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EDITORIAL

T.P. Sreenivasan

T
he  Nobel  Peace  Prize has
been  conferred  on  interna­
tional  organisations which

simply do their  job and even the
promoters of impractical disarma­
ment initiatives, while the real is­
sues that involve the very survival
of mankind cry out for out­of­the­
box solutions. 

Three festering situations which
guarantee  this  Nobel  for  anyone
who can break the impasse are Ko­
rea, Palestine and Kashmir. There
is  no  dearth  of  proposals  to  re­
solve them but they elude accep­
tance  as  the  parties  concerned
have  adopted  ironclad  positions.
The traditional approach is to let
things be. 

Till very recently, North Korea
was a clear case of a  total  freeze
being preferable to any meddling
that  might  cause  an  escalation.
With  a  mix  of  authoritarianism,
holding out nuclear threats and ir­
rational  behaviour,  three  genera­
tions  of  Kims  held  the  world  to

ransom while successive U.S. Pre­
sidents followed a carrot and stick
approach  to  keep  things  within
manageable limits. 

Slow progress
Then came a U.S. President with a
clearly disruptionist policy and no
fear  of  consequences.  War,  he
said,  was  an  option  if  leaders
starved their people, violated their
human rights and threatened the
world itself with a nuclear war. Af­
ter much sabre rattling and the use
of  undiplomatic  language,  both
leaders (of the U.S. and North Ko­
rea)  came  to  the  conclusion  that
peace should be the preferred op­
tion  and  took  hesitant  steps that
were  unthinkable  even  a  few
months ago. A summit was an on­
again, off­again concept till Donald
Trump and Kim Jong­un reached
Sentosa island in Singapore.

The outcome, on June 12, which
made the world heave a sigh of re­
lief,  was  characterised  as  a  com­
prehensive  document.  In  fact,
there is nothing in the document
which was not agreed in 1994 and
2005.  Though  it  is  a  four­point
document, in actual fact it is noth­
ing more than a declaration of in­
tent. Crucial issues such as denu­
clearisation  and  a  guarantee  of
security remain undefined. There

is no timeframe either for any of
the proposals. There could be ma­
ny a slip between the cup and the
lip.  Still,  a  grateful  world  has
hailed  it  as  real  progress  and
called for the Nobel for Mr. Trump
and Mr. Kim.

If one considers where the two
leaders  started  from  and  where
they have reached, there could be
some justification to reward them
for  switching  gears  from  war  to
peace. But  they  are  unworthy  of
the honour if one is to go by their
past records. 

The  number  of  bilateral  and
multilateral  agreements  that  Mr.
Trump has sacrificed and his irra­
tional agendas cannot be forgotten
just because of what he has decid­
ed  on  North  Korea.  Mr.  Kim,  on
the other hand, was till the other

day  the  butcher  of  North  Korea
where his  family oppressed their
people, starved them and used the
nation’s  resources  to  splurge  on
weapons of mass destruction. He
has blood on his hands.

Candidate Moon
Instead,  the  person  who  should
get the Nobel was not on Sentosa.
South Korean President Moon Jae­
in — who is the real peace maker —
was  in  Seoul,  thinking  about  the
two  leaders whose decisions will
be critical for his country and the
wider region. 

What Mr. Moon worked on for
long  and  finally  accomplished  is
nothing  short  of  a  miracle  given
the stances adopted by Mr. Trump
and Mr. Kim before he set out on
his journey to explore peace. With
determination, charm and  incor­
rigible optimism, he stuck his neck
out, ready to pay a price if his ef­
forts failed. He knew that his coun­
try would be  the first  to  face  the
fire and fury that Mr. Trump had
talked  about.  He  even  allowed,
without hesitation, a South Korean
official to announce the news of a
possible  thaw  from  the  lawns  of
the White House.

Mr. Moon has an impeccable re­
cord of integrity, poise and sincer­
ity.  In  late  April,  the  world

watched in awe as he warmly wel­
comed  Mr.  Kim  in  the  demilitar­
ised zone at the start of a historic
summit.  He  even  unhesitatingly
stepped  on  to  North  Korean  soil
when asked to by Mr. Kim and the
agreement  they  reached  in the
path  of  peace  was  unequivocal.
The  transparency and  dignity  of
Mr. Moon is a model worth emulat­
ing. 

Another  reason  why  it  should
be Mr. Moon who should get  the
Nobel  is  because  it  is  he  who
brought the warring sides togeth­
er. The Sentosa document is a con­
cept while the summit is a reality.
Moreover, Mr. Moon has a crucial
role as both peacemaker and sta­
keholder. He should be enabled to
come  to  terms  with  Mr.  Trump’s
impulsive  decision  to  suspend
joint military exercises with South
Korea, as a concession announced
after  the  Sentosa  meet.  Even  if
peace eludes the Korean Peninsula
for some time, Mr. Moon’s skilful
diplomacy  should  not  go
unrewarded.

T.P. Sreenivasan, a former diplomat, is

Chairman, Academic Council and

Director, NSS Academy of Civil Services,

and also Director General, Kerala

International Centre,

Thiruvananthapuram

The spirit of Sentosa
South Korean President Moon Jae­in’s skilful diplomacy is worthy of the Nobel Peace Prize
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corrections & clarifications: 

A sentence in a feature on Prafulla Mahanta (Who­What­Why­
When­Where page, June 17, 2018) read: “Emotions associated with
the Assam agitation saw the AGP sweep the 1985 polls and Mr. Ma­
hanta becoming India’s youngest Chief Minister ... .” It should have
read: “... Mr. Mahanta becoming one of India’s youngest Chief Minis-
ters at 33 years ... .”

In  the  Sunday  Magazine  story  titled  “The  hornbill  housing
crisis”  ( June  17, 2018),  there was an error  in  the context of  the
bird’s nesting cycle. It ought to have said: “He [the male hornbill]
keeps up this punishing schedule for three to four months until the
female frees herself and the young fledge.” The published version
said six months.
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O
ver the last few days a storm
has  been  raised  following
publication of an article in

The Hindu ( June 12, 2018) based on
a leaked WhatsApp message from
the head of the National Organ and
Tissue  Transplant  Organisation
(NOTTO) claiming that foreign pa­
tients who are waiting for a donor
heart transplant are being priori­
tised over Indian patients by priv­
ate hospitals in Chennai. This arti­
cle  has  angered  many.
Unfortunately, amidst the din, the
basic concepts of organ donation,
allocation  and  transplantation
have been completely lost.

Tamil Nadu’s advantage
A forward  thinking  bureaucracy,
committed non­governmental or­
ganisations and a willing political
dispensation  took  up  promotion
of  cadaver  organ  donation  as  a
must­have  in Tamil Nadu around
10 years ago. This was primarily in
response  to  a  widely  publicised
and  unrelated  kidney  donation
racket unearthed in the late 1990s.
The initial kick­start and continu­
ing efforts have made Tamil Nadu
the undisputed leader in organ do­
nation in India. Thousands of lives
have  been  saved  through  organ
donation.

Many southern States have suc­
cessfully  emulated  Tamil  Nadu’s
road map and have developed or­
gan  donation  programmes  on
their own. The uptake of the con­
cept of organ donation, however,
has  been  disappointing  in  north
India.  This  has  led  to  a  steady
stream of patients from north In­

dia to travel to the south for a ca­
daver donor organ as their chance
of  getting  a  timely  transplant  in
their  own  State  is  close  to  zero.
While the organ donation rate  in
Tamil Nadu is over 10 times grea­
ter  than  most  of  the  northern
States, there is a lot of work to be
done to achieve the West’s dona­
tion rates.

Every country goes through an
evolution process  in  terms of or­
gan donation, and this is different
for each organ. Kidney transplan­
tation has been practised in India
for over 25 years. There is public
confidence in the procedure, and
it is not surprising that there is a
massive  waiting  list  for  cadaver
kidney  transplants.  On  the  other
hand,  liver  transplant  as  a  treat­
ment  option  for  liver  failure  re­
mained  an  esoteric  idea  in  India
until 10­15 years ago. The results of
liver transplantation in India were
poor in the early stages. That has
changed in the last 10 years. With
increasing success, an  increasing
number of patients who need a liv­
er  transplant  are  getting  waitlist­
ed. So there is no real possibility of
a foreigner getting a cadaver liver
or kidney in India, as there will al­
ways be a patient to whom a donor
liver or kidney, irrespective of its
characteristics  can  be  matched.
Among 2,100 liver transplants per­
formed by our group in south In­
dia over the last nine years, not a
single  foreign  patient  has  been
transplanted  with  a  cadaveric
liver.

Heart transplants
Cardiac and  lung  transplantation
have been the last to develop in In­
dia. Until five years ago, results of
heart  and  lung  transplantation
were  dismal  in  India.  Many  doc­
tors  would  have  been  reticent  to
put their patients forward for tran­
splantation  even  if  they  would
have  benefitted  from  the  treat­

ment. However, over the last two­
three years, results have improved
significantly with the influx of ta­
lented and trained surgeons. But
the  number  of  patients  being  as­
sessed and listed are still fewer in
comparison to those listed for liv­
ers  or  kidneys.  Waiting  lists  for
heart  transplantation  are  still
small,  and  in  such  a  situation
while a donor liver or kidney can
be immediately matched to a suita­
ble  Indian  patient,  this  is  not  al­
ways possible for a heart or lungs.

This is where the claim for uti­
lising  the  organ  for  a  foreign  pa­
tient comes in as otherwise the or­
gan would be wasted. Even though
occasional  abuse  of  the  system
may be a possibility, it is important
to point out that even with the cur­
rent  practice  of  allocating  an  or­
gan to a foreigner when there is no
suitable Indian patient, one­third
of all hearts and lungs are still not
being used due to “lack of a suita­
ble recipient”. As public and phys­
ician confidence in the success of
heart and lung transplantation im­
proves in India, the waiting list of
Indian patients will increase and it
will be possible to match every or­
gan  to  a  suitable  Indian  patient.
Once that stage is reached, there
will not be even a remote possibil­
ity of a foreigner getting an organ.

An  additional  issue  with  heart
and  lung  transplantation  is  the
strict criteria for size and quality

and  the  very  tight  timeframes
within which these organs should
be  transplanted.  While  a  kidney
can  be  preserved  for  12­18  hours
and a  liver  for 8­12 hours, hearts
and lungs should be transplanted
within  six  hours,  otherwise  out­
comes  are  likely  to  be  poor.  So
while sharing of livers and kidneys
across the country is possible, it is
very difficult as far as hearts and
lungs are concerned, considering
the size of our country. In the ab­
sence of a viable and accessible air
ambulance service to transport or­
gans, feasibility will depend on the
timing  of  the  donation  and  the
flight schedules of commercial air­
lines. Remember, most organ do­
nation procedures happen in the
night  as  logistics  permit.  So,  at
least for hearts and lungs, excep­
tions notwithstanding,  sharing  is
feasible only by adjacent States.

Fine-tuning the process
What can be done to improve the
situation? The government can de­
cide that no foreigners can receive
a cadaver  donor  organ  in  India
even  if  it  means  that  an  organ  is
wasted due to lack of a suitable In­
dian recipient. But this may be an
extreme step as local governments
and  corporate  hospitals  are  still
very  interested  in  medical  tou­
rism. Another option is to develop
a system of zonalisation across the
country  (like  in  the  U.S.)  so  that
more  efficient  sharing  of  organs
across  States  is  feasible,  possibly
with the development of a public­
ly­funded  air  ambulance  service.
This will significantly benefit tran­
splant programmes in government
hospitals.

Organ donation is based on pu­
blic trust that due process is being
followed. Currently, the donation
process and organ allocation in Ta­
mil  Nadu  is  fully  monitored  by
Transplant Authority of Tamil Na­
du (TRANSTAN). Every organ that

is transplanted, even to a foreign
patient, is only done after appro­
val from TRANSTAN. The authori­
ty of course depends on the clini­
cal judgment and decisions of the
transplant team as to the best use
of each organ. The process should
be made more transparent and ac­
cessible to the public. If donation
and  the  allocation  of  each  organ
can  be  tracked,  that  will  be  a
strong deterrent to mischief. Most
importantly, the outcome of every
transplant  should  be  monitored.
TRANSTAN should make it manda­
tory that the transplanting centre
should report the outcome of the
organ  and  the  patient  with  up­
dates at one week, one month and
one year after transplantation.

Organ donation is a highly emo­
tive  topic.  When  a  family  agrees
for organ donation, they are mak­
ing  a  decision  to  be  generous  to
some  unknown  person  in  the
midst  of  a  great  personal  crisis.
For  this  to  succeed,  they  should
have utmost trust in the process of
organ  donation  and  allocation.
Even  in  highly  developed  coun­
tries, donation rates drop tempo­
rarily  when  news  of  suspicious
practices surfaces. In India, this is
even  more  important  as  contro­
versies such as these can break a
developing programme and bring
us back to square one. A reduction
in donation rate will affect patients
waiting for organs as each donor
can save up to seven lives. The is­
sue must be thoroughly investigat­
ed before newspapers and televi­
sions proclaim a “scandal”. It does
no  good  to  the  system  and  can
cause immeasurable harm to sick
patients  desperately  waiting  for
the call that “they have an organ”.

Mohamed Rela is professor of liver

surgery, King’s College Hospital, London

and Director, Institute of Liver Disease

and Transplantation, Global Hospitals

Group, Chennai

Heart of the matter
We must publicise the full information on organ allocations to secure public trust in the donation process 

Mohamed Rela
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Simultaneous polls
I am of the firm opinion
that the very idea of
conducting simultaneous
elections across the country
is absurd (“PM renews call
for debate on simultaneous
polls”, June 18). It is not as
though we have a two­party
system; in some States,
regional parties are more
powerful than the national
parties. In some others,
there are coalition
governments. There was a
coalition at the Centre for
nearly two decades.
Therefore, one cannot be
sure that governments
across the country will
complete their tenure
together. Instead of putting
forth such questionable
ideas, the current regime
should focus on educating
the masses about the value
of their votes. Candidates
must be selected on merit.
If there is the perception
that electronic voting
machines are being
tampered with, let the
authorities concerned
revert to the ballot system.
T. Anand Raj,

Chennai

■ Change must come from
within. There can be debate
on the subject based on
constructive arguments and
which involve political
theorists, domain scholars,
constitutional experts and
legal luminaries.
Devanand Vyas,

Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh

Lateral hiring
The speed with which the
government is moving ahead
to implement what can be
called “lateral entry into the
civil service” does not augur
well for the country.
Recruitment under the UPSC
is well­organised, rigid and
longstanding. It has credible
steps to ensure that a
candidate is worthy of
selection. Even after
selection, the candidate
moves up the ladder after
hands­on administrative
experience. Going ahead
with the new plan under the
reason of utilising domain
expertise is half baked. The
damage such an officer could
cause because of his lack of
experience is enormous.
What about accountability?
Rushing such a key policy

especially when we are so
close to a general election is
unwise.
I.P.P. Prabhakara Rao,

Secunderabad

AAP, politics and Delhi
The people of Delhi must be
experiencing great
discomfiture caught as they
often are in the crossfire
between Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal and the
Lieutenant Governor (“We
are not on strike, say Delhi
IAS officers”, June 18). Mr.
Kejriwal has to first ensure
that the law and order
machinery is well oiled and
IAS officers are able to
function in a safe
environment. As the name of
their party suggests, the Aam
Aadmi Party should strive to
serve the common man.
Street­level politics is
increasingly being allowed to
affect administration. The
party is wasting an
opportunity to prove its
mettle in governance. A
constant and confrontational
approach with the Centre is
bound to backfire. 
Bellur S. Dattatri,

Bengaluru

Trash mountain 
Many of us are aware of our
oceans becoming receptacles
for waste. Now it is equally
disheartening to know that
our mountains too have not
been spared (‘Life’ page,
“Mt. Everest, the highest
dump”, June 18). The
Himalayan chain is a very
fragile ecosystem and the
source of many perennial
rivers. 
The authorities concerned
must ensure that climbers
are held responsible for
waste collection. Lame
excuses such as the cost
factor should be ignored.
Flaws in the pride of
adventure should not take
over the welfare of the
environment and society. 
N. Vijai,

Coimbatore

Insensitive
The statement by the Union
Law Minister where he said,
“I wish to make it clear that
the Law Minister or the Law
Ministry is not a post office,”
is in bad taste (“Asking
collegium to review decision
not a sin: Minister”, June 12).
I vividly remember what a

Ronaldo at Sochi
The all­Iberian contest will
be remembered as one of the
best matches in FIFA World
Cup history; Cristiano
Ronaldo’s incredible hat­
trick should rank as one of its
finest moments (‘Sport’
page, “All square in Iberian
derby — Portugal holds Spain
in a pulsating encounter”,
June 17). Ronaldo is
electrifying with his on­field
exploits. He is a sheer joy to
watch.
C.G. Kuriakose,

Kothamangalam, Kerala

teacher told my classmates
and me decades ago — that
two of the important persons
in life are the postman and
the nurse. The Union
Communications Minister,
instead of passively allowing
his colleague’s unjustified
stigmatisation of an essential
service and an honourable
profession at that, should
suggest to Ravi Shankar
Prasad that they could
exchange their portfolios for
a short period; it might force
the Law Minister to take back
his words.
S.V. Ramakrishnan,

Chennai

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters emailed to letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials.

C
olombia’s  first  presidential  election  since  the
landmark 2016 peace deal with the FARC Marxist
guerrillas has thrown up the youngest winner in

its history. But the victory of the 41­year­old right­wing
candidate, Iván Duque, raises questions for the future
of the agreement negotiated by the Nobel Peace Prize­
winning outgoing President, Juan Manuel Santos. Mr.
Duque, a relative political novice, beat his rival, Gusta­
vo  Petro,  an  erstwhile  insurgent,  by  a  12  percentage
point margin in Sunday’s run­off. Mr. Duque’s victory is
likely  to  help  the  conservatives  further  consolidate
their gains in the Congress, where the centrists led by
Mr. Santos remain weakened. Mr. Duque’s decade­long
work experience with the Inter­American Development
Bank perhaps partly explains his programme of eco­
nomic orthodoxy — to cut corporate taxes and create a
conducive climate  for  investment  in  the oil  sector. A
protégé  of  the  conservative  former  President  Álvaro
Uribe, Mr. Duque can count on backing from his men­
tor’s Democratic Centre party. There is some concern,
however, that the veteran politician could exert undue
influence. This is especially so because Mr. Duque, like
many on the political right, has been sceptical of the
peace agreement with the rebels, and Mr. Uribe had ac­
tively opposed the referendum on the deal. The grant of
amnesty to the extremists and codified guarantees of
representation in the Congress, to ensure a smooth pas­
sage  into  the  political  mainstream,  have  proved  the
most contentious provisions. As President, Mr. Duque
may be more disposed to adopting a moderate stance.

The outcome in the run­off was not surprising given
the  steady  marginalisation  of  centrist  forces,  leaving
the field open to the extremes. In March, the contender
from  the  Revolutionary  Alternative  Common  Force
(FARC), the rebel movement refashioned as a political
party with a name that retains its former acronym, quit
the presidential race. After violent attacks on its candi­
dates, it had suspended its campaign for the Congres­
sional election. The FARC’s withdrawal from the con­
test marked a setback for the central plank of the peace
process — the rebels’ right to run for public office in re­
turn for the surrender of arms. It also illustrates the ten­
uous nature of the accord overall, as the judicial and
other mechanisms to advance its objectives are still not
in place. A return to civil peace after a protracted con­
flict, in which hundreds of thousands were killed and
many  more  displaced,  is  a  painstaking  process  that,
above all, calls for firm moral and political conviction.
The legacy Mr. Santos leaves behind is the courage he
mustered to clinch the controversial peace accord with
the perpetrators of the worst brutalities for half a centu­
ry. Mr. Duque, who assumes office in August, will be
judged in terms of the distance he can travel to make
the Colombian dream an enduring reality.

In the shadow of FARC
Iván Duque’s election as Colombia’s President

puts a question mark on the peace accord 

O
ne crisis, many causes. The immediate provoca­
tion for Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal sitting on
a dharna at the residence of the Lt. Governor

might have been a run­in with the bureaucracy, but the
crisis  is  rooted  in  the  understanding  (or  misunder­
standing) of the constitutional limits of the powers of
the elected government in the National Capital Territo­
ry of Delhi. The Aam Aadmi Party government has a
history of confrontation with the Centre on the ques­
tion of who is the administrative head of a region that is
less than a State and more than a Union Territory. Since
the party came to power in 2015, the demand for Delhi
to be given the status of a full­fledged State, allowing it
among  other  things  powers  over  the  police,  has  be­
come strident. Differences extend to  the LG’s discre­
tionary powers to appoint the Chief Secretary, with the
AAP nursing a grouse that the bureaucratic cadre came
directly under the Centre. Matters came to a head when
Chief Secretary Anshu Prakash was assaulted during a
late­night  meeting  in  Mr.  Kejriwal’s presence.  Since
then, officials have been  in a non­cooperative mode,
only attending statutory meetings, skipping what they
term are “routine” meetings and not taking phone calls
from Ministers. Mr. Kejriwal and his Cabinet colleagues
decided on the dharna in protest, but instead of forcing
a solution, they may have precipitated a crisis. Mem­
bers of the BJP responded with a dharna at the Chief Mi­
nister’s residence, completing the political spectacle. 

In adopting the politics of protest as part of its quest
to expand the powers of the elected government, the
AAP is putting governance at risk. Instead of mounting
a legal challenge to the Centre’s efforts to further curtail
the limited powers of the Delhi government, Mr. Kejri­
wal chose to respond politically. While he might like to
be seen as a constitutional  functionary whose hands
are tied by an overbearing Centre, he is coming across
as someone who is keener on a bigger fight on a bigger
stage than as one eager to fulfil his constitutional man­
date. The dharnas might end, but the underlying causes
of  the  present  crisis  will  not  disappear  without  the
Centre and the Delhi government agreeing on the terms
of engagement through the office of the Lt. Governor.
The BJP cannot mock Mr. Kejriwal out of politics; the
Centre will have to deal with him, and work jointly with
the AAP government for the welfare of Delhi’s citizens —
something it has failed to do. The way to fight the AAP
cannot be by placing handcuffs on the Delhi govern­
ment. As for the AAP, it should learn to make the best of
the system before demanding more autonomy. To push
the  constitutional  limits  to  acquire  more  meaningful
powers is fine, but it cannot be at the cost of failing to
do whatever is possible within the current framework.

Power crisis
The standoff in Delhi has placed 

everyone in a bad light 
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EDITORIAL

Radha Kumar

T
he tragic and shocking assas­
sination  of  Shujaat  Bukhari
came as yet another remin­

der of how confl��ict brutalises. Shu­
jaat  joins  a  line  of  martyrs  who
were  assaulted  because  they
sought  a  negotiated  end  to  vio­
lence  —  Abdul  Ghani  Lone  who
called for an end to cross border
militancy  and  Fazal  Haq  Qureshi
who engaged with the Indian go­
vernment  to  fi��nd  an  honourable
solution  to  the  Kashmir  confl��ict.
Fazal  Haq  escaped  with  his  life.
Shujaat alas did not. His last days
were  spent  in  underlining  the
grave situation in the Valley, where
youth  alienation  was  at  a  peak.
The government’s unfortunate de­
cision to end the Ramzan ceasefi��re
will only add to this nihilistic des­
pair, as Shujaat would warn were
he alive.

Building bridges
Shujaat  fought  for  a  policy  that
would  return  Kashmiri  youth  to
the  peacemaking  fold.  He  was  a
passionate  Kashmiri  nationalist

who  brought  the  Kashmiri  lan­
guage back to the Valley’s literary
and  educational  establishments.
He  sought  to  build  bridges  with
Jammu  and  Ladakh  as  well  as
across  the  Line  of  Control,  with
New Delhi as well as Islamabad. He
never  indulged  in  abuse  or  even
expressions of rage — an extraor­
dinary feat given the terrible suf­
fering of his people at the hands of
both the Indian and Pakistani go­
vernments, not to mention Pakis­
tan­based  terror  groups  like  the
Lashkar­e­Taiba  and  Jaish­e­Mo­
hammed. He was a man of great
discipline and clear sight when it
came to the interests of Kashmiris.

I fi��rst met Shujaat when he was
a reporter  at  The Hindu,  but  my
closest association with him came
when I was appointed one of the
Indian government’s Group of In­
terlocutors  for  Jammu  and  Kash­
mir in 2010. Shujaat was sceptical,
as were most Kashmiris — so many
interlocutors had come and gone,
he said, but the government never
took the next step, of moving to­
wards  a  political  solution.  We
might  help  assuage  rage  at  the
deaths  of  120  youth  during  the
summer uprising of 2010, he ad­
ded, but what after that? Could we
get the government to engage in a
results­oriented political dialogue
with the ‘azaadi’ groups and Pakis­
tan? Was there any hope of resur­

recting  the  peace  process  of
2004­07?

Despite his scepticism, Shujaat
helped  us.  Like  the  rest  of  the
Kashmiri  media,  his  paper  was
hostile  to  our  mission  when  we
started.  Yet,  as  they  saw  that  we
were  sincere —  though our  supe­
riors in government may not be —
they rallied to our cause. When we
visited  the  Srinagar  jail  and  met
with  the  militants  held  there,  he
called to commiserate with me on
the  trolling  we  received  by  the
Bharatiya  Janata  Party  (BJP)  and
the  national  media.  It  was  after
this  that  he  assigned  one  of  his
most seasoned journalists to cover
our work, and it was partly due to
the  reporting  in  Rising Kashmir,
and Greater Kashmir too, that the
tide of public opinion in the Valley
slowly turned in our favour.

In the one year that we worked
as interlocutors, we must have met
Shujaat  a  few  dozen  times.  Our
meetings were never as friends —

though we were indeed friends —
but  always  professional.  He  re­
fused to lunch or dine with us, but
he did off��er us advice.  It was be­
cause of his prodding, along with
Fayaz  Ahmad  Kaloo’s,  that  the
Home Ministry lifted its ban on go­
vernment  advertisements  in  his
and other papers, albeit briefl��y. It
was also because of his prodding
that we were able to get hundreds
of  stone  throwers  released.  Most
rare of all, his was one of the few
Valley  papers  that  gave  as  much
coverage  to  our  work  in  Jammu
and Ladakh as in the Valley. And
when my colleagues wanted to fo­
cus on Jammu and Kashmir alone,
excluding the Pakistan­held parts
of the former princely state, it was
Shujaat who gave me the courage
to stand fi��rm and include those re­
gions in our fi��nal report.

Ironically, it was our attempt to
push the boundaries of interlocu­
tion to include human rights, de­
militarisation and talks with ‘azaa­
di’ groups, including their armed
wings, that won us Shujaat’s sup­
port. I say ironically because it was
these very eff��orts  that  led  to our
loss of support in both Delhi and
the government and made us less
eff��ective than we might have been.
But  Shujaat,  like  so  many  other
Kashmiris, welcomed us as indivi­
duals. He did not believe  the go­
vernment  would  act  politically,

but he believed that the more in­
clusive we were the better it would
be  for  everyone.  He  was  a  man
who  saw  both  the  short  and  the
long run.

Unfi��nished business
Our  mission  ended,  as  he  had
predicted,  without  the  govern­
ment engaging  in next steps. But
he remained a friend. We did not
work together again but were con­
stantly  in  touch on Kashmir. Our
last  conversation  was  about  my
forthcoming book. He was writing
his  own  book,  he  told  me.  Do  it
fast, I said, because then I can qu­
ote from it. The paper came fi��rst,
he replied, there was time for his
book. Alas there was not, but the
chapters  he  did  write  should  be
published soon.

As  I conclude this memorial,  I
have only one hope. Let the Indian
and  Pakistani  governments,  and
the ‘azaadi’ groups — all of whom
have condemned Shujaat’s assassi­
nation — restore the ceasefi��re and
restart political talks for an end to
the confl��ict. This was what Shujaat
worked for. As his senseless killing
shows, time is fast running out for
the Valley.

Radha Kumar is a writer and political
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Shujaat Bukhari, a warrior for peace
He was a man of great discipline and clear sight when it came to the interests of Kashmiris 
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I
n  his  speech  at  the  headquar­
ters of the Rashtriya Swayamse­
vak Sangh at Nagpur earlier this

month, at the function to mark the
end of the Sangh’s annual training
camp,  former  President  Pranab
Mukherjee referred to  Jawaharlal
Nehru and his book, The Discovery
of India.  The  concluding  part  of
Mr.  Mukherjee’s  speech  touched
upon  the  familiar  Nehruvian  va­
lues of  tolerance,  the equality of
all citizens, and faith in India’s plu­
rality. 

If you looked at the lecture as a
whole, you would have noticed a
subtle  disconnect  between  the
survey of history presented in the
fi��rst part of the speech and the va­
lues  reaffi��rmed  in  the  second.
How we might  interpret  that dis­
connect  depends  on  our  view  of
Mr.  Mukherjee’s  aim  at  Nagpur.
Perhaps his main concern was to
propagate values he fi��nds lacking
in  contemporary  India.  But  if  he
was also interested in initiating a
dialogue  between  two  rival  per­
spectives  on  India’s  history,  he
pursued this aim hesitatingly. The
reference to Nehru did not prove
useful and  remained  mainly
symbolic.

In  his  midnight  speech  in  Au­
gust 1947, Nehru said, “We end to­
day a period of ill fortune and In­
dia discovers herself again.” These
words  are  not  as  transparent  as
they seem. If you work with young
people,  you  realise  the  diffi��culty
Nehru’s  idea  of  “discovery”  pre­

sents. He uses it as a metaphor for
something deeper that inspires In­
dia’s  civilisation.  For  someone
born in the late 19th century, dis­
covery had a psychological conno­
tation, verging on “re­discovery”.
That is precisely what makes Neh­
ru’s idea of India more paradoxical
for our times than rationalist Neh­
ruvians would like to accept. The
paradox became quite apparent in
Mr. Mukherjee’s survey of history.

Findings from a school survey
A colleague once suggested to me,
around 2001, that we should try to
fi��nd out how standard IX school­
children  understood India’s  free­
dom  struggle.  We  did  a  survey
with 600 children, from both go­
vernment  and  private  schools,
who  had  fi��nished  standard VIII
and were in standard IX. As histo­
ry  of  the  freedom  movement  is
taught  in  standard VIII,  we  pre­
pared  a  few  questions  based  on
the  material  in  textbooks  at  that
time. 

In one of the questions, we cit­
ed  Nehru’s  speech:  “When  the
world sleeps,  India will awake  to
life  and  freedom.”The  question
was: “Who did India become free
from?”  We  off��ered  four  possible
options, namely: bondage to tradi­

tion, British rule, Muslim rule, and
all  foreigners.  As  many  as  8% of
the children choose the third op­
tion. That about 8% of children in
standard  IX  thought  that  1947
marked  India’s  independence
from Muslim rule can startle those
of  us  who  believe  that  schooling
brings  universal  enlightenment.
The rest of us can fi��nd some relief
that this percentage is not higher.
Teaching history in schools is un­
satisfactory as it appears that com­
mon  social  perceptions  and  pre­
judices  still  have  a  hold  over  a
small  proportion  of  schoolchil­
dren. 

The point of this incident  is to
show  that  not  everyone  believes
that  Independence  meant  a  new
start for India. The slate that free
India  started  with  was  hardly
clean. Very old prejudices had left
a strong imprint on it. Caste pre­
judices  were  one  instance  while
prejudice  against  Muslims  was
another. In the latter case, the pre­
judice had to do with the percep­
tion  that  they  colluded  with  the
British to divide India into two na­
tions. 

Leaders such as Nehru expect­
ed  that  such  prejudiced  views
would weaken with  time. That  is
probably what he meant by saying

that India would “discover herself
again”.  Had  he  not  said  “again”,
his meaning would have been un­
equivocal.  The  use  of  the  word
“again” might tempt someone  to
think  that  there could have been
earlier instances of India discover­
ing herself in the past. That inter­
pretation strengthens the idea of a
core that India must re­discover in
order  to  feel  strong.  It  also  rein­
forces the view that India’s history
is a continuous, linear and single
story  equally  applicable  to  every
part  of  its  diverse  geography.
Some people believe  that  the va­
lues foregrounded in the Constitu­
tion were already a part of our cul­
ture. For them, values/ideas such
as equality and justice, even social
justice,  are  not  new  enough  to
mark a departure. 

Rooted to the past
Anyone  familiar  with  life  at

school knows how unpopular his­
tory is as a subject. A vast percen­
tage of children and youth fi��nd his­
tory to be boring. They can’t see
why  history  is  necessary  to  es­
pouse nationalism. Quite a few feel
cynical when they notice the gap
between the glorifi��ed past and the
mundane  present.  Mr.  Mukher­
jee’s speech at Nagpur used histo­
ry to defi��ne and explain Indian na­
tionalism.  It  revived  the  old
question  many  children  ask  in
their  fi��nal  years  of  elementary
education:  “Why  is  such  a  long
story  taught  to us?” The conven­
tional  answer  is  that  India  as  a
modern nation is inseparable from
its old civilisation. Its uniqueness
must be established in the minds
of children to make them proud as
Indians. 

This  conventional  view  does
not  recognise  the  way  that  chil­

dren  today  think  about  and  res­
pond to history when it presents a
long  story.  Traditional  textbooks
and teachers inevitably start with
pre­history and the ancient world.
Then comes the medieval period.
Finally,  you  are  allowed  to  learn
something about the modern pe­
riod. 

Mr.  Mukherjee’s  survey  of  In­
dia’s past followed this format, but
it  was  remarkably  skewed.  After
spending  a  considerable  amount
of time over the ancient period, he
came to the 12th century. For the
next seven centuries he had little
to say except that India was under
Muslim rule. This is true but surely
this cannot be  the only point  for
this period of time. 

The former President’s brevity
suggested that there was a break in
India’s continuity during  this pe­
riod.  The  idea  of  “discovery”
drawn from Nehru suggested that
if we ignore the medieval aberra­
tion,  we  can  appreciate  the  real
potential that India’s ancient histo­
ry signifi��es. 

Unfortunately,  when  India’s
past is viewed in this manner, we
can’t  fully  appreciate  the  break
brought about by  Independence.
If  Nehru  thought  that  India  can
now discover herself despite Parti­
tion,  his  meaning  becomes hazy
when we imagine our long past as
a linear journey with a long detour
in the middle. By following this fa­
miliar linearity, Mr. Mukherjee sof­
tened his own emphasis, towards
the end, on equality and plurality,
and the fundamentals of the new
India encoded in the Constitution
as a vision. 

Krishna Kumar is a former director of

NCERT. He is the author of ‘Battle for

Peace’ 

There are no detours in history
Pranab Mukherjee’s survey of history was at variance with his invocation of Nehruvian values 

Krishna Kumar
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Fortitude in Kashmir
It is heartening that the
staff�� and journalists at
Rising Kashmir worked
with determination to bring
out the next day’s edition
despite the trauma they
faced (Sunday Special –
“Stop press? Not at Rising
Kashmir”, June 17). It is
time that forces inimical to
peace realise that sanity
will eventually return to
Kashmir. The vanguard of
the media should continue
to unmask the diabolic
designs of dark forces.
C.V. Aravind,

Bengaluru

■ The resolve the
publication’s team displayed
to continue with work as
usual is remarkable,
reminding us of how the staff��
of the French satirical weekly
magazine, Charlie Hebdo,
readied the magazine for
publication despite the loss
of frontline staff��. The
journalists of Rising Kashmir
have demonstrated that
resilience is an unbeatable
antidote in moments of
crisis.
R. Sridharan,

Chennai

Return to turmoil?
Pictures in the media that
show defence personnel and
civilians in Kashmir raising
slogans against Pakistan after
having lost colleagues and
loved ones to terror attacks
are distressing. Such images
tell the true story of the
reality in the troubled State —
where the political class is
fumbling to fi��nd ways to
solve the festering issue.
How many more people
should end up losing their
lives before there is action? 
P. Krishnan,

Puttaparthi, Andhra Pradesh

■ Militancy in the Kashmir
Valley is turning out to be
hydra­headed, devouring
many a sane voice. Unless all
those who believe in peace
commit themselves to a
resolution of the issues
without bloodshed, the
threats to lives and liberty in
Kashmir will only persist.
Peace will remain elusive. 
M.A. Siraj,

Bengaluru

■ The violence in Kashmir
only seems to be spiralling
out of control, with the
PDP­BJP coalition

government unable to
address the law and order
situation. Perhaps the best
possible course in such
circumstances is for the
Central government to take
direct control and quell the
violence with an iron hand as
a dialogue with stakeholders
is proving to be a non­starter.
People in the State are
suff��ering greatly.
V. Padmanabhan,

Bengaluru

■ The time has come for the
political class to exhibit
robust political willpower
and lend a free hand to
security forces in the
Kashmir Valley to root out
militancy and its various
support systems. It is an
achievable task provided our
leaders speak in one voice.
Numerous opportunities
have already been given to
anti­national elements to
come to the peace table but
they only seem to be
thumbing their nose at India.
Ravi Bhushan,

Kurukshetra, Haryana

Plastic to fuel
In 2017, then Union Minister
Y.S. Chowdary, in a written

reply in the Lok Sabha, said
that plastic can be converted
into petrol, diesel and other
hydrocarbons. He elaborated
on how CSIR­Indian Institute
of Chemical Technology,
Hyderabad has developed a
catalyst that can be used for
conversion of waste plastics
to fuel oils. He added that
CSIR­Indian Institute of
Petroleum, Dehradun in
collaboration with GAIL
(India) Ltd. has developed a
process by which waste
polyethylene and
polypropylene type plastics
can be converted into petrol
and diesel. The estimate was
that 1 kg of waste
polyethylene and
polypropylene can be
converted to either about
600­650 ml of petrol or
700­750 ml of diesel along
with LPG, with the process
developed at the bench
scale. Why does it not
translate into action on the
ground (Editorial page, “A
plastic charter”, June 13)?
Jobson Antony,

Thrissur, Kerala

Parched towns
The water crisis that many
parts of India face is

■ Afghanistan’s unfortunate
predicament should be
attributed more to their
cricket offi��cials and the
International Cricket Council
for reversing the normally
adopted order of play in the
game. Is it not a great folly
that an untested Test cricket
greenhorn was made to take
on a top team in its maiden
debut? Basic techniques such
as straight bat, sound
footwork, and an ability to
read and adjust to the pitch
are built into the longer
version of the game. Hitting
fours and sixes will follow
later with practice. All well­
established cricketing
countries have started in this
sequence: Test, ODIs and
then Twenty­20.
Of late, the ICC and cricket
boards seem to have only
money in mind. It will be
interesting to see how long
the Afghans adjust to
constructing an innings,
brick by brick. In fact, they
should have taken on Kenya,
Ireland or the Netherlands
fi��rst.
Bellur S. Dattatri,

Bengaluru

alarming (‘Ground Zero’ page
– “When Shimla queued up
for water”, June 16). State
governments should now
think of having water meters
as mandatory in every
building so that consumption
is measured and a nominal
price per litre levied. The
culture of thinking of water
as an endless free resource
needs to end.
Paraspreet Singh,

Ludhiana, Punjab

Rigours of cricket
Afghanistan’s Test debut in
cricket, though not
memorable, is nothing to be
laughed at. There have been
matches where teams and
their stalwarts have been
done and dusted in almost
48 hours. India should be
complimented for hosting
this debut match, in
Bengaluru, despite its tall
standing in international
cricket. India’s crushing
score is bound to have
shattered the morale of the
visitors. However, all is not
lost (‘Sport’ page, “Done and
dusted in just two days”,
June 16).
R.M. Manoharan,

Chennai
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M
exico’s ruling Institutional Revolutionary Party

(PRI), which has dominated its politics for the

better part of a century, seems at risk of a de­

feat in the July 1 election. Brisk economic growth, low

infl��ation and a sharp  fall  in unemployment have not

contained the steady political slide under the corrup­

tion­tainted rule of President Enrique Peña Nieto. Si­

multaneously, the strong showing in opinion polls for

the radical left­wing frontrunner, Andrés Manuel López

Obrador  of  the  National  Regeneration  Movement,  is

linked to the peso’s sharp decline and a sense of drift.

The threat of Washington quitting the North American

Free Trade Agreement has loomed large over the latter

part of Mr. Peña Nieto’s rule. But his challenges at home

have been no less formidable. The fallout from the pol­

itical mishandling of the mysterious disappearance of

scores of children  in 2014 has been  severe. Mr. Peña

Nieto’s government has also been at the centre of a pol­

itical storm beginning with accusations that surfaced

last year of illegal funding of his 2012 election. The sack­

ing of the chief prosecutor investigating the allegations

eroded the credibility of the government’s attempts to

combat  graft.  Earlier  this  year,  Mexico’s  Congress

blocked  investigations  into  allegations  of  bribes  re­

ceived by public fi��gures from a Brazilian fi��rm. Offi��cial

assertions that corruption was more a matter of percep­

tion  than  of  scale  have  deepened  public  scepticism

about the government’s intentions.

Mr. López Obrador, a three­time contender for the

presidency  and  former  Mayor  of  Mexico  City,  has

sought  to  capitalise  on  this  widespread  disenchant­

ment. While his rhetoric may sound too simplistic, vo­

ters could well  give him  the benefi��t of  the doubt  for

want of an alternative. All the same, Mr. López Obra­

dor’s rising popularity has sent jitters across the energy

industry over the future of the contracts for oil explora­

tion in the Gulf of Mexico. Meanwhile, the PRI has de­

signated José Antonio Meade, who has held key ministe­

rial portfolios in the present and earlier conservative

governments, as a presidential candidate. (Presidents

are allowed just the one term in Mexico.) The calcula­

tion  is  that  the  technocrat’s  independence  from  any

party affi��liation could broaden his appeal and, by impli­

cation, of the PRI with the electorate at large. Whatever

the outcome on July 1, Mexico’s transition through the

ballot seems an integral feature of the country’s polity.

This is no mean achievement in Latin America, where

extensions of presidential terms through constitutional

fi��at are routine. And going forward, FIFA’s decision to

award the 2026 World Cup to the three NAFTA nations

— Mexico, with the U.S. and Canada — will possibly lead

to a more conducive overall climate in the region.

Change in Mexico?
The ruling party faces an uphill battle 

ahead of the presidential election 

I
ndia’s water crisis is clear and present, with implica­

tions for the health of the entire population. Accord­

ing to the Composite Water Management Index de­

veloped by Niti Aayog, 70% of the water resources are

identifi��ed as polluted. This is based primarily on data

supplied by States for calculating the index. If the water

accessible to millions is contaminated, the problem is

infi��nitely worse than that of availability. The system of

ratings for States is based on their performance in aug­

menting water resources and watersheds, investing in

infrastructure, providing rural and urban drinking wa­

ter, and encouraging effi��cient agricultural use. It pres­

umes that this ‘hall of fame’ approach will foster “com­

petitive  and  cooperative  federalism”.  What  emerges

from the early assessment is that States such as Gujarat,

Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Maha­

rashtra, Punjab and Telangana have initiated reforms

for judicious water use, while populous ones such as Ut­

tar  Pradesh  and  Bihar  have  failed  to  respond  to  the

challenge.  Tamil  Nadu,  which  has  a  middling  score,

does  well  on  augmentation  of  water  sources,  but  is

abysmally poor in ensuring sustainable use for farming.

The trends that the data refl��ect of high to extreme stress

faced by 600 million people call for speedy reforms.

Two areas that need urgent measures are augmenta­

tion of watersheds that can store more good water, for

use in agriculture and to serve habitations, and strict

pollution  control  enforcement.  In  this  context,  the

Committee on Restructuring the Central Water Com­

mission and the Central Ground Water Board, chaired

by Mihir Shah, has called for a user­centric approach to

water management, especially in agriculture. It advo­

cates decentralisation of irrigation commands, off��ering

higher fi��nancial fl��ows to well­performing States through

a National Irrigation Management Fund. Clearly, award­

ing an index rank should help advance such schemes,

making States feel the need to be competitive. Yet, such

approaches may not resolve seemingly intractable in­

ter­State river disputes. As  the Cauvery  issue has de­

monstrated, State governments would rather seek judi­

cial intervention than be accused of bartering away the

rights to a precious resource under a shared, coopera­

tive framework. Groundwater extraction patterns need

to be better understood through robust data collection;

less than 5% of about 12 million wells are now under stu­

dy. Steady urbanisation calls for a new management pa­

radigm,  augmenting  sources  of  clean  drinking  water

supply and treatment technologies that will encourage

reuse. Pollution can be curbed by levying suitable costs.

These forward­looking changes would need revamped

national and State institutions, and updated laws. A le­

gal mandate will work better than just competition and

cooperation; it would make governments accountable. 

Parched or polluted
Urgent reforms are needed to deal with

the acute water stress in most of India 
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A
revolt in the ranks at technology
giant Google may have changed
the course of research in artificial
intelligence. In a blog released last

week, Google CEO Sundar Pichai laid out
seven key ethical principles that the com-
pany will apply in choosing AI projects. In
addition, Google also promises to avoid
deploying AI for use in “technologies that are
likely to cause harm”, or in weapons devel-
opment, or surveillance that contravenes
human rights. The background to this dec-
laration is even more interesting. Google
was working on “Project Maven”, an initia-
tive funded by the US Department of
Defense, which aims to develop better image

processing for military drones. Project
Maven was to develop a customised AI sur-
veillance engine that used “Wide Area
Motion Imagery” data captured by drones to
detect vehicles and other objects and track
their motion. The potential applications
include those being used to enable drones to
autonomously bomb targets without clear-
ance from a human being. The project cre-
ated significant consternation within the
company. 

In fact, over a dozen of Google's best
engineers resigned in protesr, another 4,000
petitioned the management to terminate
the contract outright. The uproar was so
deafening that Google had to come out and

promise to not renew the deal upon its com-
pletion next year. Google has now done just
that, cancelling Project Maven and releasing
a set of seven principles as well as the “no-
go” R&D areas. The seven principles, it says
it will implement, are as follows: AI applica-
tions must be socially beneficial; avoid cre-
ating or reinforcing unfair bias; be built and
tested for safety; be accountable to the peo-
ple; incorporate privacy design principles;
uphold high standards of scientific excel-
lence; and be made available only for uses
according to these principles. The no-go
areas are technologies that cause, or are like-
ly to cause, overall harm. Where there is a
material risk of harm, Google will proceed
“only where we believe that the benefits sub-
stantially outweigh the risks, and will incor-
porate appropriate safety constraints”; it will
avoid weapons or other technologies whose
principal purpose is to cause or directly facil-
itate injury to people; technologies that gath-

er or use information for surveillance, vio-
lating internationally accepted norms; and
technologies whose purpose contravenes
widely accepted principles of international
law and human rights. 

However, Mr Pichai’s blog did state
that the company would continue to work
to develop military applications in areas
such as cybersecurity, military training
and recruitment, veterans’ healthcare, and
search and rescue operations. In addition,
a close reading will show that there is
ample wiggle-room and subjectivity with-
in these broad statements, given clauses
such as “where we believe benefits out-
weigh risks” and “appropriate safety con-
straints”. Given that a lot of AI could be
multi-use, it is possible that capabilities
developed for an apparently peaceful pur-
pose could be weaponised, or turned into
tools for surveillance. 

But this is just a beginning. This is the

first time that any multinational corpora-
tion at the cutting-edge of AI research is
owning up to any sort of moral and ethical
responsibility. It is also notable that this
statement of principles came about as a
result of a mass movement, where a very
large number of domain experts went pub-
lic with their qualms. There are many other
companies involved in AI research and some
will be tempted to ignore this “ethical blue-
print” and muscle into the areas Google is
vacating. But the pool of researchers actual-
ly capable of doing this work is not that large
and domain experts in other companies may
now be emboldened to demand similar eth-
ical commitments from their respective
employers. To that extent, Google should be
commended. However, Mr Pichai could have
perhaps done better by stating  whether any
form of enforcement mechanism will exist
or what sorts of penalties the company will
incur should it violate the new guidelines. 

ARINDAM GUPTA

Now that the second phase of the Pradhan
Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY), the BJP-led
Union government’s landmark step towards

financial inclusion, is going to close on August 14 this
year, an analysis of its achievements and shortcom-
ings would be in order.

Though the scheme has been a success, it is
strange to note that most banks have stopped open-
ing accounts under the PMJDY, perhaps as part of a
hidden policy of giving it a quiet burial, except for a
few like SBI, which are continuing with the older ver-
sion of the zero balance basic savings bank deposit
(BSBD) account. The pace of financial inclusion has
become slow after achieving a peak of 80 per cent
bank account ownership among the eligible popula-
tion, although 48 per cent of the accounts have been
found inactive.

Recently, the World Bank’s Global Findex (2017)
has reported such figures for India. Also, it must not
be forgotten that before the Jan Dhan was introduced,
the bank account ownership rate had increased from
35 per cent in 2011 to 53 per cent in 2014, according to
the report. During the first phase of the Financial
Inclusion Programme (FIP), 2010-13, about 150 million
accounts had been opened.

Since its beginning in August 2014, the PMJDY
made spectacular progress until recently, creating
a revolution of sorts by making possible the open-
ing of an account only with a photograph, and with-
out having to give residence proof. However, later,
to become KYC-compliant for availing of benefits
such as getting a Rupay ATM card, credit of up to
~5,000 for an individual per family after six months
of running an account actively, automatic life insur-
ance coverage of ~30,000 and accidental insurance
coverage of ~100,000, documentation such as pro-
ducing one government photo identity card was
required. But owing to poor understanding of the
insurance requirements, the common people were
not drawn in much.

The PMJDY’s success is not an unalloyed one.
Orchestrated rumours played a role in the initial burst
of success. It was whispered that a one-time lump sum
would be credited to PMJDY accounts and that may
have attracted the poor to the scheme. Bank officials
too were under pressure to meet targets, and contin-
uously encouraged people to open accounts.

According to the current data (as of May 30), about
317 million beneficiaries have opened such accounts,
with an aggregate balance of ~807.17 billion.

Now, since the government has published its suc-
cess report on its third anniversary on August 27, 2017,
there has been no fresh announcement on its clo-
sure or continuation. But the irony of the situation is
that some 600 million BSBD accounts are to be
brought under the PMJDY to use them as a vehicle for
micro-insurance policies and pensions. Ordinarily,
BSBD accounts with a Rupay card are as good as a Jan
Dhan account, with the accident insurance coverage
(attached to a Rupay cardholder) and automatic life
insurance cover ceasing to exist after January 26,
2015, for Jan Dhan accounts.

Hence, it could be argued that the Jan Dhan
scheme, except for its overdraft facility, was not entire-
ly a novel one. It had aimed to send a feeler publicly
through the overdraft facility that assistance was
being provided to the poor with the purpose of wealth
creation and that the scheme was not just about ful-
filling the government’s commitment to wealth dis-
tribution through such means as direct benefit trans-
fers. But the much-awaited announcement that the

present overdraft facility would be doubled to make
it more effective was missing in the Union Budget of
2018. There was also no announcement about relax-
ing the monthly withdrawal limit of ~10,000 from
Jan Dhan accounts. 

The IRDA Micro-Insurance Regulations, 2005,
already existed for economically vulnerable sections
of society, with a sum of up to ~50,000 assured as life
(covering term insurance, endowment insurance or
health insurance) or general (covering hut, livestock,

instrument, personal accident
or health) insurance. The micro
insurance scheme, so far
prominently run by LIC, did
not however attract much
response.

Further, the Pradhan
Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima
Yojana and Suraksha Bima
Yojana, with provisions of auto-
debit from the beneficiary
accounts, respectively, of ~330
and ~12 annually for separate

life and accident coverage of ~200,000, were sup-
posed to open up additional opportunities for the
target population — in addition to the insurance ben-
efits attached to the Jan Dhan accounts. Also,
Swavalamban (upgraded to the Atal Pension Yojana
from June 2015), a co-contributory pension scheme
for the unorganised sector, launched in September
2010, already existed. 

Paying small insurance premiums or contribut-

ing towards the pension scheme from the bank
accounts of the target population creates a culture
of saving. If the PMJDY stays, it will be interesting to
see whether the scope of the scheme can provide a
boost to existing social security schemes like micro-
insurance or pension.

Of late, the RBI has been sending text mes-
sages, irrespective of the target group, on opening
BSBD accounts if anyone cannot maintain the
minimum balance and sticks to not more than
four debits a month. But one is not sure if such
routine attempts will be enough to sustain the
PMJDY-induced success of financial inclusion.
So, as the bell has already rung for the closure of
a vibrant scheme like the PMJDY, it has created an
atmosphere of uncertainty for financial inclusion
in the country.

With the country in the grip of a farm crisis, it
may be unwise for the government to withdraw the
scheme, particularly when there haven’t yet been
any elaborate studies on the extent of its success. No
assessment has been made about the extent to which
people living in difficult terrain such as hill regions
and tribal areas opened bank accounts through the
PMJDY in its second phase. Worse, with microfinance
institutions having been dealt a body blow by demon-
etisation, denying people the small bit of micro-lend-
ing attached to the PMJDY may turn out to be an
unpopular move.   

The writer is professor of commerce at Vidyasagar
University, West Bengal.

ANITA INDER SINGH

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
account of India’s international rela-
tions at the Shangrila dialogue in

Singapore and the SCO summit in Qingdao
underlined the country’s good ties with the
US, Russia and most Asian countries. But
“good ties” may require strenuous efforts to
balance India’s interests between the US,
Russia and China. All have different aims
and interests in Asia. 

India is in a “global strategic partnership”
with the US, which sees Russia and China as
its main security threats. But New Delhi will
defy Donald Trump’s imposition of unilateral
sanctions against Iran and Russia and buy
Russia’s S-400 and other weapons.
Compliance with American sanctions on
Iran would adversely affect India’s trade-
expanding development of Chabahar port
and the building of the International North-
South Transport Corridor, which it has initi-
ated with both Iran and Russia. Defiance of
Washington is therefore the right policy — as
long as New Delhi remembers that Russia’s
world interests do not coincide with those of
India or the US. 

Unsurprisingly, then, the “Indo-Pacific”
is an area of controversy between India,
Russia and China. Friendly with both
Washington and Moscow, India sees itself
as a central player in the
Trump administration’s “Indo-
Pacific”, which now has a new
“Indo-Pacific Command” to
maintain security there.
Significantly though, Mr Modi,
in his speech in Singapore,
highlighted India’s ambiguity
by saying that Asean was at the
centre of the Indo-Pacific.
Meanwhile, a case could be
made that as America’s main
challenger, China is the cen-
tral player in the Indian and
Pacific Oceans.

Whatever its exact definition, the “Indo-
Pacific” signifies America’s determination
to counter China’s growing power in Asia.
India will soon join the US, Australia and
Japan in a naval exercise by the Quad
across the Pacific. Yet India has assured
Russia and China that neither the Indo-
Pacific, nor the Quad, which it views as a
multilateral dialogue, is directed against
any country.

To Russia, the “Indo-Pacific” is of scant
interest for an obvious reason. Mr Trump’s
Indo-Pacific does not include Russia,
because Washington rightly does not view
Moscow as a threat in the area. Compared to
China and the US, Russia plays a weak hand
in the Indo-Pacific although it supplies arms
to India, Vietnam and China. 

India and Russia also hold different
views on territorial contests. In 2014 India
joined the US in expressing concern on mar-
itime freedom and security in the South
China Sea (SCS). Russia is neutral on the
Sino-Indian border dispute. Like Russia,
India is not a party to disputes with China
and some of its neighbours in the SCS.
Russia criticised a 2016 ruling by the

Permanent Court of Arbitration at The
Hague rejecting China’s claim over much of
the SCS. Less than two months after the rul-
ing, its warships joined Chinese naval forces
in a bilateral drill in the SCS.  

With Russia, India sees itself in a special
privileged partnership reflecting their wish to
craft a multipolar world. Meeting at Sochi in
May, Vladimir Putin and Mr Modi resolved to
take Russia-India ties to “newer heights”. In
contrast, over the last few years China and
Russia have lauded their “comprehensive
strategic partnership” as increasing “global
strategic stability” and have hailed their “best
time in history”. True, Russia’s historical-
political, and China’s economic clout over
Central Asia have created a competitive spir-
it between them. But both challenge
America’s primacy in Asia. So Russia shares
more interests with China than with any oth-
er Asian country.  

Meanwhile, as the world’s largest arms
importer, India gets most of its weapons
from Russia and the US. But its reliance on
two world rivals arouses the suspicions of
both. Last winter, Russia publicly alleged
that India had allowed the US military to
inspect a Russian submarine. Evidently,
Russia does not regard India as a reliable
friend. India denied the charge. Russia cer-
tainly has an interest in retaining India as one
of its top arms customers. It wants a deal on

the S-400 in 2018, while India
does not want to set a time-
frame for one. In contrast,
Russia first offered the S-400 to
China in 2015 and started deliv-
ery in March this year. 

Energy ties are also expand-
ing. Last year, state-owned
Rosneft became the largest single
foreign direct investor in India
when it acquired 49 per cent of
Essar Oil. India has invested
heavily in Russian oil in Siberia
and recently started buying

Russian liquefied natural gas. Like India,
China has made major investments in Russia’s
energy projects and is an important market for
Russian fuel. A Russia-China gas pipeline
which will deliver natural gas to China by 2019
is “83 per cent complete.” Moreover, Russia is
China’s top crude oil supplier. 

Overall, Sino-Russian economic ties are
strong. Since the imposition of “post-
Ukraine” sanctions on Russia in 2014, China’s
share of Russia’s foreign trade has grown and
it is now the largest single-country investor
in Russia. India accounts for 1.3 per cent of
Russia’s imports and 1.8 per cent of its
exports, China for 11 per cent and 22 per cent
respectively. Sixteen per cent of India’s
exports go the US, 0.72 per cent to Russia; 5.8
per cent of its imports come from the US, 1.9
per cent from Russia. 

India’s political and economic interests in
Asia have placed it on a slippery interna-
tional path. It must tread carefully to max-
imise its options with the US, Russia and
China. That will be an outstanding diplo-
matic feat.  

The writer is Founding Professor, Centre for Peace
and Conflict Resolution, New Delhi

On June 6, Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Mehbooba
Mufti warned that “militants were desperate to sabotage the
ceasefire” in place since the month of Ramzan began in
Kashmir. On June 14, a series of attacks targeted more than
just the ongoing attempt at bringing back a sense of calm to
the Valley. The attack by terrorists in Bandipora, the abduc-
tion and killing of a soldier from Pulwama, and the murder of
Shujaat Bukhari, veteran journalist and editor of Rising
Kashmir, are more than just an act of grave provocation to the
state. Bukhari was a voice both in and for Kashmir, respected
across the spectrum of politics. He was a part of the Track II
dialogue process with Pakistan. His murder, as well as the oth-
er acts of terror on June 14, carries two messages. The first is
that those engaged in acts of nihilistic violence cannot brook
an independent voice. The second is that there is a concert-
ed effort by non-state actors to hijack the political process in
Kashmir. 

It is important to remember that the Ramzan ceasefire,
despite the incidents of infiltration and militancy, has led to
discernible progress in J&K. Ms Mufti, speaking in one of a
series of public meetings earlier this month, said that the

pause in security operations “had brought great relief to the
people” of Kashmir and asked for the ceasefire to be extend-
ed. The BJP-led government at the Centre should seriously
consider its ally’s request.

The Indian Express, June 15

The end of financial inclusion?

Ethical artificial intelligence
Google’s code for new research is a creditable start 

With India in the grip of a farm crisis, it may be unwise for the government to withdraw the Pradhan
Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana, more so because there have been no elaborate studies on its impact

J&Kkillings showmilitants
want to hijackpolitical process
The stakes are high, Centre and state
should ensure this does not happen 

A national risk index, pre-
pared by the Union home
ministry with the help of the
United Nations Development
Programme, shows just how
unprepared Indian states are
to deal with natural and man-
made disasters. It factors in
not just susceptibility to natu-
ral disasters and actions taken
by the states to mitigate risk,
but also economic vulnerabil-
ities of the people — this is
key, as the underprivileged
often bear the brunt of a dis-
aster — and growing chal-
lenges posed by environmen-
tal changes. Maharashtra is
the most vulnerable state, fol-
lowed by West Bengal and
Uttar Pradesh. That states like
Uttarakhand and others in the
Northeast — prone to earth-
quakes, floods or even forest
fires — have a lower hazard

ranking indicates the woeful
state of disaster management
in the high-risk states. 

A common thread is the
combination of institutional
indifference and inertia of
public authorities when it
comes to implementing
measures that can avert a cri-
sis. All this ensures that the
preparedness of Indian states
on paper does not match the
situation on the ground. This
is worrying given that extreme
weather conditions associated
with climate change are rear-
ing their ugly head. The State
and the citizens must find
ways to establish the links
between disasters and climate
change and other conse-
quences of human depreda-
tions on the environment.

The Telegraph, June 15  

Unprepared for disasters
India’s risk mitigation plans flawed

For Congress president
Rahul Gandhi, the magical
point was the Gujarat elec-
tion result in December.
Since then, the Congress
president has pushed ahead
further. The final political
outcome in Karnataka — the
coming together of the
Congress and “secular” ally
Janata Dal(S), with no MLA
of either party defecting to
the BJP to allow the forma-
tion of a saffron government
there — has pointed the way
to the entire non-BJP
Opposition, and kept Mr
Gandhi afloat at the highest
level of politics. 

This is the background in
which the Congress chief’s
remarks in Mumbai on
Wednesday underlining the
need for a “mahagathband-
han”, or grand alliance of

Opposition parties against
the BJP-RSS, are best under-
stood. How things shape
against the present BJP-led
NDA government remains to
be seen, but it’s fair to say that
only the first steps have been
taken so far. However, in the
final analysis, it is the num-
bers won in the next Lok
Sabha election that will count
the most when it comes to fig-
uring out who or which party
will lead the “mahagath-
bandhan”. Mr Gandhi was
thus realistic when he
declined to answer a media
query on this matter. Another
factor is what happens in the
Assembly elections in
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh
and Chhattisgarh later
this year.

The Asian Age, June 15

Caution advised
Early days for Opposition unity

Managing relations with
US, Russia and China
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Finance Minister Arun Jaitley and then Minister of State for Commerce &
Industry Nirmala Sitharaman at the launch of the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana in August 2014

The PM Jan Dhan
Yojana created a
revolution by
making possible
the opening of a
bank account
with only a
photograph,
and without
having to give
residence proof 

India’s political
and economic
interests in Asia
have placed it
on a slippery
international
path. It must
tread carefully
to maximise its
options with
the US, Russia
and China 
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DATA POINT

Soviet and other leading diplomats walked out of a banquet gi­
ven here [Peking] to­night [ June 18] by the Chinese Premier,
Mr. Chou En­lai when he said the United States and the Soviet
Union had invented “nuclear colonialism”. The walk­out was
staged by the heads of missions of the USSR, East Germany,
Poland, Hungary, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia and Mongolia. The
Prime Minister, who was giving the banquet in honour of the
Tanzanian President, Mr. Julius Nyerere, said that with the nu­
clear non­proliferation treaty the United States and the Soviet
Union had given birth to a new type of colonialism – “nuclear
colonialism”. He said: “The U.S. and the USSR acting in collu­
sion recently established... a so­called  treaty covering non­
proliferation of nuclear weapons. This is nothing but a huge
plot and swindle directed against all peoples of all countries.”

FIFTY YEARS AGO JUNE 19, 1968

Envoys walk out of banquet
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FROM ARCHIVES

The Press Bureau announces [in London] that the Swedish Go­
vernment has ratified the agreement entered into in London
whereby the Allies secure the services of Swedish shipping to
the extent of four hundred thousand tons dead weight. Credits
are arranged for to the Allies in Sweden. Exports of Swedish
iron ore are regulated as between belligerent groups. Import
of Swedish paper and pulp to Britain is arranged under certain
conditions. The allies on their part facilitate importation of
stipulated quantities of foodstuff and other commodities re­
quired for Sweden’s trade and industries, subject to control
with guarantees against re­export of imported articles them­
selves or any of their products or similar articles.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 19, 1918.

Allies’ Blockade. Agreement with Sweden.

Filter bubble

Media

This  refers  to  an  intellec­
tual state wherein a person
is exposed primarily to in­
formation  that  is  consis­
tent with her prior beliefs.
Such  lack  of  exposure  to
disproving or contrary in­
formation can cause rein­
forcement of false beliefs.
Filter  bubbles  are  consi­
dered to be common in the
age of social media where
algorithms  try  to  provide
Internet  users  with  news
and  other  information
based on past user data. So
even  though  it  is  easier
than  before  to  find  infor­
mation  contrary  to  one’s
beliefs,  people’s  prefe­
rences are still  reinforced
by  algorithmic  bias.  The
term was coined by Eli Par­
iser  in  his  2011  book  The
Filter Bubble.
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CONCEPTUAL

Want Bollywood to

change? Get women­

centric films to do well

bit.ly/WomenCentricFilms
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The number of legal disputes involv­
ing  property,  contract,  labour,  tax
and  corporate  laws  is  bound  to  in­
crease with an expanding economy.
How they are adjudicated by courts
not only has direct consequences for
the disputants,  but  also  shapes  the
behaviour of individuals and entities
involved  in  production,  commerce
and banking. Judicial findings also in­
fluence  decision­making  of  govern­
ment agencies, which are major ac­
tors  in  a  developing  economy.  Yet,
the Indian judiciary doesn’t seem to
fully appreciate the economic conse­
quences of its judgments.

Case studies
A case in point is a May 31, 2018 order
of the Allahabad High Court — Inde-
pendent Power Producers Associa-
tion of India v. Union of India and
Ors. The court has ruled that bank­
ruptcy proceedings cannot be start­
ed against a power company unless
the company is a wilful loan defaul­
ter.  It did not  factor  in  the  issue of
viability of the project. As such, the
‘wilfulness’  condition  is  hard  to
prove. Nonetheless, the ruling is one
of the less problematic ones. 

Consider  another  judgment,  this
time from the Supreme Court (SC) in
Rameshwar and Ors v. State of Ha-
ryana and Ors (2018). Here, the dis­
pute  involved 688 acres of  land  for
which the then Haryana government
had  issued  an  acquisition  notifica­
tion in 2007. As soon as the notifica­
tion was  issued, developers  started
approaching  owners  to  buy  their
land. Since the official compensation
was going to be meagre, many own­
ers sold their land at throwaway pric­
es. Later, the government decided to
drop  the acquisition plan. By  then,
hundreds  of  acres  had  been  pur­
chased  by  builders  through  such
deals.  In  flagrant  disregard  for  the
rules, the State authorities not only
approved the land deals but further
obliged the builders with regulatory
approvals.  Unsurprisingly,  the  SC
held the State’s decision a fraud, act­
ed out through an unholy nexus bet­

ween the officials and the builders.
As the owners sold their land un­

der  duress  and  on  unconscionable
terms, the land should have been res­
tored to them by declaring the deals
infructuous. However, the SC hand­
ed over the land to the State govern­
ment. 

In Uddar Gagan Properties Ltd v.
Sant Singh & Ors (2016), at dispute
were 280 acres of land under acquisi­
tion in 2005. The land was illegally
transferred  to  developers  through
dubious deals approved by the then
Haryana government. Here too, the
SC handed over the land to the offi­
cial agency that was an active partn­
er in the fraud. Farmers were forced
to accept paltry compensations. 

Through such judgments, the jud­
iciary has failed not only to protect
the legitimate rights of owners, but
also to provide economic justice en­
shrined in Article 38 of the Constitu­
tion. Moreover, the court has trans­
ferred  land,  a  precious  economic
resource, from those who own, need
and  use  it  to  governments who  do
not  need  it  by  their  own  accord.
Transfers  have  been  forced  for  a
cause known neither to the benefici­
ary governments nor to the judiciary.
It  is due  to  the perverse  incentives
created by such  judgments  that go­
vernment  agencies  abuse  laws  and
are sitting on a massive stock of un­
used  land, which would have been
put  to  more  productive  use  by  its
owners.

Several infrastructure projects are
being held up due  to  judicial  inter­
ventions  in  the  bidding  process.

Courts should realise that the quality
of infrastructure assets and the tech­
nical capability of contractors to de­
liver  them  are  serious  issues.  The
mere difference in prices demanded
by the bidder may or may not be a
decisive factor. On the contrary, the
court’s  intervention  can  delay  the
project, escalating its cost far more
than any possible gains from ruling
in favour of the lowest price bidder.

Courts’  interpretation  of  conces­
sion  contracts  also  seem  to  be  un­
mindful of consequences for  future
user­fee based projects. In the Delhi­
Noida­Direct flyway case (2016), the
Allahabad High  Court  struck  down
an  explicit  contract  term  dealing
with the calculation of costs and pro­
fit for the private partner. The court
held it to be “arbitrary and opposed
to public policy”,  and  the profit  to
the company as “super­normal”. In
this case, the problem is not the con­
tract  terms but  their manipulation.
With the help of experts it is possible
to  assess  construction  and mainte­
nance costs for road projects. Rather
than  setting  aside  an  explicit  con­
tract term, the court should have or­
dered a transparent implementation
mechanism.  Moreover,  the  govern­
ment  authority  should  be  held  ac­
countable for dereliction of duty in
not raising and settling the issue with
the help of experts.

Sure,  courts  should  interpret  a
contract  and  cut  into  its  terms  if
found  unconscionable.  However,
this should be done sparingly and af­
ter meeting high standards, especial­
ly  for  contracts  awarded  through

competitive bidding. Otherwise, jud­
icial  interventions  can  undermine
the sense of security that comes from
signing contracts, thereby discourag­
ing investment.

A public good
The adjudication process can serve
as a public good. By clarifying the law
it can reduce legal uncertainty. This
in  turn  reduces  legal  disputes  and
costs  associated  with  investments
and other economic decisions. Con­
sequently,  economic  activities  get
promoted. Casual and unpredictable
adjudication has the opposite effect.

Fortunately some judges seem to
have taken note. Shivashakti Sugars
Limited v. Shree Renuka Sugar Limit-
ed and Ors (2017) is a landmark judg­
ment delivered by justices A.K. Sikri
and A.M. Sapre. It not only admitted
the role of economic reasoning in ad­
judication, but pushed for the inter­
discipline between law and econom­
ics to serve the developmental needs
of the country. In situations where al­
ternative views are possible or whe­
rever discretion is available, the two
judges  have  argued  for  the  view
which subserves  the country’s eco­
nomic interest. They have exhorted
the courts to avoid outcomes which
can have adverse effects on employ­
ment, growth of  infrastructure,  the
economy or the revenue of the State.

An  economic  analysis  of  the  law
and disputes is welcome but courts
should not go overboard. First, treat­
ing economic growth and  the reve­
nue of the state as public purposes is
walking on a slippery slope. Second,
even for genuinely public purposes,
economic  efficiency  cannot  justify
the  trampling of  legal  or  economic
rights at stake. Adjudication of such
cases requires a cost­benefit analysis
of a different kind.  Infringement of
individual rights can be considered
only if it is absolutely necessary. The
situation should be such that public
purpose cannot be achieved without
putting  limitations  on  individual
rights.  Moreover,  the  degree  of  in­
fringement  should  be  minimum  to
realise the purpose. It should not cut
too  deep.  Finally,  infringement
should  follow  the  proportionality
principle — the social benefit must be
commensurate with the seriousness
of the infringement.

Ram Singh is Professor, Delhi School of
Economics

The judiciary doesn’t seem to fully appreciate the economic consequences of its judgments

Acres of contention 

Ram Singh 
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The  growth  of  data  has  been  exponential.
According to an IBM report, 2.5 quintillion
bytes of data are created per day. This has
created a new class of professionals — data
scientists.  The  question  is,  is  data  science
another ‘hot’ job or a new form of science?
In the Hollywood movie 21, six students, bril­
liant  with  numbers,  make  money  at  the
blackjack tables of Las Vegas casinos by us­
ing numbers, codes, and hand gestures. Can
we call them data scientists? 

The ‘fourth paradigm’
In 2009, pioneering computer scientist Jim
Gray argued that data science is the “fourth
paradigm” of science, the other three being
empirical, theoretical and computational pa­
radigms. In terms of the volume of data to be
handled nowadays, it certainly sounds sensi­
ble. However, data have always played a ma­
jor role  in scientific developments and the
growth of knowledge, not  just now. About
two centuries ago, Charles Darwin’s theory
of natural selection was largely based on ob­
servational data that he collected during his
voyages around the world. About 150 years
back, Gregor Mendel developed the laws of
Mendelian inheritance from the the data he
collected from his experiments on peas. So,
historically,  science  has  been  data­driven.
What has changed is that with the Internet,
there is more data available now. 

Statistics, according to the American Sta­
tistical Association, is the “science of learn­
ing from data”. So there is huge scope of con­
fusing data science with statistics. Statistics
is a data­driven science, but  it  focusses on
developing theories based on data insights.
In the early 1900s, William Gosset, under the
pseudonym  Student,  used  the  Guinness
brewery  data  to  develop  the  famous  Stu­
dent’s t­distribution. Was he a data scientist?
Important  theories of  statistics were deve­
loped by small data quite often. Take an in­
teresting example from the 1930s. A woman
colleague of the legendary statistician R.A.
Fisher  claimed  that  she  could  identify
whether tea or milk was added first to a cup.
In order to verify this, Fisher prepared eight
cups of tea, of which milk was added first in
four cups. The woman could correctly iden­
tify six cups, three from each group. Fisher
analysed  the  data  by  his  newly  developed
Fisher’s  exact  test. Half  a  century on,  this

‘Lady  Tasting  Tea’  experiment  would  be
treated as one of the two supporting pillars
of the randomisation analysis of experimen­
tal data. There is no doubt that statistics was
primarily data­driven. In 1997, C.F.  Jeff Wu
gave a famous lecture entitled “Statistics=Da­
ta Science?” at  the University of Michigan.
The confusion somewhat continues till date.

Incidentally,  the  term  data  science  was
used  initially  as  a  substitute  for  computer
science by Peter Naur in 1960. His book Con-
cise Survey of Computer Methods defines da­
ta science as “the science of dealing with da­
ta.”  ‘Dealing’  certainly  includes  cleaning,
processing, storing and manipulating data,
and the subsequent analyses of data. 

Today, people expect  a data  scientist  to
know mathematics and algorithms, experi­
mental design, engineering chops, and com­
munication and management skills. A jack of
all trades cannot be the master of anything.
Yet people struggle to decide whether data
science is statistics on a high capacity com­
puter  or  not.  More  importantly,  is  a  data
scientist someone who is better in statistics
than  any  software  engineer,  and  better  in
software engineering than any statistician?
Does data lead to “the end of theory”? 

Small and big data
To me, data science appears to be a technol­
ogy rather than a science, at least in its pre­
sent form. Should we then call it data tech­
nology? A Harvard Business Review article
of 2012 concludes that a hybrid of data hack­
er, analyst, communicator and trusted advis­
er makes a successful data scientist. A con­
siderable part of the work of a data scientist
is data cleansing. That is surely not the de­
scription of a statistician.

With the ocean of data at hand, the scope
of data science might look limitless. Howev­
er, due to the very nature of the expertise,
over time, softwares will invariably take up
much of the work of data scientists. For ex­
ample, existing tools like Tableau have alrea­
dy eased the task of data visualisation.

In response to the new technological de­
mand,  statistics,  the  subject, did not  com­
pletely  surrender  to  the new hype of han­
dling waves of data, and thus paved the way
for developing a new set of experts. Many
types of  small  data  are of  great  challenge,
even in this era of big data. Thankfully, statis­
tics did not detract itself from the principle
of theorising from data, big or small. We are
possibly heading towards an era of softwares
and algorithms. A shade of uncertainty re­
mains with the advent of data science. 

Atanu Biswas is Professor of Statistics, Indian
Statistical Institute, Kolkata

Is data science the same
as statistics? 
The confusion continues till date 

ATANU BISWAS 

Recently, an advertorial in a major En­
glish­language newspaper for a show
called  ‘Zindagi  Ke  Crossroads’,  on  a
leading TV channel, led with the bold
red  headline:  “Mother  asked  to  kill
her own child.” This might work as an
attention­grabber, but for anyone con­

cerned about reproductive rights — and that should be all of
us — it is potentially traumatic. For any woman who has un­
dergone an abortion, this amounts to public mockery of a
difficult decision.

Even allowing for the fact that viewership for prime­time
reality  shows  in  India  is  extremely  competitive,  and  that
provocative advertising and content are par for the course,
the  strident  quality  of  this  advertisement, which  filled  a
quarter of the front page of the newspaper, amounted to
cocking a snook at women’s reproductive rights. While the
advertisement went on  to accuse women who choose an
abortion of trying to play god, and virtually denied women
choice in this matter, I would like to reflect upon how, in
such cases, language and imagery can impact perception.

Unplanned pregnancy is a huge and common problem.
When abortion services are provided by qualified personnel
in appropriate settings it is one of the safest medical proce­
dures known. Yet, in India many women die every day and
hundreds undergo life­threatening complications trying to
seek abortions simply because of the lack of access at the
last mile. This scarcity stems in part from a combination of
resource and  infrastructure  shortages, but  it  is  also built
around the cultural stigmatisation of abortion. Advertising
agencies and news channels can either mitigate or exacer­
bate these stigmas depending on the words and images they
use.

In this case, the advertising preview appeared to juxta­
pose two options facing the mother in question: give birth to
a child with special needs or stop the breathing of the child
in the womb. How is this framing of the issue fair to any of
the parties involved? Is it not reducing the much­debated
and complex issue of choice versus right to life to a tawdry
sound bite for the sake of TRP ratings?

Even more alarming was the fact that viewers were asked
to vote on this issue through an opinion poll. Ultimately, and
to echo the statement by the Supreme Court in the right to
privacy judgment last year, the decision to continue or end a
pregnancy is a woman’s to make, and lies firmly within her
right to privacy. Even if the show had fictional characters,
the very notion of an opinion poll suggests that public opi­
nion ought to influence a woman’s reproductive choices.

Debate around a globally contentious issue such as abor­
tion is certainly to be encouraged at a community level. Ho­
wever no democratic, progressive nation ought to foster the
notion  that ultimately a woman’s  reproductive  rights  are
anything but unequivocally her own.

The writer is the Secretary General of the Federation of Obstetric and
Gynaecological Societies of India
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Crass framing 
A recently published advertorial on
abortion reduced a complex issue 
to a sound bite 

Jaydeep Tank 
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the  common  law  rather
than  under  the  civil  law.
To be precise, female HIV
infection  rates  are  25%
higher  in  common  law
countries.  But  how  can
the legal system in a coun­
try  possibly  explain  the
prevalence of HIV?

Legal rights
Anderson argues that the
answer  lies  in  the  diffe­
rence  in  legal  rights  that
the common law and the
civil  law  grant women  in
the  continent.  For  in­
stance,  the  common  law
does  not  provide African
women much  in  the way
of  property  rights  after
marriage.  This  under­
mines the bargaining pow­
er of women within their
families and increases the
chances  of  them  being
forced to engage in unpro­
tected sex with their hus­
bands. 

The  civil  law,  on  the
other hand, offers women
better  marital  property
rights. Women are recog­

According to the Joint Un­
ited  Nations  Programme
on  HIV/AIDS,  about  80%
of  women  in  the  world
who are infected with HIV
infections are in Africa. In
fact, Africa is the only geo­
graphical area where wo­
men  outnumber  men
when it comes to being af­
fected by HIV, a virus that
is  transmitted  largely
through  unprotected  sex
and  which  damages  the
immune system. However,
the prevalence of HIV  in­
fections  is  not  uniform
across  Africa.  Women  in
some  African  countries
are  significantly more  af­
fected  by  the  virus  than
others. 

“Legal  origins  and  fe­
male HIV”,  a  2018  paper
by  Siwan  Anderson  pu­
blished  in  the  American
Economic Review, finds
that  HIV  prevalence
among African women  is
higher  in  countries  that
had  their  legal  origins  in

nised for the unpaid work
that they perform in their
households,  offered  the
right to joint ownership of
all  property  under  mar­
riage, and also offered ex­
plicit  protection  in  the
case of a divorce. This, in
turn,  provides  these  wo­
men with better  bargain­
ing  power  within  their
households and increases
their chances of negotiat­
ing safe sex.

The  study  highlights
how people’s behaviour is
influenced  by  the  cost
they need to pay for their
actions. When men faced
the threat of legal sanction
for  abusing women,  they
had  more  reason  to  res­
pect women’s rights. 

The  paper,  however,
stops short of trying to es­
tablish whether it is better
laws  that  improved  the
status of women  in  these
countries or if it is the im­
proved status of women in
a society that caused gen­
der­neutral  laws  to  be
framed.

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC
CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

ABSTRACT 

Women’s rights and personal choice 

How a country’s legal system may explain HIV prevalence

Prashanth Perumal 

https://t.me/pdf4exams https://www.estore33.com/ https://t.me/TheHindu_Zone_official



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

NOIDA/DELHI THE HINDU 

TUESDAY, JUNE 19, 20188
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

CM
YK

A ND-NDE

EDITORIAL

T.P. Sreenivasan

T
he  Nobel  Peace  Prize has
been  conferred  on  interna­
tional  organisations which

simply do their  job and even the
promoters of impractical disarma­
ment initiatives, while the real is­
sues that involve the very survival
of mankind cry out for out­of­the­
box solutions. 

Three festering situations which
guarantee  this  Nobel  for  anyone
who can break the impasse are Ko­
rea, Palestine and Kashmir. There
is  no  dearth  of  proposals  to  re­
solve them but they elude accep­
tance  as  the  parties  concerned
have  adopted  ironclad  positions.
The traditional approach is to let
things be. 

Till very recently, North Korea
was a clear case of a  total  freeze
being preferable to any meddling
that  might  cause  an  escalation.
With  a  mix  of  authoritarianism,
holding out nuclear threats and ir­
rational  behaviour,  three  genera­
tions  of  Kims  held  the  world  to

ransom while successive U.S. Pre­
sidents followed a carrot and stick
approach  to  keep  things  within
manageable limits. 

Slow progress
Then came a U.S. President with a
clearly disruptionist policy and no
fear  of  consequences.  War,  he
said,  was  an  option  if  leaders
starved their people, violated their
human rights and threatened the
world itself with a nuclear war. Af­
ter much sabre rattling and the use
of  undiplomatic  language,  both
leaders (of the U.S. and North Ko­
rea)  came  to  the  conclusion  that
peace should be the preferred op­
tion  and  took  hesitant  steps that
were  unthinkable  even  a  few
months ago. A summit was an on­
again, off­again concept till Donald
Trump and Kim Jong­un reached
Sentosa island in Singapore.

The outcome, on June 12, which
made the world heave a sigh of re­
lief,  was  characterised  as  a  com­
prehensive  document.  In  fact,
there is nothing in the document
which was not agreed in 1994 and
2005.  Though  it  is  a  four­point
document, in actual fact it is noth­
ing more than a declaration of in­
tent. Crucial issues such as denu­
clearisation  and  a  guarantee  of
security remain undefined. There

is no timeframe either for any of
the proposals. There could be ma­
ny a slip between the cup and the
lip.  Still,  a  grateful  world  has
hailed  it  as  real  progress  and
called for the Nobel for Mr. Trump
and Mr. Kim.

If one considers where the two
leaders  started  from  and  where
they have reached, there could be
some justification to reward them
for  switching  gears  from  war  to
peace. But  they  are  unworthy  of
the honour if one is to go by their
past records. 

The  number  of  bilateral  and
multilateral  agreements  that  Mr.
Trump has sacrificed and his irra­
tional agendas cannot be forgotten
just because of what he has decid­
ed  on  North  Korea.  Mr.  Kim,  on
the other hand, was till the other

day  the  butcher  of  North  Korea
where his  family oppressed their
people, starved them and used the
nation’s  resources  to  splurge  on
weapons of mass destruction. He
has blood on his hands.

Candidate Moon
Instead,  the  person  who  should
get the Nobel was not on Sentosa.
South Korean President Moon Jae­
in — who is the real peace maker —
was  in  Seoul,  thinking  about  the
two  leaders whose decisions will
be critical for his country and the
wider region. 

What Mr. Moon worked on for
long  and  finally  accomplished  is
nothing  short  of  a  miracle  given
the stances adopted by Mr. Trump
and Mr. Kim before he set out on
his journey to explore peace. With
determination, charm and  incor­
rigible optimism, he stuck his neck
out, ready to pay a price if his ef­
forts failed. He knew that his coun­
try would be  the first  to  face  the
fire and fury that Mr. Trump had
talked  about.  He  even  allowed,
without hesitation, a South Korean
official to announce the news of a
possible  thaw  from  the  lawns  of
the White House.

Mr. Moon has an impeccable re­
cord of integrity, poise and sincer­
ity.  In  late  April,  the  world

watched in awe as he warmly wel­
comed  Mr.  Kim  in  the  demilitar­
ised zone at the start of a historic
summit.  He  even  unhesitatingly
stepped  on  to  North  Korean  soil
when asked to by Mr. Kim and the
agreement  they  reached  in the
path  of  peace  was  unequivocal.
The  transparency and  dignity  of
Mr. Moon is a model worth emulat­
ing. 

Another  reason  why  it  should
be Mr. Moon who should get  the
Nobel  is  because  it  is  he  who
brought the warring sides togeth­
er. The Sentosa document is a con­
cept while the summit is a reality.
Moreover, Mr. Moon has a crucial
role as both peacemaker and sta­
keholder. He should be enabled to
come  to  terms  with  Mr.  Trump’s
impulsive  decision  to  suspend
joint military exercises with South
Korea, as a concession announced
after  the  Sentosa  meet.  Even  if
peace eludes the Korean Peninsula
for some time, Mr. Moon’s skilful
diplomacy  should  not  go
unrewarded.

T.P. Sreenivasan, a former diplomat, is

Chairman, Academic Council and

Director, NSS Academy of Civil Services,

and also Director General, Kerala

International Centre,

Thiruvananthapuram

The spirit of Sentosa
South Korean President Moon Jae­in’s skilful diplomacy is worthy of the Nobel Peace Prize
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O
ver the last few days a storm
has  been  raised  following
publication of an article in

The Hindu ( June 12, 2018) based on
a leaked WhatsApp message from
the head of the National Organ and
Tissue  Transplant  Organisation
(NOTTO) claiming that foreign pa­
tients who are waiting for a donor
heart transplant are being priori­
tised over Indian patients by priv­
ate hospitals in Chennai. This arti­
cle  has  angered  many.
Unfortunately, amidst the din, the
basic concepts of organ donation,
allocation  and  transplantation
have been completely lost.

Tamil Nadu’s advantage
A forward  thinking  bureaucracy,
committed non­governmental or­
ganisations and a willing political
dispensation  took  up  promotion
of  cadaver  organ  donation  as  a
must­have  in Tamil Nadu around
10 years ago. This was primarily in
response  to  a  widely  publicised
and  unrelated  kidney  donation
racket unearthed in the late 1990s.
The initial kick­start and continu­
ing efforts have made Tamil Nadu
the undisputed leader in organ do­
nation in India. Thousands of lives
have  been  saved  through  organ
donation.

Many southern States have suc­
cessfully  emulated  Tamil  Nadu’s
road map and have developed or­
gan  donation  programmes  on
their own. The uptake of the con­
cept of organ donation, however,
has  been  disappointing  in  north
India.  This  has  led  to  a  steady
stream of patients from north In­

dia to travel to the south for a ca­
daver donor organ as their chance
of  getting  a  timely  transplant  in
their  own  State  is  close  to  zero.
While the organ donation rate  in
Tamil Nadu is over 10 times grea­
ter  than  most  of  the  northern
States, there is a lot of work to be
done to achieve the West’s dona­
tion rates.

Every country goes through an
evolution process  in  terms of or­
gan donation, and this is different
for each organ. Kidney transplan­
tation has been practised in India
for over 25 years. There is public
confidence in the procedure, and
it is not surprising that there is a
massive  waiting  list  for  cadaver
kidney  transplants.  On  the  other
hand,  liver  transplant  as  a  treat­
ment  option  for  liver  failure  re­
mained  an  esoteric  idea  in  India
until 10­15 years ago. The results of
liver transplantation in India were
poor in the early stages. That has
changed in the last 10 years. With
increasing success, an  increasing
number of patients who need a liv­
er  transplant  are  getting  waitlist­
ed. So there is no real possibility of
a foreigner getting a cadaver liver
or kidney in India, as there will al­
ways be a patient to whom a donor
liver or kidney, irrespective of its
characteristics  can  be  matched.
Among 2,100 liver transplants per­
formed by our group in south In­
dia over the last nine years, not a
single  foreign  patient  has  been
transplanted  with  a  cadaveric
liver.

Heart transplants
Cardiac and  lung  transplantation
have been the last to develop in In­
dia. Until five years ago, results of
heart  and  lung  transplantation
were  dismal  in  India.  Many  doc­
tors  would  have  been  reticent  to
put their patients forward for tran­
splantation  even  if  they  would
have  benefitted  from  the  treat­

ment. However, over the last two­
three years, results have improved
significantly with the influx of ta­
lented and trained surgeons. But
the  number  of  patients  being  as­
sessed and listed are still fewer in
comparison to those listed for liv­
ers  or  kidneys.  Waiting  lists  for
heart  transplantation  are  still
small,  and  in  such  a  situation
while a donor liver or kidney can
be immediately matched to a suita­
ble  Indian  patient,  this  is  not  al­
ways possible for a heart or lungs.

This is where the claim for uti­
lising  the  organ  for  a  foreign  pa­
tient comes in as otherwise the or­
gan would be wasted. Even though
occasional  abuse  of  the  system
may be a possibility, it is important
to point out that even with the cur­
rent  practice  of  allocating  an  or­
gan to a foreigner when there is no
suitable Indian patient, one­third
of all hearts and lungs are still not
being used due to “lack of a suita­
ble recipient”. As public and phys­
ician confidence in the success of
heart and lung transplantation im­
proves in India, the waiting list of
Indian patients will increase and it
will be possible to match every or­
gan  to  a  suitable  Indian  patient.
Once that stage is reached, there
will not be even a remote possibil­
ity of a foreigner getting an organ.

An  additional  issue  with  heart
and  lung  transplantation  is  the
strict criteria for size and quality

and  the  very  tight  timeframes
within which these organs should
be  transplanted.  While  a  kidney
can  be  preserved  for  12­18  hours
and a  liver  for 8­12 hours, hearts
and lungs should be transplanted
within  six  hours,  otherwise  out­
comes  are  likely  to  be  poor.  So
while sharing of livers and kidneys
across the country is possible, it is
very difficult as far as hearts and
lungs are concerned, considering
the size of our country. In the ab­
sence of a viable and accessible air
ambulance service to transport or­
gans, feasibility will depend on the
timing  of  the  donation  and  the
flight schedules of commercial air­
lines. Remember, most organ do­
nation procedures happen in the
night  as  logistics  permit.  So,  at
least for hearts and lungs, excep­
tions notwithstanding,  sharing  is
feasible only by adjacent States.

Fine-tuning the process
What can be done to improve the
situation? The government can de­
cide that no foreigners can receive
a cadaver  donor  organ  in  India
even  if  it  means  that  an  organ  is
wasted due to lack of a suitable In­
dian recipient. But this may be an
extreme step as local governments
and  corporate  hospitals  are  still
very  interested  in  medical  tou­
rism. Another option is to develop
a system of zonalisation across the
country  (like  in  the  U.S.)  so  that
more  efficient  sharing  of  organs
across  States  is  feasible,  possibly
with the development of a public­
ly­funded  air  ambulance  service.
This will significantly benefit tran­
splant programmes in government
hospitals.

Organ donation is based on pu­
blic trust that due process is being
followed. Currently, the donation
process and organ allocation in Ta­
mil  Nadu  is  fully  monitored  by
Transplant Authority of Tamil Na­
du (TRANSTAN). Every organ that

is transplanted, even to a foreign
patient, is only done after appro­
val from TRANSTAN. The authori­
ty of course depends on the clini­
cal judgment and decisions of the
transplant team as to the best use
of each organ. The process should
be made more transparent and ac­
cessible to the public. If donation
and  the  allocation  of  each  organ
can  be  tracked,  that  will  be  a
strong deterrent to mischief. Most
importantly, the outcome of every
transplant  should  be  monitored.
TRANSTAN should make it manda­
tory that the transplanting centre
should report the outcome of the
organ  and  the  patient  with  up­
dates at one week, one month and
one year after transplantation.

Organ donation is a highly emo­
tive  topic.  When  a  family  agrees
for organ donation, they are mak­
ing  a  decision  to  be  generous  to
some  unknown  person  in  the
midst  of  a  great  personal  crisis.
For  this  to  succeed,  they  should
have utmost trust in the process of
organ  donation  and  allocation.
Even  in  highly  developed  coun­
tries, donation rates drop tempo­
rarily  when  news  of  suspicious
practices surfaces. In India, this is
even  more  important  as  contro­
versies such as these can break a
developing programme and bring
us back to square one. A reduction
in donation rate will affect patients
waiting for organs as each donor
can save up to seven lives. The is­
sue must be thoroughly investigat­
ed before newspapers and televi­
sions proclaim a “scandal”. It does
no  good  to  the  system  and  can
cause immeasurable harm to sick
patients  desperately  waiting  for
the call that “they have an organ”.

Mohamed Rela is professor of liver

surgery, King’s College Hospital, London

and Director, Institute of Liver Disease

and Transplantation, Global Hospitals

Group, Chennai

Heart of the matter
We must publicise the full information on organ allocations to secure public trust in the donation process 

Mohamed Rela
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Simultaneous polls
I am of the firm opinion
that the very idea of
conducting simultaneous
elections across the country
is absurd (“PM renews call
for debate on simultaneous
polls”, June 18). It is not as
though we have a two­party
system; in some States,
regional parties are more
powerful than the national
parties. In some others,
there are coalition
governments. There was a
coalition at the Centre for
nearly two decades.
Therefore, one cannot be
sure that governments
across the country will
complete their tenure
together. Instead of putting
forth such questionable
ideas, the current regime
should focus on educating
the masses about the value
of their votes. Candidates
must be selected on merit.
If there is the perception
that electronic voting
machines are being
tampered with, let the
authorities concerned
revert to the ballot system.
T. Anand Raj,

Chennai

■ Change must come from
within. There can be debate
on the subject based on
constructive arguments and
which involve political
theorists, domain scholars,
constitutional experts and
legal luminaries.
Devanand Vyas,

Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh

Lateral hiring
The speed with which the
government is moving ahead
to implement what can be
called “lateral entry into the
civil service” does not augur
well for the country.
Recruitment under the UPSC
is well­organised, rigid and
longstanding. It has credible
steps to ensure that a
candidate is worthy of
selection. Even after
selection, the candidate
moves up the ladder after
hands­on administrative
experience. Going ahead
with the new plan under the
reason of utilising domain
expertise is half baked. The
damage such an officer could
cause because of his lack of
experience is enormous.
What about accountability?
Rushing such a key policy

especially when we are so
close to a general election is
unwise.
I.P.P. Prabhakara Rao,

Secunderabad

AAP, politics and Delhi
The people of Delhi must be
experiencing great
discomfiture caught as they
often are in the crossfire
between Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal and the
Lieutenant Governor (“We
are not on strike, say Delhi
IAS officers”, June 18). Mr.
Kejriwal has to first ensure
that the law and order
machinery is well oiled and
IAS officers are able to
function in a safe
environment. As the name of
their party suggests, the Aam
Aadmi Party should strive to
serve the common man.
Street­level politics is
increasingly being allowed to
affect administration. The
party is wasting an
opportunity to prove its
mettle in governance. A
constant and confrontational
approach with the Centre is
bound to backfire. 
Bellur S. Dattatri,

Bengaluru

Trash mountain 
Many of us are aware of our
oceans becoming receptacles
for waste. Now it is equally
disheartening to know that
our mountains too have not
been spared (‘Life’ page,
“Mt. Everest, the highest
dump”, June 18). The
Himalayan chain is a very
fragile ecosystem and the
source of many perennial
rivers. 
The authorities concerned
must ensure that climbers
are held responsible for
waste collection. Lame
excuses such as the cost
factor should be ignored.
Flaws in the pride of
adventure should not take
over the welfare of the
environment and society. 
N. Vijai,

Coimbatore

Insensitive
The statement by the Union
Law Minister where he said,
“I wish to make it clear that
the Law Minister or the Law
Ministry is not a post office,”
is in bad taste (“Asking
collegium to review decision
not a sin: Minister”, June 12).
I vividly remember what a

Ronaldo at Sochi
The all­Iberian contest will
be remembered as one of the
best matches in FIFA World
Cup history; Cristiano
Ronaldo’s incredible hat­
trick should rank as one of its
finest moments (‘Sport’
page, “All square in Iberian
derby — Portugal holds Spain
in a pulsating encounter”,
June 17). Ronaldo is
electrifying with his on­field
exploits. He is a sheer joy to
watch.
C.G. Kuriakose,

Kothamangalam, Kerala

teacher told my classmates
and me decades ago — that
two of the important persons
in life are the postman and
the nurse. The Union
Communications Minister,
instead of passively allowing
his colleague’s unjustified
stigmatisation of an essential
service and an honourable
profession at that, should
suggest to Ravi Shankar
Prasad that they could
exchange their portfolios for
a short period; it might force
the Law Minister to take back
his words.
S.V. Ramakrishnan,

Chennai
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C
olombia’s  first  presidential  election  since  the
landmark 2016 peace deal with the FARC Marxist
guerrillas has thrown up the youngest winner in

its history. But the victory of the 41­year­old right­wing
candidate, Iván Duque, raises questions for the future
of the agreement negotiated by the Nobel Peace Prize­
winning outgoing President, Juan Manuel Santos. Mr.
Duque, a relative political novice, beat his rival, Gusta­
vo  Petro,  an  erstwhile  insurgent,  by  a  12  percentage
point margin in Sunday’s run­off. Mr. Duque’s victory is
likely  to  help  the  conservatives  further  consolidate
their gains in the Congress, where the centrists led by
Mr. Santos remain weakened. Mr. Duque’s decade­long
work experience with the Inter­American Development
Bank perhaps partly explains his programme of eco­
nomic orthodoxy — to cut corporate taxes and create a
conducive climate  for  investment  in  the oil  sector. A
protégé  of  the  conservative  former  President  Álvaro
Uribe, Mr. Duque can count on backing from his men­
tor’s Democratic Centre party. There is some concern,
however, that the veteran politician could exert undue
influence. This is especially so because Mr. Duque, like
many on the political right, has been sceptical of the
peace agreement with the rebels, and Mr. Uribe had ac­
tively opposed the referendum on the deal. The grant of
amnesty to the extremists and codified guarantees of
representation in the Congress, to ensure a smooth pas­
sage  into  the  political  mainstream,  have  proved  the
most contentious provisions. As President, Mr. Duque
may be more disposed to adopting a moderate stance.

The outcome in the run­off was not surprising given
the  steady  marginalisation  of  centrist  forces,  leaving
the field open to the extremes. In March, the contender
from  the  Revolutionary  Alternative  Common  Force
(FARC), the rebel movement refashioned as a political
party with a name that retains its former acronym, quit
the presidential race. After violent attacks on its candi­
dates, it had suspended its campaign for the Congres­
sional election. The FARC’s withdrawal from the con­
test marked a setback for the central plank of the peace
process — the rebels’ right to run for public office in re­
turn for the surrender of arms. It also illustrates the ten­
uous nature of the accord overall, as the judicial and
other mechanisms to advance its objectives are still not
in place. A return to civil peace after a protracted con­
flict, in which hundreds of thousands were killed and
many  more  displaced,  is  a  painstaking  process  that,
above all, calls for firm moral and political conviction.
The legacy Mr. Santos leaves behind is the courage he
mustered to clinch the controversial peace accord with
the perpetrators of the worst brutalities for half a centu­
ry. Mr. Duque, who assumes office in August, will be
judged in terms of the distance he can travel to make
the Colombian dream an enduring reality.

In the shadow of FARC
Iván Duque’s election as Colombia’s President

puts a question mark on the peace accord 

O
ne crisis, many causes. The immediate provoca­
tion for Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal sitting on
a dharna at the residence of the Lt. Governor

might have been a run­in with the bureaucracy, but the
crisis  is  rooted  in  the  understanding  (or  misunder­
standing) of the constitutional limits of the powers of
the elected government in the National Capital Territo­
ry of Delhi. The Aam Aadmi Party government has a
history of confrontation with the Centre on the ques­
tion of who is the administrative head of a region that is
less than a State and more than a Union Territory. Since
the party came to power in 2015, the demand for Delhi
to be given the status of a full­fledged State, allowing it
among  other  things  powers  over  the  police,  has  be­
come strident. Differences extend to  the LG’s discre­
tionary powers to appoint the Chief Secretary, with the
AAP nursing a grouse that the bureaucratic cadre came
directly under the Centre. Matters came to a head when
Chief Secretary Anshu Prakash was assaulted during a
late­night  meeting  in  Mr.  Kejriwal’s presence.  Since
then, officials have been  in a non­cooperative mode,
only attending statutory meetings, skipping what they
term are “routine” meetings and not taking phone calls
from Ministers. Mr. Kejriwal and his Cabinet colleagues
decided on the dharna in protest, but instead of forcing
a solution, they may have precipitated a crisis. Mem­
bers of the BJP responded with a dharna at the Chief Mi­
nister’s residence, completing the political spectacle. 

In adopting the politics of protest as part of its quest
to expand the powers of the elected government, the
AAP is putting governance at risk. Instead of mounting
a legal challenge to the Centre’s efforts to further curtail
the limited powers of the Delhi government, Mr. Kejri­
wal chose to respond politically. While he might like to
be seen as a constitutional  functionary whose hands
are tied by an overbearing Centre, he is coming across
as someone who is keener on a bigger fight on a bigger
stage than as one eager to fulfil his constitutional man­
date. The dharnas might end, but the underlying causes
of  the  present  crisis  will  not  disappear  without  the
Centre and the Delhi government agreeing on the terms
of engagement through the office of the Lt. Governor.
The BJP cannot mock Mr. Kejriwal out of politics; the
Centre will have to deal with him, and work jointly with
the AAP government for the welfare of Delhi’s citizens —
something it has failed to do. The way to fight the AAP
cannot be by placing handcuffs on the Delhi govern­
ment. As for the AAP, it should learn to make the best of
the system before demanding more autonomy. To push
the  constitutional  limits  to  acquire  more  meaningful
powers is fine, but it cannot be at the cost of failing to
do whatever is possible within the current framework.

Power crisis
The standoff in Delhi has placed 

everyone in a bad light 
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D
espite the many concerns and
predictably strident objections,
the government’s decision to
cautiously experiment with
bringing10 lateralhires into the

hallowed Indian Administrative Service
(IAS) is importantandnecessarybut in my
opinion, insufficient.
Few institutions are asurgently inneed

of renewalasourcivil service.While there
areplentyofextraordinaryanduprightoffi-
cers, theprevailingviewis that the IAShas
failed to keep upwith the needs ofmodern
India and has become increasingly self-
servingwith toomanyof itsofficersseenas
corrupt and compromised.
In this context, the lateral hiring of 10

joint secretaries is an important experi-
ment.Past success stories of lateral induc-
tion — such as Mantosh Sondhi, Vijay
Kelkar, Manmohan Singh and Raghuram
Rajan—havebeenoccasional rather than
systematic. It is important that an institu-
tion as vital and complex as the IAS has a
waytobothcontinuously inductnewtalent
and develop internal talent at all levels.
Done right, this will ensure a continuous
injection of new perspectives and energy.
Everysuccessfulorganisationandspecies
needs the continuous and selective intro-

I
nthefilmBasmatiBlues,Oscar-winning
actressBrieLarsonisascientistwhocre-
ates a new fast-growing super-rice and
triesto woovillagerstoswitch.Basmati

Bluesisnowatthecentre-stagebutwithanew
context.Inthisinstance,Iamreferringtothe
issueofgeographicaltaggingofBasmatirice.
India is the world’s leading producer and
exporterofBasmatiricewithanannualpro-
ductionof60 lakhtonnes.
ExpertssayBasmati isaproduceofIndia.

Countriessuchas theUShavetried toclaim
Basmatiastheirproductionbutfailedsofar.
RiceTec, a US company selling Basmati
(grownintheUS)under thetrademarkTex-
matiandKasmati,wasevengrantedaUSpat-
ent.TheCentrehasreactedandahigh-level
inter-ministerialgroupfromtheministriesof
commerceandagriculturealongwiththeAll
IndiaRiceExportersAssociationandAgricul-
tural & Processed Food Products Export
DevelopmentAuthoritywereabletofurnish
evidencetosupporttheircase.Thepatentwas
declaredvoid.
Basmati, the scented pearl, has been the

prideofoursubcontinent forcenturieswith
earliestrecordsofcultivationin1766.Scented
rice from the royal kitchens of Emperor

EveryBasmati-growing
statedeservesaGI tag
Unlike Darjeeling tea, this variety of fine rice does not
signify any indication of its geographical origin as such

AkbarincludedMushkin(redBasmati).Real
transcripts recorded in the Ain-i-Akbari,
Akbar’s16th-centurybiography,refertoBas-
matibeinggrownintheMalwaregionofMad-
hyaPradesh(MP).
AsanagriculturalscientistIamintrigued

by the response of apex bodies such as the
APEDA and the Indian Council of Agricul-
turalResearch to theGI tagging of basmati,
statingthatcertainstatessuchasMPcannot
begrantedtheGItagowingto“lackofpopular
perception”.Scientificrecordsandhistorical
documentshavebeen ignoredinthis.Factors
favouringthecultivationofBasmati—tem-
perature,humidity, daylightandsoil condi-
tions—areabundant inPunjab,UP,Uttara-
khand, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu&Kash-
mir,Delhi,HaryanaandMP.Thesearevalid
reasons for all of thembeing granted theGI
tag. “Lack of popular perception” cannot
serve as a ground for such non-inclusive
approachtotheGItaggingofBasmatirice.
“Basmati”derivesitsrootsintwoSanskrit

words “Vas”meaning “aroma” and “Mati”
meaningingrainedfromtheorigin.Hencethe
word“Basmati”means“theonecontaining
aroma”.“Basmati”doesnotpersesignifyany
indication of its geographical origin unlike
DarjeelingteaorKancheepuramsilk.Itispre-
ciselyforthisreasonthattheuseof“popular
perception”orthelackthereofasaparameter
todenystatessuchasMPanditsfarmersthe
GItagforBasmatiisbeyondcomprehension.

UmaAhuja is former professor of genetic andplant
breedng, College of Agriculture, Hisar
The views expressed are personal

n Lack of popular perception cannot serve as a ground for such a non­inclusive approach to
the Geographical Indication tagging of Basmati rice. HT FILE

RAWDEAL Statehoodwould solve
manyofDelhi’s problems
The clash between civil servants and the LG’s office
requires us to judge the situation and think of a way out

rentprotestbytheAAPisdesignedtocover
upanassaultonthetopcivilservantinthe
presence of the chief minister himself.
Althoughtheformalhearingisyettobegin,
it is a classic case of the guilty playing the
victim.
Fifth,andworse,thecurrentdeadlockis

being used to distract from a governance
failureatmultiplelevels.Thestategovern-
mentthatcametopowerridinganunprece-
dentedwaveofpopularhopehasturnedout
to be utterly inept at governance,with no
knowledgeof thegrammarofgovernance
or even the constitutional provisions. No
wonder, with the sole exception of an
improvementingovernmentschool infra-
structure, this government has little to
showbywayofanytangibleoutcome,even
wheretherewasnointerferencebytheLG.
The BJP is using this crisis to cover up
shockinglypoormunicipal governance.
Sixth, the AAP government has no

desiretoresolvethetangle;insteaditwants
the deadlock to continue and use it as an
electionshield.Thepartythatcametochal-
lenge the disease of bodypolitic is bynow
notonlyafflictedbythesamedisease,and
wantstousethiscrisistogainentryintoan
anti-BJPalliance.
Here is what needs to be done immedi-

ately to resolve the crisis. One, the CM
shouldofferanhonestapologytothechief
secretaryandothercivilservantsforwhat
his colleagues have done. With so many
apologies under his belt, that should not
havebeenaproblem.
Sincehehasn’t, inviewof largerpublic

interest, theIASofficersshouldaccepthis
latestappeal,whichisanimplicitapology,
andawithdrawalofhisearlierdemandfor
punishment toofficers.
Two, like all other state governments,

the elected government should get to
choose theofficers itwishes toworkwith.
Theexistingconstitutionalprovisionsfor
the NCT government do not come in the
wayofthisright.Three,thecentralandthe
stategovernmentshouldrequest thecon-
stitutionalbenchof theSupremeCourt to
deliver its verdict, now pending for six
months.Thatshouldclarifythedivisionof
powersforthestateandthecentralgovern-
ment at least for the remaining tenure of
theAAPgovernment.Andfinally,Parlia-
mentshouldbeginadiscussionongranting
anear-fullstatehoodfortheNationalCapi-
tal Territory of Delhi by forming a joint
committeetodisentanglethemessyadmin-
istrativedivisions.
Thesestepsmaynotguaranteegoodgov-

ernance, but thesewould leave the ruling
partiesofDelhiwithnoexcuseswhenthey
faceelections.

Yogendra Yadav is President, Swaraj India
The views expressed are personal

new hires, monitor progress and provide
crucial aircoverwhennecessary.
Anotherrisk isdispersing thenewtalent

acrossmanyministries.
To succeed, it is often helpful to have a

criticalmassofnewtalent concentrated in
afewareassothat there isamutualsupport
network.Most of all, this attempt to infuse
talentshouldbeseenaswhat it is:anexperi-
ment.Theremustbeaconsciousattempt to
learnfromthisandmakecoursecorrections
whennecessary.Merelyhiring10 individu-
als and leaving them to swim or sink will
accomplish littlemore thanmaking future
attempts evenharder.
Goodandnecessaryasthisexperimentis,

it is insufficient to change an entrenched
institution like the IAS.
ThoughtfulretiredIASofficershavecor-

n Raghuram Rajan is one of the success
stories of lateral induction MINT

PPWangchuk

The importance of discipline cannot be
underminedinanymanner.Beitonaplay-
ground,asocialfunctionorevenonthebat-
tle-field,onlythosecomeoutwinnerswho
playadisciplinedrole.
The most acceptable dictionary defini-

tionofdisciplineIcouldfindis:“Trainingor
way of life aimed at self-control and con-
formity.”Thisindicatestherequirementof
astrongwillpower,asenseofgoodandbad
and understanding the value of time. You

miss thebus just becauseyouare careless
enough to be alert and you don’t go by the
basic ways of life that are required to be
played tocometoameaningful end.
JimRohn,Americanauthorandmotiva-

tionalspeaker,saysdisciplineisthe“bridge
between the goals and the accomplish-
ment.”Thatmeansit isthatpivotalenabler
to help you surmount the obstacles that
comeyourway.Butfordiscipline,yourtal-
ent, energy, and aspirations go haywire.
Cultivating disciplinemakes you convert
yourtalent intoyourabilitytotakeonany-

thing inamucheasierway.
And then one has to keep in mind that

without discipline, one tends to shirk all
that isnobleandgoodandneedhardwork.
Asaresult,overaperiodof time,one is left
behind in the race of the noble journey of
life.Andthisbringsindevastatingfrustra-
tionandself-loathing.

(Inner Voice comprises
contributions from our readers.)
The views expressed are personal
innervoice@hindustantimes.com

DISCIPLINE IS AT THE
CORE OF OUR RACE TO
SUCCEED IN LIFE

innervoice
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P
rimeMinisterNarendraModionceagainfloatedthe
idea of simultaneous elections at the Niti Aayog
GoverningCouncilmeetingonSunday, andcalled
foravigorousdebateonthe issue.This is inkeeping
with thePM’spersonalcommitment to the ideaand

a concerted effort by the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) to create public
opinion and generate a consensus
aroundthe issue.TheLawCommissionof Indiahasalsosought
the opinions of parties and stakeholders on the idea.
ThePMhasastrongcasewhenhepushes for simultaneous

polls. There is no doubt that regular electionshave an impact
on governance. Major decisions are often taken or not taken
becauseofpoll compulsions.Leaderswhoshouldbe immersed
in the taskofgovernanceareactuallybusycampaigning.Both
the government, and each party, incur tremendous expendi-
ture.Therecouldwellbearationalisationofexpenses,predict-
ability and stability in policymaking, andmore focus on gov-
ernance if thisoccurs.At thesametime, thereareconcerns.For
one, there is amajor issue of feasibility. It will require a set of
constitutionalamendments.Besides, synchronisingandkick-
ingoff thecyclewillbedifficult.Thereareconcernsaboutwhat
itmeans for therightof electedChiefMinisters todissolve the
assemblyorwhathappenswhenagovernment loses itsmajor-
ityon the floor in themiddleof its term.Does that statewait for
all otherstatesandnationalelections tohappentoelect itsown
new government? Two, there is an issue of desirability. Fre-
quent elections may get disruptive for governance, but they
help introduce checks andbalanceswithin the system.
This is thebackdropofdiscussionsonsimultaneouspolls. It

is, perhaps, too late to even introduce it for 2019 because both
the national and state election cycles are already in motion.
Anydecisionmust follow threebroadprinciples.One, itmust
be based on the widest possible political consensus. Two, it
mustkeep inmind that there isaneed fora lessexpensiveelec-
tioncyclewhichdoesnot interruptgovernance.Andthree, this
must not comeat the cost of democratic accountability.

Takeallparties
onboardonthis
Simultaneouspollsmustnot
compromisegovernance

§

On the face of it, there are many reasons for India and
Chinatoputthetensionsassociatedwithlastyear’smili-
tarystandoffatDoklambehindthemandtobuildacloser

relationshipthatcantranslate intoreality thedreamofthe21st
centurybeingan“Asiancentury”.Bothcountrieshavemuchto
worryaboutintermsofthedrasticchangesthatareoccurringas
theUS adopts protectionistmeasures that are affecting global
trade.DespiteIndianotsigningonforChina’sBeltandRoadIni-
tiative, Beijing has indicated it is willing toworkmore closely
withNewDelhionregionalandglobal issues. InNewDelhi, the
governmentwouldprefertonormaliserelationswithBeijingin
therun-uptothe2019polls. Insuchcircumstances, it isnotsur-
prisingtohearChina’sambassadortoIndia,LuoZhaohui,pro-
posing concepts suchas trilateral cooperationbetweenChina,
India and Pakistan inNewDelhi. The envoy noted that China
andIndiacouldbenefitmorefromacloseralignmentoninterna-
tionalissuessincePrimeMinisterNarendraModi’s“neighbour-
hoodfirst”policycloselymirrorsPresidentXiJinping’spolicies.
Scratchalittledeeper,however,anditbecomesevident that

muchmoreworkwill have to bedone to achieve suchavision.
The traditionalChinese vision of an “Asian century” still puts
thecountryat thetop. Insuchavision, India israrelyperceived
as an equal. Then there are other irritants, including China’s
blocks on the designation of Pakistan-based terrorists such as
MasoodAzharat theUNSecurityCouncilandBeijing’sopposi-
tion toNewDelhi’sbid to join theNuclearSuppliersGroup.
ChinahasshownitcanworkmorecloselywithIndiaonter-

rorism—suchastheissueofblacklistingPakistanattheFinan-
cialActionTaskForce—butfortheforseeable future,Pakistan
willcontinuetobetheelephantintheroomasfarasbilateralties
areconcerned.Clearly,Chinawillhavetowalkthetalk if this is
tobeapartnershipof equals.

OnSino­India ties,China
mustnowwalk the talk
Initsvisionofan ‘Asiancentury’,Indiais

rarelyperceivedasanequal

ourtake

rectly pointed to the need for more funda-
mental administrative reforms.
The IAScontinues toattractverybright

youngtalent throughafairandcompetitive
examination. If thesehighpotentialyoung-
sters systematically fail to live up to their
potential and if theknown inadequacies of
theservicehavegreatpersistence, thenit is
the very fundamentals of the system that
must be examinedand reformed.
The hiring of a few joint secretaries, no

matterhowextraordinarytheseindividuals
maybe, isnotgoingto fixwhathas ledto the
systematic weakening of this institution.
Numerousadministrativereformscommis-
sionshavemadespecificrecommendations
to strengthen the administrative service
whichsuccessivegovernmentshavelargely
ignored.
As with every other complex organisa-

tion, elementsof the solutionaswell as the
peoplewhocan reform the systemalready
exist inside the IndianAdministrativeSer-
vice. There are still many extraordinary
leaderswithin the systemwhoarewaiting
forthecall tounleashatransformationfrom
within. However,unless there is thepoliti-
calwill toaddressthewell-knownanddocu-
mented systemic issues that cause the IAS
tounderperform, thehiringof ahandful of
talent from outside will be tantamount to
rearranging deckchairs on theTitanic.
Myfinalpoint is this. Indiahasbecomea

low-trust society of vested and conflicting
interests. Wemust learntotemporarilysus-
pendourentrenchedviewsandsuspicions
aboutevery intendedactionofanygovern-
ment,andconduct intentionalexperiments
whichallowus, asDengXiaopingonceput
it, to “cross theriverby feeling thestones.”

Ravi Venkatesan is chairman of Bank of Baroda and
former chairman of Microsoft India and Cummins India

The views expressed are personal

ductionofnewDNAtoremainvigorousand
relevant.
However, lateral hiring at a senior level

isnotoriouslydifficult anduncertaineven
in the private sector.
Evenwhen thenewhiresare competent

and accomplished individuals, fitting into
anestablishedculture isnoteasy.A lotwill
havetobedonetomakethisattemptatgraft-
ingnew talent into the IAS successful.
Themost important iscarefulhiring.The

new hires will have to be real leaders who
aremotivated to help build the nation, not
merely those attracted by the prestige,
power andperks of the job.
Theywill need to possess ahealthydose

ofurgency, courageandtenacity toremain
independent and accomplish things in the
face ofmanyobstacles.
Humility and good people skills will be

crucial. The skill to leadby influencemat-
ters far more than the expertise they are
ostensibly beinghired for.
Such leaders are extremely rare any-

where;why thenshould theybemotivated
to jointhisriskyexperiment? Amereadver-
tisement won’t likely suffice. Ideally, this
experimentneedsaseniorsponsor,perhaps
eventhecabinet secretaryorprincipal sec-
retary,whowillhelpselectandmentor the

But hiring just a handful of outside talent is akin
to rearranging the deckchairs on the Titanic

Lateralentrywill galvanise theIAS
comment

IDEALLY, THIS EXPERIMENTNEEDS
ASENIORSPONSOR, PERHAPS
EVEN THECABINET SECRETARY,
WHOWILLHELPSELECT AND
MENTORTHENEWHIRES

RAVI
VENKATESAN

T
hepoliticalcircusgoingoninDelhi
hasalltheelementsofademocratic
nightmare: constitutional func-
tionariesengineeringadeadlockin

themidstofanenvironmentalemergency
andwatershortage;morethanone centre
ofpower,eachmorekeentoplayopposition
than to govern; and unbridled political
showmanshipwithcompletedisregardfor
people and their well being. Faced with
this, it is tempting to look away or to take
sides. But a concern for Delhi’s future
requiresustojudgethesituation andthink
ofawayout.
First things first. Delhi deserves full

statehood.TheCentralgovernmentshould
have special powers over theNDMCarea
that houses Lutyens’ Delhi and the diplo-
maticareaaswellastheDelhiCantonment
area.Butthereissimplynojustificationfor
the rest of Delhi not being governed by a
popularly-elected government, just like
anyotherstate.The hypocrisyof theCon-
gressandtheBJPontheissueof fullstate-
hood is responsible for creatingadiarchy
inDelhithatiscurrentlybeingexploitedto
the full.
Second, there cannot be two opinions

aboutthe roleof theLieutenantGovernor
(LG) of Delhi in dealing with the Aam
AadmiParty(AAP)government.Farfrom
playing the role of a quiet friend (and a
guide and guardian, in the case of the
National Capital Territory) of the elected
government, theLG’sofficehas indulged
in delays, disruption and sabotage of the
work of elected government and a witch
huntof its functionaries.
Third, it is quite clear that the ongoing

protestby the IndianAdministrativeSer-
viceofficerscouldnothavegoneontheway
it has without a nod and a wink from the
Central government.
Yet these three facts do not give us the

fullpicture.Thefourthfact is that thecur-

THECMSHOULDOFFERAN
APOLOGY TO THECHIEF
SECRETARY FORWHATHIS
COLLEAGUESHAVEDONE. THE
ELECTEDGOVERNMENTSHOULD
GET TOCHOOSE THEOFFICERS IT
WISHES TOWORKWITH.

YOGENDRA
YADAV

UMA
AHUJA
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Amitabh Mattoo

IF you were to visit the Boulevard
on the banks of the Dal Lake in
Srinagar, any evening these days,
you are certain to be chuffed. On

the lake are rows of inviting house-
boats, illuminated by fairy lighting,
and dedicated shikaras that ferry vis-
itors across; besides the street are a
range of shops that display handi-
crafts of every hue. Nested in this
tourist circus is La Delice, a boulan-
gerie and patisserie run by a Kash-
miri chef, Saqib, trained in the best
culinary schools of Paris. With his
Parisian wife, and two young chil-
dren, he has returned home. Saqib’s
chutzpah is remarkably contagious,
and it is young people like him who
are giving Kashmir and Kashmiris
hope, even in these dismal times.

For in an age of extremes, the recent
escalation of violence in Jammu and
Kashmir has the power of drowning
all strains of moderation. The shock-
ing killing of a prominent newspaper
editor, the end of the Ramzan cease-
fire by the security forces, the anger
of many radicalised young men and
women on the streets, points to the re-
emergence of an all too familiar
polarised Manichean discourse. And
yet beyond this deja vu are the voices
on the social margins, on the political
periphery — the subalterns who are
crafting an alternative discourse,
almost a parallel universe that must
be allowed to speak (with due defer-
ence to Gayatri Spivak), be empow-
ered and become the shapers of a new
future for Jammu and Kashmir. 

In Leh, the mild mannered innova-
tor Sonam Wangchuk, winner of the
Rolex Innovation Award, shrugs off
any similarities between him and
Phunsukh Wangdoo, the protagonist
of the movie, Three Idiots, inspired
by him. This remarkable innovator
has moved beyond the ice stupas
(which once made him famous) that
address water scarcity in the region
by allowing excess water in winter to
be converted into ice and then back
to water in the dry months.
Wangchuk and his team have now
drawn elaborate plans to set up an
alternative university in the state
that will seek to help educate a new
generation of students in the impor-
tance of energy-efficient, environ-
mentally sound, small-scale, locally
autonomous and decentralised out-

of-the-box solutions to problems that
seem too big to handle.

Consider this: on JK Rowling’s twit-
ter handle you discover a tweet to a
Class VII student of Haji Public
School promising her ‘something’.
Haji Public School is in Breswana in
Doda district, three hours from the
nearest motorable road. You need to
walk or ride horseback from Prem
Nagar to the school in the mountain
hamlet, at the ancestral home of its
founding members, the Haji family.

The school started with two classes,
lower and upper kindergarten, two
teachers and 35 students studying in
rooms of the Haji family cottage. It
now has over 450 students on its rolls,
a permanent local staff of more than
20 teachers, and a ‘running roster of
dozens of Indian and international
teaching volunteers’. The inspiration
behind the school is Sabbah Haji,
educated in Dubai and Bangalore,
and who was able to coalesce a
remarkable group of stakeholders
(especially volunteers) through her
twitter handle: imsabbah, Chenab ki
Churail (the witch from Chenab), with

close to 30K engaged followers. Every
child of the school — many walk miles
to come to school — without excep-
tion is full of joy de vivre and fond of
reading. The Internet and computers
cohabit in perfect harmony with JRR
Tolkien and JK Rowling.

And then you have Khurram Mir.
Pony-tailed marathon runner, Mir
comes from a family of apple growers
but initially pursued a Masters in Sci-
ence in industrial engineering and
operations research in Purdue Uni-

versity. What he set out to do in the
horticulture sector, particularly in
apples, has been to intervene in every
sector of the entire value chain, and
today he divides his time between the
US and Kashmir.

Mir is today more than a Kashmiri
success story; he is a global icon: a
Harvard Business School case study
for his enterprise in organising coop-
erative orchards that grow high den-
sity, fast-growing apples (root stock
imported from South Tyroll) which
are then stored in the largest con-
trolled atmosphere facility in the Val-
ley, in Lassipura, South Kashmir. His

resilience is remarkable even after
his orchard in Bamdoora in Anant-
nag was razed to the ground by mili-
tants. This has not prevented him
from consolidating and expanding
even further.

In Jammu, with relatively greater
political stability, the stories of
excellence are easier to find. One
such example is of the Sarveshwar
Group and its current leader Rohit
Gupta. Founded in 1890 by Mula-
malji, and given new direction in
1950 by Suraj Prakash Gupta, today,
the company has moved much
beyond being a family-owned busi-
ness supplying rice primarily to the
royal family and the Indian Army.
Today, the company is — after J&K
Bank — the only one from the state
listed on the National Stock
Exchange, trading at between 64.70
and 66.00 with a market capitalisa-
tion  of about Rs 165 crore. It has
expanded its portfolio to include
state-of-the-art organic products.
Retailing in Jammu and Srinagar,
and exported across global frontiers,
the group grows or sources directly
from farmers saffron from Pampore,
walnuts from Pulwama, green tea
and quinoa from Himachal and bas-
mati from Ranbir Singh Pura and
Mushq Buddhij (the finest variety of
Kashmiri rice) from South Kashmir.
Rohit Gupta has recently launched
the Nimbark brand of spices and
organic produce that sell in Coscos,
Sainsbury’s and Woolworths,
besides several other global outlets.

These are stories that the media
rarely captures, but can be the cata-
lysts for change. As Chief Minister
Mehbooba Mufti recently said, and
she spoke for every resident of the
state: ‘We can be the trailblazers,
leaders for change in a troubled world
that is looking for solutions beyond
existing paradigms.  We see ourselves
no longer as a problem, but as those
who have learnt to confront the real
problems that impact all of us. Our
organic experience may well provide
lessons beyond the manufactured
consensus that often informs deci-
sions in the corridors of global eco-
nomic and political power.’ The chal-
lenge now, for all of us, is to translate
this vision into reality.

The writer is Chair, State 
Knowledge Initiative Platform,

J&K, and adviser to CM 

Amid odds, the subaltern speaks

Rana Preet Gill 

ISPENT most of my childhood in a
rented house on a busy street. My
home was painted cherubic yel-

low. The street teemed with speeding
bikes that honked all through the
day. But once you shut the door,
there was absolute silence, giving the
place a sanctity of its own. 

It was a two-storeyed building
named ‘Chandanwari’, belonging to
poet Amarjit Chandan who lived in
England. For me he was a stranger
who used to visit once a year. He used
to roam around the house, much to
my chagrin, and leave chocolates in
the drawing room, much to my glee.
He was my dad’s friend and had giv-

en the place to us on rent. 
The house was built in a strange

fashion, with numerous stairs. By
the time you reached the second
floor, where we lived, you would be
huffing and puffing. It was spa-
cious, nestled in the heart of the
city with a peculiar name that
brought me a lot of attention in the
class. The name was inscribed on
the front in Gurmukhi in bold let-
ters. My classmates found it funny. 

‘She lives in Chandanwari,’ they
used to shout, and convulse with laugh-
ter, whenever any teacher used to ask
my address. I used to come home
angry. ‘Can we live someplace else?
They make fun of me all the time!’

Despite everything, my home was

comforting in special ways. The
drawing room was adorned with
books. There was a pair of cushiony
sofa set and I used to pick up a book
and sprawl myself on it and read.
There was a window giving a view of
the busy street. When I was not
reading, I would be sitting on the
window sill, watching the madden-
ing rush. There was never a dull
moment. Even when everything
seemed so still inside, there was a
world in continuous motion outside.
You just had to open that window
and peep outside.

When I joined college, I packed my
stuff and went to Ludhiana to live in
the girl’s hostel. After a few days, I
got a call from home informing me

that a new place had been bought on
the outskirts of the city. I could sense
the jubilation in my mom’s voice. The
proclamation of a victory; finally, a
home of her own. But I felt strangely
empty of any emotion.

When I went home, I saw that my
mother had started setting up the new
place in her own way. It did not have
any name, just a number. The books
had been brought and kept in a room
but there were no windows to peep
out and no stairs to catch your breath.
I looked around with vacant eyes to
find a tinge of familiarity but there
was nothing I could relate to. They
failed to extricate my memories
which still lay entwined with my
home Chandanwari.

In the turmoil-ridden Valley, trailblazers are a beacon of hope

Thought for the Day

Hope rises like a phoenix from the ashes of shattered dreams.
— SA Sachs 
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letters to the editor
Delhi political drama 
Kejriwal and three of his Cabinet
colleagues have been on a sit-in
protest at the LG’s office for nearly
a week. The IAS officers’ associa-
tion has, however, claimed that no
officer has been on a strike and no
work has been affected. In a still
more interesting move, the BJP too
has launched a counter-protest
against Kejriwal for not attending to
the problems of the people of Delhi.
They all are doing injustice to the
people of Delhi. The onus to break
this logjam is on both elected gov-
ernments. Governments both at the
Centre and state should not lose the
basic purpose of governance. The
whole nation is watching.

K KUMAR, PANCHKULA

Kejriwal’s antics 
What a funny approach has been
adopted by CM Kejriwal and team to
resolve things between the LG and
the Delhi Government — by way of
occupying and staying put in the
office of the LG! They will continue
with it till the acceptance of their
demand. Tomorrow, responsible law-
makers, who are now involved in this

protest, may have to face similar
tricks adopted by the Kejriwal team.
All this is unfortunate and sets a bad
example, which needs to be con-
demned by all. 

JAGDISH SINGH JASSAL, CHANDIGARH 

Justice unlikely 
Apropos the editorial ‘Gauri
Lankesh murder case’ (June 18),
Gauri Lankesh and Kalburgi were
victims of unidentified killers
because they had upheld the values
of secularism and egalitarianism.
Lankesh was a staunch critic of the
new form of terrorism sweeping our
nation — the suppression of liberal
voices. It was only recently a SIT
questioned Vijayapura district presi-
dent of the Hindu group, Sri Ram
Sena, since the suspected shooter,
Waghmare, was a member of the
organisation. The jittery Karnataka
police has conveyed the impression
that it is confused because of
tremendous pressure by leaders of
Hindu right-wing groups who are a
law unto themselves. Sadly, Lankesh
is unlikely to get justice like the oth-
er rationalists.

SS PAUL, NADIA 

Clean it up
Refer to the news report ‘Mt Everest
turns highest rubbish dump’ (June
18); it is unfortunate that such huge
amounts of trash have been left
behind by so-called conquerors, den-
igrating the ecosystem. Every year,
wastewater flowing into the Lhasa
river creates problems for plants, ani-
mals and communities downstream.
We need to act quickly to preserve the
beauty of Mt Everest. The Kathman-
du Environment Education Project
should also be roped in. All should
support Everest conservation pro-
grammes. That will be conquering it
in a different way.
TAMANPREET KAUR CHAHAL, JALANDHAR

The mail man 
The middle ‘Postal tricks save the
day’ (June 18) reminds me of the
good old days of the letter box and
the postman. Every morning we used
to wait with curiosity and enthusi-
asm for the postman to deliver the
mail. The day a love letter was
received from the beloved used to be
a ‘red letter day’! I am reminded of
a verse by Nida Fazli: Seedha sadha
Dakiya/ Jadoo kare mahan/ Ek hi

thele mein bhare/ Aansoo aur
muskaan. But we can’t travel in a
bullock cart in the age of aeroplanes.

MS TANDAN, AMBALA CANTT

Record no better 
Reference to ‘Rise of postcolonial thug-
gery’ (June 18); it is not new how the
UK government is encouraging eco-
nomic offenders  to settle in the coun-
try. A programme on sea pirates on Dis-
covery channel revealed that the then
queen of UK used to take 50 per cent
share from the loot of pirates and in the
course of time she collected a large
number of expensive pieces of art from
the world over, which find a place in gal-
leries of Buckingham Palace in Lon-
don. Governance by UK dynasty since
long has been shoddy, not transparent.
Britain will never relent. 

KULWINDER SINGH SOHAL, BY MAIL

Think tough 
Apropos ‘Paddy date shift needed con-
nect more than ban’ (June 18), every-
one in Punjab understands that rice
crop is no more environmentally suit-
able. All political parties, farmers’
unions, bureaucracy and other sections

of the state are aware of the devastat-
ing effects of pumping water from
scarce resources to grow this crop, but
no one dares to recommend stopping
its plantation because of the fear of the
backlash of farmers and their sympa-
thisers. A judicial commission should
be appointed where representatives of
all parties, farmers’unions, farm
experts, bureaucracy and judiciary
should join hands and recommend the
solution. Its recommendations should
be enforceable. All members should be
ready to take even unpopular decisions
and let the commission own responsi-
bility. We are facing a big issue and it
needs a big sacrifice.

NIRMAL SINGH, PATIALA

Leave Cantts alone 
Reference to ‘Pave the path with good
intentions’ (June 17); it has taken the
Army decades of hard work, manage-
ment and discipline to create ‘pollu-
tion free air, walking space and enter-
tainment parks’ in cantonments
which were once God-forsaken barren
lands. Giving free access to everyone
will turn the cantonments into a dirty
mess as we see in most other parts of
our cities. Let the ‘green hubs’ remain

green. Instead of enjoying the green-
ery of cantonments, let us take inspira-
tion from the Army to create such
places outside the cantonments too.

GURPREET DULLAT, BY MAIL

Incorrect facts 
The facts in the article ‘Punjab is los-
ing 8 MAF of water per year’ (June 12)
are not correct. The area under canal
irrigation during 1990-91 was 1,453
thousand hectare for kharif crop, and
during 2014-15 it was 1,724 thousand
hectare. In 1990-91, Punjab utilised
0.73 MAF less water than the autho-
rised share, and during 2014-15 it used
0.67 MAF excess water, approximately
6 per cent more than the authorised
share. The inflows in Bhakra, Pong and
Ranjit Sagar dams have been reduced
considerably. The share of water for
partner states from these dams are cal-
culated from the available quantum of
water collected during the filling peri-
od every year, which is approved by the
BBMB.  The actual utilisation of avail-
able Sutlej, Ravi and Beas waters by
Punjab is more or less the same as per
the authorised share based on the 1981
agreement between the states. 

GURINDER SINGH, CHANDIGARH

A home called ‘Chandanwari’
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No extension of ceasefire
A missed opportunity for the Valley

THE people of Kashmir have once again missed a turning that
could have led to political synchronisation with the winds of
change buffeting the region. The cessation of operations dur-

ing Ramzan, as it is, was a difficult choice for Delhi; it was unilateral
and conditional but there was dissonance over giving a breather to
the militants along with affording a peaceful month to the general
public. The scales might have tilted because of a renewed commit-
ment by Indian and Pakistani armies to adhere to the 2003 ceasefire
on the LoC and an all-party meeting in Srinagar plumping enthusi-
astically for the proposal.  

The armed opposition and its overground supporters, besides their
backers across the border, had other ideas. Deliberately crafted inci-
dents of violence pockmarked the entire duration of the ceasefire,
culminating in the murders of journalist Shujaat Bukhari and a sol-
dier returning on leave. In tandem, the Pakistan army’s calculated
targeting of Indian security personnel on the international border
(IB) left none in doubt that spoilers were at work on both sides of the
border. The loser is the common Kashmiri with a study revealing a
direct correlation between accretion in militant ranks and accelera-
tion in encounters. The cessation of operations was preceded by
Prime Minister Modi and Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh visit-
ing the Valley to spell out New Delhi’s vision for peace. No govern-
ment can make further investments in conciliation without recipro-
cation; and there was none from the militants or their sympathisers.  

The doubling of violent incidents during Ramzan and the flaring
up of the LoC are clear pointers that the militants may be on the
wrong side of history. Inveterate opponents like the Taliban and Kab-
ul have held on to a ceasefire while Pakistan and India are set to part-
ner other members of the SCO in joint anti-terrorism military exer-
cises. Never shy of linking the Kashmir “struggle” to Palestine and
Afghanistan, the separatists ought to have read the writing on the
regional wall. The political mainstream in Kashmir needs to redeem
itself after it was unable to contribute substantially to the cause in the
brief window that had opened.

The deadlock in Delhi
AAP’s last turn of the dice

THE week-long hunger strike in the Delhi Lt Governor’s office
by the state CM Kejriwal and his Cabinet colleagues has trig-
gered several political moves even as it holds the promise of at

least one happy outcome. First, the positive: the officers took the
unusual path of going to the press to deny they had struck work but
were pressing for adequate security and due dignity. The CM, in turn,
offered them the olive branch by calling them family and promising
them safety. The roots of their entanglement is deep and long but the
extant trigger was the alleged late-night roughing-up of Delhi Chief
Secretary Anshu Prakash by AAP ministers at Kejriwal’s residence.

Now, as the two sides attempt to broker a truce, Delhiites can hope
for solutions to the graver problems of water scarcity, congestion and
pollution. And both sides need each other if the Delhi CM wishes to
carry forward the reforms in the public delivery of education, health-
care and electricity. But it is also evident that the AAP government is
sinking deeper in the swamp of a turf tussle with the LG. The Delhi
High Court’s censuring of Kejriwal for his choice of venue for the
protest is a setback to his familiar high-voltage game of ducks and
drakes. The Delhi CM’s grouse about an unhelpful bureaucracy and
two LGs who, he perceives, march to South Block’s tunes can, in the
long run, hardly be met by agitational endeavours.

The Centre needs to be mindful of the fact that Kejriwal is no
longer a solitary tiller after he framed the issue in terms of a domi-
neering Centre trying to alter the country’s federalist polity. The four
regional CMs, who have carved out a distinct identity on this very
political spin, have eagerly joined forces to preserve their options in
creating a national alternative in the next general election. But in the
end, that will give no joy to Kejriwal for their end game is to enhance
only their relevance. AAP will have to replace its urge for street
activism with creativity and vision to pull itself out of this quagmire.

Their numbers may be small, but a patisserie owner;  a visionary of an
alternative university; an innovative apple grower and a Harvard Business
School case study; a school in a mountain hamlet; an export company listed
on the NSE, are offering a parallel narrative of  peace, creativity and prosperity.
.

NOT ALL LOST: The model for youth should be the shapers of a new future for the state.
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