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EDITORIAL

Abhinav Chandrachud

D
uring colonial rule in India,
England was not a  secular
country with a Jeff��ersonian

wall of separation between church
and state.  Instead,  the Church of
England  was  the  established
church.  The  “Act  of  Supremacy”
enacted in 1534 declared that the
monarch was the “Supreme Head
of  the  Church  of  England”.  The
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and
other  high­level  church  offi��cials
were  appointed  by  the  govern­
ment.  New  monarchs  were
crowned  by  a  senior  member  of
the  clergy,  and  senior  bishops
were represented in the House of
Lords. Much of this remains true
today. How, then, did the idea of
secularism  take  root  in  India,
which derives many of its institu­
tions and practices from England?

Initially, the East India Compa­
ny (EIC) got itself intricately entan­
gled with the administration of re­
ligious  institutions.  Temple
employees were appointed by go­
vernment  offi��cials.  Royal  salutes
were  fi��red  from  the  batteries  of
Fort St. George  in Madras, at  the
celebration of Pongal, and at Ram­
zan. Under  the orders of  the pu­
blic  offi��cer  of  the  district,  a  reli­
gious  off��ering  was  made  at
temples for a good monsoon. Laws
were enacted which said that the

“general  superintendence  of  all
lands  granted  for  the  support  of
mosques  [and]  Hindoo  temples”
was vested in the colonial govern­
ment. 

A change of policy
All this annoyed Christian mission­
aries and members of the clergy in
England and India who put pres­
sure  on  the  government.  Conse­
quently,  in  1833,  the Court of Di­
rectors of the EIC sent instructions
to the colonial government outlin­
ing its policy towards India’s reli­
gions. The Directors wrote that all
“religious rites” that were “harm­
less…  ought  to  be  tolerated,  ho­
wever  false  the  creed  by  which
they  are  sanctioned.”  However,
they  wrote:  “The  interference  of
British  Functionaries  in  the  inte­
rior  management  of  native  tem­
ples, in the customs, habits and re­
ligious proceedings of their priests
and  attendants,  in  the  arrange­
ment  of  their  ceremonies,  rites
and festivals, and generally in the
conduct of their interior economy,
shall cease.” 

It  was  in  this  manner  that  the
seeds of secularism were sown in
India.  The  colonial  government
was directed to disentangle  itself
from  “superstitious”  Indian  reli­
gious institutions, because Indian
religions were considered heathen
and false. However, the Church of
England  in  India  was  still  esta­
blished for a long time.

The wall of separation between
temple and colonial state in India
was achieved in 1863, when a law
was  enacted  which  said  that  it
would  no  longer  be  “lawful”  for

“any Government in India, or for
any Offi��cer of any Government” in
his  offi��cial  capacity,  to  take  over
the “superintendence of any land
or other property” belonging to a
“Mosque,  Temple,  or  other  reli­
gious establishment”, to take part
in the “management or appropria­
tion  of  any  [religious]  endow­
ment”,  to  nominate  or  appoint
any  trustee  in  a  religious  institu­
tion,  “or  to  be  in  any  way  con­
cerned  therewith”.  Referring  to
this law in the legislative council,
the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal
said that it would “rid” the govern­
ment of a “burden”. 

The missing clause
However,  this  colonial  vision  of
secularism was rejected by India’s
founding  fathers.  After  the  Go­
vernment of India Act, 1919, Indian
legislators  came  to  power  at  the
provinces. Indian political leaders
enacted  the  far­reaching  Madras
Hindu Religious Endowments Act,
1926, which virtually took over the
management  and  administration
of Hindu temples in the province.
It established “boards” appointed
by the government. Temple trus­
tees had to furnish accounts to and
obey  the  instructions  of  the

boards.  Temples’  surplus  funds
could  be  spent  by  the  boards
themselves,  on  any  “religious,
educational or charitable purpos­
es not inconsistent with [their] ob­
jects”. 

The  entanglement  of  the  go­
vernment  with  religious  institu­
tions in India would be impermis­
sible  in  the  U.S.  The  fi��rst
amendment  to  the  Constitution
there  prohibits  Congress  from
making any law “respecting an es­
tablishment  of  religion”.  In  the
Constituent  Assembly,  B.R.  Am­
bedkar  drafted  an  establishment
clause which said that “[t]he State
shall not recognize any religion as
State  religion.”  K.T.  Shah’s  draft
said that the government would be
“entirely  a  secular  institution”,
which would “maintain no offi��cial
religion [or] established church”.
If these clauses found their way in­
to  the  Constitution,  the  Madras
Hindu Religious Endowments Act,
1926,  could  possibly  have  been
found unconstitutional.

Then,  something  odd  hap­
pened. In April 1947, the sub­com­
mittee  on  fundamental  rights  in
the  assembly  discussed  the  esta­
blishment clause, and K.M. Mun­
shi  and  K.M.  Panikkar  promised
that they would re­draft it, “so as
to provide  for  those cases where
religion  is  already  accepted  as  a
State  religion.”  A  few  days  later,
when the sub­committee present­
ed  its  report  on  fundamental
rights,  the  establishment  clause
unceremoniously vanished. Later,
H.V.  Kamath  tried  to  move  an
amendment in the Constituent As­
sembly to introduce an establish­

ment clause into the draft consti­
tution to the following eff��ect: “The
State shall not establish, endow, or
patronize any particular religion.”
However, his amendment was put
to vote and rejected. 

The Supreme Court has allowed
governments  to  heavily  regulate
Hindu temples on the theory that
the  freedom  of  religion  does  not
include  secular  matters  of  admi­
nistration which are not essential
to  the  religion.  Sometimes,  the
court has perhaps gone a little too
far since the line between integral
religious practice and non­essen­
tial secular activity is often hard to
draw. For instance, though the go­
vernment cannot interfere with ri­
tuals and prayers at temples, it can
regulate the amount that temples
spend on such things. Even the ap­
pointment of priests in Hindu tem­
ples has been held to be a secular
activity,  which  the  government
can regulate.

In a letter written in 1802, Presi­
dent  Thomas  Jeff��erson  advanced
the idea of a “wall of eternal sepa­
ration between church & state” in
the U.S. The wall of separation bet­
ween  temple  and  state  in  India
was fi��rst constructed by a colonial
government which wanted to dis­
tance  itself  from  religions  that  it
considered  heathen  and  false.
That wall was then pulled down by
Indian  leaders  who  felt  that  go­
vernment  entanglement  in  reli­
gious institutions, especially Hin­
du temples, was essential, even in
a secular state. 

Abhinav Chandrachud is an advocate at

the Bombay High Court

Temple and state
How the seeds of secularism were sown in India, and why the state came to play a part in religious institutions 
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D
emocracy establishes a con­
versation between citizens
and  the  power  elites  they

have  elected  into  offi��ce.  Citizens
initiate and sustain various conver­
sations  with  each  other  through
associational life in the space of ci­
vil society. Associations bring peo­
ple together in diff��erent projects,
enable them to speak back to pow­
er, and protect them against arbi­
trary exercise of state power. For
these and related reasons, associa­
tions  are  considered  indispensa­
ble for democratic life.

Modern angst
There is more — associational life
tempers the anomie of modernity.
The individual certainly has more
freedom in modern society com­
pared to pre­modern ones. But she
is also rootless. She is certainly ve­
ry lonely. The quintessential mod­
ern  being  is  a  bit  like  Howard
Roark,  who  in  Ayn  Rand’s  The
Fountainhead sits  atop  a  meta­
phorical mountain condemned to
view life from a distance. This no­
vel, normally read by young peo­
ple in their teens, presents a terri­
fying picture of isolation, of failure
to relate to other people. The story
recounts  the  malaise  of
modernity.

Notably, associations encourage
us  to  connect  with  others  who
aren’t like us. They teach us to ap­
preciate codes of sociability, mod­
erate aggressive instincts, rid our
minds of mindless prejudices and
see other people as worthy of re­
gard and respect. Arguably, a con­

versation with persons who might
well be strangers in traditional en­
vironments  contributes  a  great
deal to the ironing out of senseless
tensions that permeate divided so­
cieties.  The  moment  we  embark
on a conversation with others, we
signify that we see them as equals.
During the course of the conversa­
tion,  acquisitive  individualism
might be tamed somewhat. Belli­
cose  impulses  might  be  disci­
plined  somewhat.  Associational
life trains us to be sociable and ci­
vil.  If  the  state  is  marked  by  the
logic  of  power,  and  the  market
dominated  by  that  of  profi��t,  the
logic of civil society is that of soli­
darity and civility. That is why the
domain of civil society moderates
the malaise of modernity.

Civil society in peril
In India, however, it is precisely ci­
vil society that has been in the eye
of a storm ever since the present
government came to power at the
Centre in 2014. Investigative agen­
cies have suspended funding of ci­
vil  society  organisations  (CSOs),
rights activists are labelled anti­na­
tional if they dare to challenge the
government’s dismal record of hu­
man  rights,  perfectly  legitimate
protests  are  frowned  upon,  and
members  of  CSOs  are  hounded
and subjected to vile accusations
and  abuse  on  the  social  media.
The  miracle  is  that  we  still  see
protests by Dalits, by farmers and
by university students. Yet we also
witness the decline of civil society
as a forum for setting up of multi­
ple conversations. The elegant and
exhilarating art of public conversa­
tion  has  degenerated  into  rants
and abuse, hate speech and crude
allegations, lampooning of leaders
of  oppositional  political  parties,
and perverse stereotyping of vul­
nerable  minorities,  Dalits  and

women.
One  crucial  development  has

accelerated  the  weakening  —
hopefully temporary — of civil so­
ciety. With their own party in pow­
er, front organisations of the reli­
gious  right  are  determined  to
monopolise  the space of civil  so­
ciety, and its guardian — an inde­
pendent media. They would deny
this space to others. Civility is no
longer the signifi��er of civil society
dominated by these organisations,
incivility  is.  We  see  today  an  in­
erasable boundary based on reli­
gion, opinions and food habits, in­
fl��exibly  drawn  between  the
‘insider’ and the ‘outsider’. No lon­
ger are Indians encouraged to con­
nect with others and nurture soli­
darity in the space of civil society.
Violence, fear and suspicion cast a
dark cloud over a civil society that
is  expected  to  tame  aggression
and cultivate civility.

Everyday communalism
The  sorry  saga  of  immense  vio­
lence against the Muslim commun­
ity was initiated with the killing of
Mohammad  Akhlaq  in  Dadri  dis­
trict  of  Uttar  Pradesh  in  2015  on
the  suspicion  that  he  had  butch­
ered a calf that had gone missing.
While he was beaten to death, his
son  Danish  and  reportedly  his
grandmother were assaulted. Till

today  none  of  the  accused  has
been punished.

The killing was followed by bru­
tal murders of other Muslims, and
by  the attack on  Dalits  in Una  in
2016 on the fl��imsy excuse that they
were  transporting  cows.  But  the
honourable  ministers  of  the  go­
vernment  barely  condemned
these random, and not so random,
acts of violence. We are forced to
conclude that lynchings and mur­
ders by vigilante groups have be­
come commonplace, because the
police  as  well  as  the  holders  of
awesome political power shy away
from  punishing  rank  criminals
who harm fellow citizens.

The  unleashing  of  coercion  in
these  cases  has  resulted  in  the
spread of generalised violence. In­
creasingly, violence is the curren­
cy of social transaction. In the fi��rst
half of 2018, Indians who look un­
familiar to the locals, whatever ‘lo­
cal’  might  mean,  have  been  sav­
agely  beaten  to  death  on  fl��imsy
pretexts. Lynching has been cata­
lysed  by  unsubstantiated  videos
on WhatsApp that report kidnap­
ping  of  small  children  by  outsid­
ers. On June 8, two young men, Ni­
lotpal Das, an audio engineer, and
Abhijeet  Nath,  a  digital  artist,
stopped in Karbi Anglong district
of  Assam  to  ask  for  directions.
They  were  rapidly  identifi��ed  as
outsiders and kidnappers. A mob
of 200­250 people  lynched  them
to  death.  Crowds  stood  around
while  they  were  mercilessly  bea­
ten,  photographed  an  act  that
should  revolt  any  human  being,
and put the video on social media.

Other  people  across  the  coun­
try have been killed or attacked in
the  same way, with deaths being
linked to online rumours. Here are
just a few recent instances. On May
24, a man from Rajasthan was bru­
tally beaten to death in Bengaluru.

In the third week of May, four peo­
ple were attacked in other districts
of Karnataka and in Telangana be­
cause  they  were  suspected  to  be
child lifters. At Hosur in Tamil Na­
du,  the  crowd  videotaped  un­
speakable  brutality  infl��icted  on
the body of a migrant worker from
U.P..  Such  is  the  perversity  that
marks our times.

Sound of silence
Civil  society  is  considered  indis­
pensable  for  democracy  because
associations shield individual citi­
zens from the state. When people
begin to harm their fellow citizens
in  abnormal  ways,  who  will  pro­
tect the defenceless? Our civil so­
ciety as the site of solidarity, and
civility has been hammered into si­
lence. Consequently, incivility has
replaced  civility  and  violence  re­
places  non­violence.  India  might
have  reached  the  point  of  no  re­
turn, for the quagmire of violence
relentlessly  sucks  people  into  its
murky  depths.  When  vigilante
groups belonging to the religious
right  write  the  alphabet  of  brute
force in blood and gore, the script
is ineff��aceable and leaves indelible
imprints  on  the  body  politic.
Lynching  leaves  stigmata  much
like  the  murder  of  Duncan  left
blood  on  Lady  Macbeth’s  hands:
“What, will  these hands ne’er be
clean?”

I am  not  suggesting  that  the
strengthening of civil society will
make violence go away. Violence is
part of the human condition. The
political trick is to make the beast
stay on the margins by the cultiva­
tion of civility and solidarity. The
alternative  is  frightening.  Who
knows who will be the next victim
of vigilantism?

Neera Chandhoke is a former Professor of

Political Science at Delhi University

A spate of lynchings 
As violence and mistrust take over, citizens are no longer encouraged to connect with others and nurture solidarity 
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No, says the President
The President of India has
justly rejected Tamil Nadu’s
plea to release the Rajiv
Gandhi case convicts ( June
15). The conviction went
through with proper
evidence in the highest
court of the land. The
killers of Rajiv Gandhi
deserve no mercy. It is sad
that everyone seems to
have forgotten his brutal
killing and those of 17
others in the suicide bomb
attack. The Tamil Nadu
government’s request for
their release is unjustifi��ed. 
C.V. Venugopalan,

Palakkad

■ The President has done the
right thing, especially as the
convicts were involved in
planning the killing of the
former Prime Minister in a
premeditated manner. The
punishment was upheld by
the Supreme Court. The logic

of extenuating circumstances
cannot be applied in this
heinous crime against the
state. 
Y.G. Chouksey,

Pune

■ How can any one plead for
mercy on ‘humanitarian
grounds’ for people who
lacked the basics of
humanity and killed a
popular former Prime
Minister in a ruthless
manner? The action of the
BJP government at the
Centre in calling a spade a
spade and guiding the
President without any
political bias deserves
appreciation.
J. Eden Alexander,

Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu

Murder in Srinagar
The brutal killing of
journalist/editor Shujaat
Bukhari by gunmen raises
many questions on the

overall safety of journalists in
the country and the logic
behind declaring a ceasefi��re
in Jammu and Kashmir.
Journalists covering crimes,
political corruption or
societal imbalances almost
always live under the shadow
of threats. Writers such as
Gauri Lankesh have been
eliminated for airing their
views. Mediapersons getting
killed is an indication of
growing intolerance over
accepting confl��icting views.
Unless steps are taken to
protect journalists who
perform a major role of
disseminating information to
the public, one of the pillars
of our democracy will only
become weak. 
V. Subramanian,

Chennai

■ The incident shows that no
one is secure in Jammu and
Kashmir and exposes the
claim by the authorities that

the situation in the State is
fast returning to ‘normal’.
Militancy cannot be wiped
out with just the use of force
but calls for a dialogue with
separatists and others. It
appears that the Centre
believes that any call for
dialogue would be
misunderstood as a sign of
weakness. This is erroneous. 
D.B.N. Murthy

Bengaluru

Running out of water
The report, “India is facing
its worst water crisis: NITI
Aayog” ( June 15), is not
surprising. Rainwater
harvesting — why is it not
enforced across the country?
— is a sure way of taking care
of water requirements in
times of scarcity. The
government can popularise it
by off��ering people
imaginative subsidies and
schemes. Governments
across India need to

we not bothered about this?
Nagarajamani M.V,

Hyderabad

Kicking off�� in style
There couldn’t be a more
perfect start for Russia’s
campaign than in this edition
of the FIFA World Cup
(‘Sport’ – “Russia kick­starts
campaign with a rollicking
win”, June 15). Denis
Cheryshev’s second goal was
brilliant. Saudi Arabia’s
defence was remarkably
poor.
Vidya Ragunath,

Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu

rejuvenate water bodies,
lakes and tanks on a war­
footing. Also, rainwater
harvesting from rooftop
catchments should be
encouraged. 
N. Visveswaran,

Chennai

■ It is a shame that a country
which spends billions of
dollars on oil imports does
not spare any thought to
investing in technology to
eff��ectively use a natural
resource that it has in
abundance (water). Almost
all rivers are in spate during
the monsoon yet hardly 10%
of the water is harvested. Are
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A
little over a month after the Centre proposed a

special cess under the GST to help alleviate dis­

tress  among  sugarcane  farmers,  the  Cabinet

Committee  on  Economic  Aff��airs  approved  a  ₹��7,000­

crore package for the sugar sector last week. This pack­

age, with a mix of assured minimum pricing and special

incentives for increasing molasses and ethanol produc­

tion to gainfully mop up the glut of sugar in the country,

is independent of the cess proposal that was expected

to raise ₹��6,700 crore. To put this in perspective, sugar

mills’ dues to farmers stand at ₹��22,000 crore. Under

the proposed bailout scheme, the government will pro­

cure sugar from mills at a fi��xed minimum price to help

them clear dues to farmers, and also off��er them other fi��­

nancial assistance. Only about ₹��1,175 crore, however,

will be used towards procurement of refi��ned sugar from

mills to create a buff��er stock of 30 lakh tonnes. This is a

fraction of the 63.5 million tonnes output expected in

the two sugar seasons from October 2017 to September

2019.  With  the  record  output,  sugar  prices  have

dropped from an average of ₹��37 a kg in the previous sea­

son to ₹��26 in the current season. The bailout plan pro­

mises to pay ₹��29 a kg. Sugar mills say this is below their

production  cost  of  ₹��35  a  kg,  though  it  may  dissipate

their immediate liquidity problems to an extent.

Rating agency Crisil reckons that the fi��xed price for

sugar at mill gates and the buff��er stock will at best help

mitigate about 40% of the outstanding arrears to sugar­

cane farmers. And as production will rise again in the

coming season, so will the extent of arrears. The rest of

the package will take time to materialise, with ₹��4,440

crore of loans and ₹��1,332 crore of interest subsidies for

greenfi��eld  and  brownfi��eld  distillery  capacities.  Over

time, this could help to use excess sugar for the manu­

facture of alcohol or ethanol, but  it will not be soon

enough to address the present crisis. All said and done,

the Centre’s sweetener for the sector does little to ad­

dress structural problems and sticks to old­style pricing

and stock­holding interventions instead of signalling a

shift to market­driven cropping decisions. The political

compulsions driving the bailout are obvious, given that

the sugarcane crisis was a rallying cry in the by­election

in Kairana in Uttar Pradesh, which the BJP lost. But that

is no excuse for not thinking the package through. Per­

petuating the complex web of state controls in a politi­

cally­sensitive sector is no solution. The best way to ad­

dress the problem of excess supply in the long run is to

ensure some linkage between the price paid for sugar­

cane and the end­products it is used for; and encourag­

ing the feedback from market prices to inform farmers’

future cropping decisions. The current sops­driven so­

lution could distort the agriculture sector further.

Sweet nothing
The bailout package for sugarcane farmers

does little to fi��x structural fl��aws in the sector 

T
he death of Shujaat Bukhari in a terrorist attack at

close range in Srinagar has taken away a journal­

ist who held bold and independent opinions on

the confl��ict in Kashmir and how it should be resolved.

In the choice of target and the timing of the murder, the

attack sends out a chilling message: that on the eve of

Id­ul­Fitr and in the closing days of the government’s

Ramzan ceasefi��re against militants, there are forces de­

termined to gut the emerging consensus for extending

the cease­ops and preparing the ground for dialogue.

Bukhari, given the credibility he had painstakingly built

with reportage that conveyed the complex reality of life

in the Valley, was a prominent advocate of the ceasefi��re

and the need to extend it. Whichever terrorist group

chose to kill him would have been aware of the conse­

quences of his death. This has been a dark week in Jam­

mu and Kashmir. Two security personnel with Bukhari

were killed in the attack in Srinagar’s Press Colony. On

Thursday too, the body of Aurangzeb, a jawan with the

44 Rashtriya Rifl��es who had been kidnapped while on

his way home for the Id holiday, was found in Pulwama

district  riddled  with  bullets.  In  Bandipora,  two  mili­

tants and an Army jawan were killed. Days earlier, ter­

rorists killed two policemen in Pulwama. It is easy to

spot the insistence to pull Kashmir back into the cycle

of violence that was sought to be broken by the cease­

fi��re. It is a challenge that the governments at the Centre

and the State, as well as the security forces, would have

been prepared for, and they must not allow these pro­

vocations to dim the case for a more humane outreach.

J&K Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti must not be ren­

dered a lonely voice for truce and dialogue. 

Bukhari’s killing highlights the dangers that repor­

ters and editors face in the country — his death draws a

direct  line to the attacks on countless  journalists,  in­

cluding the murders last year of Gauri Lankesh in Kar­

nataka and Santanu Bhowmik in Tripura. Bukhari him­

self has been abducted before,  in 2006. He survived

that ordeal, but had to work thereafter with security

cover,  something  no  reporter  would  envy.  That  his

guards died with him on Thursday underlines the vul­

nerability  of  both  those  who  are  guarded  and  those

who guard. It also underscores the irreplaceable role of

the journalist in Kashmir, where daily lives are negotiat­

ed amid confl��icting narratives, ideologies and affi��nities.

To reconcile these, the reporter needs to have in his

tool kit an open heart, the persistence to tease out sto­

ries and connect all dots, no matter how they may dis­

turb nationalist or separatist sentiments. Without infor­

mation, reconciliation is impossible. Over the decades,

Bukhari enlightened readers even as he mentored jour­

nalists as the editor and founder of Rising Kashmir, and

earlier as The Hindu’s correspondent.

Act of intimidation
The murder of Shujaat Bukhari is aimed at

silencing the middle ground in J&K 
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EDITORIAL

Abhinav Chandrachud

D
uring colonial rule in India,
England was not a  secular
country with a Jeff��ersonian

wall of separation between church
and state.  Instead,  the Church of
England  was  the  established
church.  The  “Act  of  Supremacy”
enacted in 1534 declared that the
monarch was the “Supreme Head
of  the  Church  of  England”.  The
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and
other  high­level  church  offi��cials
were  appointed  by  the  govern­
ment.  New  monarchs  were
crowned  by  a  senior  member  of
the  clergy,  and  senior  bishops
were represented in the House of
Lords. Much of this remains true
today. How, then, did the idea of
secularism  take  root  in  India,
which derives many of its institu­
tions and practices from England?

Initially, the East India Compa­
ny (EIC) got itself intricately entan­
gled with the administration of re­
ligious  institutions.  Temple
employees were appointed by go­
vernment  offi��cials.  Royal  salutes
were  fi��red  from  the  batteries  of
Fort St. George  in Madras, at  the
celebration of Pongal, and at Ram­
zan. Under  the orders of  the pu­
blic  offi��cer  of  the  district,  a  reli­
gious  off��ering  was  made  at
temples for a good monsoon. Laws
were enacted which said that the

“general  superintendence  of  all
lands  granted  for  the  support  of
mosques  [and]  Hindoo  temples”
was vested in the colonial govern­
ment. 

A change of policy
All this annoyed Christian mission­
aries and members of the clergy in
England and India who put pres­
sure  on  the  government.  Conse­
quently,  in  1833,  the Court of Di­
rectors of the EIC sent instructions
to the colonial government outlin­
ing its policy towards India’s reli­
gions. The Directors wrote that all
“religious rites” that were “harm­
less…  ought  to  be  tolerated,  ho­
wever  false  the  creed  by  which
they  are  sanctioned.”  However,
they  wrote:  “The  interference  of
British  Functionaries  in  the  inte­
rior  management  of  native  tem­
ples, in the customs, habits and re­
ligious proceedings of their priests
and  attendants,  in  the  arrange­
ment  of  their  ceremonies,  rites
and festivals, and generally in the
conduct of their interior economy,
shall cease.” 

It  was  in  this  manner  that  the
seeds of secularism were sown in
India.  The  colonial  government
was directed to disentangle  itself
from  “superstitious”  Indian  reli­
gious institutions, because Indian
religions were considered heathen
and false. However, the Church of
England  in  India  was  still  esta­
blished for a long time.

The wall of separation between
temple and colonial state in India
was achieved in 1863, when a law
was  enacted  which  said  that  it
would  no  longer  be  “lawful”  for

“any Government in India, or for
any Offi��cer of any Government” in
his  offi��cial  capacity,  to  take  over
the “superintendence of any land
or other property” belonging to a
“Mosque,  Temple,  or  other  reli­
gious establishment”, to take part
in the “management or appropria­
tion  of  any  [religious]  endow­
ment”,  to  nominate  or  appoint
any  trustee  in  a  religious  institu­
tion,  “or  to  be  in  any  way  con­
cerned  therewith”.  Referring  to
this law in the legislative council,
the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal
said that it would “rid” the govern­
ment of a “burden”. 

The missing clause
However,  this  colonial  vision  of
secularism was rejected by India’s
founding  fathers.  After  the  Go­
vernment of India Act, 1919, Indian
legislators  came  to  power  at  the
provinces. Indian political leaders
enacted  the  far­reaching  Madras
Hindu Religious Endowments Act,
1926, which virtually took over the
management  and  administration
of Hindu temples in the province.
It established “boards” appointed
by the government. Temple trus­
tees had to furnish accounts to and
obey  the  instructions  of  the

boards.  Temples’  surplus  funds
could  be  spent  by  the  boards
themselves,  on  any  “religious,
educational or charitable purpos­
es not inconsistent with [their] ob­
jects”. 

The  entanglement  of  the  go­
vernment  with  religious  institu­
tions in India would be impermis­
sible  in  the  U.S.  The  fi��rst
amendment  to  the  Constitution
there  prohibits  Congress  from
making any law “respecting an es­
tablishment  of  religion”.  In  the
Constituent  Assembly,  B.R.  Am­
bedkar  drafted  an  establishment
clause which said that “[t]he State
shall not recognize any religion as
State  religion.”  K.T.  Shah’s  draft
said that the government would be
“entirely  a  secular  institution”,
which would “maintain no offi��cial
religion [or] established church”.
If these clauses found their way in­
to  the  Constitution,  the  Madras
Hindu Religious Endowments Act,
1926,  could  possibly  have  been
found unconstitutional.

Then,  something  odd  hap­
pened. In April 1947, the sub­com­
mittee  on  fundamental  rights  in
the  assembly  discussed  the  esta­
blishment clause, and K.M. Mun­
shi  and  K.M.  Panikkar  promised
that they would re­draft it, “so as
to provide  for  those cases where
religion  is  already  accepted  as  a
State  religion.”  A  few  days  later,
when the sub­committee present­
ed  its  report  on  fundamental
rights,  the  establishment  clause
unceremoniously vanished. Later,
H.V.  Kamath  tried  to  move  an
amendment in the Constituent As­
sembly to introduce an establish­

ment clause into the draft consti­
tution to the following eff��ect: “The
State shall not establish, endow, or
patronize any particular religion.”
However, his amendment was put
to vote and rejected. 

The Supreme Court has allowed
governments  to  heavily  regulate
Hindu temples on the theory that
the  freedom  of  religion  does  not
include  secular  matters  of  admi­
nistration which are not essential
to  the  religion.  Sometimes,  the
court has perhaps gone a little too
far since the line between integral
religious practice and non­essen­
tial secular activity is often hard to
draw. For instance, though the go­
vernment cannot interfere with ri­
tuals and prayers at temples, it can
regulate the amount that temples
spend on such things. Even the ap­
pointment of priests in Hindu tem­
ples has been held to be a secular
activity,  which  the  government
can regulate.

In a letter written in 1802, Presi­
dent  Thomas  Jeff��erson  advanced
the idea of a “wall of eternal sepa­
ration between church & state” in
the U.S. The wall of separation bet­
ween  temple  and  state  in  India
was fi��rst constructed by a colonial
government which wanted to dis­
tance  itself  from  religions  that  it
considered  heathen  and  false.
That wall was then pulled down by
Indian  leaders  who  felt  that  go­
vernment  entanglement  in  reli­
gious institutions, especially Hin­
du temples, was essential, even in
a secular state. 

Abhinav Chandrachud is an advocate at

the Bombay High Court

Temple and state
How the seeds of secularism were sown in India, and why the state came to play a part in religious institutions 
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D
emocracy establishes a con­
versation between citizens
and  the  power  elites  they

have  elected  into  offi��ce.  Citizens
initiate and sustain various conver­
sations  with  each  other  through
associational life in the space of ci­
vil society. Associations bring peo­
ple together in diff��erent projects,
enable them to speak back to pow­
er, and protect them against arbi­
trary exercise of state power. For
these and related reasons, associa­
tions  are  considered  indispensa­
ble for democratic life.

Modern angst
There is more — associational life
tempers the anomie of modernity.
The individual certainly has more
freedom in modern society com­
pared to pre­modern ones. But she
is also rootless. She is certainly ve­
ry lonely. The quintessential mod­
ern  being  is  a  bit  like  Howard
Roark,  who  in  Ayn  Rand’s  The
Fountainhead sits  atop  a  meta­
phorical mountain condemned to
view life from a distance. This no­
vel, normally read by young peo­
ple in their teens, presents a terri­
fying picture of isolation, of failure
to relate to other people. The story
recounts  the  malaise  of
modernity.

Notably, associations encourage
us  to  connect  with  others  who
aren’t like us. They teach us to ap­
preciate codes of sociability, mod­
erate aggressive instincts, rid our
minds of mindless prejudices and
see other people as worthy of re­
gard and respect. Arguably, a con­

versation with persons who might
well be strangers in traditional en­
vironments  contributes  a  great
deal to the ironing out of senseless
tensions that permeate divided so­
cieties.  The  moment  we  embark
on a conversation with others, we
signify that we see them as equals.
During the course of the conversa­
tion,  acquisitive  individualism
might be tamed somewhat. Belli­
cose  impulses  might  be  disci­
plined  somewhat.  Associational
life trains us to be sociable and ci­
vil.  If  the  state  is  marked  by  the
logic  of  power,  and  the  market
dominated  by  that  of  profi��t,  the
logic of civil society is that of soli­
darity and civility. That is why the
domain of civil society moderates
the malaise of modernity.

Civil society in peril
In India, however, it is precisely ci­
vil society that has been in the eye
of a storm ever since the present
government came to power at the
Centre in 2014. Investigative agen­
cies have suspended funding of ci­
vil  society  organisations  (CSOs),
rights activists are labelled anti­na­
tional if they dare to challenge the
government’s dismal record of hu­
man  rights,  perfectly  legitimate
protests  are  frowned  upon,  and
members  of  CSOs  are  hounded
and subjected to vile accusations
and  abuse  on  the  social  media.
The  miracle  is  that  we  still  see
protests by Dalits, by farmers and
by university students. Yet we also
witness the decline of civil society
as a forum for setting up of multi­
ple conversations. The elegant and
exhilarating art of public conversa­
tion  has  degenerated  into  rants
and abuse, hate speech and crude
allegations, lampooning of leaders
of  oppositional  political  parties,
and perverse stereotyping of vul­
nerable  minorities,  Dalits  and

women.
One  crucial  development  has

accelerated  the  weakening  —
hopefully temporary — of civil so­
ciety. With their own party in pow­
er, front organisations of the reli­
gious  right  are  determined  to
monopolise  the space of civil  so­
ciety, and its guardian — an inde­
pendent media. They would deny
this space to others. Civility is no
longer the signifi��er of civil society
dominated by these organisations,
incivility  is.  We  see  today  an  in­
erasable boundary based on reli­
gion, opinions and food habits, in­
fl��exibly  drawn  between  the
‘insider’ and the ‘outsider’. No lon­
ger are Indians encouraged to con­
nect with others and nurture soli­
darity in the space of civil society.
Violence, fear and suspicion cast a
dark cloud over a civil society that
is  expected  to  tame  aggression
and cultivate civility.

Everyday communalism
The  sorry  saga  of  immense  vio­
lence against the Muslim commun­
ity was initiated with the killing of
Mohammad  Akhlaq  in  Dadri  dis­
trict  of  Uttar  Pradesh  in  2015  on
the  suspicion  that  he  had  butch­
ered a calf that had gone missing.
While he was beaten to death, his
son  Danish  and  reportedly  his
grandmother were assaulted. Till

today  none  of  the  accused  has
been punished.

The killing was followed by bru­
tal murders of other Muslims, and
by  the attack on  Dalits  in Una  in
2016 on the fl��imsy excuse that they
were  transporting  cows.  But  the
honourable  ministers  of  the  go­
vernment  barely  condemned
these random, and not so random,
acts of violence. We are forced to
conclude that lynchings and mur­
ders by vigilante groups have be­
come commonplace, because the
police  as  well  as  the  holders  of
awesome political power shy away
from  punishing  rank  criminals
who harm fellow citizens.

The  unleashing  of  coercion  in
these  cases  has  resulted  in  the
spread of generalised violence. In­
creasingly, violence is the curren­
cy of social transaction. In the fi��rst
half of 2018, Indians who look un­
familiar to the locals, whatever ‘lo­
cal’  might  mean,  have  been  sav­
agely  beaten  to  death  on  fl��imsy
pretexts. Lynching has been cata­
lysed  by  unsubstantiated  videos
on WhatsApp that report kidnap­
ping  of  small  children  by  outsid­
ers. On June 8, two young men, Ni­
lotpal Das, an audio engineer, and
Abhijeet  Nath,  a  digital  artist,
stopped in Karbi Anglong district
of  Assam  to  ask  for  directions.
They  were  rapidly  identifi��ed  as
outsiders and kidnappers. A mob
of 200­250 people  lynched  them
to  death.  Crowds  stood  around
while  they  were  mercilessly  bea­
ten,  photographed  an  act  that
should  revolt  any  human  being,
and put the video on social media.

Other  people  across  the  coun­
try have been killed or attacked in
the  same way, with deaths being
linked to online rumours. Here are
just a few recent instances. On May
24, a man from Rajasthan was bru­
tally beaten to death in Bengaluru.

In the third week of May, four peo­
ple were attacked in other districts
of Karnataka and in Telangana be­
cause  they  were  suspected  to  be
child lifters. At Hosur in Tamil Na­
du,  the  crowd  videotaped  un­
speakable  brutality  infl��icted  on
the body of a migrant worker from
U.P..  Such  is  the  perversity  that
marks our times.

Sound of silence
Civil  society  is  considered  indis­
pensable  for  democracy  because
associations shield individual citi­
zens from the state. When people
begin to harm their fellow citizens
in  abnormal  ways,  who  will  pro­
tect the defenceless? Our civil so­
ciety as the site of solidarity, and
civility has been hammered into si­
lence. Consequently, incivility has
replaced  civility  and  violence  re­
places  non­violence.  India  might
have  reached  the  point  of  no  re­
turn, for the quagmire of violence
relentlessly  sucks  people  into  its
murky  depths.  When  vigilante
groups belonging to the religious
right  write  the  alphabet  of  brute
force in blood and gore, the script
is ineff��aceable and leaves indelible
imprints  on  the  body  politic.
Lynching  leaves  stigmata  much
like  the  murder  of  Duncan  left
blood  on  Lady  Macbeth’s  hands:
“What, will  these hands ne’er be
clean?”

I am  not  suggesting  that  the
strengthening of civil society will
make violence go away. Violence is
part of the human condition. The
political trick is to make the beast
stay on the margins by the cultiva­
tion of civility and solidarity. The
alternative  is  frightening.  Who
knows who will be the next victim
of vigilantism?

Neera Chandhoke is a former Professor of

Political Science at Delhi University

A spate of lynchings 
As violence and mistrust take over, citizens are no longer encouraged to connect with others and nurture solidarity 
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No, says the President
The President of India has
justly rejected Tamil Nadu’s
plea to release the Rajiv
Gandhi case convicts ( June
15). The conviction went
through with proper
evidence in the highest
court of the land. The
killers of Rajiv Gandhi
deserve no mercy. It is sad
that everyone seems to
have forgotten his brutal
killing and those of 17
others in the suicide bomb
attack. The Tamil Nadu
government’s request for
their release is unjustifi��ed. 
C.V. Venugopalan,

Palakkad

■ The President has done the
right thing, especially as the
convicts were involved in
planning the killing of the
former Prime Minister in a
premeditated manner. The
punishment was upheld by
the Supreme Court. The logic

of extenuating circumstances
cannot be applied in this
heinous crime against the
state. 
Y.G. Chouksey,

Pune

■ How can any one plead for
mercy on ‘humanitarian
grounds’ for people who
lacked the basics of
humanity and killed a
popular former Prime
Minister in a ruthless
manner? The action of the
BJP government at the
Centre in calling a spade a
spade and guiding the
President without any
political bias deserves
appreciation.
J. Eden Alexander,

Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu

Murder in Srinagar
The brutal killing of
journalist/editor Shujaat
Bukhari by gunmen raises
many questions on the

overall safety of journalists in
the country and the logic
behind declaring a ceasefi��re
in Jammu and Kashmir.
Journalists covering crimes,
political corruption or
societal imbalances almost
always live under the shadow
of threats. Writers such as
Gauri Lankesh have been
eliminated for airing their
views. Mediapersons getting
killed is an indication of
growing intolerance over
accepting confl��icting views.
Unless steps are taken to
protect journalists who
perform a major role of
disseminating information to
the public, one of the pillars
of our democracy will only
become weak. 
V. Subramanian,

Chennai

■ The incident shows that no
one is secure in Jammu and
Kashmir and exposes the
claim by the authorities that

the situation in the State is
fast returning to ‘normal’.
Militancy cannot be wiped
out with just the use of force
but calls for a dialogue with
separatists and others. It
appears that the Centre
believes that any call for
dialogue would be
misunderstood as a sign of
weakness. This is erroneous. 
D.B.N. Murthy

Bengaluru

Running out of water
The report, “India is facing
its worst water crisis: NITI
Aayog” ( June 15), is not
surprising. Rainwater
harvesting — why is it not
enforced across the country?
— is a sure way of taking care
of water requirements in
times of scarcity. The
government can popularise it
by off��ering people
imaginative subsidies and
schemes. Governments
across India need to

we not bothered about this?
Nagarajamani M.V,

Hyderabad

Kicking off�� in style
There couldn’t be a more
perfect start for Russia’s
campaign than in this edition
of the FIFA World Cup
(‘Sport’ – “Russia kick­starts
campaign with a rollicking
win”, June 15). Denis
Cheryshev’s second goal was
brilliant. Saudi Arabia’s
defence was remarkably
poor.
Vidya Ragunath,

Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu

rejuvenate water bodies,
lakes and tanks on a war­
footing. Also, rainwater
harvesting from rooftop
catchments should be
encouraged. 
N. Visveswaran,

Chennai

■ It is a shame that a country
which spends billions of
dollars on oil imports does
not spare any thought to
investing in technology to
eff��ectively use a natural
resource that it has in
abundance (water). Almost
all rivers are in spate during
the monsoon yet hardly 10%
of the water is harvested. Are
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A
little over a month after the Centre proposed a

special cess under the GST to help alleviate dis­

tress  among  sugarcane  farmers,  the  Cabinet

Committee  on  Economic  Aff��airs  approved  a  ₹��7,000­

crore package for the sugar sector last week. This pack­

age, with a mix of assured minimum pricing and special

incentives for increasing molasses and ethanol produc­

tion to gainfully mop up the glut of sugar in the country,

is independent of the cess proposal that was expected

to raise ₹��6,700 crore. To put this in perspective, sugar

mills’ dues to farmers stand at ₹��22,000 crore. Under

the proposed bailout scheme, the government will pro­

cure sugar from mills at a fi��xed minimum price to help

them clear dues to farmers, and also off��er them other fi��­

nancial assistance. Only about ₹��1,175 crore, however,

will be used towards procurement of refi��ned sugar from

mills to create a buff��er stock of 30 lakh tonnes. This is a

fraction of the 63.5 million tonnes output expected in

the two sugar seasons from October 2017 to September

2019.  With  the  record  output,  sugar  prices  have

dropped from an average of ₹��37 a kg in the previous sea­

son to ₹��26 in the current season. The bailout plan pro­

mises to pay ₹��29 a kg. Sugar mills say this is below their

production  cost  of  ₹��35  a  kg,  though  it  may  dissipate

their immediate liquidity problems to an extent.

Rating agency Crisil reckons that the fi��xed price for

sugar at mill gates and the buff��er stock will at best help

mitigate about 40% of the outstanding arrears to sugar­

cane farmers. And as production will rise again in the

coming season, so will the extent of arrears. The rest of

the package will take time to materialise, with ₹��4,440

crore of loans and ₹��1,332 crore of interest subsidies for

greenfi��eld  and  brownfi��eld  distillery  capacities.  Over

time, this could help to use excess sugar for the manu­

facture of alcohol or ethanol, but  it will not be soon

enough to address the present crisis. All said and done,

the Centre’s sweetener for the sector does little to ad­

dress structural problems and sticks to old­style pricing

and stock­holding interventions instead of signalling a

shift to market­driven cropping decisions. The political

compulsions driving the bailout are obvious, given that

the sugarcane crisis was a rallying cry in the by­election

in Kairana in Uttar Pradesh, which the BJP lost. But that

is no excuse for not thinking the package through. Per­

petuating the complex web of state controls in a politi­

cally­sensitive sector is no solution. The best way to ad­

dress the problem of excess supply in the long run is to

ensure some linkage between the price paid for sugar­

cane and the end­products it is used for; and encourag­

ing the feedback from market prices to inform farmers’

future cropping decisions. The current sops­driven so­

lution could distort the agriculture sector further.

Sweet nothing
The bailout package for sugarcane farmers

does little to fi��x structural fl��aws in the sector 

T
he death of Shujaat Bukhari in a terrorist attack at

close range in Srinagar has taken away a journal­

ist who held bold and independent opinions on

the confl��ict in Kashmir and how it should be resolved.

In the choice of target and the timing of the murder, the

attack sends out a chilling message: that on the eve of

Id­ul­Fitr and in the closing days of the government’s

Ramzan ceasefi��re against militants, there are forces de­

termined to gut the emerging consensus for extending

the cease­ops and preparing the ground for dialogue.

Bukhari, given the credibility he had painstakingly built

with reportage that conveyed the complex reality of life

in the Valley, was a prominent advocate of the ceasefi��re

and the need to extend it. Whichever terrorist group

chose to kill him would have been aware of the conse­

quences of his death. This has been a dark week in Jam­

mu and Kashmir. Two security personnel with Bukhari

were killed in the attack in Srinagar’s Press Colony. On

Thursday too, the body of Aurangzeb, a jawan with the

44 Rashtriya Rifl��es who had been kidnapped while on

his way home for the Id holiday, was found in Pulwama

district  riddled  with  bullets.  In  Bandipora,  two  mili­

tants and an Army jawan were killed. Days earlier, ter­

rorists killed two policemen in Pulwama. It is easy to

spot the insistence to pull Kashmir back into the cycle

of violence that was sought to be broken by the cease­

fi��re. It is a challenge that the governments at the Centre

and the State, as well as the security forces, would have

been prepared for, and they must not allow these pro­

vocations to dim the case for a more humane outreach.

J&K Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti must not be ren­

dered a lonely voice for truce and dialogue. 

Bukhari’s killing highlights the dangers that repor­

ters and editors face in the country — his death draws a

direct  line to the attacks on countless  journalists,  in­

cluding the murders last year of Gauri Lankesh in Kar­

nataka and Santanu Bhowmik in Tripura. Bukhari him­

self has been abducted before,  in 2006. He survived

that ordeal, but had to work thereafter with security

cover,  something  no  reporter  would  envy.  That  his

guards died with him on Thursday underlines the vul­

nerability  of  both  those  who  are  guarded  and  those

who guard. It also underscores the irreplaceable role of

the journalist in Kashmir, where daily lives are negotiat­

ed amid confl��icting narratives, ideologies and affi��nities.

To reconcile these, the reporter needs to have in his

tool kit an open heart, the persistence to tease out sto­

ries and connect all dots, no matter how they may dis­

turb nationalist or separatist sentiments. Without infor­

mation, reconciliation is impossible. Over the decades,

Bukhari enlightened readers even as he mentored jour­

nalists as the editor and founder of Rising Kashmir, and

earlier as The Hindu’s correspondent.

Act of intimidation
The murder of Shujaat Bukhari is aimed at

silencing the middle ground in J&K 
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Since the Maharashtra police
revealed a Maoist plot to assassi-
nate Prime Minister Narendra

Modi in a Rajiv Gandhi-type incident
last week, of which they learnt from a
letter, the number of such epistles see-
ms to have multiplied like rabbits. While
the veracity of such letters is yet to be ve-
rified, they remind one of another such
high-profile Naxalite case, that of Dr
Binayak Sen. For the uninitiated, Dr
Sen, a Bengali paediatrician based in
Chhattisgarh, was accused of having
close links with Naxalites, and arrested
and sentenced in a sedition case.

Among the evidence presented
against him in court was an email writ-
ten by his wife, Illina Sen, to “one
Fernandes of the ISI”. The Telegraph
reported on December 17, 2010, the
prosecution had argued that Dr and Ms
Sen were members of an international
terror ring and what could the ISI be
but Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelli-
gence? Unhappily for the prosecution
though, it turned out that the ISI in this
case was the Indian Statistical Institute
and “Fernandes” was Walter Fernandes,
its former head and friend of the Sens.

States are no strangers to being cre-
ators of fiction. The current letters also
reminded me of the most sensational
conspiracy theory from the first half of
the 20th century: The Protocols of the
Elders of Zion. The text, proven to be
fabricated as early as 1921 by The Times
of London, purported to be the min-
utes of a meeting in which senior Rus-
sian Jews planned global domination.

The earliest known edition of this
text was published in Russia in 1903,
right before anti-Jewish pogroms in the
Russian empire, killing nearly 5,000
and forcing many to flee. Some scholars
such as Cesare De Michelis, professor of
Russian literature at the University of
Rome and an expert on the Protocols,
have argued that those responsible for
the forgery could be directly linked to
initiating the anti-Semitic riots.

To misquote Shashi Tharoor, this
“farrago of fiction and hoaxes” forms the
cornerstone of Umberto Eco’s remark-
able novel, The Prague Cemetery (2011).
Eco has claimed elsewhere that the nov-
el has little invention and mostly history.
He does invent a fictional forger, Simone
Simonini, whom a New York Times crit-
ic describes as the Forrest Gump of evil,
“always present where the action is”.

Fed on stories of a Jewish bogey-
man by his anti-Semitic grandfather,
Simonini grows up to be a professional
forger suffering from a split-personali-
ty. He is the only fiction in Eco’s novel;
almost everything else is fact.

The Protocols, in real life and also
in Eco’s novel, was plagiarised from a
variety of sources, and the labyrinth of

hoaxes is sometimes impossible to
negotiate without getting completely
lost. A primary source is an 1864 politi-
cal pamphlet satirising Napoleon III,
which landed its author, Maurice Joly,
in jail for 15 months.

Apparently two-fifths of the
Protocols are copy-pasted from Joly’s
work, which in turn was heavily
inspired by Eugène Sue’s popular nov-
el The Mysteries of a People. In it, the
villains are Jesuits. So where are the
Jews? They were introduced by French
cleric Augustin Barruel, a sort of master
of conspiracy theories who had earlier
claimed that Freemasons had orches-
trated the French Revolution.

If you think this is too much, hold on:
Barruel’s falsification was expanded
upon by novelist Hermann Goedsche, a
Prussian agent, who included a chapter
in his novel Biarritz (1868) about a
Jewish cemetery in Prague. This chapter
had a life independent of the novel, and
was widely circulated in Europe. After its
translation into Russian, it became
another source for the Protocols.

This wildly popular false document
would become a favourite with none
other than Adolf Hitler. Professor
Randall L Bytwerk, in his essay
“Believing in Inner Truth”, claims that
though most senior Nazis knew that
the Protocols was a spurious document,
they nevertheless happily used it for
propaganda. 

In Mein Kampf, Hitler writes: “They
are based on a forgery, the Frankfurter
Zeitung moans and screams once every
week: The best proof that they are
authentic.” Sounds familiar to current
global leaders calling the established
media liars?

The Nazi Party’s official publishing
house, Eher Verlag, had published a
German version of the Protocols in 1920.
By 1933, it had been reprinted 13 times,
and Der Schulungsbrief reviewed it in
1937, claiming: “He who knows The
Protocols of the Elders of Zion under-
stands why Jewry uses every lying
method to dispute the genuineness of
these protocols. Jewry’s ruthless drive
for world domination was stopped only
by National Socialism.” During the
famous Bern trials, the Nazi Party’s prop-
aganda machinery projected the attack
on the veracity of the Protocols as an
international Jewish conspiracy.

Even now, neo-Nazis often use the
Protocols on their websites for propa-
ganda. In a 2002 article, Eco claimed: “It
is enough to visit certain racist web-
sites, or to follow anti-Zionist propa-
ganda in the Arab countries, to see that
anti-semites have still found nothing
better to do than to recycle, yet again,
those ludicrous Protocols.” Ludicrous
they might be, but they are not without
threats — much like letters that appear
suddenly in homes of those opposing
the government. One must exercise
some caution before believing in them.

MAUDE LAVANCHY & WILLEM SMIT

Every four years, as football
fans gear up for the World
Cup, researchers engage in a

game of their own: Trying to deter-
mine just how costly the tourna-
ment is to employers and
economies. Our own contribution
to this genre suggests that the cal-
culation is a bit more complex than
is generally acknowledged.

To calculate the number of pro-
ductive hours at risk in this year’s
tournament, we assume local office
hours are between 9:00 am and 
5:00 pm, and that 50 percent of each
country’s workforce will be inter-
ested in watching the games. We
estimate that a total of $14.5 billion
in gross domestic product world-
wide could be at risk in the first two
weeks of the tournament.

From there, though, the story
gets more complicated.

Perhaps counter intuitively,
watching football could actually
make for a more productive work-
day. As one recent paper demon-
strates, watching soccer can

affect a fan’s happiness an hour
before kickoff and up to three
hours after the players disappear
down the tunnel. Other research
has shown that boosting people’s
happiness can make them about
10 percent to 12 percent more pro-
ductive at work — implying that
a good day on the pitch will lead
to a good day at the office. The
catch is that the negative effect of
seeing your team lose is twice as
big as the boost to happiness of
watching them win.

So what does this tell us about
the World Cup?

Using these figures as a baseline,
we calculated how much the
expected outcome of each game —
based on odds from UK bookies —
would affect workers’ productivity.
In all, we found that half of the 48
group-stage games could have eco-
nomic consequences. Although
such calculations are inherently
speculative, they can nonetheless
tell a useful economic story. And in
this case, it doesn’t look good.

Take the France-Peru game.
That match is scheduled for 2:00

pm (France time) on a Thursday,
meaning that French workers will
be on the job an hour before and
after the game. Because France
has a high probability of winning
this game, we estimate that French
workers will be 4.4 per cent more
productive that day, which implies
a $354 million boost in GDP. That
may sound like good news. Yet this
boost doesn’t come close to com-
pensating for the $2 billion lost
during the two hours of the game
itself — to say nothing of the blow
to productive work if France lost in
an upset.

Brazil offers another caution-
ary tale. Its games against Serbia
and Costa Rica both seem likely
to be costly, since they interrupt
workdays. Although Brazil is
among the favourites to win the
Cup, the increased productivity
from these wins would not be sig-
nificant or lasting enough to com-
pensate for those lost working
hours. An unexpected loss, mean-
while, could be a disaster: If Brazil
were defeated by Costa Rica, pro-
ductivity could decline by 14.4 per

cent in the hours after the match.
Since these games are likely

to act as a net drag on productiv-
ity, what steps should be taken to
prepare?

Brazil’s government has come
up with one approach. It said
recently that it will allow state
workers to adjust their hours when
the national team competes. For
the first round of games, most pub-
lic agencies will let employees
leave early when there’s an after-
noon match or come in late when
Brazil plays in the morning, an
approach that at least recognises
economic reality.

Outside of soccer-mad Brazil,
though, few countries are likely to
take such a step. So it will be up to
employers to decide how to deal
with the games. Given what we
know about how sports affect hap-
piness and productivity, what
should they do?

One option is to just ignore the
whole thing and expect employ-
ees to show up like normal.
Another might be to negotiate: Let
workers adjust their schedules to

watch the games in return for mak-
ing up the lost time in some other
way. Both these tactics would min-
imise disruptions to the workday.
But they also might be a missed
opportunity.

A third approach is to take a
cue from the Dutch football leg-
end Johan Cruyff, who once said:
“The attack is the best defense.”
In that spirit, why not turn on the
office TV and invite employees to
watch the games together? True,
not much work will get done. But
think of it as an opportunity to
improve engagement, cultivate a
stronger sense of community, and
build up some good will for the
longer term.

The benefits of such an
approach would be harder to
quantify than lost working hours.
But remember that the highest
satisfactions of football, and of
sports more generally, are usually
intangible — and that the true
costs and benefits of the World
Cup almost certainly can’t be
measured in dollars.
© Bloomberg

How expensive is the FIFA World Cup?

In February 2015, India’s Central
Statistical Office (CSO) revised
the methodology for calculat-

ing the country’s gross domestic
product (GDP). The new method-
ology is more in line with interna-
tional standards. At that time, the
CSO revised GDP growth estimates
for FY12 (financial year 2011-12),
FY13, FY14, and FY15. The CSO
promised to revise the GDP data for
earlier years. From a policy per-
spective, this is necessary in order to
compare current growth with that
in the past years. But more than
three years later, the CSO has still
not provided it. This is uncon-
scionable as it creates credibility
problems for the data that the
Indian government puts out. The
government must explain why it
has failed to publish the full GDP

growth time series. Countries
around the world update their GDP
methodologies but, unlike India,
many countries have no problem
revising past data.

In 2015, the CSO announced two
changes. First, the base year for cal-
culating the GDP was revised from
FY05 to FY12. This is considered a
routine change. The second change
was more substantive, involving
the methodology. The new
methodology incorporated more
data on corporate activity. Also,
spending patterns of households
and the informal economy were
captured by more recent surveys.
The results were surprising, how-
ever. For example, for FY14, the
GDP growth shot up from 4.7 per
cent (old method) to 6.9 per cent
(new method). Similarly, for FY15,
growth was revised from a project-
ed 5.5 per cent to 7.4 per cent. This
propelled India past China in the
global growth league tables. The
change was viewed with much
scepticism. Raghuram Rajan, who
was the governor of the Reserve
Bank of India at the time, and
Arvind Subramanian, the govern-
ment’s Chief Economic Adviser,
were among the many economists
who expressed reservations about
the new data. However, what has
irked many, including this writer, is

that the government shows no sign
of publishing data for previous
years after applying this new
methodology. This is inexcusable.

In 2013, the United States revised
its GDP methodology. The Bureau
of Economic Analysis (BEA) out-
lined the changes in a paper and
explained the difference between
annual and “comprehensive”
changes to the National Income and
Product Accounts (NIPA). The BEA
included research & development
(R&D) in final GDP calculations —
earlier, R&D was considered an
intermediate input — and this
necessitated a revision. But the BEA
revised the GDP data all the way
back to 1929! This should not be sur-
prising. After all, economic policy-
making depends on comparing
data across years. If the BEA had
not revised data for the previous
years, GDP growth rates after 2013
would have appeared fundamen-
tally different from those in the past
and comparisons would have been
meaningless. 

The US is not unique in its abil-
ity to revise historic economic data
in light of methodological changes
necessitated by a changing eco-
nomic structure. There are many
such examples from around the
world. In 2016, China’s National
Bureau of Statistics (NBS)

announced that it, too, would begin
including R&D expenditure in its
GDP calculation. This resulted in
modest upward revision of the GDP
for past years. How far back did this
revision go? NBS revised its GDP
data all the way back to 1952. In 2016,
the Turkish Statistical Institute
revised the methodology to calcu-
late Turkey’s GDP. The country’s
economy received a $140-billion
boost, and catapulted its growth to
a level higher than India’s. Again,
R&D expenditures became part of
the GDP calculation. However, as
with other countries, Turkey’s GDP
revision went all the way back to
the 20th century. In 2015, Brazil
announced changes to its GDP
methodology and promptly pro-
vided revised estimates from 2000
to 2011. I could go on but you get the
idea. In India’s case, after more than
three years, we still don’t have com-
parable data prior to 2011-12.

There are some, including I, who
believe that using the current GDP
methodology, the growth during
UPA years would likely be stronger.
In fact, methodological changes in
a number of countries have yielded
upward revisions in the GDP. Kenya
and Nigeria saw a big increases in
their GDP estimates when they
changed their methodologies. As
an economy’s structure changes,
newer items become part of the
GDP calculation and it takes time to
incorporate these items into nation-
al accounts. This results in higher

estimates of growth. But, as we
move further back in the historical
time series, the impact of a method-
ological change is likely to diminish.
Be that as it may, what is more
important at this point is that we
have a consistent time series of GDP
data. It is also clear from the experi-
ence of other countries, many of
them in the G-20 group, that there
appears to be no good reason why
the Indian government has not pub-
lished the GDP back series.

In this context, the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Imple-
mentation (MoSPI), of which the
CSO is a part, has said that the “back
series of the gross domestic product
(GDP) based on new base year of
2011-12 will be finalised and released
after due consultations with an
expert committee”. After all these
years, still being in the committee
mode is astonishing. This delay and
obfuscation lends credence to the-
ories about the government’s lack of
interest in publishing data that may
very well show much higher growth
under the UPA. In an election year
in which the ruling party is facing
unexpected challenges, perhaps the
last thing the government wants to
do is to set the record straight. After
all, we live in an era of fake news.
This too shall pass.

The author, formerly with the World
Bank, is a member of the Indian
National Congress. Views expressed
are personal. 

The GDP obfuscation A farrago of fiction

The United Nations Human Rights Council’s report
on Kashmir is so fatally flawed that it was dead on
arrival. Debating its accuracy, fairness, method-

ology or motive is a waste of time.
Its fatal flaw is political. It is one thing to let NGO-type

activists take over the world’s premier human rights
body, but quite another to exercise no political over-
sight. At one level, it tells you how incompetently the UN
is being run. On another, it shows the damage you can do
to those you have set out to defend.

Does this report embarrass or shame India or
Pakistan? Not in the least. Both treat Kashmir as a
blood feud. India will not be shamed by its human
rights record: It believes it is only fighting a nasty, cross-
border terrorist assault.

Pakistan won’t be embarrassed by
just another report stating that it is
funding, feeding and arming this mega
terror operation. It believes it’s engaged
in a moral campaign for justice. It also
wears much nastier descriptions such
as ‘International Migraine’ and ‘Un-
iversity of Jihad’ like badges of honour.

Both will fight to the last Kashmiri if
that is what it takes. Will they bother
about this idiotic UN report where the
“researchers” haven’t even been on the
ground in Kashmir once, any side of the LoC? They
won’t. But that is not the biggest problem.

We call it idiotic not because of the quality of its
research, but for its expectation that it will help the peo-
ple of Kashmir. On the contrary, it will harden India’s
approach. It will also encourage Pakistan to shove more
Kashmiris and its own expendable youth into a jihad
(holy war) in the renewed hope that one day, someday,
it will drive India away in shame, fear or pain. We can
exchange notes on it a decade from now when the cur-
rent High Commissioner for Human Rights has retired
to play golf on his generous UN pension.

The quality of successive secretary-generals over

three decades tells us that the UN doesn’t necessarily hire
its bureaucrats for intellect or ability. It is no surprise if the
current lot doesn’t even bother to look at the history of its
own interventions.

In so many unfortunate ways the Kashmir situation is
back to the perilous 1990s. That is also when UN and

Western human rights pressures were the greatest on a
much weaker India. How did it respond then? It passed
a unanimous resolution in Parliament, resolving to
recover all of the territory in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.
A bipartisan delegation led by opposition leader Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, with Minister of State for External Affairs
Salman Khurshid as his deputy, won a historic vote at

Geneva. Never mind that they had to
make common cause with human
rights rogues like China and Iran.

This UN report will achieve a sim-
ilar closing of ranks. Remember, even
before the ministry of external affairs’
official condemnation was out,
Congress spokesmen were on TV,
backing the government.

Shujaat Bukhari’s assassination to-
ok our minds away from the most to-
xic parts of this report. On both sides,
maybe it is deliberate. India cannot

take notice of a provocation as grave as a UN body for-
mally asking for self-determination in Kashmir and not
declare war over it. It should break the Pakistani hearts
too because self-determination enlarges the choice to
independence. Pakistan has never accepted that. Nor did
the UN resolution of 1948.

In any case, the UN has not talked of self-determina-
tion or plebiscite since the 1972 Simla Agreement, which
redefined Kashmir as a purely bilateral issue. Pakistan
may have invoked the resolutions occasionally, but nev-
er insisted on it in any bilateral agreements and other
joint declarations since then — in Lahore, Islamabad or
Sharm El Sheikh. These have only talked of resolving the

dispute bilaterally.
Since we treat 1989-94 period as the worst five years

in the Kashmiri insurgency, we need to debate if we are
back to that square. There is bitter alienation, politics has
lost credibility, human rights pressures have built up, the
Pakistanis are emboldened, the LoC is alight and our
national politics is broken.

Remember the two things that brought India
together in anger then: Pressure from Western human
rights organisations and that disastrous statement
from US Assistant Secretary of State Robin Raphel
questioning the validity of the instrument of
Kashmir’s accession to India.

Now this irresponsible UN report has brought in both
these provocations.

Having vented at the stupidity of the UN repeating its
own and the Western powers’ blunders (as person-

ified by Robin Raphel in 1993), we should also reflect on
how we got here. Simple answer: By making blunders
very similar to those of the past.

The trouble began in 1989, when India was in politi-
cal transition and an ideological curiosity came to pow-
er under V P Singh. Curiosity because it was the govern-
ment of a minority coalition kept in power by the Left and
BJP support from outside.

The BJP wanted a “muscular” approach to Kashmir.
So Jagmohan on the BJP’s say-so was sent as governor to
crush the militants. But the government also had an
aggressively pro-Muslim core and depended on the Left
as well. Further, it had Mufti Mohammad Sayeed as Uni-
on home minister. Therefore, it also appointed bleeding
heart George Fernandes as minister for Kashmir affairs.

We had one centre of power causing injury and
another applying balm. As to where the home minis-
ter’s heart was, we don’t need to guess. The result was
disaster. Kashmiri Pandits suffered the cruellest ethnic
cleansing and militancy morphed into full-scale
Pakistan-based insurgency. Later, as a wiser, ruthless
and more clear-headed Narasimha Rao took over, the
armed forces were given unlimited resources, a free
hand, and the mandate to crush it.

This was the worst phase yet in the state’s human
rights history. Notorious interrogation centres were set
up, large numbers died in firing on civilian mobs, and the
Bijbehara firing massacre and the Kunan Poshpora mass
rape allegations all came up in that period as did the
Charar-e-Sharief crisis.

This is what today’s generations might identify bet-
ter as the Haider (Vishal Bhardwaj’s film) phase in
Kashmir’s history. By the end of Rao’s term, however, mil-
itancy had been crushed at great cost to public sentiment.
Essentially, it was the price India paid for the V P Singh
government’s woolly-headedness.

We’ve seen some of the same confusion lately. The dif-
ference is, unlike V P Singh’s minority coalition on dai-
ly wages, this is a strong nationalist government with a
sweeping majority. But what has it done? It aligned with
the PDP, ostensibly to bring opposite ideologies and the
Valley and Jammu together. It was never able to mould
its own instincts accordingly. So, you again played with
the gun and the bandage at the same time. It’s again been
like having Jagmohan and George Fernandes in the
same establishment.

The missing elements — human rights pressure and
Robin Raphel questioning Kashmir’s accession — have
now been brought in by this unthinking UN report. The
clock in Kashmir has been re-set, to 1993.

By special arrangement with ThePrint

NATIONAL INTEREST
SHEKHAR GUPTA

The flawed UN
report will take lives
It will not shame either India or Pakistan. It will merely give them
another reason to fight their blood feud to the last Kashmiri

B
y general consent, Donald Trump as US president has been bad news
most of the way. Domestically, his tax policies are likely to lead to high-
er fiscal deficits and a massive increase in the national debt. The econo-
mist Martin Feldstein, who is generally supportive of Republican admin-

istrations, has projected (Business Standard, June 1) an “exploding” US fiscal
deficit in absolute numbers over the next decade, even as the public debt increas-
es by 75 per cent. For good measure, the US president’s tariff policies have raised
the risks of a trade war.

Internationally, treaties either concluded or in the works to build rules-based
systems for boosting trade, limit climate change and expand the scope for inter-
national cooperation have been torpedoed. Treaty allies, who have enjoyed decades
of an American security umbrella, wonder when that cover will be folded and put
away. And a so-called “natural ally” like India, which had been moving closer to
the US, is trying now to re-build ties with Russia and China.

While blaming Mr Trump for any and all of this, is there room for a counter-
narrative? Specifically, how much are other countries responsible for the Trump
presidency moving in the directions that it has? Consider the US threat of unilat-
eral sanctions against other countries, under the Countering American Adversaries
Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA). Would such a domestic law have been quite so
coercive if the European Union had built the euro as an alternative to the dollar?
If it had, countries could have avoided the fall-out of sanctions under CAATSA (on
Iran, say) by trading through the euro, thereby by-passing the dollar. But the EU has
refused so far to build international liquidity for the euro; more than half its own
extra-EU trade is still paid for in dollars, not the euro. When it comes to foreign
exchange reserves, the dollar is thrice as important as the euro.

Or consider the fate of Europe and East Asia, which have allowed the US to bear
the primary responsibility for preserving security, in its role as global policeman.
In doing so, they have saved money on defence budgets while the US has a defence
budget that is more than the combined defence budgets of the next seven biggest
spenders. Germany spends just 1.2 per cent of its gross domestic product (GDP) on
defence, while the figure for the US is nearly thrice as much in relation to its GDP.
Japan’s figure is about 1 per cent. Surely, these and other countries could have pro-
vided more of their own security needs and reduced their need for a US security
umbrella. Had they done so, the tremors today following the realisation that US
security support against hostile action by Russia or China is not as cast-iron as was
believed, could have been avoided.

Equally, China’s once massive surplus on the current account has shrunk dra-
matically, even as the US current account deficit has halved over the last decade. So
the US demand that China buy much more from the US is medicine for yesterday’s
problem. But China’s currency policy and long-running theft of technology have for
long been mostly immune to multilateral rules. So why blame Mr Trump for trying
bilateralism? His approach may or may not work. If China does buy more from the
US, as Mr Trump demands, Beijing may simply divert orders from other countries
to the US. That would be trade-diverting, instead of trade expansion. What does bear
noting is that Germany’s current account surplus, in relation to its GDP, is about as
large as what China’s once was (an astonishing 8 per cent). Berlin has more to
answer for than Beijing. So why be surprised when Mr Trump targets Germany?

Mr Trump’s unilateral actions offend allies and raise the risk of a trade war, but
he is right in saying that key economic issues have to be addressed. Similarly, who
can say that his targeting of India for exploiting visa rules, high tariffs in general
and restrictive policies on imports is devoid of justification?
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Lt Gen D S Hooda (retd)

THE Office of the UN High
Commissioner for Human
Rights, on June 14, pub-
lished the Report on the Situ-

ation of Human Rights in Kashmir for
the period of June 2016 to April 2018.
While the report covers both sides of
the Line of Control, its main focus is
on the incidents of alleged excesses
committed by the Indian security
forces following the killing of Burhan
Wani in July 2016. 

The report was swiftly and categori-
cally rejected by India. The Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA) called it
“fallacious, tendentious and motivat-
ed” and “a selective compilation of
largely unverified information. It is
overtly prejudiced and seeks to build
a false narrative”. The MEA also said
the “report violates India’s sovereign-
ty and territorial integrity. The entire
state of Jammu and Kashmir is an
integral part of India…The incorrect
description of Indian territory in the
report is mischievous, misleading and
unacceptable. There are no entities
such as ‘Azad Jammu and Kashmir’
and ‘Gilgit-Baltistan’”. 

There have been a number of
accounts dealing with human rights
in Jammu and Kashmir, but the first
reaction on reading the report is a
sense of disbelief that a respected
international organisation like the
United Nations would bring out what
could more accurately be described as
a “propaganda manual”. Perhaps
after being denied “unconditional
access to Kashmir”, the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights is
showing his ire by a compilation that
is completely prejudiced, and, in
many ways, impinges on the sover-
eignty of the Indian state. 

The report claims to base its
methodology using the “reasonable
grounds” standard of proof based on a
“reliable body of information”, but it
selectively uses data to build a com-
pletely biased picture, questioning
Indian lawmakers, judiciary and
security forces. Its main source of
information is the Jammu Kashmir
Coalition of Civil Society, whose data
of persons killed in the 2016 protests
appears to take precedence over the
figures announced by the Chief Min-
ister in the Legislative Assembly.

In completely ignoring the role of

Pakistan in exporting terror into
Kashmir, and describing the Hizbul
Mujahideen (which has been desig-
nated as a terrorist group by India, the
European Union and the United
States) as an armed group, the bias
and motivations are clearly visible. 

There is a lengthy section on the
Armed Forces Special Powers Act
(AFSPA), 1990, which has given the
“security forces virtual immunity

against prosecution for any human
rights violation”. The report also
claims that Section 4 of AFSPA that
allows any person operating under the
law to use lethal force “contravenes
several international standards on the
use of force and related principles of
proportionality and necessity”. It com-
pletely ignores the dos and don’ts
which form an integral part of AFSPA
and which state that minimum force
will be used, and that a clear need will
be established for opening fire. This is
just one example of how the report has
used facts selectively.

The report also comes down heavily
on the military courts and the Armed
Forces Tribunal, accusing them of

“impeding access to justice”. While
there is a lively debate in India on
AFSPA and military courts, these are
sovereign functions of Indian law-
makers. By questioning these func-
tions, the UN High Commissioner is
clearly overstepping his authority.

When the report commences the dis-
cussion on the events from 2016 to
2018, it clearly demonstrates a com-
plete lack of understanding of the sit-

uation that existed, particularly follow-
ing the killing of Burhan Wani. The
security forces are accused of using
excessive force while no mention is
made of the violent mobs that attacked
police stations, army convoys and
patrols. Figures are extensively quoted
for civilian casualties, but there is no
mention of the more than 3,300 securi-
ty personnel who were injured in the
very first month of the protests. 

The report has bold headings on
“Torture”, “Enforced disappearances”
and “Sexual violence”. While stating
that there have “long been persistent
claims of torture by security forces in
Kashmir”, the report has listed three
cases of “torture” in the 2016-18 peri-

od — one of whom is Farooq Ahmad
Dar, who was tied to a jeep. There is
one incident of “enforced disappear-
ance” and no reported case of sexual
violence. These are again examples of
an attempt to embellish and sensa-
tionalise the report.

It is illuminating to compare the
tone and tenor of this report with the
Afghanistan Annual Report on Pro-
tection of Civilians in Armed Conflict:
2017, published in February 2018 by
the same Office of the UN High Com-
missioner for Human Rights and the
United Nation Assistance in
Afghanistan (UNAMA). Between Jan-
uary 1 and December 31, UNAMA
documented 10,453 civilian casualties
in which there were 3,438 deaths. Of
these deaths, 745 were attributed to
pro-government forces, with aerial
operations alone causing 295 deaths. 

Despite these casualty figures, the
report says, “UNAMA observed that
the number of airstrikes conducted
by international military forces and
Afghan air forces has increased sig-
nificantly compared to 2016, while the
number of civilian casualties has
increased by 7 per cent. While empha-
sizing that no civilian casualties are
acceptable, the reduced harm ratio
suggests improvements in targeting
and civilian protection procedures.”
There is no strident criticism.

The timing of the release of the
report is also intriguing. It was
released during the period of the
Ramzan ceasefire, at a time when
the government was making its
most sincere effort to create a peri-
od of calm in Kashmir. Such a mali-
cious piece of work can only serve
to vitiate the environment in Jam-
mu and Kashmir, and the Office of
the UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights could not have been
unaware of this. If this was done
with a deliberate intent, the matter
is extremely serious.

Today, Kashmir is mourning the
killing of Shujaat Bukhari, one of its
most respected journalists. Terror
attacks have intensified and the
ceasefire is unlikely to be extended.
In this highly volatile environment,
this clearly motivated and prejudiced
piece of work deserves to be thor-
oughly condemned. 

The writer is a former GOC,
Northern Command

UN report right off the mark

Sumit Paul

ANY festival gives intrinsic joy
and Ramzan Eid is no excep-
tion. Having lived in Islamic

countries like Iran, Iraq, Pakistan,
Lebanon, Syria and North African
countries, I have always felt from
the recesses of my heart that this
festival, like all other festivals,
belongs to every individual, even to
an atheist like me, who never tied
himself to the apron-strings of any
religion. But my most memorable
occasions of Eid have been in India,
Pakistan and Bangladesh. 

I have a legion of Muslim friends
across the world. I remember how
eagerly I would look forward to

devouring sheer-khurma and get-
ting Eidee from elders. My profes-
sor of Urdu, Dr Tahira Naqqash,
who guided my MPhil theses on
Urdu poet Raghupati Sahay Firaq
Gorakhpuri’s poetry at Islamabad
University, Pakistan, still sends me
Eidee and new clothes. Her sheer-
khurma was the best I ever had
anywhere in the world.

One Pakistani Muslim editor car-
ried my first-ever piece in Urdu in
his daily. It was on Eid. He kept
rejecting my pieces until I got his
hand-written letter in Urdu that he
was carrying my piece on Eid-ul-
Fitr as an Eidee to me. He also sent
me a box of sweets and a T-shirt.
Though I never wore a T-shirt in my

whole life, I wore it on Eid in defer-
ence to his affection. 

In Lucknow, I got a call from an
elderly Muslim gentleman on the
day of Eid. He began with ‘Eid
mubarak ho’. It was all the more
special to me because I did criticise
his piece written a fortnight prior to
Eid. My criticism was quite
scathing. But he chose to forget and
forgive and invited me over. I got a
lovely sherwani from him which I
still wear on special occasions. I
realised that festivals gave magna-
nimity to people and diluted all ill-
feelings. This is the essence of not
just Eid, but of all festivals. 

In London, my Muslim professor
of Persian would call me home and

treat me lavishly during Eid-ul-Fitr.
He was originally from Baghdad but
studied in Tehran like me and
would correct my fractured English.

Celebrating Eid and Diwali with
my friends from different religious
backgrounds, I understood that fes-
tivals helped create bonhomie and
bonds. While enjoying a festival,
one is never a Muslim, Hindu or a
Christian. All festivals pare us down
to being just human beings without
any labels. 

To celebrate a festival with equa-
nimity and equipoise is the essence
of it. It brings people of all hues and
shades together and demolishes
man-made artificial barriers and
boundaries.

Grilling India on violations in J&K, but ignoring Pakistan’s role smacks of ‘propaganda’

Thought for the Day

The time is always right to do what is right.— Martin Luther King Jr
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letters to the editor
Valley should be priority 
Prior to the 2014 parliamentary elec-
tions when L/Nk Hem Raj was
beheaded by Pakistani troops, Modi
in his campaign stated that if his par-
ty came to power, 10 Pakistani troops
would be beheaded for every soldier
killed. But now, terrorists have given
the blood gift on the eve of Eid by
killing veteran journalist Shujaat
Bukhari and jawan Aurangzeb Khan.
Daily, mortal remains of our soldiers
are coming from J&K to their homes.
The UN Human Rights Commission
committee is rebuking India over
Kashmir and Modi is taking pride in
travelling the world and hugging
leaders. The Centre should focus on
Kashmir and stop this bloodshed
once for all.
H/CAPT JAGDISH VERMA (RETD), SARKAGHAT

Intel failure
The killing of an Army jawan pro-
ceeding on leave and a promising edi-
tor of ‘Rising Kashmir’  by terrorists
points at inadequate intelligence
inputs which has a demoralising
effect on security forces as well as
civilians. Security agencies must
think with ‘extreme terrorist minds’

as they keep changing their modus
operandi. Frequent discussions
among our security advisers and
experts on television channels would
be worthwhile if they also contribute
to this issue creatively.

RS KISHTWARIA, PALAMPUR

Dilemma of humanity
Apropos ‘Kashmir shocked, con-
demns journo’s killing’ (June 15), the
killings of Shujaat Bukhari,  Kalburgi
and Gauri Lankesh are an extension
of murders by people who did not like
their views and can’t hold a debate.
These people believe ‘political power
grows out of the barrel of a gun’. So
long as humans exist, killings will
take place, interspersed by war and
peace. Some of us can be liberal and
accommodate opposing views, but not
every human can be taught to grace-
fully accept defeat in a logical debate.
This is the true nature of humanity
and we have to live with it.

SUMIT, JIND 

Pen & sword must unite
The dastardly killings of journalist
Shujaat Bukhari and Army jawan

Aurangzeb during Ramazan has once
again made it clear that terrorists
have no religion. These killings
before Eid should not be pardoned by
society. Keep in mind that when peo-
ple would be celebrating Id in their
homes, the brethren families of those
killed would be wailing. It is time the
public rises for the country, of which
they are a part, and stop supporting
those who are killing in the garb of
religion. Pen is mightier than the
sword; this time, both have been
attacked by forces spreading hatred
in the Valley. Let the pen and the
sword unite to end this menace for
the sake of peace. 

RAJESH CHANDER BALI, JALANDHAR 

Blanket of haze 
This refers to ‘North India in a haze
all day long’ (June 15). The cloud of
dust hovering over the region has
affected normal life. The Delhi Gov-
ernment promptly halted all con-
struction activity in the Capital. One
can deduce the gravity of the situa-
tion from the air quality index. Unfor-
tunately, no other state government
has issued similar directives. The
Pollution Control Board has turned a

blind eye towards industrial units
spreading industrial smog with low
chimneys. The governments of
Rajasthan, Punjab and Haryana
should also take steps to mitigate the
prevailing conditions.

RAJESH SHARMA, JALANDHAR CANTT

Holiday marriages 
Apropos the editorial ‘NRI grooms’
holiday over?’ (June 15), the meas-
ures proposed to protect the interests
of women who marry NRI grooms
deserve appreciation. It is a heinous
crime to use a woman under the cha-
rade of marriage and then desert her
after robbing her parents of their
wealth by way of huge dowry. This
issue has assumed menacing propor-
tions in Punjab. Such vultures
should be awarded the most strin-
gent punishment to stem the rot of
‘holiday marriages’. 

ROSHAN LAL GOEL, LADWA

NRI grooms 
There is a thriving industry worth
billions called ‘immigration consult-
ants’. Punjab is sinking economical-
ly. The peasantry, especially, is

under great stress. Anybody who can
somehow, anyhow manage to pass
IELTS wants to get away to Canada,
the new trusted greener pasture for
Punjabis. Those who can’t, use the
bride or bridegroom route to get
there. Rules and laws are needed,
but even more important is the
change in the mindset of people who
are ready to do anything to fulfil
their dream.
MAJ GURDEEP S SAMRA (RETD), LUDHIANA

How pilots eject
The recent incident of a seat ejection
at the Jamnagar air base prompts me
to share some information with read-
ers. The ejection operation takes
place in two stages by a single action
of the pilot. When the pilot pulls a
handle activating an explosive
charge, the canopy gets jettisoned,
and then within less than a second,
the seat along with the pilot is eject-
ed. The seat gets separated after a
while and the parachute opens.
Sometimes strings of the parachute
get entangled, which the pilot can
undo manually or use a knife in his
survival pack. In another system
called canopy destruct system, the

top of the ejection seat hits the
canopy hard enough to destruct it
and make its way out of the cockpit.
In yet another system, both canopy
and the seat are ejected together and
get separated later. The basics in all
cases are the same. When ejection
occurs at high altitudes, the para-
chute does not open immediately.
The survival pack has some oxygen
for emergency use. Survival chances
for pilots after ejection are normally
90 per cent. The procedure, though a
little intricate, is at the fingertips of
pilots since it is their lifeline.

WG CDR CL SEHGAL (RETD), JALANDHAR

Making every drop count
To overcome the shortage of canal
water for irrigation, Punjab farmers
have resorted to going in for deeper
and deeper tubewells, affecting the
groundwater table. It is suggested
that for every tubewell going deeper
— more than 300 ft — it should be
made mandatory for the owner to
add a borewell, at least 150 ft deep,
with a square or round tank at the
top to replenish the sub-soil water
and tap rainwater. 

HS ARORA, PATIALA

Eid from an atheist’s eye

THE TRIBUNE
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Murdering a journalist
Making the Valley’s dark spell stay 

THE daylight murder of a guarded journalist could become the
Valley’s make or break moment. If the present atmosphere of
intimidation was not enough, Shujaat Bukhari’s killing will

put the lid on any opinion that differs from the two existing binaries
that are allowed to exist in a conflict zone. The proposal to extend the
cessation of operations is now dead in water; the hesitant and delicate
strands of political outreach are set to wither, and the heavy hand of
anti-insurgency operations all set to envelop the Valley. As noted by
National Security Adviser Ajit Doval, the number of violent incidents
during Ramzan doubled; meaning, there was no reciprocation to the
cessation of security operations during the holy month.

But those pistol shots in the heart of Srinagar on Thursday have
caused widespread collateral damage than all the incidents that sought to
mar the Ramzan cessation of operations. Finger-pointing immediately
began on India’s slippage on the press freedom index, now dangling one
slot above Pakistan. This was hours after a UN panel noted the “chronic
impunity of security forces” on both sides of the LoC. We may rightly or
righteously resist either insinuation but both point to a dangerous nar-
rowing of space for the civil society. The killing will worsen the life of the
common rural citizen already overrun by militants and security dragnets:
it has benched the possibility of panchayat elections, the basic unit of local
administration, or even the long-vacant Anantnag Lok Sabha seat.

When the wheat of divergent opinions is winnowed, Shujaat will
be found in the corner for promoting democratic values based on free-
dom and equality. His death should be a rallying point for all those
who will be the losers in the continuing cycle of violence. Kashmir has
seen similar, if not greater, dispiriting junctures in its interminable,
three-decade-long position as a violent intersection of clashing aims
about its geopolitical future. An influential section of Kashmir’s poli-
ty has rightly identified the challenges that come from the muzzling
of the messenger. Both the Centre and the state government owe it to
the fallen journalist to help Kashmir find its voice again. 

In deep water
Conservation key as crisis looms over country

PARCHED Shimla, with serpentine queues of its residents crying
for every drop of water earlier this summer; farmers unsustain-
ably pumping deeper from the depleted groundwater table in

Punjab; the huge plans to clean polluted rivers coming a cropper: these
are just some images from the trailer of the doleful picture in store for
us. Most parts of our country are in for a grave water crisis, 21 major
cities as soon as 2020, warns the latest report by Niti Aayog. The stress
will deepen as the demand — a function of population growth and eco-
nomic development — is expected to double than the available supply
in just around 10 years. Compounding the problem is the fact that 70
per cent of the precious resource is contaminated. Ranked 120 out of
122, we make the tail-end of the countries in water quality index. The
escalating impacts of climate change and poor water management are
only pushing us in deep water. Most cities lose between a third and a
fifth of their water from pilferage or leakage through antiquated pipes,
and we don’t treat and reuse wastewater enough.

The report is yet again a grim reminder to take strategic and strin-
gent action at once, before our lands and water bodies become too
unsustainably dry to reverse the trend. With 50 per cent of the popula-
tion already facing high-to-extreme water scarcity and about two lakh
people dying every year due to water-related problems, ringing the
alarm bells alone is not sufficient. Water management — by employing
technology and policy intervention — holds the key to water security.

The United Nations World Water Development Report 2018 lays
emphasis on nature-based solutions to address the challenges. To natu-
rally replenish the rivers and aquifers, a judicious use of water is essen-
tial. For that, there is need to push for public awareness regarding the
importance of rainwater harvesting, treatment and reuse of waste water,
an efficient irrigation system, and regulation of tubewells, as also preven-
tion of pilferage or leakage through antiquated pipes in our cities. Water
woes easily turn into disputes and social strife over water in the long run
has the potential of disrupting any treaty and leading to a war. We need
to stem any such event from gathering steam by conserving water.

The rights watchdog selectively uses facts to build a biased picture,
questioning Indian lawmakers, judiciary and the security forces.
Strangely, its report on Afghanistan lacks strident criticism of
abuses, pointing towards a deliberate attempt to embarrass India.
.

ONE-SIDED: The report also gives the dos and don’ts, integral to AFSPA, a miss.

https://t.me/pdf4exams https://www.estore33.com/ https://t.me/TheHindu_Zone_official



A
s United States President Donald Trump ensured that the G-7 meet-
ing in Quebec descended into schism, and deep divides over trade and
tariffs split the Western alliance, India must re-examine its position
on global and regional trade architecture swiftly. Relying on the

World Trade Organisation or on existing trade connections is clearly a strategy
whose time has passed. In this reconsideration, the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership, or RCEP, must play a major role. After all, the RCEP is
unquestionably the next major frontier in economic integration. It connects the
states of southeast Asia that are members of the Association of South East
Asian Nations, or Asean, with countries that have signed free trade agreements
(FTAs) with Asean, including India and China. The RCEP countries are the nexus
of the world trading system. Well-trafficked trade routes pass through southeast
Asia, and the region’s economies are growing and vibrant. The RCEP includes
both commodity exporters such as Australia and Indonesia and services hubs
such as Singapore. Yet Indian officials at the highest levels have expressed very
public doubts whether the RCEP will actually be in India’s interest. While recog-
nising the validity of these fears, it is nevertheless now clear that if New Delhi
abandons the RCEP, or allows it to go forward without India’s participation, then
this country will be left on the sidelines of world trade.

Much of the concern repeatedly expressed about the RCEP surrounds the fact
that China will be a participant in the bloc. After all, China accounts for 60 per
cent of India’s $83 billion trade deficit. Fear of Chinese imports and Chinese over-
capacity should not be allowed to cripple trade negotiations, however. India must
certainly reserve the right to put in place emergency anti-dumping measures,
but it cannot afford to ignore the opportunities inherent in integrating further
with the global trading system. Overall, New Delhi’s recent attitude to trade agree-
ments has been worryingly short-sighted. Much attention has been focused on
producers who have found it difficult to compete. Yet the benefits for con-
sumers are largely ignored. In addition, research has shown that FTAs, such as
the one India has with Asean, are not being taken full advantage of by India’s
exporters — and so the government might be more fruitfully employed edu-
cating exporters and aiding them to access the new markets open to them, than
in cutting off trade negotiations.

If India is to succeed in reviving its exports and creating jobs at home, it must
transform its domestic productive base, and render it more competitive and exp-
ort-oriented. A combination of structural reform and openness to trade is thus the
only formulation for success. India’s exports as a proportion of its gross domestic
product have stagnated. The rise of protectionist sentiment in Washington reveals
that even the US — one of the few countries with which India has a trade surplus
— cannot be relied on as an export destination. Other markets must be found —
which means that the RCEP is no longer optional for India. The government must
re-invigorate its participation in the RCEP negotiation process. The worst possi-
ble outcome would be if the trade agreement goes forward without India.

Don’t ignore RCEP
India must re-examine markets to the east

A
s soon as he landed at Andrews Air Force Base on Wednesday, United
States President Donald Trump declared on Twitter: “Just landed -
a long trip, but everybody can now feel much safer than the day I took
office. There is no longer a nuclear threat from North Korea”. The

tweet was “liked” 35,000 times within a couple of hours. This is understandable
as the president’s word is enough for his diehard supporters. On its part, North
Korean state media depicted Tuesday’s summit as a diplomatic victory for its
leader. Whatever be the claims, there is no doubt that handshakes and smiles
between the US president and the maverick dictator from a nuclear North
Korea are any day preferable than the everyday spectacle of the two leaders call-
ing each other names and threatening to push the nuclear button. To that
extent, the unprecedented meeting between a sitting US president and a North
Korean leader broke new symbolic ground, and both Mr Trump and Kim Jong-
un deserve credit.

However, there are several reasons why the deal is being seen by many as a
disappointing case of deja vu because the document signed by the two leaders
was little more than a page long and lacked almost any specifics. North Korea’s
promises to denuclearise came with no detail, and did not even go as far as pre-
vious commitments it has made and broken. One promising moment came in
1994; another in 2005. But those hopes gradually fizzled out. US officials had said
before the meeting they would insist that North Korea agreed to the “complete,
verifiable and irreversible dismantlement” of its nuclear weapons arsenal. The
phrase appears nowhere in the statement.

It has also become clear that in his attempt to be the hero of the moment, Mr
Trump rattled off a lot of promises without really getting anything concrete in
return. In doing so, he ended up serving a rude surprise to his allies yet again.
Take, for instance, his assurance to suspend “war games” — referring to the joint
military exercises with South Korea — as they were “very provocative” as well
as “very expensive”. Not surprisingly, this stunned the South Koreans because
the US has in the past refused to allow this element to be up for negotiation. Mr
Trump also announced the US would provide North Korea with “security guar-
antees” in an effort to allay apprehensions of US aggression. However, there is
no clarity on what these “guarantees” will entail. In other words, how does this
affect or contravene the US commitment to its long-standing allies in the region
— South Korea and Japan — that it will defend them militarily? What happens,
for instance, to the over 28,000 American troops stationed in South Korea?

The generosity of the US was in stark contrast to the ambiguity about what
North Korea was supposed to do as a result of this agreement. It appears, in his
showmanship, the US President has left the details to be filled in later. It should
have been the other way round. The end result of this episode is that while there
is much publicity for both leaders, there is little credibility that things will be
resolved. The handshake was historic, no doubt, but the optics may be hiding
a significant gap in the substance.

More optics, less substance
The Trump-Kim meeting lacked specifics

Books written by conservationists
are few and far between despite
the burgeoning field. Such books

allow a peek at the trials and tribulations
of one of the least-understood profes-
sions in India, that of an ecologist. And
when a seasoned conservationist like
Sanjay Gubbi writes for the popular audi-
ence, it is likely to be a book worth not-
ing.  

Mr Gubbi is one of a number of biol-
ogists in India who studies large carni-
vores such as tigers. However, he stands
out because of his persistent and long-
standing efforts to save forests in the
Western Ghats of his home state

Karnataka. His battles for wildlife are sig-
nificant for another reason. In a situa-
tion where wildlife conservation has
largely been seen as an elite hobby or
even an imposition of Western ideals on
Indian society, the role of the vernacular-
speaking and locally rooted conserva-
tionist is significant. For he/she can
much better grasp the political econo-
my of wildlife and forests, and likely, con-
nect better with the government.

Mr Gubbi’s book Second Nature is set
in current times when wildlife is increas-
ingly threatened by developmental activ-
ities, magnified by political negligence
and public apathy. Roads and highways
fragment forested landscapes into unvi-
able patches. Endangered species such as
tigers and elephants are knocked down
by high-speed traffic and railways.
Hydro-electric projects trespass into
rivers disrupting their natural flows and
impacting aquatic life.

Second Nature is a fascinating book
that chronicles the tenacious battles Mr
Gubbi and his team have fought to save

some of the last remaining wilderness of
the Western Ghats from further degra-
dation and fragmentation. The author
takes you into the curious world of politi-
cians, bureaucrats and judges, where the
fate of wild places can be decided, often
just by the stroke of a pen.

Second Nature highlights the sheer
difficulties of preserving nature in a fast
developing nation, where both govern-
ment and public see large infrastructure
as one of the most critical aspects of
development. The popular narrative pits
wildlife against any kind of development,
often in a false dichotomy. Can we do
without widening highways? Don’t we
need more ports for international trade?
Seemingly, conservationists cry foul at
every proposal of development today. Yet,
as Mr Gubbi shows repeatedly in this
book, such development inevitably car-
ries ecological risks, that need to be taken
cognisance of, in a situation where more
and more habitats are in dire straits.

To his credit, Mr Gubbi succeeds in
moving away from the popular dis-

course, by showing how reasonable mid-
dle-of-the-road solutions can be
achieved that can allow wildlife to persist
in a human-dominated landscape. Mr
Gubbi explains the suc-
cessful efforts in cases
such as the decommis-
sioning of the portions of
road cutting through
Nagarhole Tiger Reserve,
or cancellation of licenses
of thirteen small
hydropower projects in
ecologically sensitive
areas. In a country where
less than 6 per cent of the
land is under legal protec-
tion, that too of a rather
imperfect kind, it is necessary to ask how
we can minimise such damage when big
projects are undertaken.

Mr Gubbi takes pains to stress that
such attempts can be successful only
when conservationists are willing to get
their hands dirty — by working and com-
municating closely with politicians,

bureaucrats and civil society, and
attempting to understand their points of
view. Such interventions also need deep
involvement of civil society and media

and good public commu-
nication. Mr Gubbi stress-
es the need for high-qual-
ity data in order for
scientists to explain issues
clearly and in simple
terms, a task that can be
surprisingly difficult when
one is in the courtroom or
in a minister’s chamber.

Second Nature also
shows the poor state of
environmental gover-
nance in India. Our laws,

considered comprehensive by any stan-
dards, do not necessarily translate into
sound implementation. There are pow-
erful stakeholders who stand to lose each
time a development project is not cleared
due to environmental concerns. Then
legal lacunae are often exploited only to
be countered by PILs in court, brought in

by wildlife lovers. Sadly, even court
orders in favour of wildlife are only
implemented when an influential politi-
cian or senior bureaucrat takes interest.
This brings up the important question
of how to make our environmental regu-
lation foolproof. In the current climate of
increasing dilution of environmental
laws, these questions become more crit-
ical by the day.

Mr Gubbi’s book is an absorbing and
informative read about the nitty-gritty
of conservation in India. It is recom-
mended for everyone concerned with
studying or protecting wildlife in Asia.

The reviewer is an ecologist working on
forestry and biodiversity issues in South Asia.
She is a founding member and Senior Fellow at
the non-profit Centre for Ecology,
Development and Research in Dehradun
(CEDAR), Uttarakhand

Battles in the wilderness

In most countries, joint corporate ownership with
the sovereign power would be considered a rock-
solid guarantee of stability for the company. In

India, government participation is seen as a deal
breaker. To put it another way, the Government of
India (GoI) is considered an unreliable, even maver-
ick, corporate partner. That’s the core message from
the zero interest in Air India’s stake sale last week, as
transaction advisor EY has bluntly advised the gov-
ernment.

Why would prospective
buyers recoil from the GoI
continuing to hold a 24 per
cent stake in Air India? No
doubt, the government’s
record as a shareholder of
what we call public sector
companies scarcely enhances
confidence. From constant
ministerial demands for the
perks and privileges (cars, free
trips, use of guest houses are
among the more harmless if
irritating demands) to arbi-
trary interference in corporate
functioning to fulfil policy and
electoral goals, the GoI is
everybody’s nightmare shareholder: Meddlesome,
venal and, worst of all, unaccountable. Even in these
deregulated times, for instance, state-owned oil mar-
keting companies dread pricing diktats from South
Block, banks are haunted by the prospect of enforced
loan waivers and maintaining unprofitable no-frills
accounts and the profitable Maharatnas live in con-
stant fear of higher dividend demands to shore up
profligate state spending.  

Air India is a model of such government-induced
mismanagement, as any prospective buyer would
know. It has been done in by hugely expensive aircraft
purchases that weighed down the airline with debt (of
which prospective buyers have to bear a part), and its
ability to compete with nimble private airlines was

whittled away by chief executives chosen, inexplica-
bly, from the bureaucracy rather than the market.

Its status as the “official” airline for government
servants, which may well continue with the GoI’s
residual holding, is unlikely to enthuse private
investors either. Ministers and MPs delaying flights,
demanding premium services for extended family
and hangers-on and mistreating staff are not help-
ful in an industry in which competition is acute and
margins excruciatingly thin. The airline’s pam-

pered public sector unions
representing a bloated work-
force, which understandably
cheered when the disinvest-
ment exercise failed, is a
headache no buyer would
shoulder. Today, this accumu-
lated incompetence and
bungling makes it unattractive
even if the government were to
exit altogether, as it is report-
edly planning to do.

Investors probing deeper
will also discover that GoI has
been a troublesome joint ven-
ture partner in other compa-
nies. Those with long memo-

ries will recall the quite pointless managerial
controversy that the government unleashed against
Japanese carmaker Suzuki, the joint venture partner
in Maruti, then (as now) India’s largest car-maker, in
the late nineties.

Armed with a 50 per cent share, successive indus-
try ministers — K Karunakaran and Murasoli Maran
— backed by feisty bureaucrats foisted their choice of,
first, chairman and then managing director, on
Suzuki — and yes, both were bureaucrats with bad
chemistry with Suzuki representatives on Maruti’s
board. The buzz then was that this was partly done to
counter the power of Suzuki nominee R C Bhargava
(currently Maruti’s chairman), who apparently wield-
ed considerable clout in the then Prime Minister’s

Office. Who knows if this was true, but the GoI’s pet-
tiness was embarrassing: The spat included dis-
agreements over technology transfer (Suzuki
declined), a capacity expansion (the bureaucrat-CEO
refused), AGM showdowns, threats of nationalisa-
tion and court cases. And all this was happening
against a background of heightened competition
from America, Europe and Korea.

Later, the Vajpayee government took the sensible
approach. Suzuki’s choice of MD was endorsed in
return for a withdrawal of the court case, and the
Japanese carmaker was granted a bigger say in oper-
ations. Its choice of managing director was approved
(Jagdish Khattar), the company was listed and the
government eventually exited altogether. It is fair to
say Maruti has more than held its own since.  

Management rows such as this cannot enhance
investor appetite for GoI joint ventures. If they still
have doubts, they could ask Anil Aggarwal of
Vedanta. Having bought Balco and Hindustan Zinc in
the early 2000s, he is still waiting for the GoI to make
good on its contractual agreement to acquire 100 per
cent control. The United Progressive Alliance did not
do so over – ostensibly – disagreements over valua-
tion (why this was not written into the original con-
tract is hard to understand). In 2014, the National
Democratic Alliance suggested that it would divest
the GoI’s 49 stake in Balco via auction. In 2018, the
first highlight on Balco’s home page offers this factual
statement: “Government of India (GoI) divested 51%
equity in the year 2001 in favour of Sterlite Industries
(I) Limited. Remaining 49% is with GoI”.  

When Vedanta bought Cairn Energy, state-owned
ONGC, which owned 30 per cent in Cairn oilfields in
Rajasthan, abruptly terminated its original contract
to pay all the royalty and cess, which drastically
altered the valuation of the merger deal. ONGC was
on strong ground because its principal shareholder,
the GoI, withheld approval of the Vedanta-Cairn deal
until these new terms were accepted and the arbi-
tration withdrawn. A textbook study of conflict of
interest if there ever was one, all courtesy GoI.
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GoI, unwanted corporate partner

Ayear ago I wrote a piece (A scary new world?,
Business Standard, June 19, 2017) on the new
world ushered in by Donald Trump in the first

five months of his presidency of the United States. In
it I argued that the 70 years following the Second World
War saw the rise and dominance of a liberal interna-
tional economic order (LIEO) for trade, capital flows
and some skilled labour, which helped drive the sus-
tained expansion of world trade, cross-border capital
flows and globalisation, which, in
turn, were key ingredients for
unprecedented world economic
growth. Moreover, the LIEO was
underpinned by an international
political order dominated by the US-
led “Western Alliance”, including
Western Europe nations and Japan.
Over the past decade or so this inter-
national economic and political order
had encountered growing stresses
and strains from various factors and
forces, such as the long wars in
Afghanistan and Iraq, the extraordi-
nary rise of China as a global power,
a massive refugee crisis in and from
the broken states of West Asia and North Africa and
persisting economic and financial damage from the
Global Financial Crisis and the associated Great
Recession. However, Mr Trump’s actions (and neg-
lect) on trade, foreign policy and global public goods
pose a new kind of threat to the LIEO and the Western
Alliance, a startling one of repudiation of this order by
its leader, the United States, after spending 70 years
building and nurturing the system.

Many had hoped that, as the Trump administration
settled down and more “grown-ups” took charge of key
positions, such heretical, election campaign driven
undermining of past US policies would be dialled back

and some form of policy continuity would resume. In
the turbulent year since last June, it has become crys-
tal clear that such fond hopes were largely misplaced.
Consider:
�  The US exit last June from the 2015 Paris accord on
climate change, thus reducing substantially any hope
of limiting carbon emissions to manageable levels in
the decades ahead.
�  The recent, unilateral withdrawal of the US from the

painstakingly crafted 6-nation
2015 nuclear deal to contain Iran’s
nuclear programme and the
imposition of strong (and com-
plex) new American economic
sanctions on Iran.
�  The levying of higher tariffs on
steel and aluminium on national
security grounds, made applica-
ble also to close allies, such as G7
partners and Mexico. Former
Treasury Secretary Larry Sum-
mers has pointed out that the US
has fewer steelworkers than man-
icurists (Financial Times, June 5)!
�  The pursuit of an aggressive, yet

confused (and confusing) mercantilist trade policy
with repeated threats of more tariffs and trade restric-
tions, with special focus on China and the European
Union. This has provoked, predictably, counter threats
of tariff hikes from these trading partners and increased
the likelihood of damaging trade wars.
�  The decision to renegotiate the North Atlantic Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA), with an expressed prefer-
ence for bilateral negotiations with Canada and Mexico
separately!
� The undermining of the World Trade Organization’s
multilaterally agreed disciplines, including weakening
the dispute settlement procedures by blocking the

appointment of judges to fill vacancies in the Dispute
Settlement Body.
�  The pursuit of hard-line, pro-Israel and pro-Saudi
policies in West Asia, which have deepened extant
divisions and raised tensions in the strife-torn region.

All this was capped by the extraordinary and
unprecedented rupture of G7 unity and amity at its
summit conclave in Canada last week. After an obvi-
ously difficult meeting and the publication of a seem-
ingly reasonable communiqué, Mr Trump withdrew
his endorsement from on-board his flight to Singapore
for his summit with Kim Jong-un. “Fiasco” would be
an understatement to describe these events. The annu-
al G7 summit and the preceding G7 finance ministers
meeting have been the core mechanisms of the
Western Alliance for coordination and decision-mak-
ing (especially on economic and financial matters) for
over four decades. The very public display of chasms
between the leading nation and the other six could
have serious and lasting adverse consequences for the
West-dominated international economic and political
order. It is also difficult to fathom how any of this
serves the interests of the United States, whose capri-
cious and wilful president has precipitated these strains
and fissures. As this paper editorialised last week, the
current chain of fractious events may lead to a situation
of America Last rather than America First. 

The first 17 months of Mr Trump’s presidency, with
his belligerent, personalised and unpredictable style of
decision-making and governance, has sown consider-
able confusion and disquiet among allied nations and
others. Basically, when the hegemon of an established
economic and political order displays erratic and
unpredictable behaviour, it is bound to shake up the
system seriously. When such behaviour includes a
high degree of unilateralism and trampling on the
interests of close allies, the resulting disorder and
uncertainty are greater, as seems to be the case now. It
is no surprise that all significant countries are in the
process of reassessing their international economic
and political relations in the present context.
Judgements have to be made as to whether the current
Trumpian phase in American international behaviour
is a temporary aberration or the shape of things to
come. Either way, individual countries have to make
their informed assessments and act accordingly. Some
form of hedging has to be a part of each country’s
international strategy.

India is no exception. Indeed, it could be argued
that some recent warming of relations with respect to
China and Russia is part of the ongoing adjustments to
the new American behaviour patterns.

Mr Trump’s unilateralism and unpredictability
have, paradoxically, benefited two major countries:
China, the fast-rising challenger power in the global
world, and Russia, an old adversary. Both have gained
in relative power and influence as America ignores or
hurts allies and devalues major multilateral agree-
ments.

Since January 2017, we clearly live in a scarier and
more uncertain world.

The writer is honorary professor at ICRIER and former
Chief Economic Advisor to the Government of India. 
Views are personal

The world gets
scarier
Mr Trump’s actions on trade, foreign policy and global public goods
pose a new kind of threat to the liberal international economic order
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Andolan  Sangrami  Mancha,  mostly
comprising leaders loyal to Mr. Mahan­
ta, is nowhere near the All Assam Gana
Sangram Parishad that was formed on
August 26,  1979,  to  lay  the  foundation
for a violent anti­foreigners’ movement
that ended with the signing of  the As­
sam Accord in 1985. But the Mancha has
been  staging  rallies,  demanding  the
scrapping of the Bill that seeks to amend
the Citizenship Act, 1955. Mr. Mahanta
and his team have also taken the fi��ght to
New  Delhi  for  building  consensus
among all parties before the July session
of Parliament.

Are people listening?
The All Assam Students’ Union that Mr.
Mahanta led during the six­year Assam
agitation has been leading the anti­Citi­
zenship  Bill  movement  too.  There
are other sub­nationalist groups,
such as the Krishak Mukti San­
gram  Samiti,  opposed  to  the
‘jaatidhwongshi’ or anti­Assa­
mese Bill. The Mancha, too, is

For former Assam Chief Minister Praful­
la Kumar Mahanta, life appears to have
come full circle. He is back in agitation
mode that arguably made him — to the
world beyond — the most talked­about
and recognisable regional political face
in the northeastern India since 1979. Be­
hind the rejuvenation of the revolution­
ary, albeit mellowed, in him is the Citi­
zenship  (Amendment)  Bill,  2016,  that
the  BJP  at  the  Centre  wants  to  push
through. The Bill seeks to fast­track the
process  of  citizenship  to  non­Muslim
migrants from Afghanistan, Bangladesh
and Pakistan.

Why has he hit the streets?
Mr. Mahanta, 67, was one of the fi��rst to
“foresee the demographic damage” the
Bill is expected to bring about in Assam,
where politics has revolved around the
issue  of  illegal  immigrants,  primarily
from  Bangladesh,  for  almost  fi��ve  de­
cades  now.  In  2017,  he  formed  a  plat­
form of Assam agitation veterans for ral­
lying support against the Bill. The Asom

playing  a  role  in  generating  opinions,
though it is seen as Mr. Mahanta’s fi��ght
for relevance in the Asom Gana Parish­
ad (AGP) that he co­founded in 1985 and
extracting his pound of fl��esh from the
BJP that he helped gain a foothold in As­
sam through a suicidal alliance in 2001.
As someone who graduated from an al­

legedly parochial student  leader  to an
inclusive  political  entity,  he  has  been
trying to ensure his crusade against the
Bill does not paint him as insular again.
Apart from speaking against the BJP and
the “dangerous Bill,” he has been trash­
ing the “propaganda” to label him and
his  movement  as  anti­Bengali  or  anti­
Hindu.  “One  must  understand  Assam
has  no  space  for  people  from  other
countries,  Hindus  or  Muslims,  who
came  after  March  24,  1971,  the  cut­off��
date for detecting and deporting illegal
migrants,” he says.

Is this a comeback for him?
Emotions associated with the Assam ag­
itation saw the AGP sweep the 1985 elec­
tions and Mr. Mahanta becoming India’s
youngest Chief Minister until Madhu Ko­
da of Jharkhand snatched the record la­

ter. After the initial euphoria, the pe­
ople realised they had given power

to political novices. And Mr. Ma­
hanta soon learned that running

a State was not the same as run­

ning  a  students’  body.  His  fi��rst  term
ended in November 1990, with the im­
position of President’s Rule because of
the rise of the extremist United Libera­
tion Front of Assam (ULFA). Power had
also led to an ego war between him and
other AGP leaders, leading to a split in
the party. The factions reunited for Mr.
Mahanta to become Chief Minister again
in 1996. This time, he cracked down on
the ULFA, but the devil within the AGP
struck  again  as  other  top  leaders
formed  three  factions.  Despite  allying
with the BJP, the AGP lost the 2001 elec­
tions  and  Mr.  Mahanta  was  forced  to
quit  as  president  of  the  party  he  had
been  heading  since  its  birth.  He  re­
turned 10 years later to become its pre­
sident again. He stepped down in 2014
owning  responsibility  for  the  party’s
Lok Sabha election debacle, but found
himself  sidelined  since  the  BJP­AGP
came to power in May 2016 along with
the Bodoland People’s Front.

RAHUL KARMAKAR
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Association Board (IFAB), which defi��nes
the  rules  of  the  game,  formally  ap­
proved the use of the VAR. It has since
been used in competitions around the
world, including in Australia, Germany,
Italy and the U.S. It was used in a FIFA
tournament  for  the  fi��rst  time  at  last
year’s Confederations Cup. Russia 2018,
which kicked off�� on Thursday, is the fi��rst
time the VAR is being deployed at a FIFA
World Cup. 

For the World Cup,
a team  of  four  video
assistant  referees  —  a

chief VAR and three assistants — will be
stationed at a central operation room in
Moscow during matches. They will have
access  to  footage  from  33  broadcast
cameras  and  closely  analyse  all  deci­
sions in real­time, communicating with
the on­fi��eld referee through a radio sys­
tem. The VAR is meant to come to the
aid of the referee in four “game­chang­
ing situations”: goals (and any foul lead­

The Video Assistant Re­
feree (VAR) is the system

of using video replays  to help on­fi��eld
football  referees.  After  years  of  consi­
dering – and opposing – video technolo­
gy, the FIFA, football’s governing body,
eventually came around. Trials began in
2016  when  the  International  Football

ing up to them), penalty decisions, di­
rect  red  card  incidents,  and  cases  of
mistaken identity. The VAR team com­
municates with the on­fi��eld referee only
if it has spotted a “clear and obvious” (in
FIFA’s  words)  error.  Alternatively,  the
referee may choose to ask for a review
himself.  In  the  case  of  objective  deci­
sions —  like an off��side call or whether
the ball has gone out of play — the refe­
ree  will  accept  information  from  the
VAR  team.  If  a  subjective  call  is  to  be
made, like whether an action is a foul or
not, the referee will watch the footage of
the incident on a screen by the side of
the fi��eld before arriving at a decision. 

In  practice,  imple­
menting  the  system
has not been easy. Play

has  to  be  stopped  when  there  is  a  re­
view, and this slows the game down. A
balance has to be struck between cor­
recting apparent mistakes and ruining
the tempo of a match:  it  is easier said

than  done.  In  an  FA  Cup  tie  between
Tottenham  Hotspur  and  Rochdale  in
London earlier this year, there were as
many as 10 reviews, several of them tak­
ing around a minute, while players and
fans awaited the outcome on each occa­
sion. Tottenham defender Danny Rose
later called the process “ridiculous” and
“complete nonsense.” In the Grand Fi­
nal of Australia’s A­League, a technical
glitch caused the VAR to fail mid­game
and a goal that should have been ruled
out for off��side was allowed to stand. In
the Confederations Cup fi��nal last year,
an  elbow  in  the  face  was  deemed  un­
worthy of a  red card after a  three­mi­
nute review. If we end up with debata­
ble decisions even after review, goes the
argument, why are we wasting time on
the VAR? 

Then there are the purists, like form­
er FIFA president and France  star Mi­
chel Platini, who believe such technolo­
gy  disrupts  the  fl��ow  of  the  game  and
undermines a referee’s authority. “Foot­

ball is a human game and the mistakes
are human,” he once said. “We need to
help  solve  the  mistakes,  but  we  must
not lose the human feeling of our sport.”

The FIFA has  left  it
to individual competi­
tions to decide wheth­

er they want to implement the VAR. The
Premier League in England has decided
against it, and feels goal­line technology
(in  use  in  the  competition  since  2013
and at the World Cup since 2014) is all
the innovation its referees need. For the
World  Cup,  the  FIFA  has  resolved  to
make  the  VAR  experience  better  and
keep fans — those watching on TV and at
the  stadium  —  informed  about  the  re­
view process. Some of  the criticism  is
justifi��ed and the system still needs refi��n­
ing. The World Cup has, perhaps, come
a little  too  early  for  the  VAR.  But  it  is
here to stay.

SHREEDUTTA CHIDANANDA
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leading cause of accidental deaths in In­
dia attributable to the forces of nature.
The NCRB’s most updated report, from
2015, says that of the 10,510 accidental
deaths  attributable  to  natural  causes,
25.1% were due to lightning, 18.2% due
to heat/sun stroke and 10.9% due to ex­
posure to cold. Therefore, in any given
year  lightning  is  a  serious  killer.  This
year,  however,  May  —  which  is  not  a
monsoon  month  —  saw  nearly  300
deaths  due  to  lightning  in  Uttar  Pra­
desh, Bihar,  Jharkhand and West Ben­
gal. Because of unusual convective ac­
tivity, Andhra Pradesh in April recorded
nearly 36,000 lightning strikes in a sin­
gle day. Typically that is what the State
suff��ers  in  an  entire  pre­monsoon
month.  Therefore,  even  pre­monsoon
rain  can  contribute  to  massive  cloud­
buildups and trigger widespread lightn­
ing strikes. Despite all that lightning, no
more  than  10  deaths  were  reported.
Thus,  there  is  no  one­to­one  link  bet­
ween  the  strength  of  the  monsoon  in
one  year  and  lightning  deaths.  Given

What is the status?

■ In the fortnight since the start of the
monsoon, India has recorded nearly 55
mm  of  rain,  or  16%  more  than  what’s
usual for this time of the year. The bulk
of it has been over south and central In­
dia, with the northeastern States so far
registering a 24% defi��cit. After an early
onset and quick advance, the monsoon
has stalled and will remain so for at least
a week,  say  meteorologists.  However,
several parts of northeastern India are
expected to receive substantial rain, ac­
cording  to  the  latest  weather  outlook
from the  India Meteorological Depart­
ment  (IMD).  Because  the  southern
branch of the monsoon has stalled, it is
causing heavy rain in Goa, coastal Kar­
nataka and Kerala. The latter has seen
44  cm,  nearly  49%  more  than  what  it
gets  in  the fi��rst  fortnight of  June. This
has led to widespread havoc.

Has lightning activity been high?

■ Lightning, according  to  the National
Crime  Records  Bureau  (NCRB),  is  the

that 2,000­2,500 deaths occurring due
to lightning annually is ‘normal,’ (going
by  the  NCRB  fi��gures  that  go  back  to
2005), and there is a delay in how quick­
ly lightning death records are made pu­
blicly available, it is yet early to under­
stand  if  this year has seen an unusual
spike.

Can lightning forecasts be improved?

■ Lightning and thunderstorms are an
extremely ‘local’ phenomenon with im­

pact spreading no more than a few kilo­
metres. Also they tend to occur rather
suddenly and are therefore beyond the
range of the weather radars. It is possi­
ble for the meteorological department
to  warn  of  the  likelihood  of  thunder­
storms and lightning over a district or a
city about a day in advance but street­le­
vel  or  area­wise  accuracy  remains  a
stretch. While the build­up of clouds is
known  to  be  a  factor,  much  more  im­
proved  weather  modelling  is  required
to give accurate warnings about an im­
pending strike in, say, a small town or
village. The best way around this is pre­
caution. State­ and district­level disaster
management  agencies  routinely  issue
advisories asking people to refrain from
using mobile phones or handling elec­
trical  equipment  plugged  to  sockets.
That lightning strikes disproportionate­
ly aff��ect the poor is also a fact noted by
experts. So poorly built houses, staying
out in the open during thunderstorms,
being in places that aren’t properly elec­
trically insulated, and the mere fact of

working in open fi��elds substantially in­
crease the risk of death from lightning.

What’s in store?

■ The IMD said in May that India would
get 97% of the 89 cm it gets during the
monsoon months. Rainfall is expected
to be normal in July at 101% of the histor­
ical average and 94% in August. Howev­
er,  this does not quite capture  the ex­
treme variability of the monsoon. Like
most years, some parts of the country
are going to see dangerous fl��oods and
some  regions  a  crippling  drought.
Though the monsoon has stalled for a
while,  experts  have  said  that  because
there  is  no  threat  from  major  climate
factors — like an El Nino — there are no
large­scale defi��ciencies expected. So far,
the monsoon has advanced into parts of
Odisha and the Gangetic West Bengal,
parts of northwest Bay of Bengal, all of
Arunachal  Pradesh  and  most  parts  of
Assam, Meghalaya and Sikkim.

JACOB KOSHY

have
monsoons
been fi��erce 
so far?

P Qp qWHY

7 
June 2018

P Qp qWHEN
Roaring hits: Dinosaurs returned to
screens in Jurassic World: Fallen
Kingdom, the fi��fth instalment in the
sci­fi�� movie franchise which began 25
years ago, on June 7 in markets like India
where it earned ₹��45.50 crore net at the
box offi��ce in six days. Hollywood
franchises have been doing remarkably
well in the Indian market, especially the
Marvel enterprise. Till June 1, Avengers:
Infi��nity Wars had made ₹��225.72 crore
net, according to Box Offi��ce India
fi��gures. Another top Hollywood grosser
was The Jungle Book with over ₹��180
crore. Pictures show American actress
Bryce Dallas Howard at the première of
Jurassic World... at The Walt Disney
Concert Hall in Los Angeles; and the
Infi��nity stars Benedict Cumberbatch,
Robert Downey Jr., Mark Ruff��alo and
Benedict Wong in a scene from
Avengers. The super­sized superhero hit
has crossed $2 billion in worldwide
ticket sales, becoming only the fourth
fi��lm to reach that rarifi��ed box offi��ce
milestone. AFP/AP

fertilizer and other inputs, allows distri­
bution of ₹��4,000 per acre each for two
crops  (kharif  and  rabi).  This  is  consi­
dered an  important  link  to a  series of
pro­farmer  measures  initiated  by  the
government, including land records up­
date  and  extending  health  insurance
cover to every benefi��ciary for ₹��5 lakh.
Chief  Minister  K.  Chandrasekhar  Rao
announced  the  programme  in  Febru­
ary, and the fi��rst cheques were handed
out last month. The announcement was
preceded by an update of land records
of 1.43 crore acres, something which the
government said was done only during
the Nizam’s rule prior to independence.

How many farmers will benefi��t?
The  programme  is  targeted  to  benefi��t
57.40 lakh farmers, who were identifi��ed
on the basis of updated land records. Of
them, 40.92 lakh are marginal farmers,
with  a  holding  of  less  than  2.5  acres,
11.02  lakh  small  farmers  having  2.5­5
acres, 4.44 lakh semi­medium farmers
having  5­10  acres,  94,500  medium

Rythu  Bandhu,  a  farmers’  investment
support scheme announced with much
fanfare by the Telangana government,
has divided farmers. Those left out, in­
cluding  an  estimated  14  lakh  tenant
farmers, have taken to the streets.

What is the scheme?
The  scheme,  conceived  as  an  invest­
ment support for farmers to buy seeds,

farmers  with  10­25  acres  and  6,500
large farmers with more than 25 acres.
The government allotted ₹��12,000 crore
in the budget presented to the Assembly
within days of the announcement. 

Why was such a step necessary?
The  government  felt  input  assistance
was crucial to bailing out farmers from
distress. It was aimed at ensuring eve­
ryone  who  had  land,  whether  it  was
tilled or not, was given the benefi��t. But
tenants  were  excluded  as  the  govern­
ment  felt  that  it might cause  legal dis­
putes since tenancy was an informal ar­
rangement. Apart from tenant farmers,
the  government  omitted  from  the
scheme a few lakh farmers tilling land
distributed  by  the  Bhoodan  Yagna
Board. 

Where will the funds come from?
To  meet  the  kharif  requirement  of
₹��6,000 crore, the government has mo­
bilised  three  instalments  of  ₹��2,000
crore  each  from  State  Development

Loans auctioned by the Reserve Bank of
India at an interest ranging from 8.05%
to 8.15%, with a repayment tenure of 25
years. About 41  lakh  farmers have en­
cashed  cheques  worth  ₹��4,400  crore
since  May  10.  Of  the  58  lakh  cheques
printed  for  distribution,  offi��cials  have
distributed cheques to 46 lakh farmers.
The other 12 lakh cheques could not be
distributed  as  benefi��ciaries  were  not
available in villages owing to either mi­
gration to other States and countries or
errors in the printing of names or multi­
ple accounts. Aadhaar linkage issues al­
so aff��ected distribution. Chief Minister
K.  Chandrashekar  Rao  had  said  those
who refused to give Aadhaar numbers
should not be extended the benefi��t. The
banks initially expressed apprehension
that they might not have enough cash in
their treasuries. Moreover, the disbursal
coincided  with  a  critical  time  when
banks were starved of cash, and ATMs
had  run  dry.  The  Opposition  parties
claimed that it was a stunt ahead of the
2019 general election. The government

selected  eight  banks,  led  by  the  State
Bank of India, which serviced a majority
of  farmers  to  implement  the  pro­
gramme  through  their  branches  in
villages.

What lies ahead?
After  the  distribution  of  cheques,  the
government planned to entrust registra­
tion of land transactions to tahsil offi��ces
and maintain the records through a por­
tal titled ‘Dharani’ to be operated by the
National  Informatics  Centre  (NIC).  As
the distribution of cheques was carried
out along side the ‘pattadar’ passbooks­
cum­title deeds, the government has set
a deadline of June 20 for cent per cent
distribution of cheques and passbooks.
At a conference of Collectors recently,
Mr. Chandrasekhar Rao asked the offi��­
cial machinery to focus on this  job till
June  20.  He  was  unhappy  that  nearly
three  lakh  passbooks  had  to  be  held
back to carry out corrections. 

N. RAHUL

In Telangana,
fi��netuning a
scheme for
farmers
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Everybody knows that our Prime Mi­
nister loves to travel. In the four years
that he has been in offi��ce, Prime Minis­
ter Narendra Modi has clocked an im­
pressive number of air miles, going on
40 foreign trips from the U.S. and the
U.K. to Uzbekistan, Mozambique and
Mongolia. But there’s one country he
should plan on visiting soon, particu­
larly if he wants to see his vision of a
clean  energy­driven  India  become  a
reality. And that country is Costa Rica.

Why Costa Rica, you may ask. After
all, the Republic of Costa Rica is just a
tiny dot on the map, sandwiched bet­
ween Panama and Nicaragua, with a
population of less than half of that of
Bengaluru and a GDP less than half the
current  market  value  of  the  Indian
tech giant TCS.

Small nation, big achievements
But  a  tiny  country  such  as  this  has
some remarkable achievements to its
credit. In 1949, after a bloody coup in
which 2,000 people died, it decided to
abolish  its  army  altogether  and  re­
mains one of the few countries in the
world without one. Its citizens receive
free  education  and  healthcare  (it
spends 6.9% of its GDP on education,
more  than  double  of  India’s  measly
2.7%); ranks 66 in the United Nations’
Human  Development  Index  (India
ranks  131); was one of  the fi��rst coun­
tries in the world to implement a green
tax,  which  helped  reverse  deforesta­
tion; and has actually managed to im­
plement a ban on single­use plastics.

And it is one of the greenest coun­
tries  on  earth.  Last  year,  the  entire
Costa  Rican  grid  ran  on  renewable
power for a record 300 days. Besides
hydro,  wind  and  solar,  it  is  a  world

leader in geothermal energy. It plans
to  move  from  a  staggering  98.6%  re­
newable power base to 100% this year.
By 2020 it will become carbon neutral,
matching  its  greenhouse  emissions
with the carbon emissions it saves.

But the real reason Mr. Modi should
visit Costa Rica is to meet its 38­year­
old President, Carlos Alvarado. One of
the  fi��rst  things  the  former  journalist
did on assuming offi��ce was to declare
that  Costa  Rica  would  become  the
world’s fi��rst ‘zero carbon’ economy in
two decades, starting with the  initial
goal of eliminating fossil fuels from the
transportation sector by 2021.

Even for a very small country, that’s
a very ambitious goal. And like all such
goals,  it  is unlikely  to be achieved  in
that time frame. Costa Rica has one of
the fastest­growing car markets in the
world  (around  25%  per  year),  and
nearly half its carbon emissions come
from the transport sector. Besides, it is
bang in the middle of the Pan Ameri­
can Highway, and banning petrol and
diesel within its borders would pretty
much kill most of its foreign trade.

But the important thing, says Costa
Rican economist Monica Araya, who is
also the founder of Costa Rica Limpia
(Clean  Costa  Rica),  an  organisation
which has been working with all stake­
holders towards a zero carbon econo­
my,  is  that  if  the messaging  is  strong
enough  and  is  backed  by  a  proper
plan, and if the right people champion
it, “fairy tales can become reality.”

Speaking last month in Montreal at
a global summit on sustainable mobili­
ty called Movin’ On, a Michelin­spon­
sored think­fest which has now grown
over 20 years into a sort of Davos on
sustainable mobility (disclosure: I was
there  at  the  invitation  of  Michelin),
Araya  outlined  the  necessary  ingre­
dients:  a  clear  vision  of  desired  out­
comes,  a  sustainable  road  map  to
reach there and, most importantly, a
“coalition of champions” to drive the
idea forward among all stakeholders —
people, business and the government.

Costa Rica has all three. Carbon re­
duction is baked into its national deve­
lopment plan. Earlier this year, it elim­
inated taxes on electric vehicles. More
importantly, the government, partner­
ing with civil society groups, has been
preaching to the people the benefi��ts of
going going electric — demonstrating
that it is possible to drive to the beach
and back from the capital in an electric
car  and  working  with  fi��shermen  on
electrifying fi��shing vessels. The Presi­
dent too used a hydrogen fuel bus to
the venue to sign the proclamation on
eliminating fossil fuels.

India’s case
This is the kind of symbolism and so­
cial movement that Mr. Modi is actual­
ly good at. Besides, he is already a sus­
tainability  convert.  He  is  driving  the
growth of solar power in India and has
already declared that he wants all tran­
sport vehicles to be electric by 2030.

That is unlikely to happen without
the  other  ingredients  that  Araya  was
talking  about.  India  is  one  of  the
world’s largest car markets and the se­
cond biggest two wheeler market. Ex­
plosive urbanisation is also driving de­
mand for public transportation, while
7%­plus GDP growth and heavy depen­
dence on road transport mean that our
problems are likely to get worse faster.

We  are  the  world’s  third  biggest
energy importer, spending roughly $12
billion a month on crude oil alone. We
are also home to  13 of  the world’s  15
most polluted cities. We are  running
out of time.

Why Modi should visit Costa Rica
The country has a plan to eliminate fossil fuels. And it’s working

Raghavan Srinivasan 

is  Editor,  The  Hindu  BusinessLine 
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The  cars  go  by,  the  drivers  honking
loudly. I turn to fi��nd out who’s won the
latest  match  and  I  see  red,  white  and
green fl��ags being waved out of the win­
dows and open sunroofs of the vehicles.
“That looks like the Italian fl��ag,” I think.
“But that can’t be right.” I’m sitting out­
side an Italian restaurant in north Lon­
don and the waiters and waitresses are
imperiously unmoved by all  this Foot­
ball World Cup nonsense. “How is your
bruschetta? Was good, si?” The waiter
takes away the empty plate, paying no
attention  to  the  convoy  of  swerving,
screeching  cars.  Finally  a  car  goes  by
with something written on the fl��ags. It’s
“Iran” in black letters and I realise it’s
the fl��ag of the Islamic Republic that I’ve
been  looking  at  all  this  time.  Another
waiter brings my main course, looks at
the passing cars and shakes his head in
contained  contempt.  “They  won  a

game. Against Morocco. One­nil. And al­
ready  they  think  they  have  won  the
World Cup.” Dantean tragedy is etched
on the young man’s  face,  for  Italy has
failed to qualify for the World Cup. The
last time this occurred was in 1958.

Changing citizenship
Of  all  the  major  quadrennial  interna­
tional  sporting  events,  the  Football
World Cup is the one that gives me the
purest pleasure. The Cricket World Cup
douses  Indians  in  a  broth  of  tension.
The Olympics continue to visit humilia­
tion on the idea of India as an athletic
nation. The FIFA jamboree, though, is
devoid  of  any  such  freight.  India  has
never made it into the tournament and I
don’t expect it will in my lifetime. Even
if we were to somehow slip in, we would
most likely be the minnows of the min­
nows, coming back not with zero points
but  probably  minus  ones.  This  allows
me and millions of other Indians to be­
come guest citizens of other countries
for  the  duration  of  the  World  Cup,  to
change citizenship midway as the teams
we support go out one by one. 

I was too young to notice when En­
gland  won  the  World  Cup  in  1966.  By
the  time  Mexico  1970  came  around,  I
was  a  signed  up  member  of  the  non­

playing  swathe  of  fans  who  got  their
kicks from newspaper and magazine re­
ports.  There  was  the  huge  scandal  of
Bobby Moore, the England captain, be­
ing  accused  of  shoplifting  a  bracelet,
there were all the diff��erent team colours
and kits in the (very few) colour maga­
zines, and then there was Pele with his
magic  feet  dancing  all  over  our  con­
sciousness. By the mid­70s I lost all in­
terest  in  soccer —  I was wearing  thick

glasses by then, and while I stupidly had
no  fear  of  the  hard  cricket  ball,  there
was no way I could get involved in head­
ing  the  much  bigger  football.  Thus,  I
was  only  vaguely  conscious  of  the
Cruyff��s  and  Beckenbauers  and  knew
nothing of  the  legendary Argentinians
of 1978. By the late ’70s I was studying in
the  U.S.,  a  cricket­  and  football­free
zone, and in 1982 I found myself walking
down 42nd Street in New York when a

strange racket broke out.
Again,  it  was  the  cars.  Young  men

driving  convertibles,  honking,  waving
red, white and green fl��ags. I asked so­
meone  what  had  happened  and  he
shrugged: “These *&%ing Italians have
won  in  their Super Bowl,  some World
Cup, #@& knows, it’s that thing they call
football.”  Italy  had  indeed  won  the
World  Cup,  beating  West  Germany  in
Madrid. It was in 1986 with the Marado­
na World Cup that I began to pay proper
attention  to  the event. By  then colour
TV coverage was available everywhere,
from the London pub which I had acci­
dentally  entered  just  after  Dastardly
Diego had scored his Hand of God goal
against England to the Calcutta neigh­
bourhoods that were fi��ercely divided in­
to ‘Argentina’, ‘Brazil’, ‘Germany’, etc. 

A menu that off��ers more
From that Mother of all Handballs to the
Mother of all Headbutts, when Zidane
smacked Materazzi in the face and shat­
tered France’s hopes, there was all the
meta­football drama. Then there was all
the  actual  great  football  —  the  strikes
that changed the tournaments in a fl��ash,
the crazy poetry of the Brazilians, the
beautiful  machinery  of  the  Germans,
the great pairings — defensive and off��en­

sive, the individual performances. All of
this unfolds every four years, mapped
out in fi��xture tables, the points calculat­
ed  over  the  pages  and  the  knock­out
stages fi��lled in with ticks and crosses. In
all of this, as an Indian, you can sit back
and  relax,  your  thudding  heartbeat
transferable  between  the  country  co­
lours. If the dedicated fans of participat­
ing countries are locked into their limit­
ed menus, you, as a forever neutral, can
demand and be served a multi­cuisine
menu at any time.

To tell the truth, I’ve always been par­
tial  to  Brazil  from  those  early  days  of
worshipping  Pele  via  print  (and  some
short  black­and­white  Films  Division
newsreel  clips),  but  it’s  not  as  though
I’ve not wavered. This year I’m backing
Brazil again, but I also want Argentina to
win  because  of  Messi.  But  then  I  also
feel more kindly towards the Germans,
having  got  over  the  inherited  English
hatred  towards  the  boys  in  black  and
white, and counterintuitively I also feel
okay about England, given  the decent
range of striker talent they have. Who
do I want to see win at the end? Someth­
ing in me wants to see a team from Afri­
ca or Asia win the Cup. Not the Saudis,
Iranians or South Koreans, but perhaps
one out of Egypt, Nigeria or Senegal.

A heartbeat for every team 
The Football World Cup gives the greatest pleasure to an Indian — you can hold multiple citizenship during the tournament 

Ruchir Joshi 

is  a  writer,  fi��lmmaker  and  columnist

Diego Maradona (left) scores the fi��rst goal for Argentina during the 1986 World Cup
semifi��nal in Mexico City.  * THE HINDU ARCHIVES

Aeons ago when there was only Door­
darshan, and when television had not
yet monetised high­interest broadcasts
to squeeze in as many advertisements
as possible, during live telecasts of FI­
FA World Cup matches we’d stay glued
to the screens at half­time and after the
end  of  the  match  too.  The  cameras
would endlessly roam the stadiums to
cover the spectators in the stands, and
it was a commentary­free introduction
to the diversity and distinctiveness of
fan cultures in world football. It is an
aspect of  football  that sport telecasts
these days don’t bring out as vividly as
does the writing on the game. As John
Lancaster  explains  in  his  brilliant
chapter  on  Brazil  in  The  Thinking
Fan’s  Guide  to  the  World  Cup,  it  is
what makes football unique: “…in the
overall  run of writing about  football,
most of it is about the epiphenomenon
of being a fan rather than the pheno­
menon of the game itself. It’s strange
but true. Golf writing is about playing
golf;  cricket  writing  is  about  cricket,
and baseball writing is about baseball;
but most football writing is about be­
ing a fan.”

At the heart of football
This  perhaps  provides  a  clue  to  why
football’s  appeal  continues  to  grow,
while sports like cricket are perpetual­
ly convulsed with anxiety that if they
don’t  innovate,  the  fans  will  wander
away. The fan is at the heart of football,
and owns the narrative in a way that
she does not in any other sport. This is
why we had such a curious contrast on
Friday,  the  second  day  of  this  World
Cup. Spain and Portugal took on each
other  in  a  fi��rst­round  match  whose
quality  of  play  would  do  any  fi��nal
proud,  but  the  biggest  celebrations

erupted in Iran, where fans partied on
the streets of Tehran as if they had al­
ready won  the World Cup. Earlier  in
the day, in St. Petersburg, the Iranian
team registered its fi��rst win in a World
Cup in 20 years, when Moroccan Aziz
Bouhaddouz’s  own  goal  in  the  dying
minutes  of  the  match  broke  the  0­0
scoreline. The win was doubly satisfy­
ing for the Iranians. This month Nike
announced  that  it  would  not  supply
shoes to the Iranian team on account
of American sanctions. After the foot­
ball win, social media was awash with
Iranians  telling  the  shoe  company,
“We just did it without you.”

This parallel narrative is an instance
of  havaa­shi  — or  the “Persian name
for the gossip, rumour and innuendo
that  swirl  around  the  margins  of  the
game  in  Iran”,  as  Tom  Williams  ex­
plains in his book Do You Speak Foot­
ball?  A  Glossary  of  Football  Words
and Phrases from Around the World.

“No  country’s  football  story  is  the
same,” he writes. “Each nation’s expe­
rience  of  the  game  being  refracted
through  the  unique  prism  of  its  lan­
guage.  Hold  each  prism  to  your  eye
and  football  reveals  itself  in  strange,
amusing  and  unexpected  ways.”  It’s
enormously  enriching,  then,  to  have
this book by one’s side as the matches
are beamed in from Russia. 

Many of these phrases encapsulate

entire football cultures. So from Japan
there is the word ekyuketsuban, refer­
ring  to  the  practice  of  retiring  num­
bers, to honour a special player who
wore it. And while there are instances
of  this  elsewhere  too,  Williams  ex­
plains  that “Japanese clubs  routinely
withdraw the number 12 shirt from cir­
culation in dedication to their fans”. 

Ways to exclaim
Among the entries  from Argentina  is
gol  de  vestuario,  or  changing­room
goal, i.e. “a goal scored in the opening
seconds of a match”. There is, among
my  favourites, also  para  que  te  traje
(why did I bring you?)? “It has become
so popular,” writes Williams, “that  it
has  fallen  into  use  colloquially  as  a
term for an embarrassing blunder — a
striker  who  spoons  the  ball  over  an
open goal or a goalkeeper who fails to
keep  out  a  tame  shot  will  be  said  to
have committed a para que te traje.”

It  was  a  Brazilian  who  fi��rst  cried
“Goooooool!”  from  a  commentary
box, Williams points out. But over in
Egypt, whose team is everybody’s fa­
vourite in this year’s World Cup, cries
of “ya  salaaam” (oh, wonderful) will
echo  when,  for  instance,  “Messi  tip­
toes through a spellbound opposition
defence to score”. Back in Argentina,
“Synonymous  with  Maradona  and
Messi, gambeta is  the name given  to
the  jinking, weaving dribble  that has
been an Argentinian speciality almost
since  the  moment  the  game  arrived
there. It’s believed to come from gau­
cho literature and to refer to the dis­
tinctive running of an ostrich.”

Then there are such oddities: “With­
out  wishing  to  cast  any  aspersions
about  the  national  character  of  the
Portuguese,” writes Williams, “it’s in­
teresting to note that whereas in Brazil
the word called out when a teammate
has an opponent sneaking up on them
is ladrao (meaning ‘thief’), in Portugal
the  equivalent  expression  is  policia
[police].”

In  sum,  whatever  else  you  do  this
summer,  when  it  comes  to  football,
don’t be monolingual.

Gained in translation
How we talk when we talk about football

Mini Kapoor

is  Ideas  Editor,  The  Hindu
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For nearly every day of the past decade,
I have walked or cycled along one of the
two waterbodies —  the East River and
the Hudson River — that ensconce the is­
land of Manhattan in New York. Yet, on­
ly on rare occasions have I walked to the
river banks with an intent to watch the
waters that press  into this metropolis.
My oversight or reluctance has not been
out of choice or lack of interest in these
tidal estuaries where  the salt water of
the Atlantic Ocean meets the fresh wa­
ters  from  the  Adirondack  mountain
ranges. Rather, like the Arabian Sea in
Mumbai or the Bay of Bengal in Chen­
nai, these rivers and the Atlantic ocean
had become a permanent fi��xture on the
horizon of my everyday consciousness.
Every so often, however, when the eye
of a hurricane makes landfall on the is­

land,  with  the  winds  threatening  to
pummel all  that  stands  in  its way and
the waves in a furious tumult, like some
wronged ancient god, this assuredness
reveals  its wobbly fl��ooring. The ocean
and  its  waters  suddenly  reveal  how
mighty a terror it can be.

‘Comedy of coping’
In February 2016, during a public con­
versation  between  the  author  Amitav
Ghosh and the scholar Prasenjit Duara,
Ghosh posed a question to no one and
everyone:  what  would  happen  if  a
“black swan” event like a supercyclone
— winds in excess of 250 km per hour —
were to hit a city like Mumbai? To take
Ghosh’s  thought  experiment  further
would be to ask what if the seas were to
permanently rise by 50 ft? According to
the United Nations, 40% of the human
population live within 100 km of a coas­
tline. To contextualise this increase, it is
useful to remember that the average ele­
vation  of  Mumbai  is  46  ft,  Chennai  is
around 22 ft, and Manhattan sits around
16 ft above sea level. In short, such an
eventuality would be a disaster, a catas­
trophe  that  would  birth  misery  on  a
scale unseen in the history of man. It is

this question that forms the premise of
the  great  science  fi��ction  writer  Kim
Stanley  Robison’s  fascinating  novel
about a city partially submerged, New
York 2140.

In  Robinson’s  imagined  future,  the
seas rise by 10 ft by 2050 and another
40 ft by 2100 — events he calls the First
Pulse and the Second Pulse. Entire ci­
ties  across  the  world  are  underwater
and in some like Manhattan, where the
elevation is uneven, many stretches be­
come ‘intertidal’ zones — areas that are

dry in low tide and submerged during
high tide. What is revelatory in Robin­
son’s novel is the recognition that irres­
pective  of  the  catastrophe,  man  sur­
vives,  innovates,  and,  on  occasions,
even manages to thrive. Life in the fu­
ture, with half the world under water,
despite its tragic tenor, can be indistin­
guishable  from  a  “comedy  of  coping”
for those alive.

Cities  once  known  for  skyscrapers
that  rise  to  the  skies  are  now  trans­
formed  into  an  archipelago  of  canals

and waterways. The skies are fi��lled with
airships  that  never  land,  refuel  in  air,
and simply meander. Successful reality
TV shows — there is no escaping them
even  in  a  half­drowned  world  —  now
comprise  of  celebrities  trying  to  save
animals on the verge of drowning. And
because Robinson’s novel is a story set
in  New  York,  people  still  complain
about rent and real estate prices. Some­
body is always trying to outbid somebo­
dy  else  to  buy  a  condominium  in  an
apartment  complex  that  is  half­sub­
merged. Meanwhile, true to their creed,
hedge funds create and trade on tidal in­
dex — betting on how high or low tides
go  —  as  a  way  to  speculate  on  the
drowned coastal markets. All the while,
the washed up, unusable, and toxic re­
mains  of  our  infrastructure  built  on
plastic  and  heavy  metals  constitute  a
permanent danger.

Breaks on capitalism
One  of  Robinson’s  key  insights  is  that
the ‘tyranny of sunk costs’ shall domi­
nate human decision­making. Cities are
costly  to build  in  terms of money, hu­
man eff��orts, and human emotional toil.
To abandon them all — even if they are

half under water — is diffi��cult, if not im­
possible. The result is a world where ci­
ties continue to survive, like grass in a
storm,  by  being  adaptable:  growing,
falling apart, regrouping and learning to
improvise  some  more.  Half­drowned
skyscrapers  become  abodes  for  those
who refuse to leave cities for the hinter­
lands. Even in the future which Robin­
son  imagines,  the rich will  remain co­
cooned  away,  in  the  Antillas  of  their
opulent loneliness. Meanwhile, the rest
of  us  will  learn  to  adopt  communal
kitchens,  structure  societies  around
wider  public  transport,  and  dream  of
becoming rich in the hope of becoming
lonely on our own terms. In the world of
the day after,  according  to  Robinson’s
magnifi��cent imagination, we will fi��nally
be  ready  to  put  brakes  on  capitalism
that has aided global warming since the
1800s. But to get there, unfortunately,
the world must nearly drown  in a de­
luge  of  our  own  making.  Should  this
world that Robinson has dreamt up be­
come  reality,  it  won’t  be  for  lack  of
imagination but our inability to see the
world  that  lay  in  front  of  our  noses.
That,  as  Orwell  wrote,  is  the  hardest
thing.

Drowning in a deluge of our own making 
In Kim Stanley Robinson’s imagined future, cities are half-drowned but man still survives, innovates, and even manages to thrive 

Keerthik Sasidharan 

is  a  writer  and  lives  in  New  York  City
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