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1. Which of the following countries is/are hosting the 2018 International Army Games (IAG)?
Ans: Iran, Armenia and Russia
 The International Army Games 2018 are being held at 24 training grounds in seven countries
namely Azerbaijan, Armenia, Belarus, Iran, Kazakhstan, China and Russia from July 28 to August
11. It is for the first time that Armenia and Iran are co-hosting events of the Army Games.

 Indian teams are taking part in two major competitions– Tank Biathlon event at Alabino ranges,
Moscow region and Elbrus Ring competition in Caucasus Mountains.

 The opening ceremony was attended by Indian Ambassador to Russia, Pankaj Saran along with
Indian attaches attended the ceremony.

2. Karman Kaur Thandi is associated with which sports?
Ans: Tennis
 Karman Kaur Thandi from Delhi has become only the 6th Indian woman tennis player to crack the
top-200 rankings in singles and is now ranked exactly 200 in the WTA list. Karman, backed by
Mahesh Bhupathi, has been in good form in the past few weeks, winning her maiden ITF singles
title in Hong Kong and making the semi-finals in two others in China.

 In April 2018, India’s top singles player Ankita Raina had broken into the top-200. Before these
two girls, Sania Mirza, Nirupama Vaidyanathan, Shikha Uberoi and Sunitha Rao had made it to the
top-200. While Sania, winner of six Grand Slam titles in doubles, touched a career-high of 27 in
singles in 2007.

3. Which of the following has been awarded the ‘Marketer of the Year’ award by the
International Advertising Association of India (IAAI)?
Ans: Amul
 Gujarat Co-operative Milk Marketing Federation Ltd. (GCMMF), the marketers of the popular Amul
brand of milk and dairy products, was awarded the ‘Marketer of the Year’ award by the
International Advertising Association of India (IAAI). The award was received by RS Sodhi, the
Managing Director (MD) of GCMMF, on behalf of the 36 lakh milk famers and producers of Gujarat.

 Amul is the brand worth Rs 41,000 crore and is the biggest cooperative owned by 36 lakh farmers
of Gujarat. Amul is not only known for its cooperative structure and farmer’s faith, but is also
known for its marketing and advertizing strategies.
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4. What is the theme of the 2018 World Day against Trafficking in Persons?
Ans: Responding to the trafficking of children and young people
 The World Day against Trafficking in Persons is observed every year on July 30 to raise awareness
of the situation of victims of human trafficking and for the promotion and protection of their
rights. The 2018 theme “Responding to the trafficking of children and young people” highlights
the fact that almost a 3rd of trafficking victims are children.

 The theme draws attention to the issues faced by trafficked children and to possible action
initiatives linked to safeguarding and ensuring justice for child victims.

5. India’s first in-phone tourism guide and mobile application “Go whats that” has launched
in which city?
Ans: Chandigarh
 India’s first in-phone tourism guide and mobile application “Go whats That” has launched by
Dharmendra Pradhan, the Union Minister for Petroleum & Natural Gas and Skill Development &
Entrepreneurship, at Rock Garden in Chandigarh on July 28, 2018.

 This is first of its kind app where tourist can scan QR code at a heritage site to download the
history & details of that place in multiple languages. Initially, 1,100 tags have been placed at
different tourist spot.

6. John Sankaramangalam, who passed away recently, was the veteran personality from which
field?
Ans: Film Industry
 John Sankaramangalam (84), the Veteran filmmaker and former director of Film and Television
Institute of India (FTTI), has passed away in Thiruvalla, Kerala on July 30, 2018.

7. Who has been conferred with the 2018 Mohun Bagan Ratna?
Ans: Pradip Choudhury
 Pradip Choudhury, who formed the central defensive pair with Subroto Bhattacharya when Mohun
Bagan took on Pele’s Cosmos team in 1977, has been conferred the Mohun Bagan Ratna 2018 at
the annual day of the 129-year-old club on July 29.

 On the occasion of Mohun Bagan Day 2018, Shilton Paul was given the Best Footballer for the Year
award and Sudip Chatterjee was handed the Best Cricketer of the Year honour. Sourav Das was the
Best Youth Footballer.
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 Rahim Ali received a special award for his performance for Indian team in the FIFA under-17 World
Cup 2017. The day is celebrated to commemorate the Mariners’ victory over East Yorkshire
Regiment 2-1 in the IFA Shield final on July 29, 1911.

8. Who has become the first Asian to swim UK-France channel?
Ans: Prabhat Koli
 Prabhat Koli (19) from Maharashtra, who crossed the English Channel when he was 16, has become
the first Asian to swim the choppy water from Jersey (an Island in the UK) to France in cold
weather. The long-distance sea swimmer covered 25km in 6 hours and 54 minutes.

 He started off from La Coupe Point of Jersey, behind St Catherine’s backwater and touched the
shore of St Germain Plage on the Normandy coast of France. As part of his seven seas challenge,
Prabhat is now training to cross the North Channel in Ireland in first week of August.

9. Which high level empowered committee has been constituted to address the issues of
stressed thermal power projects?
Ans: Pradeep Kumar Sinha
 The Union Government has constituted a high level empowered committee to address the issues
of stressed thermal power projects. The committee will be headed by Cabinet Secretary, Pradeep
Kumar Sinha with representatives from the Ministry of Railways, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of
Power, Ministry of Coal and the lenders having major exposure to the power sector.

 The Committee would look into the various issues with a view to resolve them and maximize the
efficiency of investment including changes required to be made in the fuel allocation policy,
regulatory framework, mechanisms to facilitate sale of power, ensure timely payments, payment
security mechanism.

10. Which state government will set up ‘iHub’ (the intelligent hub) for research and scientific
learning?
Ans: Andhra Pradesh
 The Andhra Pradesh government will set up ‘iHub’ (the intelligent hub), a first-of-its kind global
research centre for scientific learning with an initial investment of Rs 245 crore spread over five
years. For this purpose, the state government has already collaborated with UNESCO Mahatma
Gandhi Institute of Education for Peace and Sustainable Development (MGIEP).

 Some of the social and economic objectives of iHub will be to create 50,000 future-ready skilled
manpower, reduced school dropouts and capture the EdTech market. The initial staff will be about
40 International researchers in disciplines such as neuro-science, education, psychology, digital
instructional design, educational technology, AI, data sciences, and gamingamong others.
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1. Which city hosted the first ‘Nepal-India Think Tank’ Summit?
Ans: Kathmandu
 The first ‘Nepal-India Think Tank’ Summit was held in Kathmandu on July 31 to foster greater
collaboration and knowledge-sharing among the think tanks of the two countries. It was
inaugurated by Pushpa Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’, the former Prime Minister of Nepal and CoChairman of ruling Nepal Communist Party.

 The summit was jointly organized by the Asian Institute of Diplomacy and International Affairs
(AIDA) and Nehru Memorial Museum Library (NMML). The purpose of the summit was to support
the networks and promote mutual understanding through institutional collaboration on resource
sharing for joint events / publications among think tanks of the two countries.

 The participants including think tanks, policy makers, diplomats, academicians, businesspersons
and journalists deliberated on the Indo-Nepal ties and its dimensions in different sessions.

2. Who is the chairman of the Myanmar Government appointed independent commission to
probe human rights against the ethnic Rohingya minority?
Ans: Rosario Manalo
 The Myanmar Government has appointed an independent 4- member commission to investigate
alleged human rights abuses against the ethnic Rohingya minority. The Independent Commission
will investigate the allegations of human rights violations and related issues, following the
terrorist attacks by Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA).

 The commission will be comprised of two local members & two international members. It will be
headed by Filipino diplomat Rosario Manalo. The other members includes Japan’s former
ambassador to the UN Kenzo Oshima, lawyer Mya Thein and economist and former UN official
Aung Tun Thet.

 In August 2017, more than 700,000 Rohingya have fled Myanmar’s western Rakhine state to
Bangladesh after a military crackdown started in response to attacks by ARSA on security posts.

3. Which state government has launched a smartphone distribution scheme ‘Mobile Tihar’
under the Sanchar Kranti Yojna (SKY)?
Ans: Chhattisgarh
 The Chhattisgarh government has launched a smartphone distribution scheme ‘Mobile Tihar’
under the Sanchar Kranti Yojna (SKY). The scheme is for distribution of smartphones to women
and students, covering over 50 Lakh beneficiaries. As part of the scheme, 556 new mobile towers
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will be installed across the state. ‘Mobile Tihar’ was launched by Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Raman Singh, along with National Award-winning actress Kangana Ranaut on July 31.

4. The first cow sanctuary of Rajasthan will come up in which district?
Ans: Rajasthan
 The first cow sanctuary in Rajasthan will be situated in Napasar, Bikaner to dedicate the entire
area for cows, much on the lines of a wildlife sanctuary. It will provide shelter for 10,000 bovines
spread over an area of more than 220 hectares in Bikaner district. The facilities in the sanctuary
will include hospitals and Sewan grass as fodder for the animals.

 The state government has recently signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with a private
trust in this regard. The state already has a ministry dedicated to the welfare of cows and last year
it had announced a 10% surcharge on stamp duty towards cow protection.

5. Which Indian film bagged the best film award at the 3rd edition of the BRICS Film Festival
2018?
Ans: Newton
 The 2018 BRICS Film Festival took place in Durban, South Africa, along with the International
Durban Film Festival (DIFF) from 22-27th July. The last day of the festival was celebrated as India
Country Day, followed by Awards and Closing Ceremony.

 The basic aim of film festival is to celebrate world-class film productions from the BRICS nations
with the objective of inspiring more collaboration from these nations. The festival screened four
Indian Films, ‘Newton’ and ‘Village Rockstars’ in the competition section, and Sandeep Pampally’s
‘Sinjar’ and Jayara’s ‘Bhanayakam’ in the non-competition section.

 “Newton”, directed by Amit Masurkar, bagged the best film award, while “Village Rockstars”
(directed by Rima Das) won the Best Actress (Bhanita Das) and Special Jury Award in the BRICS
Film Festival 2018.

6. Which state government will observe 2018 Independence Day eve as Shahid Samman Divas
to honour martyrs?
Ans: Madhya Pradesh
 The Madhya Pradesh government will observe the 2018 Independence Day eve as Shahid Samman
Divas to honour martyrs. The decision to this effect was taken at a cabinet meeting in Bhopal on
July 30, 2018. According to official information, it will be a comprehensive program and spread
across all the villages, blocks and districts of Madhya Pradesh, where rallies will be organized to
mark the day.
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 The martyrs will be paid homage and the relatives of the martyrs will also be honoured on the day.
Ministers, members of Parliament and state legislative assembly and chief Minister himself will
meet family members of martyrs on the occasion to express gratitude for supreme sacrifice done
by their near and dear for the nation.

7. Which acclaimed personality has been selected for 2018 Rajiv Gandhi Sadbhavana Award
for promoting communal harmony and peace?
Ans: Gopalkrishna Gandhi
 Gopalkrishna Gandhi, the former West Bengal governor, has been selected for 2018 Rajiv Gandhi
Sadbhavana Award for his outstanding contribution towards the promotion of communal harmony,
peace and goodwill. The award will be presented to him at a special ceremony on August 20 at
Jawahar Bhawan.

 The award, which carries a citation and cash amount of Rs 10 lakh, is given on the occasion of the
birthday of former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. It was instituted to commemorate the lasting
contribution made by him to promote peace, communal harmony and fight against violence.

8. The 2018 World Rangers Day (WRD) is observed on which date?
Ans: July 31
 The World Rangers Day (WRD) is celebrated every year on July 31 to remember and appreciate the
crucial services rendered by rangers who protect, conserve and preserve the biodiversity of our
forests at the cost of their lives.

9. The famous Goddess Meenakshi Amman temple, which has got its first non-Brahmin as
‘archaka’ (priest), is located in which state?
Ans: Tamil Nadu
 The Meenakshi Amman temple is a historic Hindu temple located on the southern bank of the
Vaigai River in the temple city of Madurai, Tamil Nadu. Recently, it is in news because the famous
Goddess Meenakshi temple has got its first non-Brahmin as ‘archaka’ (priest), 12 years after the
Tamil Nadu government passed an order for appointment of people from any caste as priests.

 The new priest, belonging to a backward caste, was among the 206 people who had undergone
training conducted by the ancient temple administration. The temple has appointed the priest with
conditions which included that he could be suspended if he violated the ‘Agama’ rules, a manual
for worship of the deity, rituals and construction of temples.
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10. The United States has granted Strategic Trade Authorization-1 (STA-1) to which South
Asian country to ease export of high-tech items?
Ans: India
 The United States has recently granted Strategic Trade Authorization-1 (STA-1) status to India that
will ease export of high-tech items. The designation authorises the export, re-export and transfer
(in-country) of specified items on the Commerce Control List (CCL) to destinations posing a low
risk of unauthorised or impermissible uses.

 Currently, there are 36 countries on STA-1 list, almost all from the NATO and ANZUS alliance.
India is the only South Asian country to be on the list. Other Asian countries designated as STA-1
are Japan and South Korea.

CURRENT AFFAIRS

4

winmeen.com

2018 AUG 03
CURRENT AFFAIRS

1. Which state has become the first Indian state to implement the National policy on bio
fuels?
Ans: Rajasthan
 Rajasthan has become the first Indian state to implement the National policy on bio fuels, which
was launched by the Union Government in May 2018. The desert State will lay emphasis on
increasing production of oilseeds and establish a Centre for Excellence in Udaipur to promote
research in the fields of alternative fuels and energy resources.

 The policy on bio fuels seeks to help farmers dispose of their surplus stock in an economic manner
and reduce the country’s oil import dependence.

 It has expanded the scope of raw material for ethanol production by allowing use of sugarcane
juice, sugar containing materials, starch containing materials and damaged food grains like wheat,
broken rice and rotten potatoes for ethanol production.

2. What is the current repo rate, as per 3rd bi-monthly monetary policy review for of 201819 of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)?
Ans: 6.50%
 The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) hiked policy repo rate
by 25 basis points to 6.50% in its third bi-monthly monetary policy review of 2018-19. Repo rate is
the rate at which the RBI lends money to commercial banks in the event of any shortfall of funds.

 Reverse repo rate, the rate at which the Reserve Bank borrows money from commercial banks
within the country, was adjusted to 6.25%. Accordingly, the Marginal Standing Facility (MSF) rate
and the Bank Rate too stand adjusted at 6.75%.

 This time too, RBI has maintained neutral stance with an objective of achieving the medium-term
target for headline inflation of 4 per cent while supporting growth.

3. Which Indian-Australian mathematician has bestowed with the prestigious 2018 Fields
medal?
Ans: Akshay Venkatesh
 Akshay Venkatesh, a renowned Indian-Australian mathematician, has won the 2018 Fields Medal
for his profound contributions to an exceptionally broad range of subjects in mathematics.
Venkatesh is one of four winners of mathematics’ top honour known as the Nobel Prize for math.

 The Fields medals are awarded every four years to the most promising mathematicians under the
age of 40. Each winner receives a 15,000 Canadian-dollar cash prize. The other three winners are:
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Caucher Birkar, a Cambridge University professor of Iranian Kurdish origin; Germany’s Peter
Scholze, who teaches at the University of Bonn and Alessio Figalli, an Italian mathematician at
ETH Zurich.

4. Umbayee, the noted ghazal singer and composer has passed away. He belonged to which
state?
Ans: Kerala
 Umbayee (68), the noted ghazal singer and composer from Kerala, has passed away at Aluva on
August 1. Born in Mattancherry, he was a disciple of Ustad Munawar Ali Khan. His birth name was
PA Ibrahim.

5. Dr Bhishma Narain Singh, who passed away recently, was associated with which political
party?
Ans: INC
 Dr Bhishma Narain Singh (85), the former Union Minister and Congress leader, has passed away in
Noida on August 1, 2018. Dr Singh held various portfolios during the Congress rule led by former
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. He was also the Governor of Assam and Tamil Nadu.

6. Which state government has launched a 360 degree nation-wide publicity campaign
publicity campaign for 2018 men’s hockey World Cup?
Ans: Odisha
 The Government of Odisha has launched a 360 degree nation-wide publicity campaign “Heartbeats
for Hockey” to attract fans for 2018 men’s hockey World Cup. The movement attempts to get India
behind the game by way of music, entertainment, fashion, pure sport and panel discussions.

 Each time anyone holds the custom-made hockey stick, named ‘Heart Beat’, their heart beat will
be recorded as a pledge to support hockey. The ‘Heart Beat’ will take a round of the country through
‘Hockey Adda’, a curated on-ground discussion platform for hockey players and experts.

 The event will take place at the Kalinga Stadium in Bhubaneswar from November 28 to December
16. The state is the title partner for the hockey event and Odisha Tourism is the host partner.

 The maximum players in the national team are also from Odisha.
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7. What is the India’s rank in the United Nation’s E-Government Development Index (EGDI)
2018?
Ans: 96th
 India has been ranked 96th in the United Nation’s E-Government Development Index (EGDI) 2018.
The survey, released by UN every two years, noted that India has scored 100% in the 1st stage of
the e-Participation sub-index, followed by 95.65% in the 2nd stage and 90.91% in the 3rd stage.

 The overall score of 0.9551 on the E-Participation sub-index has put India among top 15 countries
in the list of 193 counties surveyed. In this category, India has emerged as sub-region leader.
Denmark is the world leader, both on E-Government index and E-Participation sub-index.

8. Which union ministry has launched a desktop software ‘e-Aksharayan’ to enable editing
of text printed on scanned documents?
Ans: Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology
 The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) has launched a desktop software
‘e-Aksharayan’ for converting any scanned or printed Indian language documents into a fully
editable text format in Unicode encoding. The text can be also saved separately.

 The application is free of cost and supports editing in 7 Indian languages viz. Hindi, Bangla,
Malayalam, Gurmukhi, Tamil, Kannada and Assamese.

9. Which Indian personality has won the 2018 International Contributions Award given by
the Association for Educational Communications and Technology (AECT), USA?
Ans: K. Anvar Sadath
 K. Anvar Sadath, the vice chairman and executive director of the Kerala Infrastructure and
Technology for Education (KITE), has won the 2018 International Contributions Award given by
the Association for Educational Communications and Technology (AECT), USA.

 He has been chosen for the award to recognize his outstanding contribution to the field of
educational communication and technology in an international setting. With this, he has become
the first Indian to be honoured with the International Contributions award.

 The award will be presented at 2018 AECT International Convention function to be held in Kansas
City, Missouri, on October 26, 2018. The AECT is a premier professional association for instructional
design and educational technology.

CURRENT AFFAIRS

3

winmeen.com

2018 AUG 03

10. Which country has recently launched amnesty programme for foreign workers
overstaying permits?
Ans: UAE
 The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has recently launched a landmark 3-month visa amnesty
programme which will benefit hundreds of illegal foreign workers, including Indians, overstaying
their permits by allowing them to leave the country without penalties and giving them six months
to find a job.

 The UAE is home to 2.8 million Indian expatriates, the largest expatriate community in the country.
The government did not release specific numbers, but says thousands of people, primarily labourers
from countries like India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Nepal and the Philippines, will benefit
from the amnesty scheme which will facilitate their smooth return to their home countries.

 As per Federal Authority for Identity and Citizenship (ICA), the entity responsible for entry and
residence of foreigners in the UAE, visa violators before August 1, 2018 will be able to rectify their
status legally during the amnesty period, which will end on October 31.
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1. Which state government
“Mukhyamantri Yuva Nestam”?

has

approved

an

unemployment

allowance

scheme

Ans: Andhra Pradesh
 The Andhra Pradesh Cabinet has recently approved an unemployment allowance scheme
“Mukhyamantri Yuva Nestam” through which an allowance of Rs 1000 per month will be provided
to unemployed youth in the state. Unemployed youths with a degree or diploma between the ages
of 22 and 35 years are eligible to avail the benefit.

 The state government will set up a website for the scheme by the end of August, where a 15-day
registration window will be open for potential beneficiaries of the scheme.

 The amount will be directly transferred into their bank account. The state government decided to
implement this scheme to benefit as many as 12 lakh youths of the state. It has also been decided
that 20,000 job vacancies, 9,000 teacher posts and other department vacancies will be filled.

2. Who was the recipient of Outstanding Parliamentarian Award for 2015?
Ans: Ghulam Nabi Azad
 The President of India, Ram Nath Kovind presented the Outstanding Parliamentarian Award (OPA)
for the years 2013-2017 in New Delhi on August 1, 2018. Dr Najma Heptullah, the Manipur’s
governor and 5-times Rajya Sabha member, won the award for 2013.

 Meanwhile, BJP’s Lok Sabha member Hukum Dev Narayan was the recipient of OPA for 2014,
Congress leader Ghulam Nabi Azad for 2015, Trinamool Congress’ Dinesh Trivedi for 2016 and
Bhartruhari Mahtab of the Lok Biju Janata Dal (BJD) for 2017.

 The OPA is an award given by the Indian Parliamentary Group (IPG) to an outstanding sitting
Member of Parliament (MP) for overall contribution in the Parliament. It was instituted in 1992 by
Shivraj Patil, who was the Speaker of Lok Sabha from 1991 to 1996.

3. Which state government will setup a state of the art “B-Hub” for biotech and biopharma
sector?
Ans: Telangana
 The Telangana government will setup a state of the art “B-Hub” for biotech and biopharma sector
in Genome Valley, Hyderabad. It’s a first-of-its-kind initiative in the country, aimed at providing
much-needed support to the biopharma research and development activities spreading over a builtup area of 40,000 sq.ft.
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 This end-to-end biopharma scale-up manufacturing facility will give domestic companies the
required impetus here on par with Korea, China and France who have taken lead in biopharma
innovation. The estimated project cost of B-Hub is Rs 60 crore and the facility is to be set up
through Public-Private Partnership (PPP).

4. Which Indian origin personality has clinched the title of MasterChef Australia 2018?
Ans: Sashi Cheliah
 Sashi Cheliah, an Indian origin prison guard from Adelaide, has clinched the title of MasterChef
Australia 2018 after scoring 93 out of 100 points. He defeated fellow contestant Ben Borsht, who
scored 77 out of 100. For the first round, Cheliah made a sambal prawns starter, which got him a
perfect 30 while his second recipe for the grand finale was a fish curry and cumin rice dish.

 The winner took home the MasterChef Australia trophy and a winning amount of $2, 50,000
(almost Rs 1.7 crore) while the first runner-up was awarded $40,000 (around Rs 27 lakh).

5. Who has won the 2018 Formula One Hungarian Grand Prix tournament?
Ans: Lewis Hamilton
 Lewis Hamilton, a British racing driver who races in Formula One for Mercedes AMG Petronas, has
won the 2018 Hungarian Grand Prix at the Hungaroring circuit. It is his sixth Hungarian Grand
Prix title and also 67th career victory.

6. The Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) has launched which dedicated portal to
connect cargo owners and shippers with real time data on availability of vessels?
Ans: FOCAL
 The Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) has launched a dedicated portal – Forum of Cargo
Owners and Logistics Operators (FOCAL) – to connect cargo owners and shippers with real time
data on availability of vessels.

 The landmark e-connect measure will enable direct interaction among the vessel operators,
shippers and cargo owners. It has been designed and developed by the in-house IT Department and
the traffic wing of IWAI as part of its preparedness for optimal use of its ongoing capacity
development on various National Waterways.

7. Which government organisation will host Investors’ Conference for the Holistic
Development of Islands?
Ans: NITI Aayog
 On August 10, the NITI Aayog will host an Investors’ Conference for the Holistic Development of
Islands at Pravasi Bharatiya Kendra and will be inaugurated by Amitabh Kant (CEO of NITI Aayog).

CURRENT AFFAIRS

2

winmeen.com

2018 AUG 04

 The purpose of the conference is to attract investments for the sustainable development of ecotourism projects on a Public Private Partnership (PPP) basis in the Andaman & Nicobar and
Lakshadweep Islands.

 Approx 11 anchor tourism projects are proposed to be implemented with private sector participation
under suitable risk-sharing model and through open-competitive bidding.

8. Which state government has recently constituted two committees to deal with a possible
influx of illegal immigrants?
Ans: Manipur
 Following the publication of the final draft of National Register of Citizens (NRC) in Assam, the
Manipur government has constituted two committees – state and district level – to deal with a
possible influx of illegal immigrants.

 The State Level Monitoring Committee will monitor the entry or presence of illegal immigrants in
the state and take steps for creating adequate public awareness to counter the situation.

 It will be headed by Special Secretary (Home) while the Deputy Commissioners and
Superintendents of Police as its members. The district level committee will be headed by the
concerned deputy commissioner.

9. Jalees Sherwani, who passed away recently, was the veteran personality from which field?
Ans: Film Industry
 Jalees Sherwani (70), the veteran screenplay writer, has passed away in Mumbai. Maharashtra on
August 1, 2018. He had penned lyrics for several films like “Dabangg”, “Wanted” and “Tere Naam”.

10. NITI Aayog has launched which global mobility hackathon to crowdsource solutions for
future of mobility in India?
Ans: Move Hack
 NITI Aayog has launched a global mobility hackathon “Move Hack” to crowdsource solutions for
future of mobility in India. Focused on 10 themes and open to individuals from all nationalities,
the hackathon will have an online leg, followed by a Singapore leg, and the finals in New Delhi.

 The purpose of MoveHack is to bring about innovative, dynamic and scalable solutions to problems
pertaining to mobility. It has two-pronged campaign approach: (a) “Just Code It”: aimed at solutions
through innovations in technology / product / software and data analysis, and (b) “Just Solve It”:
innovative business ideas or sustainable solutions to transform mobility infrastructure through
technology. The hackathon is organized in partnership with Government of Singapore and is
powered by Hacker Earth. PwC is the Knowledge Partner and NASSCOM is the Strategic Partner.
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1. Which Indian golfer has won the 2018 Fiji International Golf title?
Ans: Gaganjeet Bhullar
 Indian golfer Gaganjeet Bhullar has won the 2018 Fiji International title. It is his first win on the
European Tour, ninth Asian Tour and 10th international title overall. Thus, he became the most
successful Indian player on Asian Tour and the first Indian to win on Australasia Tour.

 Bhullar joined Arjun Atwal, Jeev Milkha Singh, SSP Chawrasia and Anirban Lahiri as the only
Indians to win on the European Tour as this was sanctioned by Asian, Australasia and European
Tours. The victory also granted him an exemption on all three Tours till end of 2019. Other Indian
in fray, Ajeetesh Sandhu scored 71.

2. Who has been appointed the new CEO of the Uralungal Labour Contract Co-operative
Society Ltd (ULCCS)?
Ans: Raveendran Kasthuri
 Raveendran Kasthuri, a Kannur native, has assumed charge as new CEO of the Uralungal Labour
Contract Co-operative Society Ltd (ULCCS) on August 6. ULCCS is one of the largest Co-operative
Societies in India. Earlier, he was with IBM as its vice president and head of integrated operation.

 The ULCCS was formed in 1925 by the eminent social reformer Guru Vagbhatananda in a remote
hamlet called Uralungal in Kozhikode district, as a novel mass movement against the anarchies of
the caste system prevalent in those days.

 The society has now grown to be one of the biggest Labour Contract Societies in the country,
providing direct employment to more than 6000 workers from rural areas. It is now having an
asset worth Rs 99402 lakhs.

3. The 10th annual conference on oral implantology has recently held in which city?
Ans: New Delhi
 On August 3, the 10th International conference on oral implantology was held in New Delhi to
enhance the awareness and knowledge on the latest innovations and technologies in oral
implantology world over.

 The 3-day conference hosted by Academy of Oral Implantology (AOI) has representations by doctors
from the UK, the US, Israel, Austria, Germany, Italy, South Korea and Spain. The vision is to
promote latest technologies and encourage younger doctors, in the field of innovation.
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4. Which state government has launched a rural cleanliness and sanitation campaign
“Swachhameva Jayate”?
Ans: Karnataka
 The Karnataka government has launched a rural cleanliness and sanitation campaign
“Swachhameva Jayate” to make every citizen in rural Karnataka take a pledge of cleanliness. The
aim of the campaign is to boost the Swachh Survkekshan Grameen 2018 (SSG 2018) survey in all
the districts with the help of school children.

 Since the inception of Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, the government of Karnataka has constructed a
total of 22 lakh toilets in 29,736 villages. The state needs another 5 lakh toilets in its rural areas
before October 2 to achieve Open Defecation Free (ODF) status.

 The 2018 SSG survey will rank all Indian districts and states on the basis of qualitative and
quantitative evaluation of sanitation status of the villages. While the survey will target 698
districts, 6,980 villages, 34,900 public places randomly across the country.

5. Which country’s researchers have claimed to create the world’s first single-chromosome
yeast?
Ans: China
 Molecular biologists at the Centre for Excellence in Molecular Plant Sciences in China have claimed
to create the world’s first single-chromosome yeast while not affecting the majority of its
functions. If their claim is true then this breakthrough could help in furthering research related
to aging and diseases in humans.

 They used CRISPR-Cas9 genome-editing to create a single-chromosome yeast strain. Using the
CRISPR-Cas9, the research team removed the DNA at the telomeres, the ends of chromosomes that
protect them from degrading.

 They also snipped out the centromeres, sequences in the middle that are important to DNA
replication. The research may also pave the way for new man-made species in the future.

6. Which state government has launched “Horn Not Ok’’ awareness campaign?
Ans: Himachal Pradesh
 The Himachal Pradesh government has launched “Horn Not Ok’’ awareness campaign in Shimla
and Mandi along with a statewide mobile application ‘shaur nahin’ (no noise).

 The main aim of the campaign is to spread awareness of unnecessary blowing horn as it creates
unnecessary noise pollution. Though, no-honking rule will not be applicable on emergency
vehicles, including ambulances and fire tenders.

CURRENT AFFAIRS

2

winmeen.com

2018 AUG 05 & 06

 The “Shor Nahin” application has been developed to report any noise pollution complaint to the
authorities. It’s an initiative of the Department of Environment, Science and Technology in
association with the NIC of Himachal Pradesh. It allows a user to lodge a complaint with the
officials concern.

7. The Mughalsarai junction has recently renamed as Deen Dayal Upadhyaya railway station.
It is located in which state?
Ans: Uttar Pradesh
 In Uttar Pradesh, the iconic Mughalsarai junction has been formally renamed after RSS ideologue
Deen Dayal Upadhyay (DDU), who was found dead in mysterious circumstances near the station
in February 1968. The DDU station is more than 150 years old and one of the busiest railway
stations in India. The station contains the largest railway marshaling yard in Asia.

 It was inaugurated by BJP national president Amit shah. Beside this, he also flagged off a passenger
train with an all-women crew and a goods train at the DDU station. As per Railway officials, it will
be the first time in India that an all-woman crew will run a train. Mughalsarai is also the birthplace
of former Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri.

8. The Election Commission of India (ECI) has conducted the first-ever Orientation Workshop
on Election Management for IAS Asstt Secretaries in which city?
Ans: New Delhi
 The Election Commission of India (ECI) has conducted the first-ever Orientation Workshop on
Election Management for IAS Asstt Secretaries in New Delhi on August 3, 2018.

 The aim of the workshop is to familiarize the Assistant Secretaries with all facets of Electoral
Management before they are required to handle crucial assignments in conducting Elections in
their field postings soon. In it, Chief Election Commissioner Om Prakash Rawat advised the officers
to be prepared for facing the newer challenges.

9. Which Indian developer has claimed to develop the world’s first Hindi speaking realistic
humanoid robot “Rashmi”?
Ans: Ranjit Srivastava
 Ranjit Srivastava, the Ranchi-based software developer, has claimed to develop the world’s first
Hindi speaking realistic humanoid robot and India’s first lip-synching robot. The robot “Rashmi”
has developed in 2 years at a minimum cost of Rs 50,000.

 In simple words, Srivastava developed an Indian version of a social humanoid robot ‘Sophia’ that
was developed by a Hong Kong based company. The robot can speak Hindi, Bhojpuri and Marathi
along with English. It uses Linguistic Interpretation (LI), Artificial Intelligence (AI), visual data
and facial recognition system.
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10. Which country has been elected as the President of the Asia-Pacific Institute for
Broadcasting Development (AIBD)?
Ans: India
 India has been elected as the President of the Asia-Pacific Institute for Broadcasting Development
(AIBD) for a period of 2 years. India got elected against Iran during voting which took place at the
44th annual gathering of AIBD in Colombo, Sri Lanka on August 4, 2018.

 Director General of All India Radio (AIR) F. Sheheryar was re-elected as chair of the executive board
while Sri Lanka was elected as vice-chair. The broadcasters from 26 countries in the region
including India are full members of the organization.

 AIBD, established in 1977 under the auspices of UNESCO, is a unique regional inter-governmental
organisation and is mandated to achieve a vibrant and cohesive electronic media environment in
the Asia-Pacific region through policy and resource development.
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1. The joint military exercise ‘Maitree 2018’ has started between India and which country?
Ans: Thailand
 The two week-long joint military exercise “Maitree 2018′ has started between Indian Army and
Royal Thai Army in Thailand on August 6 with a focus on enhancing anti-terror cooperation
between the two sides.

 The exercise will emphasize to hone the tactical and technical skills in joint counter insurgency
and counter terrorist operations in rural and urban scenario under UN mandate. Both sides will
jointly train, plan and execute a series of well developed tactical drills for neutralization of likely
threats that may be encountered in urban warfare scenario.

 Experts from both sides will also hold detailed discussions to share their experience on varied
topics for mutual benefit. Exercise Maitree will contribute immensely in developing mutual
understanding and bonhomie between the two armies in order to counter terrorism.

2. Which state government has signed pact with Tech Mahindra to establish India’s first
Blockchain district?
Ans: Telangana
 The Telangana government has signed pact with Tech Mahindra to establish the Blockchain district
in Hyderabad, a first-of-its-kind Centre of Excellence for Blockchain. The MoU was signed during
the 3-day International congress at HICC in Hyderabad. Initially it would be a virtual cluster,
connecting with the stakeholders working in the emerging technology.

 It would have a physical building at a later phase. Tech Mahindra, as a founding member of the
Blockchain district, will provide platform and technology assistance to all the incubators in the
district. Eleven01 Foundation will develop an India-specific protocol that will define the standards
for usage of Blockchain.

 Besides, the International Institute of Information Technology, Hyderabad (IIIT-H) will make part
of its protocol development research to the virtual cluster of Blockchain district.

3. Rajinder Kumar Dhawan, who passed away recently, was associated with which political
party?
Ans: Indian National Congress
 Rajinder Kumar Dhawan (81), the veteran Congress leader and a former Union minister, has passed
away in New Delhi on August 6, 2018. As personal secretary and confidante to Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi, Dhawan was a witness to Indira Gandhi assassination in 1984. He was Minister for
Urban Development when P V Narasimha Rao was Prime Minister.
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4. Which IIT institute has developed the first indigenous microprocessors ‘RISECREEK’ under
Project Shakti?
Ans: IIT Madras
 The group of computer scientists and a team of students from the IIT- Madras have developed the
first of a family of six industry-standard microprocessors under Project Shakti. The initial batch of
300 chips, named ‘RISECREEK’, has been fabricated for free at the Intel facility in Oregon (US),
which was used to run the Linux operating system. The design of microprocessors is open source.

 They optimize power use and compete with international units such as the Cortex A5 from
Advanced RISC Machines (ARM). The entire team was lead by Dr. Neel Gala, who is an alumnus of
IIT-Madras. The team had used a BlueSpec System Verilog language, which helped them capture
the processor functionality.

 At a frequency of 350 MHz, RISECREEK can meet the demands of defence and strategic equipment
such as NAVIC (Indian Regional Navigation Satellite) and Internet of Things (IoT) electronics.

5. The Central Government has approved 122 new research projects worth over Rs 100 crore
under which scheme?
Ans: IMPRINT – 2
 The Central Government has approved 122 new research projects of Rs 112 crore under its Impacting
Research Innovation and Technology ‘IMPRINT-2’ scheme. The aim of the initiative is to advance
research in energy, security, and healthcare domains in the high education institutions.

 IMPRINT is the first of its kind government supported initiative to address the major science and
engineering challenges that India must address and champion to enable, empower and embolden
the nation for inclusive growth and self-reliance. The proposals were approved at the IMPRINT 2
Apex Committee meeting held in New Delhi on August 4, 2018.

6. Which noted Kannada film producer has passed away, who was the only Kannadiga to
chair the Indian Film Chamber of Commerce?
Ans: M Bhakthavatsala
 M Bhakthavatsala (84), the well-known Kannada film producer, distributor and exhibitor, has
passed away in Bengaluru, Karnataka on August 6, 2018. He was an officer in Hindustan Machine
Tools (HMT) and later turned to films through distribution and managing theatres. He was known
for producing critically acclaimed movies like ‘Sandhyaraga’ and ‘Kanneshwara Rama’.

 Bhakthavatsala served as president of Karnataka Film Chamber of Commerce for 7 years and was
the only Kannadiga to chair the Indian Film Chamber of Commerce.
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7. The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has signed pact with which bank for a
long-term unsecured loan to the tune of Rs 25,000 crore?
Ans: State Bank of India
 The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has signed pact with the State Bank of India
(SBI) for a long-term unsecured loan to the tune of Rs 25,000 crore. This is SBI’s highest longterm unsecured loan to any entity and also the largest ever loan sanctioned to NHAI.

 There is no principal repayment liability for initial 3 years. After 3 years, the repayment would be
done in 14 equal half yearly instalments. The total loan tenure is 10 years. NHAI can repay/ prepay
it at any time without any prepayment penalty. The total sanctioned amount of Rs 25000 Crore is
to be disbursed within 31st March 2019. Rate of interest would be based on one month MCLR.

 Interest accrued on the amount actually outstanding will be paid on monthly basis. NHAI can draw
the amount in any number of tranches, latest by 31st March 2019.

8. Who has become the first woman shuttler to win the women’s singles World Badminton
Championships for a third time?
Ans: Carolina Marin
 Olympic champion Carolina Marin of Spain has become the first woman shuttler to win the
women’s singles World Badminton Championships thrice with an emphatic victory over P.V.
Sindhu of India in Nanjing, China on August 5, 2018.

 Earlier, Marin won the title in 2014 and the 2015 Jakarta edition. Sindhu didn’t have answers to
Marin’s blistering pace in the 45 minutes that the match lasted. The second silver meant Sindhu
is the only Indian to have four world championships podium finishes.

 She had won two bronze medals at the 2013 Guangzhou and 2014 Copenhagen editions. In men’s
singles, Kento Momota of Japan won the title with an easy 21-13, 21-11 victory over local boy Shi
Yuqi. With this victory, Kento Momota became the first Japanese man to win the Championships.

9. Which country’s team has won the 14th edition of Women’s Hockey World Cup 2018?
Ans: Netherlands
 In the 14th edition of Women’s Hockey World Cup 2018, defending champions the Netherlands
recorded a stunning 6-0 victory over Ireland in the summit clash at London on August 5 to extend
their unbeaten run in all competitions to 32 matches.

 It must be noted that the Netherlands have been crowned the world champions for a record 8th
time. Kitty van Male, who was among the 6 different goal scorers, finished the tournament as the
top scorer with 8 goals.
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 Spain won the third place match by beating Australia 3-1 to claim their first ever World Cup medal.
India finished the tournament at the 8th spot.

10. Who has become the first Indian to be appointed a council member of ICANN panel
Country Code Names Supporting Organization (ccNSO)?
Ans: Ajay Data
 Dr. Ajay Data from Jaipur, the Founder and CEO of Data XGen Plus, has become the first Indian to
be appointed a council member of ICANN panel Country Code Names Supporting Organization
(ccNSO). He has got a 2-year term and will take up the position during ICANN’s 63rd Annual
General Meeting in Spain in October 2018.

 He will represent India at a global level and will also be the custodian of Asia, Australia and Pacific
Islands as a member of ccNSO. The ccNSO is ICANN’s policy-development body for global issues
regarding country code top-level domains (ccTLD) within the ICANN structure.

 The Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) is a non-profit organization
responsible for coordinating the maintenance and procedures of several databases related to the
namespaces and numerical spaces of the Internet, ensuring the network’s stable and secure
operatio.
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