  situated 
in the district of West Garo Hills in Meghalaya. 

Loktak Lake is the largest freshwater lake in Northeast India, and is famous 
for the phumdis (heterogeneous mass of vegetation, soil, and organic matter 
at various stages of decomposition) floating over it. KeibulLamjao is the only 

floating national park in the world.it is in barail range 
Namdapha National Park is the largest protected area in the Eastern 
Himalaya biodiversity hotspot and is located in Arunachal 

Pradesh in Northeast India.it is in dafla hills 
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12. When you travel in Himalayas, you will see the 

following: (2012) 

1. Deep gorges 

2. U-turn river courses 

3. Parallel mountain ranges 

4. Steep gradients causing land-sliding 

Which of the above can be said to be the evidences for Himalayas being 

young fold mountains ? 

(a) 1 and 2 (b) 1,2 and 4 

(c) 3 and 4 (d) 1,2, 3 and 4 

Ans: D 

The most characteristic features of the Himalayas are their soaring heights, 
steep-sided jagged peaks, valley and alpine glaciers often of stupendous 

size, topography deeply cut by erosion, seemingly unfathomable river gorges, 
complex geologic structure, and series of elevational belts (or zones) that 
display different ecological associations of flora, fauna, and climate. Viewed 

from the south, the Himalayas appear as a gigantic crescent with the main 
axis rising above the snow line, where snowfields, alpine glaciers, and 
avalanches all feed lower-valley glaciers that in turn constitute the sources 

of most of the Himalayan rivers 

 

13. Consider the following statements : (2012) 

1. The duration of the monsoon decreases from southern India to 

northern India. 

2. The amount of annual rainfall in the northern plains of India 

decreases from east to west. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

(a) 1    (b)2 

(c) 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: C 

The southwest monsoon is generally expected to begin around the beginning 
of June and fade away by the end of September. The moisture-laden winds 

on reaching the southernmost point of the Indian Peninsula, due to its 
topography, become divided into two parts: the Arabian Sea Branch and 

the Bay of Bengal Branch. 
The Arabian Sea Branch of the Southwest Monsoon first hits the Western 
Ghats of the coastal state of Kerala, India, thus making this area the first 
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state in India to receive rain from the Southwest Monsoon. This branch of 
the monsoon moves northwards along the Western Ghats (Konkan and Goa) 

with precipitation on coastal areas, west of the Western Ghats. The eastern 
areas of the Western Ghats do not receive much rain from this monsoon as 

the wind does not cross the Western Ghats. 
The Bay of Bengal Branch of Southwest Monsoon flows over the Bay of 
Bengal heading towards North-East India and Bengal, picking up more 

moisture from the Bay of Bengal. The winds arrive at the Eastern 
Himalayas with large amounts of rain. Mawsynram, situated on the 
southern slopes of the Khasi Hills in Meghalaya, India, is one of the wettest 

places on Earth. After the arrival at the Eastern Himalayas, the winds turns 
towards the west, travelling over the Indo-Gangetic Plain at a rate of roughly 

1–2 weeks per state, pouring rain all along its way. June 1 is regarded as 
the date of onset of the monsoon in India, as indicated by the arrival of the 
monsoon in the southernmost state of Kerala. 

 

14. Which one of the following is not a site for in-situ 

method of conservation of flora ? (2011) 

  (a) Biosphere Reserve        (b) Botanical Garden 

  (c) National Park   (d) Wildlife Sanctuary 

Ans: B 

In situ conservation. In-situ conservation is the on-site conservation or 

theconservation of genetic resources in natural populations of plant or 
animal species, such as forest genetic resources in natural populations of 

tree species 
Methods 
1.1Biosphere reserves 

1.2National parks 
1.3Wild sanctuaries 
1.4Gene sanctuary 

1.5Community reserves 
1.6Sacred groves 

 

15. Two important rivers - one with its source in Jharkhand 

(and known by a different name in Odisha), and another, 

with its source in Odisha - merge at a place only a 

short distance from the coast of Bay of Bengal before 

flowing into the sea. This is an important site of wildlife 

and biodiversity and a protected area. Which one of the 

following could be this ? (2011) 

(a) Bhitarkanika   (b) Chandipura-on-sea 
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 (c) Gopalpur-on-sea (d) Simplipal 

Ans: A 

Bhitarkanika National Park located in the Kendrapara district of the state of 
Odisha. The park is surrounded by the Bhitarkanika Wildlife Sanctuary. 

Gahirmatha Beach and Marine Sanctuary lies to the east, and separates 
swamp region cover with canopy of mangroves from the Bay of Bengal. 

The park is of immense geomorphologic, ecological and biological 
significance because of the crisscrossing creeks, rivers, estuaries, 
backwaters, mud flats and accumulated lands. 

The national park and wildlife sanctuary is inundated by a number of rivers 
– Brahmani, Baitarni, Dhamra, Pathsala and others. 

The area is intersected by a network of creeks with Bay of Bengal on the 
East. The valley between the meandering creeks and rivers, houses the 
second largest viable mangrove eco-system of India. 

Mangroves are spread all over the entire 525 km area of the Sanctuary 
including the wet and the marshy lands. The sanctuary has 55 different 
varieties of mangroves which are used as nesting ground by the migratory 

birds coming from Central Asia and Europe. 
Bhitarkanika is one such location of rich, lush green vibrant eco-system 

lying in the estuarine region of Brahmani- Baitarani in the North-Eastern 
corner of Kendrapara district of Odisha. 
The wetland is represented by as many as 3 protected Areas, namely The 

Bhitarkanika National Park, The Bhitarkanika Wildlife Sanctuary and the 
Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary. 
Bhitarkanikalocated  in the estuary of Brahmani, Baitarani, Dhamra& 

Mahanadi river systems, has unique attraction and a boast of nature‘s most 
picturesque sites. 

At the south end of the national park is the Gahirmatha Beach which is the 
lone mass nesting spot in Indian Ocean region and the only turtle sanctuary 
in Odisha. The beach is a UNESCO listed heritage site. 

 

16. The Himalayan Range is very rich in species diversity. Which one 

among the following is the most appropriate reason for this 

phenomenon ? (2011) 

(a) It has a high rainfall that supports luxuriant vegetative growth 

(b) It is a confluence of different biogeographical zones 

(c) Exotic and invasive species have not been introduced in this region 

(d) It has less human interference 

Ans: B 

 

17. A state in india has the following-characteristics: (2011) 



 

 

1. Its northern part is arid and semi-arid. 

2. Its central part produces cotton. 

3. Cultivation of cash crops is predominant over food crops. 

Which one of the following states has all of the above characteristics ? 

(a) Andhra Pradesh (b) Gujarat 

(c) Karnataka (d) Tamil Nadu 

Ans: B 

 

 

18. Consider the following statements : (2010) 

1. Biodiversity hotspots are located only in tropical regions 

2. India has four biodiversity hotspots i.e., Eastern Himalayan, 

Western Himalayas, Western Ghats and Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands. 

Which of the statements given is/are correct? 

(a) 1    (b)2 

(c) 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: C 

There are places on Earth that are both biologically rich — and deeply 
threatened. For our own sake, we must work to protect them. 

To qualify as a biodiversity hotspot on Myers 2000 edition of the hotspot-
map, a region must meet two strict criteria: it must contain at least 0.5% or 

1,500 species of vascular plants as endemics, and it has to have lost at least 
70% of its primary vegetation 
It is not necessarily limited to tropical regions 

Biodiversity hotspots of india 
1. The Western Ghats and Sri Lanka 

2.easternhimalayas and indo burma 
 

19. Rivers that pass through Himachal Pradesh are: (2010) 

(a) Beas and Chenab only 

(b) Beas and Ravi only 

(c) Chenab, Ravi and Satluj only 

(d) Beas, Chenab, Ravi, Satluj and Yamuna 

Ans: C 
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Himachal Pradesh provides water to both the Indus and Ganges basins. The 
drainage systems of the region are the Chandra Bhaga or the Chenab, 

the Ravi, the Beas, the Sutlej and the Yamuna. These rivers 
are perennial and are fed by snow and rainfall. They are protected by an 

extensive cover of natural vegetation. 
 

20. With reference to the river Luni, which one of the following statements 

is correct ? (2010) 

(a) It flows into Gulf of Khambhat 

(b) It flows into Gulf of Kuchchh 

(c) It flows into Pakistan and merges with a tributary of Indus 

(d) It is lost in the marshy land of the Rann of Kuchchh 

Ans: C 

The Luni is an endorheic river of western Rajasthan state, India. It 

originates in the Pushkar valley of the Aravalli Range, near Ajmer, passes 
through the southeastern portion of the Thar Desert, and ends in the 

marshy lands of Rann of Kutch in Gujarat, after travelling a distance of 
495 km. It is first known as Sagarmati, then after passing Govindgarh, it 
meets its tributary Sarsuti, which originates from Pushkar Lake, and from 

then on it gets its name Luni. 
 

21. Which one of the following pairs is not correctly matched? (2010) 

 Dam/Lake River 

(a) Govind Sagar Satluj 

(b) Kolleru Lake Krishna 

(c) UkaiReservoir Tapi 

(d) Wulur Lake Jhelum 

Ans: B 

Govindsagar dam is on Sutlej near Punjab border.Kolleru lake is located 
between Krishna and Godavari rivervalleys.RiverBudaneru drains in to 
kollerulake.Utkai reservoir is on Tapiriver.Wularlake is on river Jhelum. 

 

22. If there were no Himalayan ranges, what would have  been the most 

likely geographical impact on India ? (2010) 

1. Much of the country would experience the cold waves from Siberia 

2. Indo-gangetic plain would be devoid of such extensive alluvial soils 
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3. The pattern of monsoon would be different from what it is at 

present 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 only (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1,2 and 3 only 

Ans: D 

Siberian cold winds would  have no barrier without Himalayas.Alluvial soils 

of North India owe their origin to the siwaliks.Also without Himalayas , 
monsoon winds would not be deflected towards north india. 

 

23. The latitudes that pass through Sikkim also pass through: (2010) 

(a) Rajasthan   (b) Punjab 

(c) Himachal Pradesh (d) Jammu and Kashmir 

Ans: A 

 

24. The approximate representation of land use classification in India is 

(2010) 

(a) Net area sown 25%; forests 33%>, other areas 42% 

(b) Net area sown 58%>; forests 17%; other areas 25% 

(c) Net area sown 43%; forests 29%; other areas 28% 

(d) Net area sown 47%o; forests 23%; other areas 30% 

Ans: D 

 

25. In India, which one of the following States has the largest 

inland saline wetland ? (2009) 

(a) Gujarat   (b) Haryana 

 (c) Madhya Pradesh (d) Rajasthan 

26. Which one of the following rivers does not originate in 

India ? (2009) 

(a) Beas (b) Chenab 

(c) Ravi   (d)Sutlej 



 

 

Ans: D 

27. At which one of the following places do two important 

rivers of India originate; while one of them flows towards 

north and merges with another important rivers flowing 

towards Bay of Bengal, the other one flows towards 

Arabian Sea ? (2009) 

(a) Amarkantak   (b) Badrinath 

 (c) Mahabaleshwar (d) Nasik 

Ans: A 

28. Consider the following statements : (2009) 

1. There are no east flowing rivers in Kerala. 

2. There are no west flowing rivers in Madhya Pradesh. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

(a)  1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only (d) Neither 1 nor 2 only 

Ans: D 

29. Which one of the following is not essentially a species of 

the Himalayan vegetation ? (2008) 

(a) Juniper (b) Mahogany 

 (c) Silver fir (d) Spruce 

Ans: B 

 

30. Which of the following hills are found where the Eastern 

Ghats and the Western Ghats meet? (2008) 

(a) Anaimalai Hills  (b) Cardamom Hills 

 (c) Nilgiri Hills   (d) Shevaroy Hills 

Ans: C 

 

31. Consider the following pairs : (2008) 

Tributary River Main River 



 

 

1. Chambal N armada 

2. Sone Yamuna 

3. Manas Brahmaputra 

 Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

(a) 1,2 and 3 (b) 1 and 2 

 (c) 2 and 3 (d) 3 

Ans: D 

Chambal  is a tributary of Yamuna and Son is a tributary of Ganga. 

 

 

32. Which of the following pairs are correctly matched ? (2008) 

Waterfalls River 

1. Kapildhara Falls Godavari 

2. Jog Falls Sharavati 

3. Sivasamudram Falls Cauvery 

Select the correct answer using the code given below : Codes: 

(a)  1 and 2 (b) 2 and 3 

(c) land 3 (d) 1,2 and 3 

Ans: B 

Kapildhara falls is in Narmada.  

 

33. Which of the following pairs are correctly matched? (2008) 

Irrigation Project State 

1. Damanganga Gujarat 

2. Gima Maharashtra 

3. Pamba Kerala 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3 only 

Ans: D 

34. In India, how many States share the coastline? (2008)  



 

 

(a) 7   (b)8 

(c) 9   (d)10 

Ans: C 

35. Which one of the following is also known as Top Slip ? (2007) 

(a) Simlipal National Park 

(b) Periyar Wildlife Sanctuary 

(c) Manjira Wildlife Sanctuary 

(d) Indira Gandhi Wildlife Sanctuary and National Park 

Ans: D 

Indira Gandhi Wildlife Sanctuary and National Park (IGWLS&NP) is 
a protected area located in the Anaimalai 
Hills of Pollachi, Valparai and Udumalpet taluks of Coimbatore 

District and Tirupur District, Tamil Nadu state, South India. The park is 
named after former Prime Minister of India Indira Gandhi who visited the 

park on 7 October 1961. "Topslip" located in the northeast corner of the 
park is derived from the local 19th century practice of sliding timber logs 
down the hills from here. 

 

36. Where are Shevaroy Hills located ? (2007) 

(a) Andhra Pradesh (b) Karnataka 

(c) Kerala   (d) Tamil Nadu 

Ans: D 

The Servarayanhills , with the anglicised name Shevaroy Hills, are a 
towering mountain range (1620 m) near the town of Salem, in Tamil Nadu 

state, southern India. It is one of the major hill stations in Tamil Nadu and 
in the Eastern Ghats. 

 

37. A: River Kalinadi is an east-flowing river in the southern part of India. 

(2007)  

R : The Deccan Plateau is higher along its western edge and gently 

slopes towards the Bay of Bengal in the east. 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A. 

(c) A is true but R is false. 

(d) A is false but R is true. 

Ans: D 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protected_areas_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anaimalai_Hills
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anaimalai_Hills
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anaimalai_Hills
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pollachi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valparai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Udumalaipettai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taluk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coimbatore_District
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coimbatore_District
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tirupur_District
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_India


 

 

River Kalinadi is a west flowing river. The Deccan plateau is tilted towards 
the east with bold heights in the west. 

 

38. Which one of the following rivers originates at 

Amarkantak ? (2007) 

(a) Damodar (b) Mahanadi 

 (c) Narmada (d) Tapi 

Ans: C 

The source of the Narmada is a small bowl, known as the Narmada Kund, 
located at Amarkantak on the Amarkantak hill in the Anuppur District zone 

of the Shahdol of eastern Madhya Pradesh. The river descends from 
Sonmud, then falls over a cliff as Kapildhara waterfall and meanders in the 
hills, flowing through a tortuous course crossing the rocks and islands up to 

the ruined palace of Ramnagar. 
 

39. Which one of the following is located in the Bastar region ? (2007) 

(a) Bandhavgarh National Park 

(b) Dandeli Sanctuary 

(c) Rajaji National Park 

(d) Indravati National Park 

Ans: D 

Guru Shikhar, a peak in the Arbuda Mountains of Rajasthan, is the highest 
point of the Aravalli Range. It rises to an elevation of 1,722 metres (5,650 ft). 
It is 15 km from Mount Abu and a road from there leads almost to the top of 

the mountain. 
 

40.  In which State is the Guru Shikhar Peak located ? (2007) 

(a) Rajasthan  (b) Gujarat 

(c) Madhya Pradesh (d) Maharashtra 

Ans: A 

 

41. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer using the codes 

given below the lists; (2007) 

List I (TOWN)  LIST II  (River Nearer to it) 

A. Betual   1. Indravati 



 

 

B. Jagadalpur  2. Narmada 

C. Jabalpur   3. Shipra 

D. Ujjain   4. Tapi 

Codes : 

 A B C D 

(a) 1 4 2 3 

(b) 4 1 2 3 

(c) 4 1 3 2 

(d) 1 4 3 2 

Ans: B 

42. Match List I (National Park/Wildlife Sanctuary) with List II (Nearby 

Town) and select the correct answer using the codes given below the  

List I (TOWN)  LIST II  (River Nearer to it) 

A. Chandra Prabha 1. Jaipur 

B. Kerala   2. Jhansi 

C. Jaisamand  3. Agra 

D. Nahargarh  4. Varanasi 

     5. Udaipur 

Codes : 

 A B C D 

(a) 1 4 2 3 

(b) 4 1 2 3 

(c) 4 1 3 2 

(d) 1 4 3 2 

Ans: C 

43. From north towards south, which one of the following is the correct 

sequence of the given rivers in India '(2006) 

(a) Shyok-Spiti-Zaskar-Satluj 

(b) Shyok-Zaskar-Spiti-Satluj 

(c) Zaskar-Shyok-Satluj-Spiti 

(d) Zaskar-Satluj-Shyok-Spiti 

Ans: B 



 

 

 

44. Match List I (Valley) with List II (State) and select the correct answer 

using the codes given below the lists: (2006) 

List I (Valley)   List (State) 

A. Markha Valley  1. Sikkim 

B. Dzukou Valley  2. Himachal Pradesh 

C. Sangla Valley   3. Jammu and Kashmir 

D. Yumthang Valley   4. Nagaland 

 

Codes: 

 A B C D 

(a) 2 4 3 1 

(b) 3 1 2 4 

(c) 2 1 3 4 

(d) 3 4 2 1 

     

Ans: D 

45. Which one of the following statements is not correct ? (2006) 

(a) Mahanadi River rises in Chhattisgarh 

(b) Godavari River rises in Maharashtra 

(c) Cauvery River rises in Andhra Pradesh 

(d) Tapti River rises in Madhya Pradesh 

Ans: C 

Mahanadi has its sourse in the northern foothills of Dandakaranya near 

Sihawa in Madhya Pradesh.Godavari has its sourse in Trmbak plateau in 
Maharastra.Cauvery originates in Karnataka from Bhahmagiri in kudagu 
district. 

 

46. Which of the following substances are found in the 

beach sands of many parts of Kerala ? (2006) 

1.   Ilmenite 2. Zircon 

 3.   Sillimanite 4. Tungsten 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below : 



 

 

(a) 1,2, 3 and 4 (b) 1,2, and 3 

(c) 3 and 4 (d) 1 and 2 

Ans: B 

Kerala is engaged in mining of ilmenite, zircon,sillimenite,rutile etc. 

 

47. Which one of the following is the correct sequence of the given hills 

starting from the north and going towards the south ? (2005) 

(a) Nallamalai Hills - Nilgiri Hills - Javadi Hills-Anaimalai Hills 

(b) Anaimalai Hills - Javadi Hills - Nilgiri Hillis -Nallamalai Hills 

(c) Nallamalai Hills - Javadi Hills - Nilgiri Hills-Anaimalai Hills 

(d) Anaimalai Hills - Nilgiri Hills - Javadi Hills -Nallamalai Hills 

Ans: C 

 

48. Which one of the following statements is not correct ? (2005) 

(a) The Western Ghats are relatively higher in their northern region 

(b) The Anai Mudi is the highest peak in the Western Ghats. 

(c) Tapi river lies to the south of Satpura 

(d) The Narmada and the Tapi river valleys are said to 

Ans: A 

The Western ghats is relatively higher in the southern region when 

compared to the northern region. 

 

49. Which one of the following is the correct sequence of the given Indian 

cities in the decreasing order of their normal annual rainfall? (2005) 

(a) Kochi - Kolkata - Delhi - Patna 

(b) Kolkata - Kochi - Patna - Delhi 

(c) Kochi - Kolkata - Patna - Delhi 

(d) Kolkata - Kochi - Delhi – Patna 

Ans: C 

 

50. Consider the following : (2004) 

1. Mahadeo Hills 

2. Sahyadri Parvat 



 

 

3. Satpura Range 

What is the correct sequence of the above from the north to the south? 

(a) 1-2-3 (b) 2-1-3 

(c) 1-3-2 (d) 2-3-1 

Ans: C 

 

51. Which one of the following statements is not correct? (2004) 

(a) Gulf with narrow fronts and wider rears experience high tides 

(b) Tidal currents take place when a gulf is connected with the open 

sea by a narrow channel 

(c) Tidal bore occurs when a tide enters the narrow and shallow 

estuary of a river 

(d) The tidal nature of the mouth of the river Hooghly is of crucial 

importance to Kolkata as port 

Ans: A 

 

52. A : Bangalore receives much higher average annual rainfall than that of 

Mangalore. 

R : Bangalore has the benefit of receiving rainfall both from south-west 

and north-east monsoons. (2004) 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A. 

(c) A is true but R is false. 

(d) A is false but R is true. 

Ans: D 

 

53. A: West-flowing rivers of Peninsular India have no deltas.  

R : These rivers do not carry any alluvial sediments.  (2004) 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A. 

(c) A is true but R is false. 



 

 

(d) A is false but R is true. 

Ans: C 

The west flowing rivers do not make delta, but estuaries. Many west flowing 
rivers like Narmada, Tapti, Periaretc passes through rift vallies. This river 

contains very few amounts of Slits and due to its fast speed it cannot make 
delta. When these fast flowing rivers reach to its mouth it become unable to 

deposit its slits, due to this reason slits falls in to the sea. 
 

54. Match List-I (National Park/Sanctuary) with List-II (State) and select 

the correct answer using the codes given below the Lists : (2004) 

List-I       List -II 

A. Kanger Ghati National Park  1. Chhattisgarah 

B. Nagerhole National Park   2. Haryana 

C. Kugti Wildlife Sanctuary   3. Himachal Prades 

D. Sultanpur Bird Sanctuary   4. Karnataka 

Codes : 

   A B C D 

(a)   3 2 1 4 

(b)   1 4 3 2 

(c)   3 4 1 2 

(d)   1 2 3 4 

 

 

   

Ans: B 

55. Amongst the following Indian States which one has the 

minimum total forest cover ? (2004) 

(a) Sikkim (b) Goa 

 (c) Haryana (d) Kerala 

Ans: C 

http://fsi.nic.in/isfr-2015/isfr-2015-tree-cover.pdf 

 

56. Match List-I (Beaches in India) with List-II (States) and select the 

correct answer using the codes given below the 

Lists :  

http://fsi.nic.in/isfr-2015/isfr-2015-tree-cover.pdf


 

 

List-I       List -II 

A. Gopnath Beach    1. Andhra Pradesh 

B. Lawsons Bay Beach   2. Kerala 

C. Devbagh Beach    3. Gujarat 

D. Sinquerim Beach    4. Goa 

       5. Karnataka 

Codes: 

     A B C D 

(a) 5 4 2 1 

(b) 3 1 5 4 

(c) 5 1 2 4 

(d) 3 4 5 1 

 

Ans: B 

57. Nanda Devi peak forms a part of (2003) 

(a) Assam Himalayas        (b) Kumaun Himalayas 

(c) Nepal Himalayas (d) Punjab Himalayas 

Ans: B 

 

58. What is the correct sequence of the rivers Godavari, Mahanadi, 

Narmada and Tapi in the descending order of their lengths ? (2003) 

(a) Godavari-Mahanadi-Narmada-Tapi 

(b) Godavari-Narmada-Mahanadi-Tapi 

(c) Narmada-Godavari-Tapi-Mahanadi 

(d) Narmada-Tapi-Godavari-Mahanadi 

Ans: B 

 

59. With reference to India, which one of the following statements is not 

correct ? (2002) 

(a) About one-third of the area of the country records more than 750 

millimeters of annual rainfall 



 

 

(b) The dominant source of irrigation in the country is wells 

(c) Alluvial soil is the predominant type of soil in the northern plains 

of the country 

(d) The mountain area account for about thirty percent of the surface 

area of the country 

Ans: A 

Average annual rainfall is 300–650 millimetres (11.8–25.6 in), but is very 

unreliable; as in much of the rest of India, the southwest monsoon accounts 
for most precipitation. 

 

60. Open stunted forests with bushes and having long roots and sharp 

thorns or spines are commonly found in (2002) 

(a) Eastern Orissa 

(b) North-Eastern Tamil Nadu 

(c) Siwaliks and Terai regions 

(d) Western Andhra Pradesh 

Ans: D 

This is a feature of Thorn and Scrub forests found in Telangana region of 
Andhra Pradesh.These forests occur where rainfall is very low , less than 

100cm which is insufficient for tree grouth. 
 

61. The correct sequence of the eastward flowing rivers of the peninsulur 

India from north to south is : (2002) 

(a) Subarnarekha,   Mahanadi,   Godavari, Krishna, Pennar, Cauvery 

and Vaigai 

(b) Subarnarekha,   Mahanadi,   Krishna, Godavari, Cauvery, Vaigai 

and Pennar 

(c) Mahanadi,   Subarnarekha,   Godavari, Krishna, Cauvery, Pennar 

and Vaigai 

(d) Mahanadi,   Subarnarekha,   Krishna, Godavari, Cauvery, Vaigai 

and Pennar 

Ans: A 

 



 

 

62. A: Anticyclonic conditions are formed in winter season when 

atmospheric pressure is high and air temperatures are low. 

R : Winter rainfall in Northern India cause development of anticyclonic 

conditions. (2001) 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A. 

(c) A is true but R is false. 

(d) A is false but R is true. 

Ans: B 

An anti-cyclone -- also known as a high pressure area -- is a large 
atmospheric circulation system with the wind flowing clockwise around it in 
the Northern Hemisphere, and counter-clockwise in the Southern 

Hemisphere.  
  

Anticyclones form from air masses cooling more than their surroundings, 
which causes the air to contract slightly making the air more dense. Since 
dense air weighs more, the weight of the atmosphere overlying a locatiion 

increases, causing increased surface air pressure.  
 
The air mass cooling that results in an anticyclone forming can be caused 

by either conduction as the air flows over a relatively cool ocean surface, or 
through the loss of infrared radiation over land during the fall, winter, or 

spring when little sunlight is available to warm the air mass. 
 

63. In the shaded area of the map given below the mean temperature for 

the month of July varies between (2001) 

(a) 22.5°C - 25.0°C (b). 25.00C-27.50 C  

(c) 27.5°C - 30.0°C (d). 30.00C-32.50C 

Ans: B 

 

64. A : Anticyclonic conditions are formed in vinter season when 

atmospheric pressure is high and air temperatures are low. 

R : Winter rainfall in Northern India cause development of anticyclonic 

conditions. (2001) 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A. 



 

 

(c) A is true but R is false. 

(d) A is false but R is true. 

Ans: B 

 

65. Consider the following statements regarding environmental issues of 

India : (2001) 

1. Gulf of Mannar is one of the biosphere reserves 

2. The Ganga Action Plan, phase II has been merged with the 

National River Conservation Plan 

3. At New Delhi imparts non-formal education in environment and 

conservation 

4. Environmental Information System (ENVIS) acts as a decentralized 

information network for environmental information 

Which of these statements are correct ? 

(a) 1,2 and 3 (b) 1,2, 3 and 4 

(c) 2 and 3 (d) 1, 3 and 4 

Ans: B 

 

66. The approximate age of the Aravallis range is (2001)  

(a) 370 million years        (b) 470 million years 

(c) 570 million years        (d) 670 million years 

Ans: D 

 

67. Which one of the following statements is not true?(2000) 

(a) Ghaggar's water is utilized in the Indira Gandhi Canal 

(b) Narmada raised from Amarkantak region 

(c) Nizam Sagar is situated on the Manjra river 

(d) Penganga is a tributary of the Godavari 

Ans: A 

 

68. A : Ganga Plain is in the most densely populated part of India. 



 

 

R : Ganga is the most harnessed river of India. (2000) 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A. 

(c) A is true but R is false. 

(d) A is false but R is true. 

Ans: C 

 

69. A : The frequency of floods in North India plains has increased during 

the last couple of decades. 

R: There has been reduction in the depth of river valleys due to 

deposition of silt. (2000) 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A. 

(c) A is true but R is false. 

(d) A is false but R is true. 

Ans: A 

 

70. The minimum land area recommended for forest cover to maintain 

proper ecological balance in India is (1999)  

(a) 25%  (b) 33% 

(c) 43%  (d) 53% 

Ans: B 

 

71. "India has the largest population of the Asian X. Today, there are just 

about 20,000 to 25,000 X in their natural habitat spreading across the 

evergreen forests, dry thorn forests, swamps and grasslands. Their 

prime habitats are, however, the moist deciduous forests. The X 

population in India ranges from North-West India where they are found 

in the forest divisions of Dehradun, Bijnor and Nainital districts of UP 

to the Western Ghats in the states of Karnataka and Kerala and in 

Tamil Nadu. 



 

 

In Central India, their population is distributed in southern Bihar and 

Orissa. In the East, they are seen in North Bengal, Assam and a few 

other states." 

The animal 'X' referred to in this quotation is (1999) 

(a) Lion (b) Elephant 

(c) Tiger (d) One-horned rhinoceros 

Ans: B 

 

72. The first marine sanctuary in India, having within its 

bounds coral reefs, mollusca, dolphins, tortoises and 

various kinds of sea birds, has been established in (1999) 

(a) Sundarbans   (b) Chilka Lake 

 (c) Gulf of Kachchh (d) Lakshadweep 

Ans: B 

Chilika lake is a brackish water lagoon, spread over the Puri, Khurda and 
Ganjam districts of Odisha state on the east coast of India, at the mouth of 

the Daya River, flowing into the Bay of Bengal, covering an area of over 
1,100 km2. It is the largest coastal lagoon in India and the second largest 
lagoon in the world after The New Caledonian barrier reef in New Caledonia. 

It is the largest wintering ground for migratory birds on the Indian sub-
continent. The lake is home to a number of threatened species of plants and 

animals. 
The lake is an ecosystem with large fishery resources. It sustains more than 
150,000 fisher–folk living in 132 villages on the shore and islands.The 

lagoon hosts over 160 species of birds in the peak migratory season. Birds 
from as far as the Caspian Sea, Lake Baikal, Aral Sea and other remote 

parts of Russia, Kirghiz steppes of Mongolia, Central and southeast Asia, 
Ladakh and Himalayas come here. These birds travel great distances; 
migratory birds probably follow much longer routes than the straight lines, 

possibly up to 12,000 km, to reach Chilika Lake. 
In 1981, Chilika Lake was designated the first Indian wetland of 
international importance under the Ramsar Convention. 

 

73. Which one of the following east flowing rivers of India 

has rift valley due to down warping ? (1998) 

(a) Damodar (b) Mahanadi 

 (c) Sone (d) Yamuna 



 

 

Ans: A 

 

74. Which one of the following is the correct sequence of the states 

(labelled, 1,2, 3 and 4) of India shown on the map in descending order 

in terms of their available ground water resources for irrigation ? 

(1998) 

(a) 3,4,1,2 (b) 3, 4, 2,1 

(c) 4,3,1,2 (d) 4, 3, 2,1 

Ans: D 

 

75. Forest areas have been labelled as 1, 2, 3 and 4 in the rough outline 

map given : (1998) 

Among these, which were threatened in 1997 by a serious epidemic 

include 

(a) teak forests of 3 and 4 

(b) oak forests of 1 and sal forests of 2 

(c) sal forests of 3 

(d) sandalwood forests of 4 

Ans: C 

 

76. Some people in Manipur live in houses built on floating 

islands of weeds and decaying vegetation held together 

by suspended slit. These islands are called : (1998) 

(a) Tipis (b) Barkhans 

 (c) Phumdi (d) Izba 

Ans: C 

 

Phumdis are a series of floating islands, exclusive to the Loktak Lake in 

Manipur state, in northeastern India. They cover a substantial part of the 
lake area and are heterogeneous masses of vegetation, soil and organic 
matter, in different stages of decay. The largest single mass of phumdi is in 

the southeastern part of the lake, covering an area of 40 km2 (15.4 sq mi). 



 

 

This mass constitutes the world‘s largest floating park, named KeibulLamjao 
National Park. 

  



 

 

POLITICAL 

77. A particular State in India has the following characteristics: (2012) 

1. It is located on the same latitude which passes through northern 

Rajasthan. 

2. It has over 80% of its area under forest cover. 

3. Over 12% of forest cover constituted Protected Area Network in 

this State. 

Which one among the following States has all the above 

characteristics ?  

(a) Arunachal Pradesh       (b) Assam  

(c) Himachal Pradesh        (d) Uttarakhand 

Ans: A 

 

78. The Stilwell Road, built in 1940s, which was recently in news, connects 

which of the following ? (2007) 

(a) Agartala in India and Yangon in Myanmar via Bangladesh 

(b) Ledo in India and Kunming in China via Myanmar 

(c) Kalimpong in India and Lhasa in Tibet via Bhutan 

(d) Imphal in India and Bangkok in Thailand via Myanmar. 

Ans: B 

The Ledo Road  (from Ledo, Assam, India to Kunming, Yunnan, China) 
was built during World War II so that the Western Allies could supply 
the Chinese as an alternative to the Burma Road (which had been cut 

by the Japanese in 1942). It was renamed the Stilwell Road, after 
General Joseph Stilwell of the U.S. Army, in early 1945 at the 

suggestion of Chiang Kai-shek. It passes through the Burmese towns 
of Shingbwiyang, Myitkyina and Bhamo in Kachin state. 

 

79. Out of the four southern States : Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala 

and Tamil Nadu, which shares boundaries with the maximum number 

of Indian States ? (2007) 

(a) Andhra Pradesh only 

(b) Karnataka only 

(c) Each of Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka 



 

 

(d) Each of Tamil Nadu and Kerala 

Ans: C 

80. Consider the following statements : (2006) 

1. Assam shares a border with Bhutan and Bangladesh. 

2. West Bengal shares a border with Bhutan and Nepal. 

3. Mizoram shares a border with Bangladesh and Myanmar. 

Which of the statements given above are correct ? 

(a) 1,2 and 3  (b) land 2 

 (c) 2 and 3  (d) 1 and 3 

Ans: A 

81. Consider the following statements : (2006) 

1. Sikkim has the minimum area among the 28 Indian States (Delhi and 

Puducherry not included) 

2. Chandigarh has the highest literacy rate among Puducherry, NCT of 

Delhi and other Union Territories. 

3. Maharashtra has the highest population after Uttar Pradesh among the 

28 Indian States (Delhi and Puducherry not included). 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 and 2  (b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1    (d)3 

Ans: D 

82. Which of the following States border Uttar Pradesh ? (2005) 

1.   Punjab  2. Rajasthan 

3.   Chhattisgarh  4. Jharkhand 

        Select the correct answer using the codes given below : 

(a) 1,2, 3 and 4 (b) 2, 3 and 4 

 (c) 1 and 4 (d) 1 and 3 

Ans: B 

83. Match List I (National Park/Wildlife Sanctuary) with List II (State) and 

select the correct answer using the codes given below the lists : (2005)  

List I        List II 



 

 

A. Bondla Wildlife Sanctuary  1. Orissa 

B. Kangerghat National Park  2. Assam 

C. Orang Sanctuary    3. Chhattisgarh 

D. Ushakothi Wildlife Sanctuary   4. Tripura 

Ans: B 

84. Lake Sambhar is nearest to which one of the following 

cities of Rajasthan? (2004) 

(a) Bharatpur (b) Jaipur 

 (c) Jodhpur (d) Udaipur 

Ans: B 

85. Among the following cities, which one is at the highest 

altitude above mean sea level ? (2003) 

(a) Bangalore (b) Jodhpur 

 (c) Delhi (d) Nagpur 

Ans: A 

86. Consider the following statements : (2003) 

1. Longitude of Jabalpur's location is between those of Indore and 

Bhopal 

2. Latitude of Aurangabad's location is between those of Vadodara 

and Pune 

3. Bangalore  is  situated more  southward than Chennai 

Which of these statements is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 and 3 (b) 2 

(c) 2 and 3 (d) 1,2 and 3 

Ans: C 

87. Which one among the following states is smallest in 

area? (2003) 

(a) Andhra Pradesh (b) Gujarat 

 (c) Karnataka (d) Tamil Nadu 

Ans: B 



 

 

88. Among the following cities, which one is nearest to the 

Tropic of Cancer? (2003) 

(a) Delhi (b) Kolkata 

 (c) Jodhpur (d) Nagpur 

Ans: B 

89. The above map is the Union Territory of 

 a. Chandigarh   b. Daman and Diu 

 c. Dadra and Nagar Haveli d. Puducherry 

Ans: C 

90. Match the different parts of Union Territory of Pondicherry labelled as A, 

B, C and D in the given map with their respective names and select the 

correct answer using the codes given below the list of ports: (2000) 

 List (Ports of Puducherry) 

 1. Karaikal  2. Mahe 

3. Puducherry 3. Yanam 

Ans: A 

91. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer using the codes 

given below the lists : 

List II (States) 

1. Assam 

2. West Bengal 

3. Uttar Pradesh 

4. Himachal Pradesh 

 A B C D 

(a) 1 3 2 4 

(b) 3 1 4 2 

(c) 3 1 2 4 

(d) 1 3 4 2 

Ans: C 

92. In the given figure, the site of the Tehri dam has been labelled as (1999) 

a. A  b. B 



 

 

c. C  d. D 

Ans: C 

93. In the rough outline map of a part of Jammu and Kashmir shown in 

the figure, places marked, A, B, C and D represent respectively. (1999) 

(a) Anantnag, Baramulla, Srinagar & Kargil 

(b) Baramulla, Srinagar, Kargil & Anantnag 

(c) Baramulla, Srinagar, Anantnag & Kargil 

(d) Srinagar, Baramulla, Kargil & Anantnag 

Ans: C 

  



 

 

ECONOMIC GEOGRAPH Y AND 

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

94. In India, the steel production industy requires the import of (2015) 

(a) saltpetre 

(b) rock phosphate 

(c) coking coal 

(d) all of the above 

Ans: C 

95. Consider the following pairs : (2014) Region    Well-known for the 

production of 

1. Kinnaur Arecanut 

2. Mewat Mango 

3. Coromandel Soyabean 

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched ? 

(a) 1 and 2     (b) 3 

 (c) 1,2 and 3 (d) None 

Ans: A 

Areca Nut: Karnataka, Kinnau is in Himachal Pradesh.  
Mango : Maharashtra : Mewat is in Haryana 

Soya bean : Madhya Pradesh. 
 

96. Consider the following pairs : (2014) 

 National Highway Cities connected 

1. NH4   Chennai and Hyderabad 

2. NH6   Mumbai and Kolkata 

3. NH15   Ahmedabad and Jodhpur 

 Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched ? 

(a) 1 and 2  (b) 3 

(c) 1,2 and   (d)None 

Ans: D 

NH 4 : Mumbai to Chennai 

NH 6 : Gujarat to Kolkata 
     NH 15 : Pathankot to Gujarat 



 

 

 

97. Consider the following pairs Programme/Project 

1. Drought-Prone      Ministry of Agriculture 

    Area Programme  

2. Desert Development Programme  Ministry of Environment 

and Forest 

3.National Watershed    Ministry of Rural 

  Development project    Development 

for Rainfed Areas 

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched ? 

(a) 1 and 2  (b) 3 

 (c) 1,2 and 3  (d) None 

Ans: D 

 Till 1 Aprill 2008 Department implemented 3 watershed programmes 
 viz. Integrated Wastelands Development Programme. Drought 

Prone  Areas Programme and Desert Development Programme. 
Since then, they  have been brought under a comprehensive 

programme named Integrated  Watershed Management Programme 
(IWMP) to be implemented under  Common Guidelines on 
Watershed Development, 2008. It is implemented  by Ministry of 

Rural Development. 
 

o National Watershed Development Project for rainfed areas is 

implemented by Ministry of Agriculture. 
 

What are the benefits of implementing the 'Integrated Watershed 

Development Programme' ? (2014) 

1. Prevention of soil runoff 

2. Linking the country's perennial rivers with seasonal rivers 

3. Rainwater harvesting and recharge of groundwater table 

4. Regeneration of natural vegetation 

 Select the correct answer using the codes given below : 

(a) 1 and 2 (b) 2, 3 and 4 

 (c) 1,3 and 4 (d) 1,2, 3 and 4 

Ans: C 

98. 



 

 

The main objectives of the IWDP are to restore the ecological balance  by 
harnessing, conserving and developing degraded natural resources 

 such as soil, vegetative cover and water. The outcome are prevention 
of  soil run-off, regeneration of natural vegetation, rain water harvesting 

 and recharging of the ground water table. 
 

99. With reference to the usefulness of the by-products of 

sugar industry, which of the following statements is/are 

correct ? (2013) 

1. Bagasse can be used as biomass fuel for the generation of energy. 

2. Molasses can be used as one of the feedstocks for the production 

of synthetic chemical fertilizers. 

3. Molasses can be used for the production of ethanol. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below : 

  (a) 1  (b) 2 and 3 

   (c) land 3 (d) 1,2 and 3 

Ans: C 

In India for every 1000 power. Indian Thermal Power Plant consumes  as 

much as 80 cubic metres of water. In developed countries, the water 
 consumption is 10 cubic metres for every 1000 kwh. The major reason 

 for this atrocious figure is the widespread prevalence of once-through 
 cooling systems. 

 

100. Which one among the following industries is the maximum consumer 

of water in India? (2013) 

  (a) Engineering (b) Paper and pulp 

 (c) Textiles (d) Thermal power 

Ans: D 

101.Which of the following is/are characteristics of Indian coal? 

1. High ash content 

2. Low sulphur content 

3. Low ash fusion temperature 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below : 

(a) 1 and 2 (b) 2 

(c) land 3 (d) 1,2 and 3 



 

 

Ans: A 

Majority of Indian coal have high fusion temperature. 
 

102. Consider the following statements : (2013) 

1. Natural gas occurs in the Gondwana beds. 

2. Mica occurs in abundance in Kodarma. 

3. Dharwars are famous for petroleum. 

Which of the statements given below is/are correct ?  

(a) 1 and 2  (b) 2 

(c) 2 and 3   (d) None 

Ans: A 

103. Consider the following crops of India : (2012) 

1. Cowpea 

2. Green gram 

3. Pigeon pea 

Which of the above is/are used as pulse, fodder and green manure ? 

(a) 1 and 2 (b) 2 

(c) land 3 (d) 1,2 and 3 

Ans: D 

104. Among the following States, which one has the most suitable climatic 

conditions for the cultivation of a large variety of orchids with 

minimum cost of production, and can develop an export-oriented 

industry in this field ? (2011) 

(a) Andhra Pradesh (b) Arunachal Pradesh 

(c) Madhya Pradesh (d) Uttar Pradesh 

Ans: B 

       The orchids are flowers of exquisite beauty and variety of patterns 
 belong to one of the largest family, the Orchidaceae. The orchids are 
 worldwide is distribution with greater concentration in tropical and                           

 sub- tropical regions of high humidity. In India, they form 9% of our 
 flora;  nearly 1300 species in 140 general dwell in the country with 

 Himalayas  as their main habitat and others scattered in Eastern and 
 Western ghats. 

 



 

 

105. The lower Gangetic plain is characterised by humid climate with high 

temperature throughout the year. Which one among the following pairs 

of crops is most suitable for this region ? (2011)  

(a) Paddy and Cotton        (b) Wheat and Jute 

 (c) Paddy and Jute (d) Wheat and Cotton 

Ans: C 

Most suitable climate for paddy and jute cultivation is the humid  region 
with high temperature throughout the year. Lower Gangetic plain  is 
most suitable for these crops. 

 

106. Though coffee and tea both are cultivated on hill slopes, there is some 

difference between them regarding their cultivation. In this context, 

consider the following statements: (2010) 

1. Coffee plant requires a hot and humid climate of tropical areas 

whereas tea can be cultivated in both tropical and subtropical 

areas 

2. Coffee is propagated by seeds but tea is propagated by stem 

cuttings only 

Which of the statements given above is are correct ? 

(a) 1  (b) 2 

(c) 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: A 

Tea is also propagated from seeds and leaf cuttings, in addition to 

 stem cuttings 

107. With reference to the mineral resources of India, consider 

the following pairs : (2010) 

        Mineral    90% Natural sources 

1. Copper     Jharkhand 

2. Nickel     Orissa 

3. Tungsten    Kerala 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

(a) 1 and 2 (b) 2 

(c) land 3 (d) 1,2 and 3 



 

 

Ans: B 

Most of Nickel reserves of India are found in Cuttack, Neonjhar and 
Mayurbhanj districts of Odisha (92%). Copper is mostly found in Bihar 

Jharkhand (44%), and Rajasthan (20%). Tungsten is produced only ion 
Degana mine in Rajasthan. 

 

108. Sustainable development is described as the development that meets 

the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 

generations to meet their own needs. In this perspective, inherently the 

concept of sustainable development is intertwined with which of the 

following concepts ? (2010) 

(a) Social justice and empowerment 

(b) Inclusive growth 

(c) Globalization 

(d) Carrying capacity 

Ans: D 

 Inherently sustainable development is intertwined with the concept of 
 carrying capacity. 

 

109.Tamil Nadu is a leading producer of mill-made cotton yarn in the 

country. What could be the reason ? (2010) 

1. Black cotton soil is the predominant type of soil in the State 

2. Rich pool of skilled labour is available Which of the above 

is/are correct reasons ? 

 (a) 1    (b)2 

 (c) 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: B 

 In Tamil Nadu, major soils are red sandy, alluvial and red loamy  
 soils. 

Tamil Nadu has one of the most skilled labour forces in India. 
 

 

110.When you travel in certain parts of India, you will notice red soil. 

What is the main reason for this colour ?(2010) 

(a) Abundance of magnesium 



 

 

(b) Accumulated humus 

(c) Presence of ferric oxides 

(d) Abundance of phosphates 

Ans: C 

Iron makes oxides on chemical weathering, so as to give red colour to  the 

soil. 
 

111. Which one of the following is the appropriate reason for considering the 

Gondwana rocks as most important of rock systems of India ? (2010) 

(a) More than 90% of limestone reserves of India are found in them 

(b) More than 90% of India's coal reserves are found in them 

(c) More than 90% of fertile black cotton soils are spread over them 

(d) None of the reasons given above is appropriate in this context. 

Ans: B 

Around 98% of coal reserves of India are found in Gondwana rock system. 

112. In India, the ports are categorized as major and non-major ports. 

Which one of the following is a non-major port ? (2009)  

(a) Kochi (Cochin)            (b)Dahej 

 (c) Paradip   (d) New Mangalore 

Ans: B 

Dahej is a fast developling port town situated on the Gulf of Khambat
 in Bharuch District, Gujarat. 

  It is  the site of Dahej port and IPCL Petrochemical Complex. It is a 
minor  port. 

  India has eleven major sea ports: Kandla, Bombay, NhavaSheva, 
 Marmagao, new Mangalore and Kochi (formely known as Cochin) on 
the  west coast, and Calcutta – Haldia, Paradip, Visakhapatnam, 

Madras and  Tuticorin on the east coast. 

 

113. The Dul Hasti Power Station is based on which one of the following 

rivers ? (2009) 

(a) Beas  (b) Chanab 

(c) Ravi   (d)Sutlej 

Ans: B 



 

 

114. Consider the following statements : (2009) 

1. India does not have any deposits of thorium. 

2. Kerala's monazite sands contain uranium Which of the statements 

given above is/are corect ?  

(a) 1 (b)2  (c) 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: D 

115.Consider the following statements : 

1. The first telegraph line in India was laid between Kolkata (formerly 

Calcutta) and Diamond Harbour 

2. The first Export Processing Zone in India was set up in Kandla. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

(a) 1    (b)2 

(c) 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: C 

116. Which of the following pairs in respect of current power 

generation in India is/are correctly matched ? (2008) 

 (Rounded Figure) 

1. Installed electricity : 100000 MW Generation capacity 

2. Electricity generation : 660 billion kWh 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below : Codes : 

(a) 1    (b)2 

(c) 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: B 

Installed capacity: Grand Total Installed Capacity is 132, 110.21 MW.  (b) 
The installed power generation capacity in the country has increased from 

1,400 MW in 1947 to 124287.17 MW as on 31 March 2006  comprising 
82,410.54 MW thermal, 32,325 MW hydro, 6190.86 R.E.S  and 3360 MW 
nuclear. A capacity addition programme of 19682 MW has  been fixed for 

the year 2006-07. 

 

 

 



 

 

117. In which one of the following states are Namchik-Namphuk Coalfields 

located ? (2008)  

(a) Arunachal Pradesh       (b) Meghalaya 

 (c) Manipur              (d) Mizoram 

Ans: A 

 

118. Which of the following minerals found in a natural way 

in the State of Chhattisgarh ? (2008) 

1.   Bauxite 2. Dolomite 

 3.   Iron ore 4. Tin 

Select the correct answer using codes given below :  

Codes : 

(a) 1,2 and 3 (b) 1 and 3 

(c) 2 and 4 (d) 1,2 3 and 4 

Ans: D 

119. On which one of the following rivers is the Tehri 

Hydropower Complex located ? (2008) 

(a) Alaknanda (b) Bhagirathi 

 (c) Dhauliganga (d) Mandakini 

Ans: D 

120. Consider the following statements : (2008) 

1. Chikmagalur is is well-known for sugar production. 

2. Mandya is well-known as a coffee producing region Which of the  

statements given above is/are correct ?  

(a) 1   (b)2 

 (c) 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: D 

Chikmangalur is known for coffee and Mandya for Sugar production. 
 

 

 



 

 

121. Where are Tapovan and Vishnugarh Project located ?  

(a) Madhya Pradesh   (b) Uttar Pradesh 

(c) Uttarakhand   (d) Rajesthan 

Ans: C 

 

122.With which one of the following rivers Omkareshwar Project associated? 

(a) Chambal  (b) Narmada 

(c) Tapi   (d)Bhima 

Ans: B 

123. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer using the code 

given below the Lists : (2008) 

List-II (Headquarters) 

1. Bengaluru 

2. Guntur 

3. Kottayam 

4. Kolkata 

 A B C D 

(a) 2 4 3 1 

(b) 1 3 4 2 

(c) 2 3 4 1 

(d) 1 4 3 2 

Ans: B 

124. With reference to the steel industry in India in the recent times, 

consider the following statements : (2007) 

1. Vizag Steel Plant (RINL) has been declared Mini Ratna. 

2. Merger of IISCO with SAIL has been completed. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

(a) 1   (b) 2  

 (c) 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: C 



 

 

1. Correct. 2. Correct, IISCO  Steel Plant (ISP), an integrated steel plant in 
Burnpur, has the  capacity to produce 4.26 lakh tones of saleable steel 

and 2.54 lakh tones  of pig iron annually, ISP, the erstwhile India Iron & 
Steel Company  (IISCO), which was a 100% subsidiary of Steel Authority 

of India Limited  (SAIL) has been amalgamated with the parent company 
with effect from  16 February 2006. 

 

125. In which one of the following districts, have large reserves of diamond-

bearing kimberlite been discovered in the recent past ? (2007) 

(a) Hoshangabad (b) Raipur 

 (c) Sambalpur (d) Warangal 

Ans: B 

 Large reserve of diamond bearing kimberlite have been discovered in 
 Paylikhand and Behardin areas of Rajpur district and also in Tokpal  

 of  Bastar district. 

 

126. Which one of the following National Highways passes through 

Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh and Odisha ? (2007)  

(a) NH4  (b)NH5 

(c) NH,           (d)NH7 

Ans: C 

 NHA: Thane (Maharashtra) – Chennai (Tamil Nadu) 

NH 5 : Kolkata (West Bengal) – Chennai (Tamil Nadu) 
NH 6 : Kolkata (West Bengal) – Dhule (Maharashtra) 
NH 7 : Varanasi (UP) – Kanyakumari (Tamil Nadu) 

 

127. Consider the following statements : (2007) 

1. Balaghat is known for its diamond mines. 

2. Majhgawan is known for its manganese deposits. Which of the  

 statements given above is/are correct ?  

(a) 1    (b) 2  

 (c) 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: B 

Balaghat – Chhindwara districts of Madhya Pradesh is the important 
region for manganese ore production. Malanjkhand belt of Balaghat is 
famour area for copper production. Majhgawan in Panna district is 



 

 

 known for diamond. 
 

128. Which one among the following major Indian cities is 

most eastward located ? (2007) 

(a) Hyderabad (b) Bhopal 

 (c) Lucknow (d) Bengaluru (Bangalore) 

Ans: C 

      Lucknow – 80.50 Longitude E 

      Hyderabad – 78.40 Longitude E 
      Bhopal – 77.360 Longitude E 
      Bangalore – 77.560 Longitude E 

 

129. Dalbergia species is associated with which one of the 

following ? (2007) 

(a) Cashew nut (b) Coffee 

 (c) Tea (d) Rosewood 

Ans: D 

130. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer using the codes 

given below the lists : (2007) List I (Aluminium Company) 

A. BALCO 

B. HINDALCO 

C. Indian Aluminium Company 

D. NALCO 

List II (Location) 

1. Hirakud 

2. Korba 

3. Koraput 

4. Renukoot 



 

 

 
 

 A B C D 

(a) 3 1 4 2 

(b) 2 4 1 3 

(c) 3 4 1 2 

(d) 2 1 4 3 

Ans: B 

                  1. BALCO – Korba (Chhattisgarh) and Ratnagiri (Maharashtra) 
2. HINDALCO – Renukoot (UP). 

3. INDAL – Hirakud (Orissa) and Alupuram (Kerala) 

4. NALCO – Damanjodi and Angul (Orissa) 

 

131. Shahgarh area in Jaisalmar district of Rajasthan was in news in the 

year 2006 because of which one of the following ? (2007) 

(a) Finding high quality gas reserves 

(b) Finding uranium deposits 

(c) Finding zinc deposits 

(d) Installation of wind power units 

Ans: A 

132. For which one of the following is Satara well-known ? (2005) 

(a) Thermal power plant 

(b) Wind energy plant 

(c) Hydro-electric plant 

(d) Nuclear power plant 

Ans: B 

400 MW wind mill, largest in Asia in established by NEPC in Satara. 
 

133. For which one of the following items, is Tirupur well-known as a huge 

exporter to many parts of the world? (2005) 

(a) Gems and Jewellery 

(b) Leather goods 

(c) Knitted garments 



 

 

(d) Handicrafts 

Ans: C 

       Tirupur is an important trade centre of India which is famous for its 

 knitted garment wears. It is situated near Coimbatore which is kown    
 as  ―The Manchester of South India‖. Tirupur is a major source of 
 Foreign  Exchange for the country because of its exports. Tirupur 

 is a city of  Tamil Nadu which accounts for 90% of India‘s cotton 
 knitwear export. 

 

134. Consider the following statements: (2005) 

The forest cover in India constitutes around 20% of its geographical 

area. Out of the total forest cover, dense forest constitutes around 40%. 

2. The National Forestry Action Programme aims at bringing one-third 

of the area of India under tree/ forest cover. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 

(b) 2 

(c) 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: B 

 Forest cover in India is 20.55%. According to the Forest Report 2001, 

 12.68% of total area of India comes under dense forests. That means 
 around 60% of the total forest cover is dense forest. 

 

135.Match List I (Atomic Power Plants/Heavy Water Plants) with List II 

(State) and select the correct answer using the codes given below the 

lists : (2005) 

 List I  List II 

A. Thai  1. Andhra Pradesh 

B. Manuguru  2. Gujarat 

C. Kakrapar  3. Maharashtra 

D. Kaiga  4. Rajasthan 

5. Karnataka  

 

 



 

 

 A B C D 

(a) 2 1 4 5 

(b) 3 5 2 1 

(c) 2 5 4 1 

(d) 3 1 2 5 

Ans: D 

Heavy Water Plant is the first second generation plants in India and  is 

made completely with indigenous efforts. The vast technical resources 
available with the Heavy Water Board, with the experience gained by 

commissioning and sustained operation of the earlier plants were utilized 
for setting up the plant. It is located at Tahl-Vaishat village in Rajgarh 
district of Maharasthra and is about 100 kms south of Mumbai on 

National Highway No.17 It  was commissioned in 1987. 
 

136. Match items in the List I with those in the List II and select the correct 

answer using the codes given below the (2005) 

List I (Power Station)  List II ( (State) 

A. Kothagudem   1. Andhra Pradesh 

B. Raichur    2. Gujarat 

C. Metur    3. Karnataka 

D. Wanakbori    4. Tamil Nadu 

 

Codes: 

 A B C D 

(a) 4 2 1 3 

(b) 1 3 4 2 

(c) 4 3 1 2 

(d) 1 2 4 3 

Ans: B 

137. Consider the following statements : (2005) 

1. Silent Valley National Park is in the Nallamalai range. 

2. Pathrakkadavu Hydroelectric Project is proposed to be built near 

the Silent Valley National Park. 



 

 

3. The Kunthi river originates in Silent Valley's rainforests. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 and 3 (b) 2 

 (c) 2 and 3 (d) 1,2 and 3 

Ans: C 

Silent Valley National Park is located in the Nilgiri Hills, Palakkad district, 

Kerala, in South India. This park is one of the last undisturbed  tracts of 
South Western Ghats Montane rain forests and tropical moist evergreen 
forest in India. The forest is contiguous with the proposed  Karimpuzha 

National Park to the north and Mukurthi National Park to  the north east. 
It is the core of the Nilgiri International Biosphere Reserve  and is a part of 

the Western Ghats World Heritage site, Nilgiri sub-cluster  under 
consideration by UNESCO. 

 

138. Consider the following statements : (2005) 

1. India is the only country in the world producing all 

the five known commercial varieties of silk 

2. India is the largest producer of sugar in the world 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 only   (b) 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only (d) Neither 1 nor 2 only 

Ans: A 

Silk industry is agriculture based  industry which always occupied an 
important place in India economy. India is the second largest producer of 

natural silk in the world. China being the first. At present India produces 
about 16% silk of the world. India enjoys the distinction of being the only 
country in the world producing all varieties of silk viz. Mulberry, Tropical 

asar, Oak Tasar, Eri and Muga (of which the golden yellow muga silk being 
unique to India). 

 

139. Gandhi Sagar Dam is a part of which one of the following? (2005) 

(a) Chambal Project (b) Kosi Project 

(c) Damodar Valley Project (d) Bhakra Nangal Project 

Ans: B 

Gandhi Sagar dam is the first of the four Chambal Valley Projects,  located 
on the Rajasthan – Madhya Pradesh Border. It is a 6 metre high  masonry 

gravity dam, with a live storage capacity of 6920 Mm3 and a  catchment area 
of 22.584 km2, of which only 1537 km2 are in Rajasthan.  The dam was 



 

 

completed in the year 1960. The hydro power stations is  located at the 
dam site and comprises five generating units, four of 23  MW each and 

are of 27MW capacity. The water released after power  generation is utilized 
for irrigation through Kota barrage. Rajasthan has  a 50% share in the 

power generation of this station. 

 

140. Which one of the following is not a Biosphere Reserve? (2005) 

(a) Agasthyamalai (b) Nallamalai 

(c) Nilgiri (d) Panchmarhi 

Ans: B 

Agasthymalai Biosphere Reserve (ABR) was established in 2001 and 
includes 1701 km2. The Western Ghats, Agasthyamalai sub-cluster, 
including all of Agasthyamalai biosphere reserve, is under consideration by 

the UNESCO World Heritage Site. Agasthyamalai biosphere reserve 
straddles border of Kollar and Thiruvananthapuram districts in Kerala and 
Tirunelveli and Kanyakumari district in Tamil Nadu, South India at  the 

Southern end of the Western Ghats. It is composed to Neyyar,  Peppara 
and Shendumey Wildlife Sanctuaries and their adjoining areas  of 

Achencoli, Thenmala, Konni, Punalur, Thiruvannathpuram divisions and 
Agasthyavanam special division in Kerala. Inclusion of adjoining  areas of 
Kalakkad, Mundathurai Tiger Reserve in Tamil Nadu in under 

consideration. 
 

141. Match List-I (Minerals) with List-II (Location) and select the correct 

answer using the codes given below (2004) 

List – I     List-II 

a. Coal     1. Giridih 

b. Copper     2. Jayamkondam 

c. Manganese    3. Alwar 

d. Lignite     4. Dharwar 

 

Codes: 

     A B C D 

(a) 1 4 3 2 

(b) 2 3 4 1 

(c) 1 3 4 2 

(d) 2 4 3 1 

Ans: C 



 

 

 Giridih is headquarters of the Giridih district of Jharkhand state. 
 The literal meaning of Giridih is the land of hills and hillocks. It was 

 earlier a part of Hazaribagh district. Jayamkondam is in Tamil Nadu. 
 Jayamkondam Lignite Power Project is established here as an 

 independent scheme of Neyveli Lignite Corporation (NLC). 
 

 

142. Consider the following statements : (2004) 

Among the Indian States 

1. Andhra Pradesh has the longest coastline 

2. Gujarat has the highest number of airports 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only (d) Neither 1 nor 2 only 

Ans: B 

Gujarat has the longest coastline. Gujarat has the highest (10)  airports 
with Ahmedabad as international airport. 

 

143.  Which among the following National Highway routes is the longest ? 

(2004) 

 (a) Agra-Mumbai  (b) Chennai-Thane 

(c) Kolkata-Hajira           (d) Pune-Machilipatnam 

Ans: C 

       1. Kolkata – Harjra (1949 km)  
2. Chennai – Thane (1235 km). 

3. Agra  – Mumbai (1161 km) 

4. Pune – Machhlipatnam (841 km) 

 

144. The thermal power plant of Bokaro is located in 

(a) Bihar (b) Chhattisgarh 

 (c) Jharkhand (d) Odisha 

Ans: C 

145. Which one among the following has the largest shipyard 

in India? (2003) 



 

 

(a) Kolkata (b) Kochi 

 (c) Mumbai (d) Visakhapatnam 

Ans: B 

   Shipyards and dockyards are places which repair and build ship. 

 The world‘s earliest dockyard were built in the Harappan port city of 
 Lothal (Circa 2400 BC) in Gujarat, Kochi shipyard is the largest   
 shipyard  in India. Currently an aircraft carrier, the aircraft carrier 

 (IAC) is under  Constitution at Cochin shipyard 

 

146. HINDALCO, an aluminium factory located at Renukut owes its site 

basically to (2002) 

(a) Proximity of raw materials 

(b) Abundant supply of power 

(c) Proximity to the network 

(d) Proximity to the market 

Ans: B 

HINDALCO industries is one of India‘s biggest material-related  company 
and is a subsidiary of the Aditya Birla Group. It is run by one  of the 
world‘s youngest billionaires, Mr. K.M. Birla. On February 11,  2007, 

the company entered into an angreement to acquire the Canadian 
company Novelis for US $6 billion, making the combined entity the world‘s 

largest rolled-aluminum producer. On May 15, 2007, the  acquisition was 
completed. HINDALCO is listed on the Forbes Global the position 1821. 
HINDALCO was founded in 1962. 

 

147. With reference to Indian transport systems, consider the following 

statements : (2002) 

1. Indian railway system is the largest in the world 

2. National Highways order to 45 percent of the total road transport 

demand 

3. Among the states, Kerala has the highest density of surface road 

4. National Highway No. 7 is the longest in the country 

Which of these statements are correct ? 

(a) land 2 (b) land 3 

  (c) 2 and 3 (d) 2 and 4 

Ans: D 

Goa has highest surface road density in India. Indian railway system is the 



 

 

second largest system in the world and largest in Asia.  
 

148. In the map the black marks show the distribution of (2001) 

(a) Asbestos   (b) Gypsum 

(c) Limestone  (d) Mica 

Ans: C 

149. Which one of the following ports of India handles the heighest tonnage 

of import cargo? (2000)  

(a) Calcutta   (b) Kandla 

(c) Mumbai  (d) Visakhapatnam 

Ans: B 

 Kandla port plays a major role in the country‘s international trade. 
 Having notched up a string of success, it has emerged as fore runner 

 and  has carved a niche for itself, by its steady growth and economy 
 of  operation. It is situated in the Kandla Creek (Gujarat) and is 90 

 kms from the mount of the Gulf of Kachch. It is protected natural 
 harbor. 
 

150. Match the locations for ports labelled as A, B, C and D in the given map 

with the names of those ports and select the correct answer using the 

codes given below the names of the ports : (2000) 

Name of Ports. 

1. Kakinada  2. Karwar  

3. Mangalore 4. Tuticorin 

5. Veraval 

Codes: 

     A B C D 

(a) 4 2 3 5 

(b) 5 2 4 1 

(c) 1 3 4 2 

(d) 5 3 2 1 

Ans: B 

Kakinada port is situated in the east coast of Andhra Pradesh. This  is 
an all weather port development in a naturally sheltered bay called as 



 

 

Godavari Sand Spit. It is the principal sea port amongst the minor ports in 
India and is under the control of the government of the state of  Andhra 

Pradesh. 

 

151. Consider the following statements : 

1. Tides are of great help in navigation and fishing 

2. High tide enables big ships to enter or leave the harbour safely 

3. Tide prevents siltation in the harbours 

4. Kandla and Diamond Harbour are tidal ports 

 Which of these statements are correct ? 

(a) 1 and 4 (b) 2, 3 and 4 

 (c) 1,2 and 3 (d) 1,2, 3 and 4 

Ans: B 

152. Which one of the following statements is not true of the Konkan 

Railway ? (1999) 

(a) The total length is about 760 km 

(b) It runs through the states of Karnataka, Goa, Maharashtra and 

Kerala 

(c) It is the only rail route that cuts across the Western Ghats 

(d) The Konkan Railway Construction Company which came into 

being raised money through Public Issues. 

Ans: B 

It does not run through Kerala 

 

153. The given figure shows a portion of Southern India. The proposed site 

(Koodankulam) for the construction of two 1000 MW nuclear power 

plants has been labelled in the map as (1999) 

a. A  b. B  c. C  d. D 

Ans: B 

 The Koodankulam Nuclear Power Station with WER-1000 type reactor 
 facilities of 2000MW total capacity, construction of which has been 

 started in the state of Tamil Nadu, is the main project of cooperation 
 between Russia and India in the field of Nuclear Power Generation. 

 



 

 

154. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer using the codes 

given below the lists: (1999) 

List 1 (Industries)   List II (Industrial Centres) 

A.Pearl fishing    1. Pune 

B. Automobile    2. Tuticorin 

C. Ship building    3. Pinjore 

D.Engineering goods   4. Marmagao 

Codes: 

     A B C D 

(a) 2 1 4 3 

(b) 2 1 3 4 

(c) 1 2 4 3 

(d) 1 2 3 4 

AnsA    

155. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer using the codes 

given below the lists: (1999) 

List I (Rivers) 

A.Cauvery 

B. Krishna 

C. Narmada 

Chambal 

List II (Dams) 

1. Alamatti 

2. Mettur 

3. Gandhi Sagar 

4. Sardar Sarovar 

Codes: 

     A B C D 

(a) 1 4 2 3 

(b) 2 1 4 3 

(c) 2 1 3 4 

(d) 1 3 4 2 

Ans: B 

Alamatti Dam is the main reservoir of the upper Krishna project, an 
irrigation project. The 290MW power project is located on the right toe of 
Alamatti Dam. The dam is located in Karnataka. 

 



 

 

156. Commercial production of mineral oil has started recently in which one 

of the areas of India, labelled 1, 2, 3 and 4 in the rough map given 

below : (1998) 

a. 1  b. 2  c.3  d.4 

Ans: C 

157. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer using the codes 

given below the lists : (1998) 

List I (Minerals) 
A. Graphite 
B. Lead 

C. Salt 
D. Silver 

List II (Mining area) 
1. Bellary 
2. Didwana 

3. Rampa 
4. Zawar 

Codes: 

     A B C D 

(a) 3 4 1 2 

(b) 1 4 2 3 

(c) 3 1 4 2 

(d) 2 3 1 4 

Ans: B 

Bellary District is spread from south west to northeast and its situated on 
the eastern side of Karnataka state. It is presently the second fastest 

growing city in the state of Karnataka after Bangalore. The city has to its 
credit the second largest single rock mountain in the world. Didwana is a 
town in Nagpur district of Rajasthan in India. It lies in the Thar Desert. It 

was founded by Jats of Dudiclan. Zawar mines are located about 29 miles 
south east of Udaipur city in Rajasthan. The mines are at least 480 feet 

deep with 4 levels 120 feet apart vertically. The lead zinc ore mineralization 
is hosted by sheared metamorphosed dolomited. 

 

158. Rawa offshore block with great potential of oil is located on (1999) 

(a) Krishna - Godavari basin 

(b) Cauvery basin 

(c) Mahanadi basin 

(d) Palar - Pennar basin 

Ans: B 

 



 

 

159. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer using the codes 

given below the lists : (1998) 

List I (Places) 

A. Jamnagar 

B. Hospet 

C. Korba 

D. Haldia 

List II (Industries) 

1. Aluminium 

2. Woolen Textile 

3. Fertilizers 

4. Cement 

5. Iron and Steel 

Codes: 

     A B C D 

(a) 4 3 1 2 

(b) 2 5 1 3 

(c) 4 5 2 1 

(d) 2 1 4 3 

Ans: B 

Jamnagar is a city in the state of Gujarat. The city was built up 
substantially by Maharana Kumar Shri RanjitSinghji in the 1920s when 

the district was known as Nawanagar. The district lies just to the south of 
the Gulf of Kutchch. Jamnagar has shot to prominence as Reliance 

Industries. India‘s largest private company, established the world‘s largest 
refinery near Moti Khaudi village. It is also home to Essar oil, another 
important oil refinery of India, Jamnagar is also a home to Bandhari 

Sarees. 
 

160. In the vicinity of Mumbai, a number of specialised towns have been 

developed. Match the lists and select the correct answer using the 

codes. (1998) 

List I (Towns) 

A. Alibag 

B. Balapur 

C. Nhava Sheva 

Ratnagiri 

List II (Specialisation) 

1. Fishing centre 

2. Holiday resort 

3. Petrochemical complex 

4. Port 

 

 

Codes: 

     A B C D 



 

 

(a) 1 3 2 4 
(b) 2 3 4 1 

(c) 3 4 2 1 
(d) 2 1 4 3 

Ans: B 

Alibag is a coastal town in Rajgarh district in the Konkan region of 
Maharashtra. It is headquarters of the Rajgarh district. It is a popular 
weekend gateway for the citizens of Mumbai. It is also a popular centre for 

business conferences during rest of the week. The town in an important 
junction for traffic on National Highway No.6 which carries the Calcutta 

traffic to the port city of Bombay. One of the popular and  traditional 
professions of people here is manufacturing DARI (cotton rugs / carpets) 
using handlooms. 

 

161. The four railway junctions shown by numerals 1,2,3,4 on the rough 

outline map of Gujarat are respectively (1998) 

(a) Palanpur, Mahesana, Ahmedabad and Vadodra 

(b) Mahesana, Surendranagar, Rajkot and Junagarh 

(c) Palanpur, Kunda, Bhuj and Okla 

(d) Ahmedabad, Vadodara, Bhavnagar and Broach 

Ans: B 

 

162. Which one of the following ports shown in the rough outline map of 

India is a riverine port ? (1998) 

(a) 1  (b)2  

(c) 3  (d)4 

Ans: D 

Kolkata Port Trust in Kolkata is India‘s only riverline port with two dock 
systems – Kolkata Dock system of Kolkata and a deep water dock 
system at Haldia – Dock Complex. Haldia. It is the oldest major port in 

the country, set up by the British East India Company. Kolkata Port 
Trust regained its position after 37 years to become second amongst all 

India ports in terms of Cargo Handling (2004-05). It was one of the 
fastest growing ports of India in 2004-05. 

 

163. What is the correct sequence of the following Indian 

states in descending order of their length of surface roads 

per 100 km2 of their area ? (1998) 



 

 

1.   Haryana 2. Maharashtra 

 3.   Punjab 4. Tamil Nadu 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below : Codes : 

(a) 4,3,2,1 (b) 4, 3, 1,2 

(c) 3,4,1,2 (d) 3,4, 2,1 

Ans: A 

164. Which one of the following sets of states stands to benefit the most from 

the Konkan Railway ? (1998) 

(a) Goa, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Kerala 

(b) Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala 

(c) Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Goa, Maharashtra 

(d) Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Tamil Nadu 

Ans: A 

The Konkon railway is a company of the Indian railways which operates 

along the Konkan coast of India. Konkan Railway was  constituted as 
a separately incorporated railway, with itd headquarters  at CBD 
Belapur in Navi Mumbai and E. Sreedharan as its first Chairman and 

Managing Director. By May 1999, the Konkan railway had laid a 760 
km broad gauge route from Roha to Mangalore along the western coast 

of India. This project was substantially completed by October 1997 
when  Mr. Sreedharan was asked to take up the responsibility of 
construction  of the Delhi Metro Project. The route is a single line trace, 

and is not  electrified yet. It has been designed for high speed traffic 
(160 km/hr.) It  is open to goods and passenger traffic. The route 

which runs parallel to  the Arabian sea coastline, offers some of the 
most spectacular views of  any Indian rail journey.  
 

165. The rough outline map given shows centres of cement industry labeleld 

1, 2, 3 and 4. Match these centres with the following sets of names : 

(1998) 

A. Katni   B. Tirunelveli 

C. Sikka  D. Churk 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below : 

Codes : 

     A B C D 



 

 

(a) 3 4 2 1 

(b) 2 4 1 3 

(c) 1 2 4 3 

(d) 2 3 1 4 

Ans: B 

Katni (also known as Murwara or Mudwara) is a town on the banks of 

the Katniriver in Madhya Pradesh. It is located in the Mahakoshal 

region of Central India. It is one of the largest railway junctions in 

India. The city is famous for its abundance in lime and bauxite. Katni 

also possesses the largest Rail Yard and Biggest Diesel loco shed in 

India. 

166. The canal-carrying of Farrakka is : (1998) 

(a) 75,000 Cusecs (b) 70,000 Cusecs 

 (c) 40,000 Cusecs (d) 35,000 Cusecs 

Ans: B 

FarrakaBarage was completed in 1971 and is located in West Bengal. 
 It is a gravity dam formed over the river Ganga. 

167. Which of the following places are known for paper 

manufacturing industry ? (1998) 

1.   Yamunanagar  2. Guwahati 

 3.   Shahabad   4. Ballarpur 

Choose the correct answer using the codes given below 

(a) 1,2, and 3 (b) 1,2 and 4 

(c) 1,3 and 4 (d) 2, 3, and 4 

Ans: B 

168. What is the correct sequence of the following Indian states in 

descending order of their length of surface roads per 100 km of their 

area ? (1998) 

1.   Haryana 2. Maharashtra 

 3.   Punjab 4. Tamil Nadu 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below : 

(a) 4,3,2,1 (b) 4, 3, 1,2 



 

 

(c) 3,4,1,2 (d) 3,4, 2,1 

Ans: D 

(As per the latest data, the descending order of States in surface roads is 

Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Punjab and Haryana). 

 

AGRICULTURE GEOGRAPHY 

169. Consider the following statements : (2014) 

1. Maize can be used for the production of starch. 

2. Oil extracted from maize can be a feedstock for biodiesel. 

3. Alcoholic beverages can be produced by using maize. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 (b) 1 and 2 

 (c) 2 and 3 (d) 1,2 and 3 

Ans: D 

170. What are the significances of a practical approach to sugarcane 

production known as 'Sustainable Sugarcane Initiative' ? (2014) 

1. Seed cost is very low in this compared to the conventional method of 

cultivation. 

2. Drip irrigation can be practiced very effectively in this. 

3. There is no application of chemical/inorganic fertilizers at all in this. 

4. The scope for intercropping is more in this compared to the 

conventional method of cultivation. 

 Select the correct answer using the code given below : 

(a) land 3 (b) 1,2, and 4 

 (c) 2, 3, and 4 (d) 1,2, 3 and 4 

Ans: B 

 Sustainable Sugarcane intiative is a method of sugarcane production 
 which involves using less seeds, less water and optimum utilization of 
 fertilizers and land to achieve more yields. Driven by farmers, SSI is 

 an  alternate to conventional seed, water and space intensive 
 sugarcane  cultivation. 

 

 



 

 

171. Which of the following statements regarding laterite soils 

of India are correct ? (2013) 

1. They are generally red in colour. 

2. They are rich in nitrogen and potash. 

3. They are well-developed in Rajasthan and U.P. 

4. Tapioca and cashew nuts grow well on these soils. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below : 

 (a) 1,2 and 3 (b) 2, 3, and 4 

   (c) 1 and 4  (d) 2 and 3 only 

Ans: C 

Laterite soil lack nitrogen, and they are will developed in western  coastal 
plain. 

 

172.  Consider the following crops : 

1.   Cotton 2. Groundnut 

3.   Rice 4. Wheat 

Which of these are Kharif crops ? 

(a) 1 and 4 (b) 2 and 3 

 (c) 1,2 and 3 (d) 2, 3 and 4 

Ans: C 

Wheat is a rabi crop. 

 

173. Which of the following is the chief characteristics of 'mixed farming' ? 

(2012) 

(a) Cultivation of both cash crops and food crops. 

(b) Cultivation of two or more crops in the same field 

(c) Rearing of animals and cultivation of crops together 

(d) None of the above 

Ans: C 

Mixed farming is the combining of two independent agricultural 
enterprises on the same farm along with dairy farming or in more general 

 terms, crop cultivation with livestock farming. Mixed farming may be 



 

 

treated as a special case of diversified farming.  This particular 
combination of enterprises, support each other and add to the farmer‘s 

profitability. 
 

174. Consider the following crops of India : (2012) 

1.   Groundnut 2. Sesamum 

3.   Pearl millet 

Which of the above is/are predominantly rainfed crop/ crops ? 

(a) 1 and 2 (b) 2 and 3 

(c) 3  (d) 1,2 and 3 

Ans: D 

175. With reference to micro-irrigation, which of the following statements 

is/are correct ? (2011) 

1. Fertilizer/nutrient loss can be reduced. 

2. It is the only means of irrigation in dry land farming. 

3. In some areas of farming, receding of ground water table can be 

checked. 

 Select the correct answer using the codes given below : 

(a) 1 (b) 2 and 3 

 (c) land 3 (d) 1,2 and 3 

Ans: D 

Micro-irrigation is the essence of dryland agriculture. 
 

176.Salinization occurs when the irrigation water accumulated in the soil 

evaporates, leaving behind salts and minerals. What are the effects of 

salinization on the irrigated land? (2011) 

(a) It greatly increases the crop production 

(b) It makes some soils impermeable 

(c) It raises the water table 

(d) It fills the air spaces in the soil with water 

Ans:B 

Due to the salinization process, the irrigation water accumulated in  the 
soil evaporates leaving a hard salt and mineral cover, which sometimes 
make the soil. 



 

 

 

177.In India, during the last decade the total cultivated land for which one 

of the following crops has remained more or less stagnant ? 

(a) Rice (b) Oil seeds 

(c) Pulses (d) Sugarcane 

Ans: A 

Area under given crops in India: 

Assuming area in 1981 – 82 = 100 
 
   2000-01   2008-09 

Crops Rice     111.6     113.9 
Oilseeds     123.2     145.2 

Pulses       89.4     101.1 
Sugarcane     152.7     155.2 
 

 

178. Which one of the following is the correct sequence in the decreasing 

order of production (in million tones) of the given food grains in India ? 

(2007) 

(a) Wheat - Rice - Pulses - Coarse Cereals 

(b) Rice - Wheat - Pulses - Coarse Cereals 

(c) Wheat - Rice - Coarse Cereals - Pulses 

(d) Rice - Wheat - Coarse Cereals – Pulses 

Ans: D 

Rice = 85.3 MT (1st in World Production) 

Wheat = 65.3  MT (2nd in world production) 
Coarse Cereals = 30.3 MT (in 2000); 26.2 MT (in 2003) 
Pulses = 14.5 MT. 

 

179. Assertion (A) : The percentage of net sown area in the total area of 

Andhra Pradesh is less as compared to that of West Bengal. (2006) 

Reason (R) : The soil of most of Andhra Pradesh is laterite (2004) 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanati on of A. 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A. 

(c) A is true but R is false. 

(d) A is false but R is true. 



 

 

Ans: C 

  Andhra Pradesh 

  Geogrpahical Area = 275000 sq.km 

       Net Area Sown in 1999 -2000 = 107100 sq.km 
        % Net Area sown in 1999 – 2000 = 38.94% 

        West Bengal 
        Geographical Area = 87853 sq.km 
         Net sown area = 54650 sq.km 

        % Net Area Sown = 62.2% 

 Andhra Pradesh Soil 

 Red soils occupy over 66% of the cultivated area and are mostly 
situated in Rayalaseema districts. Black soils cover nearly 25% of the 

cultivated area and are generally associated with poor drainage. 

 The alluvial loamy clay soils found in Krishan and Goadavari deltas  

cover 5% of the cultivated area. 

 The coastal sands occupy only 3% while the remaining 1% is covered  

by latelite soils in certain pockets of the states. 

 

180. Consider the following crops: (2004) 

1.   Cotton       2. Groundnut 

 3.   Maize 4. Mustard 

 Which of the above are Kharif crops? 

(a) land 2 (b) 1,2 and 3 

 (c) 3 and 4 (d) 1,2, 3 and 4 

Ans: B 

The Kharif crop is the autumn harvest (alson know as summer or 
monsoon crop) in India and Pakistan. Kharif crops are usually sown with 

the beginning of the first rains, during the south west monsoon season. 
The term kharif means ―autumn‖ in Arabic. Major Kharif crops are millets 
(Bajara and Jowar), Paddy, Maize, Moong (pulses). Ground nut,  red 

chillies, cotton and soyabean. 
 

181 . A: India does not export natural rubber. 

R : About 97% of India's demand for natural rubber is met from 

domestic production. (2004) 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A. 

(c) A is true but R is false. 

(d) A is false but R is true. 



 

 

Ans: D 

Even though exports from India is insignificant, due to spur in 
international prices recently Indian exports have increased in last couple 

of years. 

182. A : The eastern coast of India produces more rice than the western 

coast. 

R : The eastern coast receives more rainfall than the western coast. 

(2003) 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A. 

(c) A is true but R is false. 

(d) A is false but R is true. 

Ans: C 

Western coast receives more rainfall than eastern coast. The production 
of rice in eastern coast is more because of wider coastal plain and 

hence larger cultivable area. 
 

183.  Consider the following statements : (2003) 

1. India is the original home of the cotton plant 

2. India is the first country in the world to develop hybrid cotton variety 

leading to increased production 

Which of these statements is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 (b) 2 

(c) 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: C 

India is the original home of cotton. In cotton, India is the only country 
to have developed and grown hybrid cotton variants names H4, 

Varalaxmi and DCH31. 
 

184. Consider the following high yielding varieties of crops in India. (2002) 

1.   Arjun 2. Jaya 

3.   Padma 4. Sonalika 

Which of these are wheat ? 

(a) 1 and 2 (b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 4 (d) 3 and 4 



 

 

Ans: C 

Arjun and Sonalika are hybrid varieties of wheat. 
 

185. With reference to Indian agriculture, which one of the following 

statements is correct ? (2002) 

(a) About 90% of the area under pulses in India is rainfed 

(b) The share of pulses in the gross cropped area at the national level has 

doubled in the last two decades 

India accounts for about 15 per cent of the total area under rice in the 

world 

(c) Rice occupies about 34 per cent of the gross cropped area of India. 

Ans: A 

Peas, beans and lentils are known as pulses. They are the seeds of 

plants belonging to the family leguminosae, which gets its name from 
the  characteristic pod or legume that protects the seeds while they 
are  forming and ripening. With approximately 13,000 species, the 

fanily leguminosae is the second largest in the plant kingdom and is 
very  important economically. Pulses are valuable because they 

contain a  higher percentage of protein than most other plant foods. 
The highest  pulses producing states in India are MP, UP and 
Maharashtra. The  production of pulses in the country has been 

stagnating at around 14 to  15 million tones as against domestic 
demand of around 20 million tones. Rice covers about one-fourth (25%) 
of the total cropped area of India. India is the second largest producer 

and consumer of rice in the world after China and accounts for 21% of 
the world‘s total rice production. 

 

186. The correct sequence in decreasing order of the four sugarcane 

producing states in India is (2000) 

(a) Maharashtra, UP, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh 

(b) UP, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh 

(c) Maharashtra, UP, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu 

(d) UP, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu 

Ans: B 

 India holds first position in the world in the production of sugarcane 

 and sugar. Up ranks first in sugarcane production in India while 
 Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh occupy the second, 
 third  and fourth ranks respectively. 



 

 

 

187.  Consider the following statements : 

1. Maharashtra has the highest acreage under Jawar in India. 

2. Gujarat is the largest producer of groundnut in India.  

3. Rajasthan has the largest area of cultivable waste lands in India. 

4. Andhra Pradesh has the highest per hectare yield of maize in India. 

Which of these statements are correct ? 

(a) 1 and 4  (b) 2 and 3 

 (c) 1 and 3  (d) 2 and 4 

Ans: B 

 Next to rice and what, Jowar is the third most important food crop 
 both with respect to area and production. Jowar is grown both as 

 kharif as well as rabi crop. 
Gujarat is the largest producer of ground nut in India followed by 
Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. 

Cultivable waste land is that land which is available for cultivation but 
not used for cultivation for one reason or the other. This land was 
used in the past but has been abandoned for some reason. Rajasthan 

has 5.3 lakh hectares of cultivable waste land which is about 36.5% of 
the total waste land of India. The other states with cultivable waste 

land are Gujarat (13.6%). 
Maize is an important cereal of India and is grown over 4 per cent of 
the net area sown of the country Bihar is the largest producer of 

maize in India accounting for over 16 per cent production while per 
hectare yield is maximum in Karnataka followed by Andhra Pradesh. 

 

188. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer using the codes 

given below the lists: (1999) List I 

 A.  Cotton B. Flax 

 C.  Sugarbeet D. Jute 

List II 

1. Rainfall 1000-1500 mm; Temp. 40°-60°C 

2. Rainfall 1500-2000 mm; Temp. 25°-35°C 

3. Rainfall 600-800 mm; Temp. 5°-18°C 

4. Rainfall 500-1000 mm; Temp. 18°-22°C 

5. Rainfall 500-600 mm; Temp. 18°-22°C 

 



 

 

Codes: 

A B C D 

(a) 1 3 4 2 

(b) 2 3 5 4 

(c) 4 5 2 1 

(d) 4 3 5 2 

Ans: D 

189. Which one of the following agricultural practices is ecofriendly ? (1989) 

(a) Organic farming 

(b) Shifting cultivation 

(c) Cultivation of high yielding varieties 

(d) Growing plants in glass-houses 

Ans: A 

Organic farming is a form of agriculture which avoids or largely  excludes 
the use of synthetic fertilizers and pesticides, plant growth  regulators and 

livestock feed additives. As far as possible organic farmers  rely on crop 
rotation, crop resideues, animal manures and mechanical  cultivation to 
maintain soil productivity and fifth to supply plant  nutrients and to 

control weeds, insects and other pests. Approximately  31 million 
hectares (75 million acres) world wide are now grown  organically. 

 

190. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer using the codes 

given below the lists : (1998) 

List – I      List II 

(Agricultural Products)  (Foremost producer) 

A. Cotton     1. Madhya Pradesh 

B. Gram     2. Gujarat 

C. Black Pepper    3. West Bengal 

D. Pineapple    4. Kerala 

 

 A B C D 

(a) 2 1 4 3 

(b) 2 1 3 4 

(c) 1 2 4 3 



 

 

(d) 1 2 3 4 

 

Ans: A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 

1. The January isotherm taken as a basis for dividing India into tropical 

and subtropical zones is- (1997) 

(a) 210C (b) 180C 

 (c) 120C (d) 150C 

Ans: C 

2. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer: 

 

List I (Minerals) occurrence  List II (1997)     

(Typical    areas of 

A Coal 1. Bhandara 

B Gold 2. Karanpura 

C Mica 3. Hutti 

D Manganese 4. Nellore 

 A B C D 

(a) 1 3 2 4 

(b) 2 3 4 1 

(c) 3 4 2 1 

(d) 2 1 4 3 

Ans: B 

Karanura is a coal field and Hutti is a Gold mine field while mica is found 

in Nellore and Maganese is found from Bhandara. 

 

3. The Alamatti is on the river : (1997) 

(a) Godavari (b) Cauvery 

(c) Krishna (d) Mahanadi 

Ans: C 

4.  Which one of the following factors is responsible for the change in the 

regular direction of the ocean currents in the Indian Ocean? (1997) 

1. Indian Ocean is half an ocean 

2. Indian Ocean has Mansoon drift 



 

 

3. Indian Ocean is a land-locked ocean 

4. Indian Ocean has greater variation in salinity 

Ans:B 

5. Which one of the following pairs is correctly matched?(1997) 

a. Teak :    Jammu and Kashmir 

b. Deodar :    Madhya Pradesh 

Ans:D 

None other except response (d) is correctly matched. Sundari trees are 

found in the delta of Ganga river in West Bengal. They are found in large 

number in sundar van area and due to the excess of these trees the delta 

are of Ganga is called Sunder van. 

 

6. Consider the map given below : (1997) 

The places marked A, B, C and D in the map are respectively: 

(a) Rift valley region, Chhattisgarh plain, Rain shadow region and 

Chotanagpur plateau 

(b) Chhattisgarh plain, Chotanagpur plateau, Rift valley region, and 

Rain shadow region  

(c) Rift valley region, Chhattisgarh plain, Chotanagpur plateau and  

(d) Rain shadow region Chhattisgarh plain, Rain shadow region, 

Chotanagpur plateau and Rift valley region. 

Ans: C 

7. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer : 

 List – I  List – II 

A Barley 1 Hot and dry climate with poor soil 

B Rice 2 Cool climate with poorer soil 

C Millets 3 Warm and Moist climate with high 

attitude 

D Tea 4 Hot and Moist climate with rice soil 

Ans: A 

Barley is shown in cold climate and comparatively less fertile soil while 

Rice is grown in hot and moist climate condition with rich soil. Millets are 



 

 

grown in hot and dry climate. Tea is grown in warm and moist climatic 

condition with high attitude. Tea is grown mainly in hilly areas. 

 

8. Consider  the map given below : (1997) 

The places marked A, B, C and D in the map are respectively known 

for the cultivation of: 

(a) groundnut, ragi, tobacco and sugarcane 

(b) groundnut, sugarcane, ragi and tobacco 

(c) ragi, sugarcane, groundnut and tobacco 

(d) ragi, groundnut, sugarcane and tobacco Codes 

A   B  C  D  

(a) 2       4  1  3  

(b) 3 4  1  2  

(c) 2 1  4   3  

(d) 3 2     4  1 

Ans: D 

The main groundnut producing area of India is Gujarat and of sugar is 

Maharashtra. Ragi is mainly produced in Karanataka while Tobacco is 

produced in Andhra Pradesh. 

 

9. Which of the following places are known for paper manufacturing industry? 

(1997) 

1.   Yamunanagar  2. Guwahati 

3.   Shahabad  4. Ballarpur 

Chose the correct answer using the ocdes given below : 

(a) 1,2 and 3 (b) 1,2 and 4 

(c) 1, 3 and 2 (d) 2, 3 and 4 

Ans: B 

Shahabad (Bihar) paper is not manufactured while in Yamuna Nagar 

(Harayana) Guwahati, Assam and Ballarpur (Maharashtra) the Paper 

manufacturing industries have been set-up 

 



 

 

10. The tribal population in Andaman and Nicobar Islands belongs to the : 

(1997) 

(a) Australoid race      (b) Caucasoid race 

 (c) Mongoloid race       (d) Negroid race 

Ans: C 

It is supposes by the Homo scientist that the first human community 

which entered into India land was Monogoloid race and later on they 

settled in the Andman& Nicobar Island. 

 

11. Which one of the following dances involves solo performance ? (1997) 

 (a) Bharatanatyam (b) Kuchipudi 

 (c) Mohiniattam (d) Odissi 

Ans: A 

12. The group of small pieces of rock revolving round the Sun between the 

orbits of Mars and Jupiter are called: (1997) 

(a) meteors (b) comets 

 (c) meteorites (d) asteroids 

Ans: D 

13. If the earth's direction of rotation is reversed, what would  be the I.S.T. 

when it is noon at the International Date Line? (1997) 

(a) 06.30 hrs (b) 05.30 hrs 

 (c) 18.30 hrs (d) 17.30 hrs 

Ans: C 

Indian Standard Time is ahead by houses from the Greenwich Mean Time 

and therefore if they earth‘s direction of rotation is reversed then it will be 

house. After this process if International Date line shows the itme 2.00-O‘ 

Clocok then Indian standard time will be (12.00-5:30) = 6.30. 

 

14. Which one of the following stars is nearest to the Earth? (1997) 

 (a) Polaris (b) Alpha Centauri 

 (c) Sun (d) Sirius 

Ans: C 



 

 

Sun is a star because it has its own light. It provides us light and heat. 

Its distance from the earth is only 14.96 crore  km. It seems to us 

brightest because, it is nearest to us. 

 

15. Which one of the following conditions is most relevant for the presence of life 

on Mars? (1997) 

(a) Atmospheric composition 

(b) Thermal conditions 

(c) Occurrence of ice caps and frozen water 

(d) Occurrence of ozone 

Ans: C 

The occurrence of ice caps and frozen water have been found on Mars 

through various satellites. Due to the presence of these ice caps and 

frozen water scientists have drawn a rough conclusion that life may be 

present on Mars. 

 

16. In the map shown in the given figure, rivers labelled as 1, 2, 3 and 4 

respectively : (1997) 

(a) Kosi, Gomti, Ghaghara and Gandak 

(b) Kosi, Ganga, Gomti and Ghaghara 

(c) Gandak, Ganga, Gomti and Ghaghara 

(d) Teesta, Gomti, Ghaghara and Kosi 

Ans: A 

The given map shows four rivers of Uttar Pradesh and Northern Bihar. 

These rivers are shown by 1, 2, 3 and 4 from east to west. These four 

rivers are Kosi, Gomti, Ghaghra and Gandak respectively. 

 

17. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer: 

List I List II 

(Hazardous industries using child (Located at) 

labour leading to the filling of a 

public interest petition in the 



 

 

petition in the supreme Court) 

A   Glass Industry    1. Moradabad 

B   Brassware Industry    2. Marakpur 

C   Slate Industry     3. Ferozabad 

D   Handmade carpet             4.Mirzapur 

 A B C D 

(a) 3 1 2 4 

(b) 1 3 4 2 

(c) 3 1 4 2 

(d) 1 3 2 4 

 

An

s 

A 

 

 

 

  

18. Which one of the following rivers thrice forks into two steams and 

reunites a few miles, thus forming the islands of Srirangappattanam, 

Sivasamudram and Srirangam? (1996) 

  (a) Cauvery (b) Tungabhadra 

(c) Krishna (d) Godavari 

Ans: A 

Cauvery is the only river of south India which divides its stream three 

times in two streams and after some distance rejoins them and thus form 

the Island. In this connection, it is also notable that Brahmaputra river 

forms the biggest river Island called Majuli Island of the world. 

 

19. Consider the map given below: (1996) The dotted (broken) line in the 

map is the 

(a) Durand line 

(b) MacMahon line 

(c) Line of demarceation between India and Pakistan suggested by the 

Boundary Commission (1947) 

(d) Route following by the Young husband Expedition 

Ans: A 



 

 

The dotted line in the map shows Durand line which is the separation 

line between India and Pakistan but now this is in illegal possession of 

Pakistan while the Mac-Mohan line is between India and China but here 

also China regards it as disputed. 

 

20. In the Indian context the term 'De-notified triber' refers to: (1996) 

(a) tribes which are aboriginals 

(b) nomadic tribes 

(c) tribes practising shifting cultivation 

(d) tribes which were earlier classified as criminal tribes 

Ans: D 

21. "You might see a few carious dances around, but that is because .... 

used to be Danish outpost. This quaint town with its fort and a beautiful 

church, the New Jerusalem, empty streets and deserted beachfront is a 

quaint gem." The place referred to in this quotation lies on the: (1996)  

(a) Tamil Nadu coast   (b) Kerala coast 

(c) Karnataka coast            (d) Goa coast 

Ans: A 

22. Which one of the following pairs is correctly matched?(1996) 

(a) Naqqual Bihar. 

(b) Tamasha Odisha. 

(c) Ankia Nat Assam. 

(d) Baha Punjab. 

Ans: C 

23. The Palk Bay lies between : (1996) 

(a) Gulf of Kutch and Gulf of Khambhat 

(b) Gulf of Mannar and Bay of Bengal 

(c) Lakshadweep and Maldiva Islands 

(d) Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

Ans: B 

Palk Bay lies between Gulf of Mannar and Bay of Bengal while the Gulf of 

Kutch and bay of  Bengal lies in Arabia Sea near Gujarat state. 

Lakshadweep and Maldive Island are also situated in Arabia Sea near 

Kerala. Andaman and Nicobar Islands are situated in Bay of Bengal. 



 

 

 

24. It is possible to produce seedless tomato fruits by: (1996) 

(a) applying trace elements in tomato fields 

(b) spraying mineral solution on plants 

(c) spraying hormones on flowers 

(d) applying fertilizers containing radioactive elements 

Ans: C 

25. Which one of the following countries had evolved a two-party system? 

(1996) 

(a) Sri Lanka (b) Bangladesh 

(c) Pakistan (d) Myanmar 

Ans: C 

26. Diamond Ring is a phenomenon observed: (1996) 

(a) at the start of a total solar eclipse 

(b) at the end of a solar eclipse 

(c) only along the peripheral regions of the totality trail 

(d) only in the central regions of the totality trail. 

Ans: C 

27. Which one of the following sets of commodities are exported to India by 

arid and semi-arid countries in the Middle East? (1996) 

(a) Raw wool and carpets 

(b) Fruits and palm oil 

(c) Precious stones and pearls 

(d) Perfume and Coffee 

Ans: B 

28. Consider the following items imported by India: (1996) 

1. Capital goods 

2. Petroleum 

3. Pearls and precious stones 

4. Chemicals 

5. Iron and steel 



 

 

The correct sequence of the decreasing order of these 

items (as per 94-95 figures), in terms of value, is- 

(a) 1,2,3,4,5 (b) 1,2,4,3,5 

(c) 2, 1,3,4,5 (d) 2, 1,4,5,3 

Ans: B 

29. Consider the following rivers : 

1.   Kishanganga   2. Ganga 

3.   Wainganga                4. Penganga 

The correct sequence of these rivers when arranged in  the North-South 

direction is 

(a) 1,2,3,4 (b) 2, 1,3,4 

(c) 2, 1,4,3 (d) 1,2,4,3 

Ans: A 

Kishan Ganga River is an accessory river of Jhelum ban Ganga River 

originates from Mahadev hills of Madhya Pradesh while Ganga river 

originates from Sahayadrithills of Maharastra. Therefore, the correct 

order of these river when arranged in the North South direction will be 

Kishanganga, wainganga and Banganga.5 

 

30. Which of the following pairs of states and their important crops are 

correctly matched? (1996) 

1. Kerala Tapioca 

2. Maharashtra Cotten 

3. W. Bengal Jute 

4. Gujarat Groundnut 

(a) 1,2 and 3 (b) 1,2 and 4 

(c) 1,3 and 4 (d) 2, 3 and 4 

Ans: B 

31. A rough outline map of northern Sri Lanka is shown in the given 

figure. Jaffna is located at the point marked- 

 a. A  b. B  c. C  d. D 

Ans: D



 

 

 


