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1. Who has officially been elected as the new President of 
Indonesia?  

A] Maruf Amin B] Prabowo Subianto 

C] Joko Widodo D] Sandiaga Uno 

 Joko Widodo has been officially re-elected to a second 
term as President of Indonesia. Widodo and his vice-
presidential running mate Ma'ruf Amin won the 
election by a 55.5% to 44.5% margin over rival Prabowo 
Subianto and Sandiaga Uno. 

 The two rival election campaigns focused on the 
economy, infrastructure and corruption. Religion was 
also a core issue. Though Indonesia has no official state 
religion and the right to practise other faiths is 
enshrined in the constitution, some 80% of the country 
is Muslim.  

2. Christchurch Call to Action, which is in news recently, 
is the brainchild of which of the following countries?  

A] Canada & UK   C] Germany & Spain 

B] New Zealand & France D] Netherlands & Sweden 

 India has recently signed the new global anti-terror 
initiative ‘Christchurch Call to Action’, which is the 
brainchild of New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern and French President Emmanuel Macron to 
fight terrorism. 

 The document was signed and adopted with 
participation from 26 nations, including France, New 
Zealand, European Commission, Ireland, Norway, 
Senegal, Canada, Jordan, UK, Indonesia, Australia, 
Germany, Japan, Spain, Netherlands and Sweden. 

 The agreement came in the backdrop of the attacks on 
mosques on 15th March 2019 and is aimed at stopping 
abuse of the Internet by extremists. 

 The meeting held in Paris was attended by 
representatives of online giants like Microsoft, Google, 
Twitter, Facebook and Amazon. India was represented 
by Ajay Prakash Sawhney, Secretary. 

3. Which country has become the first in Asia to legalise 
same-sex marriage?  

A] Japan B] Taiwan 

C] Indonesia D] Malaysia 

 On May 17, Taiwan has become the first in Asia to 
legalise same-sex marriage with the passage of 
legislation giving gay couples the right to marry. 

 The vote allows same-sex couples full legal marriage 
rights, including in areas such as taxes, insurance, and 
child custody. Taiwan is a self-governing democracy 
with a vibrant civil society. 

4. Who has been honored with the 2019 JFK Profile in 
Courage Award?  

A] Paul Ryan  B] Kevin McCarthy 

C] Nancy Pelosi  D] Charles Manatt 

 An American politician, Nancy Pelosi has been 
honored with the 2019 John F Kennedy Profile in 
Courage Award at the John F. Kennedy Presidential 
Library and Museum in Boston. 

 She has been recognized for her efforts to pass former 
President Barack Obama’s 2010 health care law and 
for helping Democrats reclaim control of the U.S. House 
during last year’s elections. Pelosi is serving as 
Speaker of the United States House of Representatives 
since January 2019. 

5. Which International organization has celebrated the 
2nd edition of International Day of Light?  

A] UNESCO B] UNICEF 

C] UNIDO D] UNWTO 

 The United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has celebrated the 
2nd edition of International Day of Light (IDL-2019) on 
16th May to mark the role light plays in our daily lives. 
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 IDL aims to raise awareness of the critical role light-
based technologies play in our lives, elevating science, 
technology, art, and culture to help achieve the goals 
of UNESCO – education, equality, and peace. 

 The day marks the anniversary of the first successful 
operation of the laser beam in 1960 by famous 
physicist and engineer - Theodore Maiman. 

6. Who has been appointed as the new Pakistan High 
Commissioner to India?  

A] Masood Khalid C] Imtiaz Ahmad 

B] Mueenul Haq  D] Zaheer Janjua 

 Mueenul Haq, the current ambassador to France, has 
been appointed as the new Pakistan High 
Commissioner to India. The post of high commissioner 
to India fell vacant after Sohail Mehmood was 
appointed the foreign secretary in March 2019. 

 Prime Minister Imran Khan has recently approved the 
appointments of over two dozen ambassadors in 
various countries including India and China.  

7. Niki Lauda, who passed away recently, was associated 
to which sports?  

A] Chess  C] Sprint 

B] Judo   D] Motor Racing 

 Niki Lauda (70), the 3-time Formula One world 
champion, has passed away in Vienna, Austria on May 
20, 2019. One of the best-known figures in motor 
racing, Lauda took the title for Ferrari in 1975 and 1977 
and McLaren in 1984. 

8. The researchers at which space agency has found 
evidence of water, organics on Kuiper Belt object ‘Ultima 
Thule’?  

A] NASA  C] ISRO 

B] CNES   D] JAXA 

 The researchers at NASA space agency has found 
evidence for a unique mixture of methanol, water ice, 
and organic molecules on the surface of Ultima Thule, 
which is located in the Kuiper Belt - beyond the orbit of 
Neptune. 

 The mixture is very different from most icy objects 
explored previously by spacecraft. Ultima Thule (also 
known as 2014 MU69) is 4 billion miles from Earth and 
has captured scientists' curiosity since they 
discovered it had a snowman-like appearance. 

9. PCT Humanity has set the new Guinness World Records 
for holding longest iftar. Who is the founder of the 
charity?  

A] Sanjay Pandey  C] Himanshu Sangwani 

B] Ramesh Iyer   D] Joginder Singh Salaria 

 PCT Humanity, a charity run by an Indian in the UAE, 
has set the new Guinness Book of World Records for its 
hunger relief efforts during the holy month of Ramzan 
in Abu Dhabi. 

 Joginder Singh Salaria, founder of Pehal charitable 
Trust (PCT), said the efforts were in continuation to the 
vegetarian iftar held daily at the premises of his 
company Pehal International, Dubai Industrial Park. 
The charity set the new Guinness World Records for 
“Longest Line of Hunger Relief Package” in Abu Dhabi. 

10. What is the theme of the 2019 edition of International 
Museum Day (IMD)? (Marks: 0) 

A] Museums as Cultural Hubs: The Future of Tradition 

B] Museums and Cultural Landscapes 

C] Hyper-connected museums: New approaches 

D] Museums for peace and harmony in society 

 The International Museum Day is observed every year 
on May 18 to raise awareness about the importance of 
museums as means of cultural exchange, enrichment 
of cultures and development of mutual understanding, 
cooperation and peace among peoples. 
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1. Which of the following social media platforms has 
become the team sponsor of Indian Wheelchair Cricket 
Association for 2019 Asia Cup?  

A] Instagram B] Twitter 

C] Helo  D] Facebook 

 India’s social media platform - Helo has become the 
official team sponsor of Indian Wheelchair Cricket 
Association for 2019 Asia Cup, which has started on 
May 15 in Nepal. This association makes Helo the first 
social media app to host and promote Indian 
Wheelchair Cricket on its platform. 

 As part of the association, Helo will now be the official 
digital media partner for the team during the 
tournament. The Wheelchair Cricket Association is 
affiliated to the Disabled Sporting Society and has 16 
state teams under it. The players are 70-90 per cent 
physically challenged and will do batting, bowling, 
fielding and running on wheelchairs only.  

2. Jokha Alharthi, who won the 2019 Man Booker 
International Prize, is from which country?  

A] Iran C] Saudi Arabia 

B] UAE D] Oman 

 An author from Oman, Jokha Alharthi has won the 
prestigious 2019 Man Booker International Prize for 
her novel “Celestial Bodies”. 

 Her novel tells the story of three sisters of a desert 
country confronting its slave-owning past and a 
complex modern world. With this feat, Alharthi has 
become the 1st Arabic language writer to take the prize.  

 The prestigious 50,000-pound (Over 44 lakh rupees) 
prize, which celebrates translated fiction from around 
the world, is divided equally between the author and 
the translator. Alharthi's translator was U.S. academic 
Marilyn Booth, who teaches Arabic literature at 
Oxford University. 

 The prize is a counterpart to the Man Booker Prize for 
English-language novels and is open to books in any 
language that has been translated into English. This is 
the final year of the prize being sponsored by 
investment firm Man Group, which has backed the 
prizes for 18 years. From next year, the award will be 
known as the International Booker Prize. 

3. ISRO has successfully launched its radar imaging 
satellite RISAT-2B through which launch vehicle?  

A] PSLV C-44 B] PSLV C-46 

C] PSLV C-47 D] PSLV C-45 

 The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has 
successfully launched its newest microwave earth 
observation satellite RISAT-2B from the Satish 
Dhawan Space Centre at Sriharikota through its 
trusted workhorse PSLV-C46. 

 The 615-kg RISAT-2B meant for application in fields 
such as surveillance, agriculture, forestry and 
disaster management support. It will replace the 
RISAT-2, which was launched in 2009. The new satellite 
will enhance India's all-weather capabilities in 
agriculture, forestry and disaster management. 

 Its X-band synthetic aperture radar can give added 
details such as size of objects on Earth, structures, 
movement and change. The information will  
complement data from the normal optical remote -
sensing satellites. Such data are useful for agencies 
that need ground imageries during cloud, rain and in 
the dark. 

4. The 8th Indo-Myanmar Coordinated Patrol (IMCOR-
2019) has started at which of the following sites?  

A] Port Blair  B] Minicoy 

C] Kavaratti  D] Daman and Diu 
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 The 8th edition of Indo-Myanmar Coordinated Patrol 
(IMCOR-2019) has started at Port Blair in Andaman 
and Nicobar Command on May 20. 

 The CORPAT (coordinated patrol) initiative between 
Indian and Myanmar navies is meant to address issues 
of terrorism, illegal fishing, drug trafficking, human 
trafficking, poaching and other illegal activities 
inimical to interest of both nations. 

 Myanmar ships - UMS King TabinShweHtee and UMS 
Inlay - would undertake a coordinated patrol with 
Indian Naval Ship Saryu from 20 – 28 May 19. 

 The ships would patrol along the International 
Maritime Boundary Line between the two countries 
covering a distance of approximately 725 Kms over a 
period of four days. 

5. Priyanka Mohite, who has become the first Indian 
woman to successfully scale Mount Makalu, is from which 
state?  

A] Karnataka B] Chhattisgarh 

C] Kerala D] Maharashtra 

 Priyanka Mohite, the 26-year-old Satara based 
mountaineer, has become the first Indian woman to 
successfully scale Mount Makalu — the fifth-highest 
mountain in the world at 8,481 metres. 

 Earlier, in May 2018, Priyanka managed to scale Mount 
Lhotse, which is the fourth highest mountain in the 
world. In 2013, Mohite had become the youngest girl 
from her state to have conquered the 8,848m Mount 
Everest — the highest peak in the world — becoming 
only the third-youngest Indian to do so. 

 Mt Makalu is located in the Mahalangur Himalayas, 19 
km south-east of Mount Everest, on the border between 
Nepal and China. The first climb on Makalu was made 
by an American team led by Riley Keegan in 1954. 

 

6. Which of the following countries has launched the 
permanent residency system “Golden Card”?   

A] UAE  C] India 

B] Myanmar D] Sri Lanka 

 The Prime Minister of United Arab Emirates (UAE), 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al-Maktoum has 
launched the permanent residency system “Golden 
Card” for expats investors, entrepreneurs, specialized 
talents and researchers to be a part of the UAE’s 
success story. 

 The move is expected to attract more Indian 
professionals and businessmen to the Gulf nation. The 
new permanent visa will generate foreign investment, 
encourage entrepreneurship, and attract top 
engineers, scientists and students. 

 The new permanent residency initiative has identified 
the first 6,800 qualified expats from over 70 countries, 
to benefit from the Golden Card scheme.  

7. Which Indian diplomat will be conferred the Japan' s 
second highest national award- The Order of the Rising 
Sun?  

A] Sujatha Singh C] Nirupama Rao 

B] Shivshankar Menon D] Shyam Saran 

 Shyam Saran, an Indian career diplomat, will be 
conferred with Japan's second highest national 
award- The Order of the Rising Sun, Gold & Silver Star. 

 He will be awarded in 2019 Spring Imperial 
Decorations for his contributions to strengthen the 
strategic ties and enhancing mutual understanding 
between India and Japan. 

 He was India's Foreign Secretary during 2004-2006. 
During his tenure, the then Japanese Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi visited India for the first time in 5 
years. His contributions in strengthening mutual 
understanding between Japan and India includes 
"India Festival", which was held in Japan in 1988, when 
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he was Deputy Chief of Mission of Embassy of India in 
Japan. 

 Since 2017, Saran has been enhancing mutual 
understanding between the two countries, such as by 
hosting an "India-Japan Colloquium". 

8. Which Indian peacekeeper will be honoured 
posthumously with 2019 UN Dag Hammarskjold Medal? 

A] Gautam Bambawale  C] Atul Khare 

B] Raveesh Kumar  D] Jitender Kumar 

 Police Officer Jitender Kumar is among the 119 
military, police and civilian personnel who will be 
honoured with a prestigious 2019 UN Dag 
Hammarskjold Medal for courage and sacrifice in the 
line of duty. 

 Kumar made the supreme sacrifice while serving in the 
UN Organisation Stabilisation Mission in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUSCO). 

 India’s Permanent Representative to the UN 
Ambassador Syed Akbaruddin would collect the medal 
on behalf of the fallen Indian peacekeeper at a solemn 
ceremony on May 29 as the world organisation 
observes the 2019 International Day of United Nations 
Peacekeepers. India is the fourth largest contributor of 
uniformed personnel to the UN peacekeeping. 

9. On which date, the 2019 edition of National Anti 
Terrorism Day is observed in India?  

A] May 20  C] May 21 

B] May 19  D] May 22 

 The National Anti-Terrorism Day is celebrated every 
year in India on May 21 to generate awareness in the 
country among all sections of people, about the danger 
of terrorism and violence and its effect on the people, 
society and the country as a whole. 

 It was on this day in 1991, the former Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi was assassinated while attending a rally 
in Tamil Nadu. The aim behind the observance of Anti-

Terrorism Day is to wean away the people from 
terrorism and violence. 

10. Which of the following High courts has ruled that the 
United Nations is not a State under Article 12 of the 
Constitution of India?  

A] Delhi High Court 

B] Madras High Court 

C] Bombay High Court 

D] Calcutta High Court 

 The Delhi High Court has ruled that the United Nations 
(UN) is not a State under Article 12 of the Constitution 
of India and is not amenable to its jurisdiction under 
Article 226 of the Constitution. 

 The judgment was passed by a single-judge Bench of 
Justice Suresh Kumar Kait in a petition concerning the 
immunity enjoyed by the UNO under the United 
Nations (Privileges and Immunities) Act, 1947. 

 The petition was filed by a former UNO employee who 
was found guilty of misconduct pursuant to the 
findings of a Procurement Task Force (PTF). Sanjaya 
Bahel, convicted by a US Federal Court and sentenced 
to 97 months of imprisonment and two years of 
mandatory probation, was released and deported to 
India in May 2014. In his petition, he claimed that due 
process was not followed in his case. 
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1. Who has been elected as the new President of South 
Africa?  

A] Julius Malema B] Thabo Mbeki  

C] Cyril Ramaphosa D] Mmusi Maimane 

 South African lawmakers have re-elected Cyril 
Ramaphosa as the president of the country.  The 
African National Congress party with 57.5% of the vote 
has won 230 out of 400 seats in the election on May 8.  

2. On which date, the 2019 edition of the World Day for 
Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development is 
celebrated?  

A] May 22 C] May 23 

B] May 24 D] May 21 

 The World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and 
Development is observed every year on May 21 to 
increase the understanding of issues around cultural 
diversity and development among governments, non-
governmental organizations and the public. 

 The day was created as a result of the destruction of 
the Buddha statues of Bamiyan in Afghanistan in 2001. 
This year, in 2019, the UAE has celebrated the day to 
highlight its efforts in promoting tolerance and 
cultural diversity. 

 The event will coincide with the country’s declaration 
of 2019 as the Year for Tolerance and its hosting of 
many related events. The UAE has cultural relations 
with many countries and is an active member of the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO). 

3. Surya Prakash, who passed away recently, was the 
renowned artist from which state?  

A] Karnataka B] Telangana 

C] Kerala D] Andhra Pradesh 

 Surya Prakash (79), a well-known artist from 
Telangana, has passed away in Hyderabad on May 21, 
He received ‘Kala Vibhushan’ award & other honours. 

4. Which of the following banks has tied up with FMCG 
arm of The Art of Living?  

A] SBI  B] PNB 

C] BoB  D] BoI 

 The State Bank of India (SBI) has announced a strategic 
partnership with the FMCG arm of The Art of Living — 
Sri Sri Tattva. 

 Under this partnership, YONO users can avail a 
discount of 15% on the entire range of products offered 
by Sri Sri Tattva such as food, personal care, 
healthcare, homecare, BYOGI apparels and Shankara 
skincare products. 

 Sri Sri Tattva will make YONO's online marketplace 
richer with product portfolio in the organic, wellness 
and Ayurvedic domains, giving SBI customers 
formidable shopping experience. 

5. Chancy Chitete, who has been conferred with the 2019 
UN’s highest peacekeeping award, was from which 
country?  

A] Malawi B] Nigeria 

C] Zambia D] Egypt 

 Late Malawian soldier Chancy Chitete has been 
posthumously conferred with the UN’s highest 
peacekeeping award - Captain Mbaye Diagne Medal for 
Exceptional Courage - The award will be given during 
the 2019 International Day of UN Peacekeepers 
commemorations at UN Headquarters in New York on 
May 24. 

 In November 2018, Chitete was killed in Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) during an operation in the 
eastern part of the country to combat the ADF, an 
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armed force that had been terrorizing civilians and 
disrupting the UN’s ongoing efforts to treat, and halt, 
the spread of the deadly Ebola virus. 

 The award was established in 2014 for uniformed and 
civilian personnel who meet the criteria and is named 
after the late UN peacekeeper Captain Diagne, who 
saved hundreds of lives in Rwanda in 1994, before 
being killed. 

6. What is the India’s rank in the 2019 KidsRight Index?  

A] 117th  C] 100th 

B] 111th  D] 104th 

 India has been ranked 117th out of 181 countries in the 
2019 KidsRight Index, which ranks countries on the 
basis of how much they are involved and equipped to 
improve child rights. 

 Iceland made the top position with an overall score of 
0.967, followed by Portugal, and Switzerland. The 
annual global index is an initiative of Kids Right 
Foundation in cooperation with Erasmus University in 
Rotterdam, Netherlands. 

 They release annual reports every year by pooling 
data from UNICEF, UNDP & UN Committee on Rights of 
the Child by considering individual country reports. 

 The index consists of five categories - Right to Life, 
Right to Health, Right to Education, Right to Protection, 
and Enabling Environment for Child Rights.  

7. Who has become the India’s first woman fighter pilot to 
qualify to undertake combat missions?  

A] Avani Chaturvedi C] Mohana Singh  

B] Bhawana Kanth D] Sunaina Rajput 

 Flight Lieutenant Bhawana Kanth, who belongs to 
Darbhanga (Bihar), has created history by becoming 
the India’s first female fighter of the Indian Air Force 
(IAF) to qualify to undertake combat missions for day 
operations on a fighter aircraft. 

 This comes after she completed her day operational 
training as a fighter pilot on the MiG-21 Bison aircraft. 
At present, Bhawana is posted at the Nal base in 
Bikaner, where she will operate the aircraft with her 
squadron. 

 The MiG-21 is the oldest frontline combat jet in service 
with the Indian Air Force, having first entered service 
in 1964. The jet has been regularly upgraded since then. 
The MiG-21 "Bison" is the definitive variant of the 
legacy fighter. 

8. Which of the following international organizations has 
decided to provide $750 million loan to India for railway 
track electrification project?  

A] IMF  C] World Bank 

B] AIIB  D] ADB 

 The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has signed an 
agreement to provide long-term financing of $750 
million equivalent in Indian rupees to fund the 
Railways track electrification project. 

 It is the largest single non-sovereign loan ever 
committed by ADB to Indian Railway Finance 
Corporation (IRFC) to electrify railway tracks in India. 
It is part of a broad modernisation programme that 
will help the railways transition to electric power and 
move away from dependence on fossil fuels. 

 IRFC will use the loan proceeds to install electric 
traction equipment along approximately 3,378 km of 
existing railway lines, which will enable the migration 
of passenger and freight traffic from diesel to electric 
traction. The electrification assets will be leased to the 
Indian Railways under a long-term lease agreement. 

9. What is the theme of the 2019 edition of World 
Hypertension Day?  

A] Awareness of high blood pressure 

B] Know your numbers 

C] Treat to goal 

https://www.winmeen.com/tnpsc-tamil-current-affairs/


                      2019 MAY 24 
 

CURRENT AFFAIRS                                                                                                                                         3 
 

D] Healthy diet, healthy blood pressure 

 The World Hypertension Day is observed every year on 
May 17 to spread awareness about the disease that the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) calls a “silent killer” 
and “global public health issue”. 

 The 2019 theme is "Know your numbers". Hypertension 
or high blood pressure is a condition in which there is 
long-term high force of blood against artery walls. The 
force is high enough to cause numerous health 
problems like heart disease and stroke. 

10. Vijaya Mulay, who passed away recently, was the 
renowned personality of which field?  

A] Photography  B] Sports 

C] Film Industry D] Journalism 

 Vijaya Mulay (98), the renowned filmmaker and film 
historian, has passed away at her south Delhi 
residence on May 19, 2019. Mulay founded the Delhi 
Film Society in 1959. 
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1. Which German payments company has teamed up with 
India to issue PAN cards?  

A] Wirecard B] Paysafe Group  

C] Klarna D] Atos 

 German payments company Wirecard has teamed up 
with India to simplify the process of issuing tax 
identity cards required to open bank accounts, 
transfer money or complete business transactions. 

 The deal, with state company UTI Infrastructure 
Technology and Financial Services, seeks to widen the 
distribution of so-called PAN cards in the country of 1.3 
billion where most people still live and work in the 
informal economy. 

 Munich-based Wirecard, founded in 1999, runs a 
digital payments platform that handles payments for 
merchants and issues real and ‘virtual’ payment cards 
to consumers.  

2. Which international organization has unveiled a new 
strategy to tackle global snakebite “Emergency”?  

A] ILO C] UNESCO 

B] FAO D] WHO 

 The World Health Organization (WHO) has unveiled a 
new strategy to dramatically cut deaths and injuries 
from snakebites. Each year, nearly 3 million people are 
bitten by poisonous snakes, with an estimated 81,000-
138,000 deaths. 

 The aim of the strategy is to cut snakebite-related 
deaths and disabilities in half by 2030. An important 
part of the strategy is to significantly boost production 
of quality anti-venoms. 

 The strategy also called for integrating snakebite 
treatment and response into national health plans in 
affected countries, including better training of health 
personnel and educating communities. 

 Snake venom can cause paralysis that stops breathing, 
bleeding disorders that can lead to fatal haemorrhage, 
irreversible kidney failure and tissue damage that can 
cause permanent disability and limb loss. 

 Most snakebite victims live in the world's tropical and 
poorest regions, and children are worse affected due to 
their smaller body size. 

3. The NewSpace India Ltd. (NSIL) is the new commercial 
arm of which of the following organizations?  

A] DRODO B] VSSC 

C] BARC D] ISRO 

 On May 23, the NewSpace India Ltd. (NSIL) has 
officially inaugurated in Bengaluru, Karnataka to 
scale up industry participation in Indian space 
programmes. It is the commercial arm of Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO). 

 NSIL will act as an aggregator for all space related 
activities in industry and develop private 
entrepreneurship in space related technologies.  

 Specifically, it will be responsible for manufacturing 
the production of Small Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV) 
and Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) through 
technology transfer mechanisms. 

4. Which space agency has unveiled schedule for 'Artemis' 
2024 Moon mission?  

A] CNES  B] JAXA 

C] Roscosmos D] NASA 

 NASA has recently unveiled the calendar for the 
“Artemis” program that will return astronauts to the 
Moon for the first time in half a century. It will also 
include 8 scheduled launches and a mini-station in 
lunar orbit by 2024. 
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 The original lunar missions were named for Apollo –
Artemis was his twin sister in Greek mythology, and 
the goddess of hunting, wilderness and the Moon. The 
acronym ‘ARTEMIS’ stands for ‘Acceleration, 
Reconnection, Turbulence, and Electrodynamics of the 
Moon's Interaction with the Sun’. 

 NASA Administrator Jim Bridenstine confirmed that 
Artemis 1 will be an uncrewed mission around the 
Moon planned for 2020. Next will come Artemis 2, 
which will orbit Earth’s satellite with a crew around 
2022; followed finally by Artemis 3 that will put 
astronauts on lunar soil in 2024, including the first 
woman. All the three will be launched into space by the 
Boeing-led Space Launch System (SLS), the biggest 
rocket of all time. 

5. Which of the following organizations has successfully 
flight tested Inertial Guided Bomb (IGB) from Sukhoi 
combat jet?  

A] BARC B] MARCOS 

C] DRDO D] VSSC 

 On May 24, the Defence Research and Defence 
Organisation (DRDO) successfully flight tested a 500 kg 
class Inertial Guided Bomb (IGB) from Su-30 MKI 
Aircraft from the Pokhran test range in Rajasthan. The 
guided bomb achieved the desired range and hit the 
target with high precision. 

 The test firing of the guided bomb came two days after 
the Indian Air Force successfully test fired the aerial 
version of the supersonic BrahMos cruise missile from 
a Sukhoi jet at the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

 The 2.5 tonne air-to-surface missile has a range of 
around 300 km, and it will significantly enhance the 
IAF’s combat capability. The BrahMos cruise missile 
travels at a speed of Mach 2.8, nearly three times that 
of sound. 

 

 

6. Which Russian-made aircraft of Indian Air Force (IAF) 
has formally certified to operate on indigenous Bio-Jet 
fuel?  

A] AN – 32 C] AN – 31 

B] AN – 35 D] AN – 33 

 The workhorse of the Indian Air Force (IAF), the 
Russian made AN-32 transport aircraft was formally 
fleet certified to fly on a blended bio-jet fuel partly 
derived from trees. The fuel will be 10% tree-derived 
and 90% conventional aviation fuel. 

 The IAF has plans to widen the experiment over the 
next two years. The approval for use of bio-fuel to fly 
the Russian made fleet was given by the Centre for 
Military Airworthiness and Certification (CEMILAC).  

 The indigenous bio-jet fuel was first produced by the 
CSIR-IIP lab at Dehradun in 2013, but could not be 
tested or certified for commercial use on aircraft due 
to lack of test facilities in the civil aviation sector.  

7. On which date, the 2019 edition of World Turtle Day is 
observed recently?  

A] May 21 C] May 22 

B] May 23 D] May 24 

 The World Turtle Day is observed every year on May 23 
across the world to protect turtles and their 
disappearing habitats around the world. 

 This year, in 2019, the India Biodiversity Portal (IBP) 
initiated a “Turtle Spotting Week (May 17 to May 23)” as 
part of a unique exercise to document the creatures 
across India. The initiative aims to gather information 
about India’s freshwater turtles and tortoises. 

8. Who has been sworn-in as the new President of 
Ukraine?  

A] Volodymyr Zelensky  C] Viktor Yushchenko 

B] Leonid Kravchuk  D] Petro Poroshenko 
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 In Ukraine, comedian and political newcomer 
Volodymyr Zelensky has been sworn-in as the new 
President of war-torn country. 

 He starred in the long-running satirical drama 
‘Servant of the People’ in which his character 
accidentally becomes Ukraine's president. He plays a 
teacher who is elected after his expletive-laden rant 
about corruption goes viral on social media. 

 He ran under a political party with the same name as 
his show. Despite this, he stormed to victory and won 
73% of the vote. 

9. RBI has allowed modern currency chests to hike service 
charges from the existing rate of Rs 5 per packet of 100 
pieces to ____?  

A] Rs 8   B] Rs 11 

C] Rs 7   D] Rs 10 

 The Reserve Bank of India has allowed large modern 
currency chests to increase the service charges on 
cash deposited by non-chest bank branches from the 
existing rate of Rs. 5 per packet of 100 pieces to a higher 
rate subject to a maximum of Rs. 8 per packet. 

 For this, only a Currency Chest (CC) that fulfils the 
minimum standards will be eligible to be classified as 
a large modern CC. The increased rates can be charged 
only after such classification by the issue office 
concerned. 

10. India has banned terror outfit Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen 
Bangladesh (JMB) under which anti-terror law?  

A] POTA B] NSA 

C] AFSPA D] UAPA 

 Bangladesh-based terror outfit — the Jamaat-ul-
Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB) — was banned by the 
Government of India (GoI) under the anti-terror law 
UAPA. The terror out fit is also called as Jamaat-ul-
Mujahideen India / Hindustan. 

 The Union Home Ministry stated that the outfit has 
committed acts of terrorism, promoted acts of 
terrorism and has been engaged in radicalization and 
recruitment of youths for terrorist activities in India.  

 Therefore, the JMB and all its manifestations have 
been inserted in the First Schedule to the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) of 1967. The listing 
under the First Schedule of the UAPA means the outfit 
is now a banned organisation in India. 
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1. What is the theme of the 2019 edition of International 
Day for Biological Diversity? 

A] Biodiversity and Sustainable Tourism 

B] Our Biodiversity, Our Food, Our Health 

C] Biodiversity for Sustaining People & their Livelihoods 

D] Biodiversity for Sustainable Development 

 The International Day for Biological Diversity is 
observed every year on 22 May to increase 
understanding and awareness about biodiversity 
issues on a global scale. 

 The 2019 theme “Our Biodiversity, Our Food, Our 
Health” is meant to leverage knowledge and spread 
awareness of the dependency of our food systems, 
nutrition, and health on biodiversity and healthy 
ecosystems.  

2. Which of the following countries has been officially 
recognized as malaria-free in the WHO African Region?  

A] Nigeria C] Morocco 

B] Tanzania D] Algeria 

 The World Health Organization (WHO) has officially 
recognized Algeria and Argentina as malaria-free 
countries, after no new cases of the deadly disease 
have been reported for at least 3 consecutive years. As 
per WHO, there were now 38 countries and territories 
that have been declared free of the disease. 

 Algeria, where the malaria parasite was discovered by 
French physician Dr. Charles Louis Alphonse Laveran 
in 1880, is only the second country in Africa to reach 
this milestone. The other is Mauritius, which was 
recognized as malaria-free in 1973. 

 Argentina is the 2nd country in 45 years to be officially 
recognized as malaria-free in the WHO Region of the 
Americas, after Paraguay in June 2018. Malaria is a 
parasitic disease transmitted through the bite of 

female Anopheles mosquitoes. The disease is both 
preventable and treatable. 

3. Chagos Archipelago is located in which of the following 
oceans?  

A] Atlantic Ocean B] Pacific Ocean 

C] Indian Ocean  D] Arctic Ocean 

 The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) has 
officially passed a resolution demanding the United 
Kingdom withdraw its administration of the Chagos 
Islands. 

 The resolution welcomed the February 25, 2019 
advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice 
(ICJ) on the legal consequences of the separation of the 
Chagos Archipelago from Mauritius in 1965. It ruled 
that the UK’s decolonisation of the Indian Ocean 
islands was unlawful. 

 It must be noted that UK retained possession of the 
Chagos archipelago after Mauritius gained its 
independence in 1968. The islands have since been used 
for defence purposes by the UK and the United States, 
which established a military base on the island of 
Diego Garcia. 

 The entire Chagossian population was forcibly 
removed from the territory between 1967 and 1973, 
and prevented from returning. The Chagos 
Archipelago is a group of 7 atolls consists of more than 
60 individual tropical islands in the Indian Ocean 
about 500 km south of the Maldives archipelago. 

4. The 2019 Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 
Council of Foreign Ministers was held in which of the 
following cities?  

A] Bishkek  B] New Delhi 

C] Beijing  D] Moscow 

 On May 21, External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj 
attended a two-day meeting of the 2019 Shanghai 
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Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Council of Foreign 
Ministers in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. 

 Ms. Swaraj took up terror strikes at Pulwama and Sri 
Lanka and urged member nations of SCO for greater 
counter-terror cooperation. She said that India is open 
to strengthen the Regional Anti-Terror Structure 
(RATS) of SCO to fight terrorism and security 
challenges in the region. 

 She added that SCO must support the member 
countries’ candidatures for the non-permanent 
membership of UNSC for the years 2021-2022 and 2027-
2028. The SCO was founded at a summit in Shanghai in 
2001 by the presidents of Russia, China, Kyrgyz 
Republic, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. 
Along with India, Pakistan was also granted the SCO 
membership in 2017. 

5. What is the theme of the 2019 edition of World Bee Day?  

A] Join hands to Protect Bees 

B] Save the Bees 

C] Praise Bees & their working 

D] Save Bees, Save Ecosystem 

 The World Bee Day is celebrated every year on May 20 
to acknowledge the role of bees and other pollinators 
for the ecosystem. 

 It provides an opportunity for governments, 
organizations, civil society and concerned citizens 
everywhere to promote actions that will protect and 
enhance pollinators and their habitats, improve their 
abundance and diversity, and support the sustainable 
development of beekeeping. 

 20 May coincides with the birthday of Anton Janaa, 
who in the 18th century pioneered modern beekeeping 
techniques in his native Slovenia and praised the bees 
for their ability to work so hard, while needing so little 
attention. 

 

6. Who has become the first black African woman to 
conquer Mt. Everest in her fourth attempt?  

A] Taytu Betul  C] Dambisa Moyo 

B] Phuti Malabie D] Saray Khumalo 

 Saray Khumalo, a Zambia-born Johannesburg 
resident, has become the first black African women to 
conquer the summit of Mount Everest, with an 
elevation of 8,848m, in her fourth attempt. 

 She uses her expeditions to raise funds for libraries 
and support children's educational activities in Africa. 
So far, she has managed to raise about $80,000 for 
children's education and libraries. She also supports a 
foundation that takes care of orphans, providing them 
with education, shelter and food. 

 Khumalo has also climbed Mt Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, 
Aconcagua in Argentina and Mt. Elbrus in Russia In 
2003, South African park ranger Sibusiso Vilane 
became the 1st black person to summit Mt. Everest.  

7. Which Indian doctor has been honoured with the 'Global 
Asian of the Year 2018-19' award at the Asian Business & 
Social Forum 2019? 

A] Kamini Rao  C] SI Padmavati 

B] Hema Divakar D] Kadambani Ganguly 

 Dr. Hema Divakar, a Bengaluru-based medical doctor, 
has been honoured with the ‘Global Asian of the Year 
2018-19’ award in Dubai recently for her yeomen 
services and contributions to the women's healthcare 
ecosystem, in India. 

 Dr. Divakar received the award at the Asian Business 
& Social Forum 2019 under the 'In Service of the Society 
and the Nation' category from UAE's Trade Promotion 
Director Mohammed Naser Hamdan Al Zaabi. 
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8. Which Indian scientist has won the 2019 German 
chemistry prize at the 4th Green and Sustainable 
Chemistry Conference? 

A] Siva Umapathy C] B Sesikeran 

B] Ankur Patwardhan D] S Chandrasekhar 

 In Germany, the international competition ‘Elsevier 
Foundation-ISC3 Green and Sustainable Chemistry 
Challenge’ was recently held at the 4th Green and 
Sustainable Chemistry Conference. 

 In it, a project idea by Dr. Ankur Patwardhan from 
Pune has bagged the second prize of €25,000. His 
project named ‘Butterfly attractant for pollination 
and ecosystem health’ is about the relation between 
chemistry and ecosystem. 

 Dr. Patwardhan is currently working as head of the 
‘Annasaheb Kulkarni Biodiversity Department’ at 
Abasaheb Garware College, Pune. He developed the 
project idea with the help of Tejaswini Pachpor and 
Dattatray Naik. Patwardhan serves as a member of 
the Maharashtra State Biodiversity Board. 

9. Which of the following football teams has clinched the 
2019 Indian Women’s League?  

A] Manipur Police 

B] FC Alakhpura 

C] Gokulam Kerala 

D] Sethu FC 

 Sethu FC has clinched their first ever Indian Women's 
League trophy after defeating Manipur Police 3-1 at 
the Guru Nanak Stadium in Ludhiana on May 22, 2019. 
The Sethu FC is an Indian women’s football club based 
in Tamil Nadu. 

 The Indian Women's League is the top division women's 
professional football league in India. The 2018-19 
season is the 3rd season of the Indian Women's League. 
The league is ran by the All India Football Federation. 

10. What is the India’s GDP forecast in FY 20, as per latest 
UN-WESP 2019 Mid-year Update?  

A] 7.4%  B] 7.3% 

C] 7.1%  D] 7.2% 

 The United Nations (UN) has recently released the 
World Economic Situation and Prospects (WESP) 2019 
Mid-year Update. 

 In it, the UN has lowered its forecast for India’s GDP 
growth in 2019-20 to 7.1% from its estimate in January 
of 7.5%, citing an overall slowdown in global growth. 

 The report stated that the global economy is 
experiencing a broad-based growth slowdown led by 
slowing industrial production coupled with the 
weakening of international trade activity due in large 
part to the unresolved trade disputes between the U.S. 
and China. 

 Overall, the UN lowered its growth forecast for South 
Asia marginally to 5.8% in 2020 from the 5.9% 
estimated for the year in January. 
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1. Which of the following teams has clinched the 2019 
Sudirman Cup badminton tournament?  

A] Germany  B] South Korea 

C] Japan  D] China 

 On May 26, China clinched the badminton world 
mixed-team championship at the 16th edition of the 
Sudirman Cup 2019 in the Chinese city of Nanning. 
They beat Japan in men’s doubles, women's singles and 
men’s singles to clinch the title for an 11th time. 

 In the latest Men singles match Shi Yuqi stunned world 
champion Kento Momota 15-21, 21-5, 21-11. Japan has 
never lifted the mixed-team world championship since 
it began in 1989.  

2. Which Indian personality has been awarded the 2019 
Dr. Lee Jong-wook Prize for public health?  

A] Nikhil Kumar C] Balram Bhargava  

B] Amit Sharma  D] Asha Kishore 

 Cardiologist Prof. Balram Bhargava has won the 2019 
Dr Lee Jong-wook Memorial Prize for Public Health at 
the 72nd World Health Assembly in Geneva. 

 He bagged the award for his achievements as a 
clinician, innovator, researcher and trainer. Prof. 
Bhargava is the Director-General of the Indian Council 
of Medical Research (ICMR). 

 In cooperation with the Indian Institute of Technology 
(IIT), the All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) 
and a devoted follower group of more than 100 young 
innovators, his work on developing low-cost devices is 
already saving thousands of lives. 

3. The delegation of which union ministry represented 
India at the 2019 SCO Mass Media Forum at Bishkek? 

A] Ministry of External Affairs 

B] Ministry of Information and Broadcasting 

C] Ministry of Human Resource Development 

D] Ministry of Finance 

 The 2nd edition of Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
(SCO) Mass Media Forum was held at Bishkek, 
Kyrgyzstan from 23-26 May, 2019. 

 A delegation from I & B Ministry represented India at 
the Forum. The Forum was inaugurated by the 
President of Kyrgyz Republic Mr. S. Jeenbeko. 

 The President in his inaugural address highlighted the 
importance of Mass Media organizations of SCO 
countries in accomplishing the SCO objectives of 
mutual trust, friendly relations with neighbors and 
regional security in line with the “Shanghai Spirit”. 

 The Forum aims to strengthen the exchange and 
cooperation in the field of mass media amongst SCO 
countries. 

4. Which Indian personality has received the UNSDG 10 
Most Influential People in Healthcare Award? 

A] Prakash Javadekar B] Harsh Vardhan 

C] Baba Ramdev D] Acharya Balkrishna 

 Acharya Balkrishna, the Managing Director of 
Patanjali Ayurved Ltd., has received the ‘UNSDG 10 
Most Influential People in Healthcare Award’ on behalf 
of Patanjali Group of Institutions in Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

 Balkrishna was among keynote speakers of the UNSDG 
(United Nations Sustainable Development Goals) 
organisation. The others are Randy Oostra, UNICEF 
executive director Henrietta H Fore, WHO director-
general Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus and Abe Lee.  

 Patanjali Ayurved produces a range of Ayurvedic 
medicinal and personal care products, among other 
consumer items. The company was co-founded by Baba 
Ramdev and Balkshrina. 
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5. On which date, the 2019 edition of World Thyroid Day is 
observed?  

A] May 27 B] May 25 

C] May 26 D] May 24 

 The World Thyroid Day is observed every year on May 
25 to promote awareness and understanding of 
thyroid health and the advances made in treating 
thyroid diseases. 

 The thyroid gland is an important part of the body and 
is extremely important as it regulates metabolism, 
affects energy levels, crucial body functions, and heart 
rate. 

 Abnormalities in the thyroid gland can lead to excess 
production of the thyroid gland (hyperthyroidism), 
less production of the thyroid gland (hypothyroidism), 
goitre (enlargement of the thyroid gland) and thyroid 
cancer. 

6. Which of the following countries have started the first-
of-its-kind naval drill exercise ‘Pacific Vanguard’?  

A] Japan, South Korea & Australia 

B] Russia, China & Turkey 

C] India, Australia & United States 

D] United States, New Zealand & Canada 

 The naval drill exercise ‘Pacific Vanguard’ has been 
kick started by the United States, Japan, South Korea 
and Australia near Guam, United States. This drill 
brings together more than 3,000 sailors from the four 
countries to sharpen skills and strengthen practical 
cooperation at sea. 

 The drills will focus on live fire exercises, defensive 
counter-air operations, anti-submarine warfare, and 
replenishment at sea. 

 The Royal Australian Navy contributed two frigates to 
the exercise - HMAS Melbourne and HMAS Parramatta. 
The Japanese Maritime Self-Defense Force sent 

destroyers - JS Ariake and JS Asahi, and South Korea 
the Republic of Korea Navy destroyer ROKS Wang 
Geon. The USS Blue Ridge, the Seventh Fleet’s flagship, 
will lead the operation from the U.S. side. 

 Guam is home to more than 160,000 people, and was at 
the centre of nuclear tensions between Washington 
and Pyongyang in 2017, with North Korea threatening 
to hit the US territory with “enveloping fire”.  

7. Who won the 2019 Dylan Thomas prize? 

A] Zoe Gilbert  C] Novuyo Rosa Tshuma 

B] Guy Gunaratne D] Sarah Perry 

 The British-Sri Lankan human rights documentary 
maker- turned debut novelist, Guy Gunaratne has won 
the 2019 £30,000 Swansea University International 
Dylan Thomas prize for his debut novel ‘In Our Mad 
and Furious City’. 

 It is the fictional account of 48 hours in a North London 
housing estate after the murder of a British soldier. 
Gunaratne is a human rights documentary maker-
turned-debut novelist. The £30,000 Prize is awarded to 
the best published literary work in the English 
language, written by an author aged 39 or under. 

8. Which of the following films has been choreographed by 
Veeru Devgan, who passed away recently?  

A] Muqaddar Ka Sikandar C] Don 

B] Mr. India   D] All of the above 

 Veeru Devgan (85), veteran action choreographer and 
father of Ajay Devgan, has passed away in Mumbai, 
Maharashtra on May 27, 2019. 

 He choreographed action scenes in more than 80 films 
such as Hindustan Ki Kasam, Mr. India and Mr. 
Natwarlal (1993). He also acted in films like Kranti, 
Saurabh and Singhasan. 
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9. Who has been sworn-in as the new chief minister of 
Sikkim? 

A] Arun Uperti  B] Kunga Nima Lepcha 

C] Prem Singh Tamang D] Sonam Lama 

 Prem Singh Tamang, the president of Sikkim 
Krantikari Morcha (SKM) and popularly known as P S 
Golay, has been sworn-in as the new chief minister of 
Sikkim. Governor Ganga Prasad administered the oath 
of office to Mr. Golay in a grand ceremony at the Palzor 
stadium in Gangtok. 

 Mr. Golay is not a member of the state assembly at 
present as he did not contest the polls. The SKM won 17 
of the 32 legislative Assembly seats in the State in the 
recently held Assembly polls. 

 The Sikkim Democratic Front (SDF), which had ruled 
the State for 25 years, won 15. Mr. Golay succeeded 
Pawan Chamling of the SDF who has the record of 
longest-serving CM of the country, ruling the State for 
5 consecutive terms for a little over 24 years. 

10. Mahesh Mangaonkar is associated to which sports?  

A] Tennis  B] Badminton 

C] Chess  D] Squash 

 In squash, Mahesh Mangaonkar from India has 
clinched the Sekisui Open title for the second time in his 
career in Kriens, Switzerland on May 25, 2019. 

 In the final, Top-seeded Mahesh beat third seed Bernat 
Jaume of Spain in four games 11-9, 3-11, 11-5, 11-5. He 
had won the corresponding title for the first time in 
2016. Sekisui Open is a Challenger tour event of the 
Professional Squash Association. 
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1. Which site of Madhya Pradesh has been included in the 
tentative list of UNESCO World heritage sites?  

A] Maheswar B] Orchha 

C] Ujjain D] Khandwa 

 The architectural heritage of Orchha town in Madhya 
Pradesh has been included in UNESCO’s tentative list of 
world heritage sites following a proposal sent by the 
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) to the U.N. body.  

 According to the rules, to be a part of UNESCO’s World 
Heritage sites, the heritage or any historical site first 
has to be on the tentative list. Orchha town is situated 
on the banks of the Betwa River in Niwari district of 
MP’s Bundelkhand region. 

 The town was built by King Rudra Pratap Singh of 
Bundela dynasty in the 16th century. The ancient town 
is famous for its Chaturbhuj Temple, Orchha fort 
complex, Raja Mahal among others.  

2. Which country has launched the world's largest 
nuclear-powered icebreaker ‘Ural’?  

A] United States  C] France 

B] Germany  D] Russia 

 Russia has recently launched the third and final 
Project 22220 LK-60Ya-class nuclear-powered 
icebreaker – the Ural - at the Baltic Shipyard in St 
Petersburg to open up Arctic shipping routes. 

 The ship is one of a trio that when completed will be the 
largest and most powerful icebreakers in the world. It 
is part of an ambitious programme to renew and 
expand its fleet of the vessels in order to improve its 
ability to tap the Arctic’s commercial potential. 

 The Ural will eventually be handed over to Russia’s 
state-owned nuclear energy corporation Rosatom in 
2022 after the two other icebreakers in the same series 
- Arktika (Arctic) and Sibir (Siberia) - enter service. 

 The main task for the Project 22220 icebreakers will be 
to clear passages for ship traffic on the Northern Sea 
route, which runs along the Russian Arctic coast from 
the Kara Sea to the Bering Strait. 

 As per estimated of U.S. Geological Survey, the Arctic 
holds oil and gas reserves equivalent to 412 billion 
barrels of oil, about 22% of the world's undiscovered oil 
and gas. 

3. Where is the headquarters of United Nations Human 
Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat)?  

A] Nairobi B] Paris 

C] New York D] Berlin 

 The first session of the UN-Habitat Assembly has 
started at the headquarters of UN-Habitat in Nairobi, 
Kenya on May 27, 2019. In it, India has been elected to 
the Executive Board of the UN-Habitat Assembly. 

 The special theme for 2019 Assembly is ‘Innovation for 
a better quality of life in cities and communities' with 
the sub theme of ‘Accelerated Implementation of the 
New Urban Agenda towards achievement of the 
Sustainable Development Goals’. 

 The 5-day Assembly will be attended by four Heads of 
State, over 40 ministers and high-level representatives 
from 116 countries with over 3,000 delegates 
attending. 

 During the first session, The Assembly is expected to 
review and approve the UN-Habitat Strategic Plan 
2020-2025 and also review the Progress in 
implementation of New Urban Agenda, among other 
things. 

4. Rahi Sarnobat, who booked 2020 Tokyo Olympic quota 
for India, is associated to which sports?  

A] Shooting B] Badminton 

C] Wrestling D] Sprint 
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 Rahi Sarnobat booked an Olympic quota place for India 
at World Cup rifle pistol stage in Munich, Germany by 
winning gold in women's 25m pistol event. 

 Asian Games champion Rahi clinched her career's 
second World Cup Gold, which helped India win its 
sixth quota place in shooting for 2020 Tokyo Olympics. 
Now, India tops the Munich World Cup medals tally 
with three gold. China is at 2nd position with one gold, 
one silver and three bronze. 

5. Kalpana Dash, who passed away recently, was the 
noted woman mountaineer of which state?  

A] Uttarakhand  B] Odisha 

C] Himachal Pradesh D] Punjab 

 Kalpana Dash (50), the first woman mountaineer of 
Odisha, has passed away near Balcony area of world's 
highest peak Mount Everest on May 23, 2019. She had 
first scaled Mt Everest in 2008. 

6. Which Indian Army officer has been appointed the 
commander of UN Mission in South Sudan?  

A] Raghu Viswas B] Shailesh Tinaikar 

C] Manjit Singh  D] Narendra Singh Rathore 

 The commandant of the Indian Army Infantry School, 
Lieutenant General Shailesh Tinaikar has been 
appointed as the new Force Commander of the United 
Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS). 

 He succeeded Lieutenant General Frank Kamanzi of 
Rwanda who completes his assignment on May 26. 
India is the second highest troop contributing country 
to UNMISS with 2,337 Indian peacekeepers, second only 
to Rwanda with 2,750. In addition, India currently 
contributes 22 police personnel to UNMISS.  

7. Which country to host an international conference 
against anti-Semitism in October 2020?  

A] Sweden  C] India 

B] Japan  D] China 

 In October 2020, Sweden will host an international 
conference against anti-Semitism in memory of the 
Holocaust. 

 The conference, which is scheduled to be held in 
Malmo, will coincide with two significant dates: the 
75th anniversary of the liberation of Europe from Nazi 
rule and the 20th anniversary of the Stockholm 
Declaration, the founding document of the 
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance 
(IHRA), which assists with the commemoration and 
study of the Holocaust around the world. 

 Antisemitism is hostility to, prejudice, or 
discrimination against Jews. 

8. Who is the head of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 
tribunal for adjudicating ban on LTTE?  

A] M K Sharma   C] I S Mehta 

B] Sangita Dhingra Sehgal D] V Kameswar Rao 

 The Union government has constituted the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Tribunal to adjudicate whether 
or not there is sufficient cause for declaring the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) as an unlawful 
association. 

 The Tribunal is comprised of sitting Judge of Delhi High 
Court Justice Sangita Dhingra Sehgal. Earlier, the 
Home Ministry had issued a notification extending ban 
on LTTE in India for a further period of five years. LTTE 
was banned in India after the assassination of former 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi in 1991. 

9. Who won the 2019 Formula One Monaco Grand Prix?  

A] Valtteri Bottas B] Sebastian Vettel 

C] Lewis Hamilton D] Max Verstappen 

 Lewis Hamilton, a British racing driver who races in 
Formula One for Mercedes-AMG Petronas Motorsport, 
has won the 2019 Monaco Grand Prix with a perfectly 
measured drive. 
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10. Which of the following redefined International System 
of Units has been introduced by CSIR-NPL?  

A] Candela B] Mole 

C] Metre D] Second 

 On 2019 World Meterology Day, the Council of 
Scientific and Industrial Research and National 
Physical Laboratory (CSIR-NPL) has recently 
introduced redefined International System of Units for 
the country. 

 The redefined systems are Kilogram (SI unit of weight), 
Kelvin (SI unit of temperature), Mole (SI unit of amount 
of substance), and Ampere (SI unit of current). The 
purpose of a system of units is to enable world-wide 
coherence of measurements. 

 CSIR- NPL has also sent the new definitions to the 
Ministry of Human Resource Development (MoHRD) 
for the engineering course syllabus and to National 
Council of Educational Research and Training for 
adoption in schools. 

 It must be noted that the world’s scientific community 
adopted the resolution to redefine four of the 7 base 
units during the open session of the General 
Conference on Weights and Measures (CGPM) at BIPM 
in November 2018. 

 Therefore, there is no change in the definition of three 
other SI units—second, metre and candela — which 
were defined based on natural constants.
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1. Murray Gell-Mann, who passed away recently, won 
1969 Nobel Prize in which category?  

A] Medicine B] Physics 

C] Peace D] Chemistry 

 Murray Gell-Mann (89), a Jewish American physicist 
who theorized the existence of the quark and won a 
Nobel Prize for his method of classifying particles, has 
passed away in New Mexico on May 24, 2019. 

 He transformed physics by devising a method for 
sorting subatomic particles into simple groups of 
eight, based on electric charge, spin and other 
characteristics. He called his method the “8 fold way” 
after the Buddhist Eightfold Path to enlightenment.  

2. Who is the head of the RBI committee to review 
mortgage securitisation?  

A] Harsh Vardhan  C] V G Kannan 

B] Sajjid Z Chinoy  D] Anand Srinivasan 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has constituted a 6-
member committee to review the existing state of 
mortgage securitisation in India and suggest measures 
to deepen it. 

 The committee on the development of housing finance 
securitisation market, headed by Bain & Co Senior 
Advisor Harsh Vardhan, will review the regulations 
relating to Mortgage-Backed Securitization (MBS) 
currently in place, and make specific 
recommendations on suitably aligning the same with 
international norms. 

 It will recommend specific measures for facilitating 
secondary market trading in mortgage securitisation 
instruments, such as broadening the investor base, 
and strengthening the market infrastructure. 

 

3. Which of the following countries has been removed 
from US currency watchlist?  

A] Italy  B] South Korea 

C] Japan D] Switzerland 

 The Trump administration has recently removed India 
and Switzerland from its currency monitoring list of 
major trading partners. Both the countries were 
removed from the list because for two consecutive 
reports they had both met only one of three criteria 
necessary for inclusion on the monitoring list.  

 The watch list contains the names of countries that 
have potentially questionable foreign exchange 
policies and are suspected to be manipulating their 
currencies to gain trade advantages over the US. 

 However, the list includes China, Japan, South Korea, 
Germany, Italy, Ireland, Singapore, Malaysia and 
Vietnam among others. 

4. Who has been sworn-in as the new President of Nigeria?  

A] Muhammadu Buhari  B] Mohd Hussain 

C] Atiku Abubakar  D] Yemi Osinbajo  

 President Muhammadu Buhari has been sworn-in for 
his second term as President of Nigeria in a ceremony 
at the Eagle Square in Abuja. 

 He won 56% of the votes to defeat his main rival Atiku 
Abubakar of the Peoples' Democratic Party (PDP) in 
the 2019 February election. 

5. Who is the head of the RBI committee for secondary 
market in corporate loans?  

A] Anand Srinivasan B] Bahram Vakil 

C] Abizer Diwan  D] T N Manoharan 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has constituted a six-
member task force, headed by Canara Bank chairman 
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T.N. Manoharan, on the development of secondary 
market for corporate loans. 

 The terms of reference of the task force would include 
review of the existing state of the market for loan sale 
or transfer in India as well as the international 
experience in loan trading. 

 Further the task force will be required to make 
recommendations on required policy or regulatory 
interventions for facilitating development of 
secondary market in corporate loans, including loan 
transaction platform for stressed assets. 

 The task force has been asked to submit its report by 
the end of August 2019. In India, banks sell their 
stressed loans to the Asset Reconstruction Companies, 
but have practically no other alternatives. 

 However, globally, there is a healthy corporate loan 
market where banks can offload their stressed assets 
and those get traded. 

6. Carmine Caridi, who passed away recently, was the 
renowned actor of which country?  

A] Germany  B] France 

C] United States  D] United Kingdom 

 Actor Carmine Caridi (85), who is best remembered for 
playing Carmine Rosato in “The Godfather: Part II” has 
passed away in California, United States on May 28.  

7. What is the India’s rank in the 2019 edition of the IMD 
World Competitiveness Rankings?  

A] 43rd  C] 42nd 

B] 44th  D] 41st 

 India has been ranked 43rd most competitive economy 
in the 2019 edition of the IMD World Competitiveness 
Rankings on the back of its robust economic growth, a 
large labour force and its huge market size. 

 In the 2019 rankings, India has scored well on several 
economic parameters and tax policies but has lagged 

in terms of public finance, societal framework, 
education infrastructure, health and environment. 
Singapore has topped the index, followed by Hong 
Kong SAR and United States. 

 The IMD World Competitiveness Rankings, established 
in 1989, incorporate 235 indicators from each of the 63 
ranked economies. 

8. Who has been bestowed with the lifetime recognition 
Award by the Confederation of Horticulture Association 
of India?  

A] Harpreet Kaur C] Mrinal Saxena 

B] Vijay Sen  D] N Kumar 

 N Kumar, Vice-Chancellor of Tamil Nadu Agricultural 
University (TNAU), has been conferred the lifetime 
recognition award by the Confederation of 
Horticulture Association of India at the International 
Conference on Innovative horticulture at Pantnagar, 
Uttarakhand on May 28, 2019. 

 The award has been conferred for his outstanding 
contribution in the field of horticulture and academic 
leadership focussed on human resource development 
in agriculture. 

9. Who has been sworn-in as the new Prime Minister of 
Papua New Guinea?  

A] James Marape B] Sam Abal 

C] Michael Somare D] Peter O'Neill 

 On 30 May 2019, James Marape has been nominated, 
elected, and sworn-in as the 8th Prime Minister of 
Papua New Guinea. He is a former finance minister and 
critic of a major global gas development deal. His 
appointment comes after the outgoing leader Peter 
O'Neill resigned recently. 

 Papua New Guinea is a South Pacific nation of 7.3 
million people. It has rich reserves of copper, gold, and 
oil, but development has been hampered by public 
order issues, rugged terrain and disputes over land. 
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10. The Union Environment Ministry has launched the 
theme song 'Hawa Aane De' to spread awareness about 
Air pollution. It is written by which of the following 
lyricists?  

A] Prasoon Joshi  B] Kausar Munir 

C] Vairamuthu Ramasamy D] Swanand Kirkire 

 To celebrate 2019 World Environment Day (WED), the 
Union Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate 
Change (MoEFCC) has recently launched the song 
'Hawa Aane De' to spread awareness about Air 
pollution. 

 The theme song is written by Swanand Kirkire and 
sung by Shantanu Mukherjee, Kapil Sharma, Sunidhi 
Chauhan and Shankar Mahadevan. The film has been 
directed by Romanchak Arora. 

 Every year, Union Environment Ministry celebrates 
WED focusing on the theme declared by UNEP and 
organizes several events. This year, the theme of 
Environment Day is ‘Air Pollution’. 

 It is noteworthy that to combat air pollution, MoEFCC 
has recently launched the National Clean Air 
programme (NCAP) which is a mid-term 5 Year Action 
Plan with targets of 20-30% reduction of PM 2.5 and PM 
10 concentration in 102 cities, out of which 84 cities 
have already submitted their action plan. The main 
objective of NCAP is to control and abate air pollution 
across the country.
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1. What is the focus theme of the 2019 edition of World No 
Tobacco Day?  

A] Tobacco and lung health 

B] Tobacco and heart disease 

C] Tobacco – a threat to development 

D] Stop Illicit Trade of Tobacco Products 

 The World No Tobacco Day (WNTD) is observed every 
year on May 31 to create awareness about the negative 
impacts of tobacco consumption on human health. The 
focus theme of 2019 edition of WNTD is on “Tobacco and 
lung health”. 

 The campaign will increase awareness on: the negative 
impact that tobacco has on people’s lung health, from 
cancer to chronic respiratory disease, the 
fundamental role lungs play for the health and well-
being of all people. 

 On the occasion, the Union Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare of India organized a national 
consultation on tobacco and lung health in New Delhi. 
The consultation, organized in collaboration with 
World Health Organization (WHO). Theme of the event 
was “Don’t Let Tobacco Take Your Breath Away - 
Choose Health Not Tobacco”.  

2. The scientists at which US University have developed a 
new prosthetic foot to help tackle tough terrain?  

A] Harvard University  C] Stanford University 

B] University of California D] Clemson University 

 The scientists at the Stanford University in the US have 
developed a more stable prosthetic foot which they say 
could make challenging terrain more manageable for 
people who have lost a lower leg. 

 The new design has a kind of tripod foot that responds 
to rough terrain by actively shifting pressure between 
three different contact points 

  According to the study published in the journal IEEE 
Transactions on Biomedical Engineering, prosthetic limbs 
can better handle the rough ground. 

3. Who has taken charge as the new Chief of the Naval 
Staff?  

A] Kirath Singh  B] Karambir Singh 

C] Siddharth Rajput D] Bimal Verma 

 Admiral Karambir Singh has taken charge as the 24th 
Chief of the Naval Staff (CNS) from Adm. Sunil Lanba, 
who stepped down upon retirement. He is the first 
helicopter pilot of the Navy to become the CNS. 

 Prior to this post, Adm. Singh was the Flag Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief (FOC-in-C) of the Eastern Naval 
Command, headquartered in Visakhapatnam. 

 During his long and distinguished service spanning 
nearly 39 years, Adm. Singh has served in a variety of 
Command, Staff and Instructional appointments. The 
tenure of a Service Chief is three years or 62 years of 
age, whichever is earlier. 

4. Which state police has decided to use laser guns to crack 
down on over-speeding?  

A] Tamil Nadu  B] Punjab  

C] Gujarat  D] Kerala 

 The Gujarat government has decided to equip the 
traffic police with ‘laser guns’ for detection of over-
speeding by vehicles. The state traffic police has 
purchased 39 such high-tech guns at a cost of Rs.3.9 
crore. 

 The gun uses laser technology to detect the speed of a 
vehicle. It can record speed of three vehicles 
simultaneously in a second, even if the vehicles are a 
km away. 
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5. Which IIT has launched Integrated Database on 
Infrastructure Projects (IDIP)?  

A] IIT-Delhi B] IIT-Indore 

C] IIT-Madras D] IIT-Bombay 

 The IIT-Madras has recently launched an Integrated 
Database on Infrastructure Projects (IDIP) at the 15th 
World Conference on Transport Research conference 
held at IIT Bombay. 

 The purpose of the data platform is to enhance the 
efficiency of infrastructure development and enable 
effective decision-making among different 
stakeholders involved in the sector. 

 The initial focus of IDIP will be on the road sector, 
which has received the highest private investment 
among all infrastructure sectors. 

6. Which airport of Madhya Pradesh has been declared as 
International Airport?  

A] Raja Bhoj Airport 

B] Rajmata Vijaya Raje Scindia Air Terminal 

C] Dumna Airport 

D] Devi Ahilya Bai Holkar Airport  

 In Madhya Pradesh, Devi Ahilya Bai Holkar Airport of 
Indore has been declared as International Airport. It 
was given the International status as per sub-rule (b) 
of rule 3 of the Passport (Entry into India) Rules, 1950 
by the Central Government. 

 The airport, named after Maharani Ahilya Bai Holkar 
of Indore, is considered the busiest airport in the 
region. The Indore airport facilitates round the clock 
operations and was given its World Standardization 
Certificate by the UK. 

 An international airport has customs and border 
control facilities enabling passengers to travel 
between countries. Such airports are usually larger 

than domestic airports and often feature longer 
runways.  

7. Which IIT has recently tied up with ISRO to set up space 
technology?  

A] IIT- Guwahati C] IIT- Bombay 

B] IIT- Madras  D] IIT- Kharagpur 

 The IIT- Guwahati has signed a MoU with the Indian 
Space Research Organisation (ISRO) to set up a Space 
Technology Cell (STC) within the premise of IIT 
Guwahati. 

 The new IITG-ISRO STC would be first-of-its-kind in the 
North-east region to augment research and capacity 
building processes in the field of space-technology.  

 Through the STC, IIT Guwahati aspire to partner with 
ISRO for performing cutting edge research not only 
catering to the socio-economic needs of the Northeast 
but also to contribute towards the basic research 
activities of various ISRO projects across India. 

8. Kudakrumia rangnekari, which is in news recently, is 
associated to which kind of species?  

A] Ape  C] Snake 

B] Wasp D] None of the Above 

 Indians Scientists has recently identified a new species 
of primate wasp from the genus Kudakrumia in Goa. 
The new species was collected in the forests of Western 
Ghats. The wasp, which is dubbed as Kudakrumia 
rangnekari, was named after Goa-based researcher 
Parag Rangnekar. 

 Rangnekar is the author of a book “Butterflies of Goa”, 
which is perhaps a first field guide with photographs 
of the species found in this region. 

 His quest to document the butterflies of this unique 
region resulted in a record of 220 species, of which 13 
species had not been described before. He is the 
founder – president of the Goa Bird Conservation 
Network. 
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 The holotype is from Kotigao Wildlife Sanctuary of Goa 
of northern Western Ghats and the paratype is from 
Ranipuram hill of Kerala of southern Western Ghats. A 
wasp is any insect of the order Hymenoptera and 
suborder Apocrita that is neither a bee nor an ant. 

9. Which of the following is/are the species of orangutans?  

A] Bornean  B] Sumatran 

C] Tapanuli  D] All of the above  

 India’s only orangutan, ‘Binny’, has passed away at the 
age of 41 at Nandankanan Zoological Park in Odisha. 
The great ape was brought to the Odisha zoo in 
November 2003 from Pune's Rajiv Gandhi Zoological 
Park on November 20, 2003, when she was 25.  

 Orangutans are one of the world’s three extant species 
of great apes. According to the World Wide Fund for 
Nature (WWF), there are three species of orangutans 
— Bornean, Sumatran and Tapanuli. 

 All three kinds of orangutans are listed as “Critically 
Endangered” by the United Nations-affiliated 
International Union for Conservation of Nature. 

 They are native to Indonesia and Malaysia and at 
present are found only in the rainforests of Borneo and 
Sumatra. They can live up to 45 years in the wild and 
even more in zoos. 

10. ISRO has signed pact with which Indian armed force 
for astronaut training?  

A] Indian Air Force B] Indian Army 

C] Indian Coast Guard D] Indian Navy 

 The Indian Air Force (IAF) and the Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO) have recently signed a 
MoU for getting Indian astronauts trained for ISRO’s 
Gaganyaan mission. 

 The development formally involves IAF’s Bengaluru-
based medical arm, the Institute of Aerospace Medicine 
(IAM), in the programme as the nodal centre to train 
the first set of Indian astronauts. 

 The Rs 10,000-crore Gaganyaan is planned for 2022, the 
75th year of Indian independence. Gaganyaan (Sky 
Craft) is an Indian crewed orbital spacecraft intended 
to be the basis of the Indian Human Spaceflight 
Programme.
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