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1. The Cauvery Water Management Authority was 

constituted to address dispute over water sharing 
among how many states? 

[A] One    [B] Two 

[C] Three     [D] Four  

 The Government of India constituted the Cauvery Water 
Management Authority (CWMA) in the year 2018, to 
address the dispute over sharing of Cauvery river water 
among Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Kerala and Puducherry.  

 Recently, the CWMA, which was earlier under the 
Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and 
Ganga Rejuvenation, has been officially brought under 
the Jal Shakti Ministry. Along with CWMA, Godavari 
River Management Board & Krishna River Management 
Board are also brought under the Department of Water 
Resources River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation 
in the Ministry of Jal Shakti. 

2. As of 2020, which state has provided employment to 

highest number of labourers, under the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme? 

[A] Tamil Nadu    [B] Rajasthan 

[C] Chhattisgarh    [D] Uttar Pradesh 

 According to an official statement, Chhattisgarh has 
topped the list of states in providing employment to 
unskilled labourers under the Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme. 

 Out of the total 77.85 lakh labourers employed under 
MNREGRA across the country, 18.51 lakh labourers are 
from Chhattisgarh, which is about 24% of the labourers. 
Rajasthan comes second with 14% of the total number of 
labourers, and Uttar Pradesh is ranked third with 12% 
of the total number of labourers. 

3. T. S. Tirumurti, who was seen in news recently, has 

been appointed as the next Permanent Representative of 
India to which global organisation? 

[A] World Health Organisation 

[B] United Nations  

[C] Food and Agricultural Organisation 

[D] International Labour Organisation 

 Veteran Indian Foreign Service Officer T. S. Tirumurti 
has been appointed as the next Ambassador or 
Permanent Representative of India to the United 
Nations. The officer is currently serving as the 
Secretary (economic relations) in the Ministry of 
External Affairs. 

 He replaces Sayyad Akbaruddin, who is 
superannuating this month. Prior to this appointment, 
Tirumurti has held several prime engagements and 
positions in India’s external affairs. 

4. The Task Force on NIP recently submitted their 

report to the Union Finance Minister. What does ‘I’ stand 
for, in NIP? 

[A] Investment    [B] Infrastructure  

[C] Industrial    [D] Independent 

 The Task Force on National Infrastructure Pipeline 
(NIP) submitted its Final Report for FY 2019–25 to the 
Union Finance Minister. The summary report was 
released in December last year. 

 The National Infrastructure Pipeline was announced 
during the 2019–20 budget. The exercise aims to invest 
Rs. 100 lakh crore on infrastructure of the country over 
the next five years. The Final Report of NIP Task Force 
projects total infrastructure investment of Rs 111 lakh 
crore during the period FY 2020–25. 

5. According to the Open Budget Survey conducted by 

the International Budget Partnership (IBP), what is the 
rank of India, in terms of budget transparency and 
accountability? 

[A] 53      [B] 68 

[C] 82      [D] 102 

 Open Budget Survey, which was conducted by the 
International Budget Partnership has been recently 
released. It rates the level of budget transparency on a 
scale of 0–100. New Zealand tops the list with a score 87. 
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 In the list, India has been ranked at 53rd position among 
117 nations, in terms of budget transparency and 
accountability. The survey provided a score of 49 out of 
100 for the Union Budget process of India whereas the 
global average is 45. 

 The survey report argues that the Union Government 
should publish a Pre–Budget Statement, which can be 
scrutinised by the legislators and the public. 

6. “Kovilpatti Kadalai Mittai” has been granted the 

Geographical Indication tag. In which district Kovilpatti 
is located? 

[A] Tirunelveli   [B] Thoothukudi  

[C] Tenkasi   [D] Ramanathapuram 

 The popular candy of Tamilnadu, Kovilpatti kadalai 
mittai has been granted the Geographical Indication 
(GI) tag. Deputy Registrar of Geographical Indications 
announced the news. 

 The ‘kadalai mittai’ is manufactured using peanuts held 
together with jaggery syrup in Kovilpatti and adjacent 
areas of Thoothukudi district. As the candy has a long 
shelf life, it has a huge export potential and the GI tag 
will attract many national and international audience. 

7. ‘Bank of Schemes, Ideas, Innovation and Research 

portal’ has been launched by which Union Ministry? 

[A] Ministry of Health and Family welfare 

[B] Ministry of MSME  

[C] Ministry of Human Resource Development 

[D] Ministry of Science and Technology 

 Union MSME Minister Nitin Gadkari has recently 
launched Bank of Schemes, Ideas, Innovation and 
Research portal on MSMEs, through the Video 
conferencing. The Portal enables the Centre, State and 
UT governments to access all related schemes. 

 The portal also has features to upload Ideas, 
Innovations & Researches in the sector. The ideas 
crowdsourced are evaluated and rated by experts. The 
portal would be handled and updated by professionals. 

8. Who has been appointed as the next chairperson of 

the Public Enterprises Selection Board (PESB)? 

[A] Amitabh Kant [B] Rajiv Kumar  

[C] M S Sahoo  [D] Nripendra Mishra 

 Former finance secretary Rajiv Kumar has been 
recently appointed as the chairperson of the Public 
Enterprises Selection Board (PESB), for a period of three 
years. He replaces Kapil Dev Tripathi who has recently 
named the Secretary to President Ram Nath Kovind.  

 PESB is a high–powered body constituted by the 
Government of India, under Ministry of Personnel, 
Public Grievances and Pension, to advise Government 
on appointments of top management posts in Central 
Public Sector Enterprises. 

9. What is the objective of ‘Jagananna Vidya Deevena’ 

scheme launched by the Andhra Pradesh government? 

[A] College Fee reimbursement  

[B] Improving infrastructure of schools 

[C] Free education to school girls 

[D] Mid–day meals in schools 

 Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh Y.S. Jagan Mohan 
Reddy has launched ‘Jagananna Vidya Deevena’ 
scheme, which provides fee reimbursement to as many 
as 14 lakh college students in the State. 

 The reimbursement amount would be credited directly 
into the accounts of the mothers of the students in four 
instalments, from this academic year. The state has 
released about ₹4,000 crore for the scheme and ₹1,880 
crore towards the pending dues. Parents are asked to 
claim refunds if they had paid fees for 2019–20. 

10. Jean–Georges Noverre is associated with which 

special day, celebrated in the month of April, every 
year? 

[A] World Health Day 

[B] World Creativity and Innovation Day 
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[C] World Dance Day  

[D] World Book and Copyright Day 

 World Dance day has been celebrated every year on 
April 29, to commemorate the birth anniversary of the 
creator of modern ballet type of dance, Jean–Georges 
Noverre. 

 The day was created by the Dance Committee of the 
International Theatre Institute (ITI). Every year, ITI 
selects an outstanding dance personality to write a 
message for the day. This year the Message author is 
Gregory Vuyani MAQOMA, a dancer from South Africa.
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1. What is the name of the programme on health and risk 

communication focussing on COVID–19, launched by 
National Council for Science and Technology 
Communication? 

[A] YATRA    [B] YASH  

[C] YAGNA    [D] VARUN 

 National Council for Science & Technology 
Communication which functions under the Department 
of Science & Technology has launched a programme on 
health and risk communication named ‘Year of 
Awareness on Science & Health (YASH)’. 

 The programme aims at promoting response on health 
and inculcate scientific temper & health consciousness 
among the general public. The programme also plans to 
involve academic, research, media and voluntary 
organizations in developing solutions to equip the 
society to tackle the COVID–19 pandemic. 

2. ‘Project Monitoring Unit’ which was recently launched 

by the Government, is associated with which industry? 

[A] Chemical Industry  [B] Food Processing Industry 

[C] Coal Industry   [D] Automobile Industry  

 The Centre has recently launched a ‘Project Monitoring 
Unit’ (PMU) to help obtain various clearances required 
from the Centre and state government authorities for 
operationalisation of coal mines, as announced by the 
Ministry of Coal. 

 This decision is expected to enable the allocatees of coal 
mines to obtain timely approvals for operationalising 
the mines, thereby promoting the ease of doing business 
in India. This is also expected to improve the production 
of coal in the country. 

3. The Reserve Bank of India recently extended the 

benefits under its SLF–MF scheme. What does MF stand 
for, in the scheme? 

[A] Micro Finance   [B] Mutual Funds  

[C] Micro Funds    [D] Multiple Finance 

 The Reserve Bank of India launched Rs 50,000 crore 
scheme which enables banks to extend liquidity support 
to Mutual Funds, called Special Liquidity Facility for 
Mutual Funds SLF–MF scheme. This was introduced at 
the backdrop of the shutting down of six debt funds of 
Franklin Templeton Mutual Funds. 

 Recently, the RBI extended the benefits of the scheme to 
all banks, irrespective of whether they avail funding 
from the Reserve Bank or deploy their own resources. 

4. Which country announced to provide $3 million 

assistance to India, through its ‘Partnerships for 
Affordable Healthcare Access and Longevity (PAHAL)’ 
project? 

[A] United Kingdom           [B] United States of America  

[C] Germany  [D] Japan 

 Partnerships for Affordable Healthcare Access and 
Longevity (PAHAL) is a collaborative project between 
the aid agency of US, USAID and New Delhi based 
company IPE Global. 

 US announced that it will provide an assistance of $3 
million to India, in addition to the earlier assistance of 
$5.9 million, for tackling the spread of COVID–19. 
Through the PAHAL project, USAID will support the 
National Health Authority to assist health facilities 
enrolled under PMJAY by mobilising resources. 

5. Which state was formed along with Maharashtra, as 

a result of the Bombay Reorganization Act, which came 
into effect on May 1, 1960? 

[A] Madhya Pradesh   [B] Gujarat  

[C] Karnataka    [D] Goa 

 The Bombay Reorganization Act, which came into effect 
on May 1, 1960, divided the then Bombay province into 
two separate states namely Maharashtra and Gujarat, 
on the basis of language. 

 People who were speaking Marathi and Konkani 
became a part of Maharashtra while those speaking 
Gujarati and Kutchi became a part of Gujarat. Hence 
May 1 is celebrated as the statehood day of 
Maharashtra and Gujarat every year. 
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6. Who has recently assumed charge as the next 

Economic Affairs Secretary, after superannuation of 
Atanu Chakraborty? 

[A] Rajesh Verma [B] Tarun Bajaj  

[C] Preeti Sudan  [D] Arvind Kumar Sharma 

 The present Additional Secretary in Prime Minister’s 
Office and 1988 batch IAS officer, Tarun Bajaj recently 
assumed charge as the next Economic Affairs Secretary.  

 He is replacing Atanu Chakraborty who superannuated 
on April 30. Before having appointed in the Prime 
Minister’s Office, he served as the Joint Secretary in 
Economic Affairs Department, in charge of multilateral 
funding agencies division. He had also served as the 
Director in Department of Financial Services. 

7. According to the recent survey conducted by the 

Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy, which state 
recorded the highest unemployment rate in April 2020? 

[A] Tamil Nadu    [B] Telangana 

[C] Bihar    [D] Punjab 

 As per the recent survey conducted by the Centre for 
Monitoring Indian Economy, the unemployment rate of 
India increased 14.8% points, to 23.5% in Apr 2020. 

 Tamil Nadu recorded the highest unemployment rate in 
April 2020, among large states at 49.8%, up from 6.3% in 
March 2020. Jharkhand and Bihar follow Tamil Nadu in 
higher unemployment rate while the lowest rate was 
found in Punjab, Chhattisgarh, and Telangana. 

8. Which is the 1st state to bring its migrant labourers, 

after lockdown, through the Special Shramik Trains 
run by Ministry of Railways? 

[A] Jharkhand    [B] Kerala 

[C] Uttar Pradesh   [D] Rajasthan 

 The Indian Railways has launched the Special Shramik 
Trains to bring back stranded labourers and students 
stuck in different states across the country to their 
home states. 

 Jharkhand becomes the first state to bring its migrant 
labourers back home through the first train run from 
Telangana to Ranchi. Recently, another special train 
carrying 1,200 migrant workers from Kerala left to 
Bhubaneswar in Odisha. 

9. The Election Commission of India (ECI) has granted 

permission for holding elections to the Legislative 
Council in which state, amid the COVID–19 pandemic? 

[A] Jharkhand    [B] Maharashtra  

[C] Madhya Pradesh   [D] Jammu & Kashmir 

 The Election Commission of India (ECI) recently granted 
permission for holding elections to the Legislative 
Council in Maharashtra. CM Uddhav Thackeray is not a 
member of either house of the State Legislature and he 
should be elected to the Council before May 27. 

 The ECI granted permission to hold the elections before 
the deadline of May 27. The election process for these 9 
seats was withheld in view of the COVID–19 pandemic. 

10. Thangjam Dhabali Singh of Manipur has been 

conferred the ‘Order of Rising Sun’. Which country 
constituted the award? 

[A] United Kingdom   [B] Japan  

[C] Saudi Arabia   [D] Germany 

 Thangjam Dhabali Singh, a doctor from Manipur and 
founder of the Manipur Tourism Forum (MTF), was 
conferred the ‘Order of Rising Sun – Gold and Silver 
Rays’ by Japan. 

 He was selected for promoting a better understanding 
of Japan in India and deepening ties between the two 
countries. The award was constituted by Japanese 
Emperor Meiji in 1875. It is awarded to persons who 
contribute in promotion of Japanese culture, 
environmental preservation & international relations.
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1. What is the name of the mobile application launched 

by the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research to 
connect farmers to supply chain? 

[A] Kisan Rath   [B] Kisan Sabha  

[C] Kisan Suraksha  [D] Kisan Samriddhi 

 The Central Road Research Institute, a New Delhi based 
laboratory of the Council of Scientific and Industrial 
Research (CSIR) has recently launched a mobile 
application named ‘Kisan Sabha’ to connect farmers to 
supply chain, amidst the nation wide lockdown. 

 The application aims to provide logistics support to the 
farmers so that they can directly connect with the 
institutional buyers. This linkage with the freight 
transportation Management System would minimize 
middlemen and increase the profit of farmers 

2. As on May 2020, how many states have been 

integrated with the ‘One nation, One ration card’ 
scheme? 

[A] 5  [B] 8  [C] 10     [D] 17   

 The Union Minister for Consumer Affairs, Food and 
Public Distribution, Ram Vilas Paswan recently 
announced that five more states viz. Bihar, UP, Punjab, 
Himachal Pradesh & Daman & Diu have been integrated 
with the ‘One nation, One ration card’ scheme. 

 Under the scheme, eligible cardholders can avail food 
grains from any fairprice shop under NFSA. On January 
1, 2020, there were 12 states on the integrated Public 
Distribution system. With the addition of 5 new states, 
the total count of states integrated in the scheme 
becomes 17, as of May 2020. 

3. A national e–commerce marketplace ‘Bharatmarket’, 

is to be launched by which confederation of India? 

[A] Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) 

[B] Confederation of All India Traders (CAIT)  

[C] FICCI 

[D] NASSCOM 

 Apex Traders body, Confederation of All India Traders 
(CAIT) has recently announced that it would launch a 
national e–commerce marketplace ‘Bharatmarket’. 

 The platform aims to connect all retail traders to the 
market, in collaboration with technology partners, who 
will provide services in logistics and supply chains from 
manufacturers to end consumers. 

4. During the era of industrialisation, the workers of 

which country revolted against the exploitative 
industrialists, which led to the celebration of May Day? 

[A] France    [B] Russia 

[C] United States    [D] Germany 

 During the era of industrialisation, the labourers of the 
United States revolted together against the unjust 
labour system and the exploitative industrialists. 

 They demanded for fair wages, breaks between the 
work and paid leaves. The revolt on May 1 1886 led to the 
celebration of May Day. May Day, also known as 
International Workers’ Day is celebrated across the 
world on May 1. In India, the 1st May Day was celebrated 
on May 1, 1923, by the Labour Kisan Party of Hindustan 
in Chennai. 

5. Which special day is celebrated on May 2, and is also 

celebrated twice a year during autumn and spring? 

[A] International Space awareness Day 

[B] International Astronomy Day  

[C] International Earth Day 

[D] International Nature Day 

 International Astronomy Day is celebrated twice a year, 
during autumn and spring. The Astronomy Day 2020 is 
celebrated on May 2 and the next edition of this year on 
September 26, 2020. 

 The President of the Astronomical Association of 
Northern California had organised the celebration of 
first Astronomy Day in 1973. The objective of 
celebrating this day is to inculcate the awareness about 
the universe and the field of astronomy. 
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6. The centenary special edition e–book “Prof. B. B. Lal –

India Rediscovered” was recently. Professor B. B. Lal is 
associated with which field? 

[A] Epidemiology   [B] Archaeology  

[C] Scientific Research   [D] Literature 

 The Union minister of Culture Prahlad Singh Patel 
released a centenary special edition e–book “Prof. B. B. 
Lal–India Rediscovered” on the birthday of B.B.Lal, as a 
tribute for his contribution in the field of archaeology.  

 Professor B.B Lal, born on May 2, 1961 in Uttar Pradesh, 
is a renowned archaeologist. On the occasion of his 100th 
birth year, the e–book has been released by the Ministry 
of culture in collaboration with Prof B B Lal Centenary 
Celebration Committee. 

7. Who represented India in the Extraordinary Virtual 

G20 Digital Economy Ministers meeting held amid the 
Covid–19 pandemic? 

[A] Nirmala Sitharaman [B] Piyush Goyal 

[C] Ravi Shankar Prasad  [D] Prakash Javadekar 

 An Extraordinary Virtual G20 Digital Economy 
Ministers meeting was convened recently to discuss the 
challenges posed by the outbreak of the COVID–19 
pandemic. 

 Union Minister Communications and Electronics & IT 
Ravi Shankar Prasad represented India in the meeting. 
Digital Ministers of other G20 member also attended the 
virtual meeting. The G20 Digital Economy Task Force 
COVID–19 Ministerial Statement was released which 
ensured global digital measures to tackle the pandemic. 

8. What is the new official name of the NASA’s Mars 

Helicopter? 

[A] Intelligence    [B] Ingenuity  

[C] Brilliance    [D] Endeavor 

 In the “Name the Rover” essay contest was conducted by 
the NASA, the essay of a teenager from Alabama High 

school has been selected, which proposed the name for 
the Mars Helicopter of NASA. 

 ‘Ingenuity’ is the new official name of the Mars 
Helicopter, as announced by NASA. Earlier in March, the 
Mars rover was named as ‘Perseverance’. This 
helicopter will ride to Mars with the Perseverance 
rover, which would be launched in July or August. 

9. The All India Institute of Ayurveda (AIIA), under 

Ministry of AYUSH organised a programme called 
AYURAKSHA, in collaboration with the Police 
Department of which state/UT? 

[A] Karnataka     [B] UP          [C] New Delhi   [D] MP 

 The All India Institute of Ayurveda (AIIA), under 
Ministry of AYUSH organised a programme called 
AYURAKSHA, in collaboration with the Police 
Department of New Delhi. 

 The programme, which was titled AYURAKSHA “Corona 
Se Jung – Delhi Police Ke Sang”, was launched with an 
aim of fighting COVID–19 using Ayurveda immunity 
boosting measures, as per the advisory issued by the 
Ministry of AYUSH. Police officials with co morbid 
conditions like Diabetes, Stress, and Hypertension will 
be identified by AIIA. 

10. Which Union Ministry organised an IDEAthon on 

‘The future of River Management’, to discuss the 
strategies to river management? 

[A] Ministry of Home Affairs 

[B] Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare 

[C] Ministry of Tribal Affairs 

[D] Ministry of Jal Shakti  

 The National Mission for Clean Ganga under the 
Ministry of Jal Shakti along with the National Institute 
of Urban Affairs organized an IDEAthon on ‘The future 
of River Management’. The international webinar 
conducted with about 500 participants from different 
countries and international organizations, discussed 
about how the COVID–19 crisis can lead to the River 
Management strategies for the future.
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1. Kashmir saffron has received the Geographical 

Indication (GI) tag. Which country is the largest producer 
of saffron in the world? 

[A] India     [B] Iran  

[C] Saudi Arabia    [D] Taiwan 

 Iran ranks first in the world, in terms of production of 
saffron and India is a close competitor. Kashmir saffron 
has received the Geographical Indication tag recently. 
It is cultivated and harvested in the Karewa (highlands) 
of Jammu and Kashmir. 

 The unique characteristics of Kashmir saffron are its 
longer and thicker stigmas, natural deep red colour and 
high quantity of crocin, safranal and picrocrocin, 
among others. It is the only saffron variety in the world 
that is grown at an altitude of 1,600 m to 1,800 m above 
mean sea level. 

2. ‘World Tuna Day’ is observed on May 3, 2020. Tuna 

belongs to which species? 

[A] Bird     [B] Fish  [C] Insect   [D] Reptile 

 ‘World Tuna Day’ is observed on May 3, 2020 across the 
world. Tuna belongs to the species of fish, which is rich 
in Omega-3. As the fish contains high nutritional values 
including minerals, proteins and vitamin B12, it is 
threatened by an overwhelming demand. In December 
2016, the United Nations General Assembly voted to 
officially observe the World Tuna Day on May 3, 2020. 

3. Chak-Hao, a variety of black rice, that recently bagged 

the Geographical Indication (GI) tag, is found in which 
state? 

[A] Assam   [B] Sikkim 

[C] Manipur    [D] Arunachal Pradesh 

 A black rice variety of Manipur called Chak-Hao has 
recently bagged the Geographical Indication (GI) tag. 
Chak-Hao is an aromatic glutinous rice variety which 
has been cultivated in Manipur. 

 It is also used traditional medical practitioners. It also 
has the longest cooking time due to its fibrous bran 

layer and higher crude fibre content. The terracotta 
work of Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradsh a centuries-old 
traditional art form, also bagged the G.I tag. 

4. ‘Mukhya Mantri Shahari Rojgar Guarantee Yojna’ is 

the initiative of which state that guarantees 
employment for at least 120 days to urban-dwellers? 

[A] Haryana   [B] Himachal Pradesh  

[C] Madhya Pradesh  [D] Chhattisgarh 

 The state government of Himachal Pradesh has decided 
to launch a programme named ‘Mukhya Mantri Shahari 
Rojgar Guarantee Yojna’, which aims to guarantee 
employment for at least 120 days to urban-dwellers. 

 The cabinet also announced that the people who would 
be employed will also be given training for upgrading 
their skills. As thousands of workers have now returned 
to Himachal Pradesh from various other states, their 
experience in multiple fields would be harnessed to 
provide employment. 

5. Indian Professor Thalappil Pradeep has been selected 

for 25th Nikkei Asia Prizes 2020. The Nikkei Asia Prize 
was created and presented by a media corporation, 
based in which country? 

[A] Thailand    [B] Singapore 

[C] Japan     [D] Vietnam 

 The Nikkei Asia Prizes are conferred on individuals who 
have contributed to sustainable development in Asia. 
The award was created and presented by one of the 
largest media corporations in Japan, Nikkei. 

 The award is conferred on three categories viz regional 
growth, science, technology and innovation; and 
culture. This year the award on Science and Technology 
has been presented to Thalappil Pradeep, Professor at 
IIT Madras and a Padma Shri awardee, for developing 
nanotechnology enabled water filters that can deliver 
clean water at a cost of 2 paisa per litre in India. 

6. What is the theme of the World Press Freedom Day, 

celebrated across the world on May 3? 

[A] Journalism without borders 
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[B] Journalism without Fear or Favour  

[C] Press needs real Freedom 

[D] Press Freedom without Pressure 

 World Press Freedom Day has been celebrated across 
the world on May 3, every year. UNESCO launched a 
global campaign on media and social media channels, 
with the theme, “Journalism without Fear or Favour”.  

 World Press Freedom Conference has been organised 
annually since 1983. This year, Netherlands would host 
the conference from 18-20 October, in The Hague. It was 
originally scheduled to be held in April 2020. 

7. What is the name of the Lokpal member and former 

Chief Justice of Chhattisgarh High Court, who recently 
passed away? 

[A] K. S. Nissar Ahmed  [B] Mathew Anikuzhikattil 

[C] Kundanika Kapadia  [D] Ajay Kumar Tripathi  

 One of the 4 Judicial Members of the Lokpal and former 
Chief justice of the Chhattisgarh High Court, Justice 
Ajay Kumar Tripathi (62) passed away recently. He had 
contracted coronavirus last month. 

 He was appointed as the member of the anti corruption 
ombudsman Lokpal last year. He has served as the 
Additional Judge of the Patna High Court and later its’ 
Chief Justice. 

8. Jineth Bedoya Lima has been named as the 

laureate of the 2020 UNESCO / Guillermo Cano Prize. 
What is the award associated with? 

[A] Architecture    [B] Culture 

[C] Journalism     [D] Science 

 The annual UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World Press 
Freedom Prize honours a person or institution which 
has contributed to the promotion of press freedom. It 
was constituted in 1997 and named after Guillermo 
Cano Isaza, a Colombian journalist who was 
assassinated. The award is conferred on the occasion of 
World Press Freedom Day, on 3 May. 

 This year, Colombian investigative journalist Jineth 
Bedoya Lima has been named as the laureate of the 2020 
UNESCO / Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom Prize. 
Her works focus on armed conflict in the country and 
sexual violence against women. 

9. The first instance of African swine fever has been 

reported in which Indian state? 

[A] Bihar    [B] Jharkhand 

[C] Assam     [D] Manipur 

 The first instance of African swine fever has been 
reported in the country in the state of Assam, where the 
disease has killed about 2500 pigs. The state government 
will not cull or discard the animals immediately though 
the Centre has permitted for the same. 

 It was also announced that swine fever does not spread 
from animals to humans and an alternative option to 
prevent the disease is being worked out. Assam has 
about 21 lakh domestic pigs and leads the pork market 
in the northeast. 

10. Which plant species was removed from the ‘Tree’ 

category, through the amendment made in the Indian 
Forest Act, 1927? 

[A] Rubber Fig   [B] Prosopis juliflora 

[C] Bamboo    [D] Plantain tree 

 The 1927 Indian Forest Act was amended and the Indian 
Forest (Amendment) Act 2017 was passed by the Indian 
government, which removed Bamboo from the category 
of ‘Tree’ and felled or extracted bamboo that is found in 
or brought from a forest, would not be considered as 
‘timber’. 

 Recently, the Union Minister for the Development of the 
North Eastern Region, Jitendra Singh addressed a 
bamboo conclave through video conference. He 
highlighted that bamboo is vital to develop post COVID-
19 economy of our country. The Home Ministry allowed 
the functioning of bamboo related activities amidst the 
lockdown from April 16.
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1. An Ultra Violet (UV) Disinfection Tower named ‘UV 

Blaster’ has been developed in India by which state 
owned organisation? 

[A] HAL     [B] DRDO  

[C] BHEL     [D] BEL 

 New Delhi–based Laser Science and Technology Centre, 
a laboratory of the Defence Research & Development 
Organization, has developed an ultra violet disinfection 
tower named ‘UV Blaster’ in collaboration with a 
private firm based in Gurgaon. 

 This equipment is used for disinfection of surfaces like 
electronic equipment, computers and other gadgets in 
laboratories, which could not be disinfected with 
traditional chemical methods. This could also be 
installed in places where large number of people gather 
including malls, hotels and offices. 

2. Dar Yasin, Mukhtar Khan and Channi Anand, the 

photographers at Associated Press (AP) were recently in 
news for receiving which award? 

[A] Pulitzer Prize for Photography  

[B] Deutsche Welle Press Freedom award 

[C] Nikkei Asia Prizes 

[D] UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom Prize 

 Dar Yasin, Mukhtar Khan and Channi Anand, the 
photographers of New York based American not for 
profit news agency Associated Press (AP), have been 
named as the winners of Pulitzer Prize for feature 
photography. 

 Pulitzer Prize is a prestigious award in the field of 
journalism in the US. They have been selected for their 
outstanding photography of protests, curfews and 
clashes in Kashmir, after the Article 370 was revoked. 
This is the 54th Pulitzer Prize for the Associated Press. 
Last year the agency had won the Pulitzer Prize in 
stories, photos and video category. 

3. What is the theme of the online Contact Group Summit 

of Non–Aligned Movement (NAM) held in May 2020? 

[A] Global Economy 

[B] United against COVID–19  

[C] Stakeholders for a Cohesive and Sustainable World 

[D] Upholding the Bandung Principles 

 The online Contact Group Summit of Non–Aligned 
Movement (NAM) 2020 was recently held, to discuss the 
response to the prevalent COVID–19 crisis. 

 Prime Minister Modi participated in the online Summit, 
which was hosted by the current Chairman of NAM, 
President of Republic of Azerbaijan. The theme of the 
Contact Group Summit was “United against COVID–19”. 
The event also commemorated the International Day of 
Multilateralism and Diplomacy for Peace. 

4. Which steel company has withdrawn its membership 

from the apex steel industry body, Indian Steel 
Association (ISA)? 

[A] JSW Steel    [B] Tata Steel  

[C] ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel  [D] Jindal Steel Ltd  

 One of the country’s leading steel manufacturers Tata 
Steel has recently withdrawn its membership from the 
Indian Steel Association (ISA). The CEO and Managing 
Director of Tata Steel T V Narendran, who had been the 
President of ISA, also stepped down from the position.  

 Other members of the association of steel industry are 
JSW Steel, Steel Authority of India Ltd (SAIL), Rashtriya 
Ispat Nigam Ltd (RINL), Jindal Steel and Power Ltd 
(JSPL) and ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel Ltd. 

5. The 2021 Commonwealth Youth Games which has 

been rescheduled to 2023, was previously planned to be 
held in which country? 

[A] Cambodia  [B] Trinidad and Tobago  

[C] Guyana  [D] Jamaica 

 The 2021 Commonwealth Youth Games is the 7th edition 
of the games and was scheduled to be held from 1–7 
August 2021 in the Caribbean country Trinidad and 
Tobago. 
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 Due to the ongoing COVID–19 pandemic crisis, the 
Games has been postponed to the year 2023, as the 
Tokyo Olympics had also been postponed to 2021. The 
decision has been taken to avoid any possible clash 
between the two world games.  

6. Which country has successfully isolated the 

‘monoclonal neutralising antibody’, which is considered 
as an important step in treatment of COVID–19? 

[A] United States   [B] China 

[C] Israel     [D] Italy 

 Israel recently announced that it has isolated a key 
coronavirus antibody called “monoclonal neutralising 
antibody” at its main biological research laboratory, 
Israel Institute for Biological Research (IIBR), as per the 
Defence Minister of Israel. 

 This step has been claimed as the significant step in the 
possible treatment process of COVID–19. The isolated 
antibody can neutralise the coronavirus inside the body 
of the carriers. This is the 1st instance where monoclonal 
antibody (derived from one cell), is isolated, whereas in 
other parts, polygonal antibody is isolated. 

7. North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has been awarded 

a commemorative World War II medal by which 
country? 

[A] Germany    [B] Russia  

[C] Japan    [D] South Korea 

 Russian President Vladimir Putin has awarded Kim 
Jong Un a commemorative World War II medal marking 
the 75th anniversary of the victory over Nazi Germany.  

 As per the notification of the Russian embassy, the 
medal was awarded to the Prime Minister of North 
Korea to recognise his role in preserving the memory of 
Soviet soldiers who laid down their lives in the territory 
of North Korea. 

8. Which day is observed on the first Tuesday of May 

across the world? 

[A] World Jazz Day    [B] World Dance Day 

[C] World Asthma Day  [D] World Innovation Day 

 The World Asthma Day is celebrated every year on first 
Tuesday of May to increase awareness about asthma 
and aims to improve the lives of people with asthma 
across the world. 

 Asthma is a chronic disease of the lungs which causes 
breathing problems. Asthma usually appears through 
symptoms like coughing, tightness in the chest, breathle 
–ssness. The 2020 theme is “Enough Asthma Deaths”. 

9. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has cancelled the 

licence of the CKP Cooperative Bank Ltd. Where is the 
bank headquartered at? 

[A] Chennai    [B] Chandigarh 

[C] Mumbai     [D] Varanasi 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has recently cancelled 
the licence of the CKP Cooperative Bank Ltd. It is 
headquartered at Mumbai and has branches across 
Mumbai and Thane districts. 

 As the financial position had weakened and it was 
unable to repay its depositors, this step has been taken 
by the country’s central bank. RBI also announced that 
there is no plan for revival or proposal for merger with 
another bank at the time of announcement. 

10. Which country is set to launch a remote–sensing 

satellite named Arktika–M, to monitor Arctic climate 
and environment? 

[A] China    [B] Russia  

[C] Germany    [D] United States 

 As per the recent announcement from a Russian 
aerospace company, Russia is set to launch the first 
Arktika–M satellite to monitor Arctic climate and 
environment. The first edition of the satellite has been 
developed and it has been prepared for launch this year 
while the second satellite would be launched in 2023.   

 The satellite Artika–M is expected to monitor the 
meteorological conditions of the polar region of the 
earth and assist in accurate weather forecasting.
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1. What is the name of the operation launched by the 

Indian Navy, to repatriate the Indian citizens stranded in 
other countries? 

[A] Samudra Setu    [B] Welcome Back 

[C] Navy Setu    [D] Samudra Shakti 

 Indian Navy has launched Operation named ‘Samudra 
Setu’, which means Sea Bridge in English, with an 
objective of repatriating Indian citizens who are 
stranded in other countries. 

 As a part of Phase-1 under the operation, Indian Naval 
Ships Jalashwa and Magar have departed to Malè in 
Maldives for evacuation of Indian citizens. The list of 
persons who are to be evacuated is prepared by the 
Indian Mission in Maldives. About a 1000 nationals are 
to be transported back to India following social 
distancing norms. 

2. GARUD (Government Authorisation for Relief Using 

Drones) portal, which was seen in news recently, was 
launched by which Union Ministry? 

[A] Ministry of Defence 

[B] Ministry of Home Affairs 

[C] Ministry of Civil Aviation  

[D] Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology 

 The Union Ministry of Civil Aviation along with 
Directorate General of Civil Aviation has launched a 
portal named GARUD (Government Authorisation for 
Relief Using Drones). 

 The portal has been launched with an aim of providing 
fast-track exemptions to government agencies for 
drone operations associated with COVID-19 response. 
However, Ministry also warned about penal action & 
cancellation of exemption if the provisions are violated. 

3. Who has received the Department of Science and 

Technology’s Young Career Award in Nano Science and 
Technology for the year 2020? 

[A] Saurabh Lodha     [B] Dar Yasin 

[C] Mukhtar Khan   [D] Channi Anand 

 Professor at the Electrical Engineering Department, IIT 
Bombay, Mr. Saurabh Lodha has received the Young 
Career Award in Nano Science and Technology for the 
year 2020 instituted by the Department of Science and 
Technology. 

 He has been selected for the prestigious award for 
contributing in development of logic transistor 
technologies beyond the conventional silicon 
transistors and development of nano electronic devices 
based on two-dimensional ‘Van der Waals’ materials. 

4. What is the name of the campaign launched by NITI 

Aayog to ensure well-being of senior citizens during 
COVID-19 pandemic? 

[A] Surakshit Dada-Dadi & Nana-Nani Abhiyan  

[B] Take care of Elders 

[C] Dada and Dadi Bachao Abhiyan 

[D] Suraksha Samriddhi Abhiyan 

 NITI Aayog in coloration with Mumbai-based Piramal 
Foundation has launched a campaign ‘Surakshit Dada-
Dadi & Nana-Nani Abhiyan’. The campaign focusses on 
ensuring well-being of senior citizens during the COVID-
19 pandemic.  

 This is expected to cover as many as 29 lakh senior 
citizens in 25 aspirational districts named by NITI 
Aayog. This project is currently piloted in seven states 
and will create awareness about the health and lifestyle 
of elder people. 

5. ‘Toman’ is the newly proposed currency of which 

country? 

[A] Venezuela    [B] Iran  

[C] Bolivia    [D] Marshall Islands 

 As per the recent reports, the Parliament of Iran has 
passed a bill to allow the Government to change the 
national currency from Rial to Toman. 
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 Since 2017, the value of Iranian currency fell after heavy 
U.S. sanctions, which led to huge inflation and resultant 
street protests across the country. Now under the bill, 
the govt will slash 4 zeroes from its currency ‘Rial’. 

6. Pradhan Mantri Bharatiya Janaushadhi Kendras 

has started to accept orders for medicines on WhatsApp. 
PMBJK functions under which Union Ministry? 

[A] Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 

[B] Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution 

[C] Chemicals and Fertilizers  

[D] Health and Family Welfare 

 Pradhan Mantri Bharatiya Janaushadhi Kendras 
(PMBJK) which functions under the Union Ministry of 
Chemicals and Fertilizers have started accepting the 
orders for medicines on WhatsApp and e-mail. 

 The prescriptions uploaded online are delivered at the 
doorsteps of the users. Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya 
Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) was launched with an 
aim of providing quality generic medicines to the people 
at affordable rates. At present there are over 6300 
PMBJKs operating in 726 districts across the country. 

7. As per the recent judgement of the Supreme Court, 

which category of banks may also be included under 
SARFAESI Act? 

[A] Regional Rural Banks    [B] Cooperative Banks  

[C] Small Finance Banks      [D] Local Area Banks 

 The Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial 
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest (SARFAESI) 
Act, 2002 allow banks & financial institutions to auction 
properties, when borrowers fail to repay their loans.  

 Recently as per the judgement of the Supreme Court, the 
cooperative banks that are involved in the banking 
activities are considered as a ‘banking company’. Hence 
the SARFAESI act may be modified to include the 
procedure of loan recovery by cooperative banks. 

8. ‘Long March 5B’ rocket is the flagship launch 

vehicle of which country? 

[A] United States   [B] China  

[C] Russia    [D] Israel 

 ‘Long March 5B’ is the flagship launch vehicle of China 
and it is a variant of the standard Long March 5 rocket, 
which had its inaugural flight in 2016. The rocket 
launched a prototype crewed spacecraft from the 
Hainan Island. This new generation spacecraft entered 
its predetermined orbit 488 seconds after the launch.  

 This success is expected to let China proceed with a 
mission to send an orbiter and rover to Mars. 

9. Who are the beneficiaries of YSR Matsyakara 

Bharosa scheme of Andhra Pradesh government? 

[A] Fishermen Families  

[B] School-going children of fishermen 

[C] Women in Fishermen families 

[D] Individual Fishermen 

 The State government of Andhra Pradesh has launched 
a scheme called YSR Matsyakara Bharosa amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Under the scheme, the government 
will provide a financial assistance of ₹10,000 to each 
fisherman family. 

 This would help the fishermen community during the 
lockdown period and during the marine ban period. The 
monetary relief of fishermen venturing into the sea has 
also been raised from ₹4,000 to ₹10,000 per head. 

10. Who has been reappointed as the chairperson of 

Parliament’s Public Accounts Committee? 

[A] Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury  

[B] Mallikarjun Kharge 

[C] Anurag Thakur 

[D] Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank 
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 Congress leader Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury has been 
reappointed for another year as the chairperson of 
Parliament’s Public Accounts Committee along with the 
existing 30 members. 

 The committee was first formulated as a result of 
Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms in the year 1921. After 
1950, the committee became a parliamentary committee 
which functioned under the control of the Lok Sabha 
Speaker along with a non-official chairperson. Since 
1967, the chairperson of the committee is selected from 
the opposition party.
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1. Jharkhand banned the manufacture, sale and storage 

of 11 brands of pan masala for a year, to curb which 
harmful chemical present in them? 

[A] Magnesium carbonate   [B] Magnesium chloride 

[C] Magnesium oxide  [D] Sodium carbonate 

 The state government of Jharkhand has recently 
banned manufacture, sale and storage of 11 brands of 
pan masala for a year. This step has been taken to curb 
the harmful chemical Magnesium carbonate, present in 
pan masala. 

 The chemical is carcinogenic and harmful to the heart 
and banned for usage, as per the Food Safety Act, 2006 
regulations. Earlier, Maharashtra and Bihar also had 
imposed a ban on pan masala. 

2. Which international rating agency has projected zero 

economic growth for India in the year 2020–21? 

[A] S&P  [B] Moody’s Investor Service  

[C] CRISIL [D] Fitch Ratings 

 Moody’s Investors Service has recently projected India’s 
growth at zero percent for the current fiscal 2020–21. 
Last month the ratings agency estimated that the 
Indian economy would grow at 0.2%. 

 It had also provided a ‘Baa2’ rating for India, which 
represents moderate credit risk. It also said that India 
would regain its growth rate at 6.6% in the 2021–22 
fiscal. 

3. The India International Exchange Limited (India INX) 
is a subsidiary of which Indian stock exchange? 

[A] National Stock Exchange of India (NSE) 

[B] Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE)  

[C] Calcutta Stock Exchange 

[D] United Stock Exchange of India 

 Recently the Union Finance Minister launched INR–USD 
futures and options contracts on the two international 

exchanges — BSE’s India INX and NSE’s NSE–IFSC, at 
GIFT city, Gandhinagar. 

 This decision of allowing rupee derivatives will bring 
the rupee trading to our country, which are presently 
dominated by global exchanges. 

4. The Union Defence Ministry has signed a contract 

with which power firm of India for infrastructure 
modernisation of airfields? 

[A] PowerGrid Corporation [B] TATA Power  

[C] JSW Energy   [D] Adani Power 

 The Union Defence Ministry has signed a contract with 
Mumbai based power company TATA Power for 
infrastructure modernisation of 37 airfields. 

 The airfields of the Indian Air Force, Coast Guard and 
the Navy are to be modernised at a cost of around Rs 
1,200 crore. This is the 2nd phase of the Modernisation of 
Airfield Infrastructure programme while during the 1st 
phase the airfields of the IAF were upgraded. This 
project would facilitate the operations of aircrafts in 
poor weather conditions. 

5. Which Indian state supplies the majority of jute bags 

used in packaging, across the country? 

[A] Assam   [B] West Bengal  

[C] Kerala   [D] Odisha 

 West Bengal supplies about 95 per cent of the jute bags 
used across the country, mainly in packaging of food–
grains. As the lock–down has stopped the production of 
jute bags in the state, the Food Corporation of India 
faces a shortage of bags. 

 Union Food Minister Ram Vilas Paswan announced that 
the government has allowed packaging of food–grains 
in used gunny sacks and plastic bags during the ongoing 
procurement season. A task force has been constituted 
by the Ministry to assess the shortage of jute bags. 
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6. Where is the headquarters of the International 

Organization for Migration (IOM) located? 

[A] Rome     [B] Geneva 

[C] Grand–Saconnex    [D] 
New York 

 International Organization for Migration (IOM) is an 
intergovernmental organization that provides services 
and advice regarding migration to governments and 
migrants. It is headquartered at Grand–Saconnex, 
Switzerland. 

 Recently, the Director–General of the UN migration 
agency Antonio Vitorino said in a notification that 
thousands of migrants have been stranded all over the 
world and they face an increased risk of COVID–19 
infection. The agency also advised the governments to 
allow health care available to all migrants. 

7. When is the “Time of Remembrance and 

Reconciliation for Those Who Lost Their Lives during the 
Second World War” observed by the United Nations, 
every year? 

[A] 1–2 May     [B] 4–5 May 

[C] 8–9 May      [D] 11–12 May 

 On 8 and 9 May every year, the United Nations 
commemorates the millions who lost their lives during 
the Second World War. The World War–II led to the 
formation of the United Nations. The commemoration to 
pay tribute to all victims is officially called the “Time of 
Remembrance and Reconciliation for Those Who Lost 
Their Lives during the Second World War”. It was 
created by a General Assembly resolution in 2004. 

8. Who was awarded the first Nobel Peace Prize, for 

founding International Red Cross Movement? 

[A] Henri Dunant  [B] Sully Prudhomme 

[C] Wilhelm Roentgen [D] Jacobus van‘t Hoff  

 The first Nobel Peace Prize Henri Dunant of Switzerland 
for founding the International Red Cross Movement and 
initiating the Geneva Convention. 

 World Red Cross Day or World Red Cross & Red Crescent 
Day is celebrated on May 8 every year, which marks the 
birth anniversary of Henry Dunant. The International 
Committee of the Red Cross established by him, works 
for the welfare of the people across the world. 

9. Which state–owned institution has approved the 

project for developing ‘Human monoclonal antibodies 
(hmAbs)’ that can neutralize the SARS–CoV–2 virus? 

[A] Council of Scientific & Industrial Research, CSIR  

[B] S.N Bose National Centre for Basic Sciences 

[C] Agharkar Research Institute 

[D] Institute of Nano Science and Technology  

 Council of Scientific and Industrial Research, CSIR 
through its flagship New Millennium Indian Technology 
Leadership Initiative programme has approved a 
project towards development of human monoclonal 
antibodies (hmAbs). 

 The antibodies can neutralize the mutated virus SARS–
CoV–2 and could be used for fighting future SARS–CoV 
infections. The team that is going to develop the 
therapeutic antibodies comprises of academic institutes 
and industries. 

10. What is the theme of the World Migratory Bird Day 

2020 observed on May 9? 

[A] Love the Birds 

[B] Birds Connect Our World  

[C] Birds transcend the Globe 

[D] Birds are precious 

 The World Migratory Bird Day is celebrated on May 9 
every year, across the world. The theme of the World 
Migratory Bird Day 2020 is ‘Birds Connect Our World’.  

 The day is celebrated to raise awareness about 
conservation and ecological importance of migratory 
birds in the global ecosystem. The day was first 
introduced in the year 2006. 
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1. CSIR’s Institute of Genomics and Integrative Biology 

(IGIB) has partnered with which Indian company to 
commercialise their FELUDA test kit? 

[A] Tech Mahindra   [B] Larsen & Toubro 

[C] Tata Sons     [D] Wipro 

 Institute of Genomics and Integrative Biology (IGIB), a 
lab of the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research 
(CSIR) have entered into a partnership to commercialise 
the FNCAS9 Editor Linked Uniform Detection Assay, 
FELUDA test kit developed by IGIB. 

 Under the agreement, the licensing of KNOW–HOW for 
rapid and accurate diagnosis of COVID–19 will also be 
undertaken. The FELUDA kit is affordable, easy to use 
and not dependant on the expensive Q–PCR machines.  

2. World Health Organization (WHO) and the UN’s postal 

agency have released a commemorative postage stamp 
on the anniversary of the eradication of which disease? 

[A] Malaria    [B] Cholera 

[C] Smallpox     [D] Measles 

 World Health Organization (WHO) and the UN’s postal 
agency have released a commemorative postage stamp 
on the 40th anniversary of the eradication of smallpox. 
The 33rd World Health Assembly issued its official 
declaration that the world has successfully eradicate 
small pox, in May 1980. 

 The smallpox eradication campaign of WHO was 
launched in 1967, to fast–track the global effort in 
eradicating the disease. The stamp commemorates the 
roles of world leaders, organisations, rural doctors and 
health workers. 

3. Who has been appointed as a Director on the Central 

Board of Reserve Bank of India, who also took over as the 
Economic Affairs Secretary recently? 

[A] Tarun Bajaj    [B] Preeti Sudan 

[C] Arvind Kumar Sharma  [D] Rajesh Bhushan 

 As per the recent notification of the Reserve Bank of 
India, the government has appointed Economic Affairs 

Secretary Tarun Bajaj as a Director on the central board 
of Reserve Bank of India (RBI), with effect from May 5 
until further orders. 

 Tarun Bajaj is set to replace the position held by Atanu 
Chakraborty, who superannuated on April 30. Tarun 
Bajaj is a 1988 batch IAS officer and has held several 
crucial positions including Additional Secretary in 
Prime Minister’s Office and Director in the Department 
of Financial Services. 

4. Among the Road and infrastructure cess and the 

Special additional excise duty that were recently hiked 
by the Centre, which one is passed to the states through 
devolution? 

[A] Road and infrastructure cess 

[B] Special additional excise duty  

[C] Both of them 

[D] None of them 

 In a recent move, the Centre hiked the duties on petrol 
and diesel steeply and raised it to Rs 10 and Rs 13 per 
litre, respectively. It was also announced that there will 
be no change in the retail prices as the hike will be 
absorbed by the Oil Marketing companies. 

 Among the total hike, the Road and infrastructure cess 
will go the revenue of the Centre only whereas the 
special additional excise duty will be passed on to all 
states through devolution at 42%. This decision has been 
taken at the backdrop of falling crude oil prices in the 
global market and lower demand during the lock–down.  

5. ‘Amar Sona Bangla’, the national anthem of 

Bangladesh, was written by which Indian poet, whose 
birth anniversary is celebrated on May 5? 

[A] Bankim Chandra Chatterjee 

[B] Rabindranath Tagore  

[C] Aurobindo Ghosh 

[D] Munshi Premchand  
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 Rabindranath Tagore, also called as the ‘Gurudev’ wrote 
the ‘Amar Sona Bangla’ song during the first partition 
of Bengal, announced by Lord Curzon in 1905. The song 
later led to the uprising of the freedom movement of the 
present Bangladesh and became their national anthem.  

 Tagore is the only known person who had composed 
national anthems for two countries, including Jana 
Gana Mana of India. His 159th birth anniversary was 
observed on May 5. National Gallery of Modern Art 
organised a virtual tour to commemorate the birth 
anniversary of Tagore. 

6. As per the recent report of the Internet & Mobile 

Association of India (IAMAI), which areas of the country 
comprised of the highest number of Internet users? 

[A] Metropolitan Areas   [B] Urban Areas 

[C] Semi–urban Areas   [D] Rural Areas  

 According to the ‘Digital in India’ report recently 
released by the Internet & Mobile Association of India, 
there were more Internet users in rural areas when 
compared to those in urban areas for the first time. 

 As of last November, out of the total 504 million active 
internet users, there were 227 million active internet 
users in rural areas while there were 205 million in 
urban areas. But the time spent on internet is higher 
among the urban people. The report also highlighted 
that there was an increase of 21% in female internet 
users, higher than that of male users (9%). 

7. Based on the recommendation of which committee, 

the Defence Ministry approved the abolition of 9304 
posts in the Military Engineering Service? 

[A] Lt Gen Shekatkar   [B] Lt Gen Madhuri Kanitkar  

[C] Lt Gen PC Thimmaya    [D] Lt Gen CB Ponnappa 

 Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has recently 
approved the abolition of 9,304 posts in the Military 
Engineering Service. MES is a government Defence 
infrastructure development agency. 

 As per the recommendations of the Committee of 
Experts, headed by Lieutenant General Shekatkar, and 

the proposal of the Engineer–in–Chief of MES, the posts 
in the basic and industrial workforce have been 
scrapped, which will improve the combat capability and 
trim the defence expenditure. 

8. Which state government has raised the retirement 

age of government employees to 59 from 58? 

[A] Tamil Nadu    [B] Odisha 

[C] Andhra Pradesh   [D] Kerala 

 The state government of Tamil Nadu has recently raised 
the retirement age of State Government employees to 59 
from 58. The Government order comes to force with 
immediate effect, as per the notification released. 

 This order will also apply to all teachers in government 
and government–aided schools and colleges, and 
employees working in State public sector undertakings. 

9. Project CARD, that was seen in news recently, is 

associated with the launching of which product? 

[A] Temporary PDS card 

[B] COVID–19 Testing kit  

[C] Temporary AADHAR card 

[D] Face Masks for Doctors  

 NITI Aayog and the Department of Biotechnology have 
launched the Consortium for Affordable & Rapid 
Diagnostics (CARD) project. The project aims to scale up 
India’s capacity to make coronavirus testing kits. 

 The primary goal is to manufacture at least 10 million 
rapid antibody tests for COVID–19 by July. It also aims 
to expand RT–PCR test kits in India. The announcement 
has come after quality issues faced with Chinese–made 
antibody testing kits. 

10. What is the name of the application launched by the 

AYUSH Ministry as a part of the launch of clinical 
research on Ayurveda interventions? 

[A] AYUSH Raksha  [B] AYUSH Sanjivani  

[C] AYUSH Suraksha  [D] AYUSH Shakti  
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 Union Health Minister along with the Union AYUSH 
Minister launched the clinical research studies on 
Ayurveda interventions as an add–on to the standard 
care in tackling COVID–19. 

 This will be a joint initiative of Ministry of AYUSH, 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and the Ministry 
of Science & Technology through CSIR. 

 They also launched the Ayush Sanjivani application 
developed by the AYUSH Ministry, with an aim of 
generating data on acceptance and usage of AYUSH 
recommendations among the public and record their 
impact in prevention of COVID–19.
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1. The provisions of which act is relaxed by the states to 

increase the working hours of labourers? 

[A] Companies Act   [B] Factories Act  

[C] Epidemic Diseases Act  [D] Trade Unions Act 

 Several states in India including Uttar Pradesh, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha and Goa have relaxed 
the provision of the Factories Act, 1948 and increased 
the working hours of labourers, after facing a shortag e 
of workers following the lockdown. 

 Recently, Odisha and Maharashtra labour departments 
exempted their industries from four sections of the 
Factories Act, 1948, related to working hours of the 
staff, till June 30. Uttar Pradesh suspended key labour 
laws for three years through an ordinance. With the 
approved exemption, employers can allow labourers to 
work in two shifts of 12 hours each. 

2. ‘Mission Sagar’ the outreach initiative launched by 

India covers how many countries? 

[A] Two     [B] Four 

[C] Five     [D] Seven 

 India launched an outreach initiative named ‘Mission 
Sagar’, to assist Island nations in the Indian Ocean in 
tackling the ongoing COVID–19 pandemic. 

 Indian Naval Ship Kesari has departed for the 5 island 
nations: Maldives, Mauritius, Seychelles, Madagas car 
and Comoros, to deliver Food, Medicines including HCQ 
Tablets and Special Ayurvedic Medicines, related to 
COVID–19. 

3. What is ‘Covid Kavach Elisa’? 

[A] Personal Protective Equipment     [B] Mask 

[C] Testing Kit       [D] Disinfectant 

 Pune based National Institute of Virology under the 
Indian Council of Medical Research has successfully 
developed the first indigenous antibody detection kit for 
COVID–19 named ‘Covid Kavach Elisa’. 

 Technically, it is an anti–SARS–CoV–2 human IgG ELISA 
(enzyme–linked immunosorbent assay) test kit for 
detecting coronavirus. Asper the Union Health Ministry, 
the kit can test up to 90 samples together in 2.5 hours. 

4. Defence Research Ultraviolet Sanitiser (DRUVS) is 

developed by which organisation? 

[A] DRDO      [B] BHEL 

[C] HAL      [D] BEL 

 The Defence Research and Development Organisation 
laboratory based at Hyderabad, Research Centre 
Imarat (RCI), has developed an automated sanitisation 
cabinet called Defence Research Ultraviolet Sanitiser 
(DRUVS). 

 The sanitiser uses the UV–C type of light to sanitise 
currencies, electronic gadgets & paper. The significant 
feature of the sanitiser is its contactless operation, 
which will help in containing the spread of infection. 

5. Bureau of Police Research and Development (BPRD) 

is an organisation under which Union Ministry? 

[A] Ministry of Defence 

[B] Ministry of Home Affairs  

[C] Ministry of Law and Justice 

[D] Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment 

 Bureau of Police Research and Development (BPRD) was 
established under Ministry of Home Affairs in 1970, as a 
thinktank with the objective of modernization of police 
force. Recently BPRD released a 40 page manual titled 
‘Fake News and Disinformation: How to Spot and 
Investigate’ to help investigators and police officers to 
identify fake news aimed at spreading communal 
hatred among the people. 

6. Hari Shankar Vasudevan, who passed away recently 
was associated with which profession? 

[A] Sportsperson   [B] Historian  

[C] Healthcare Worker   [D] Politician 
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 Veteran Indian scholar and historian Hari Shankar 
Vasudevan passed away recently after contracting 
COVID–19. Professor Hari Vasudevan was working as a 
UGC Emeritus Professor in the Department of History 
and China Centre of Calcutta University after his 
superannuation. 

 He was an important personality in the field of Russian 
& Central Asian history. He also served as the Director 
of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Institute of Asian Studies, 
institution under Ministry of Culture Govt of India. 

7. Where is the headquarters of the United Nations 

World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) located? 

[A] Paris    [B] Madrid  

[C] New York    [D] Geneva  

 The World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) is the United 
Nations agency responsible for the promotion of 
sustainable and universally accessible tourism. Its 
headquarters is located at Madrid, Spain. 

 As per the latest UNWTO World Tourism Barometer 
report, International tourism could decline by 60–80% 
in 2020 due to the COVID–19 pandemic, which might 
result in the revenue loss of USD 910 billion to 1.2 trillion. 
It also said that the crisis has caused 22% fall in 
international tourist arrivals during the first quarter of 
2020. 

8. Which day is celebrated in India on May 11, to mark 

the achievement of its nuclear tests made at Pokhran 
in 1998? 

[A] National Nuclear Power Day 

[B] National Technology Day  

[C] National Nuclear Weapon Day 

[D] Pokhran Day 

 May 11 is celebrated as National Technology Day in 
India every year, to mark the day on which India 
conducted its nuclear tests at Pokhran, Rajasthan in the 
year 1998. India conducted its 1st nuclear test, code 
named “Smiling Buddha” in 1974. In 1998, under the code 

name Operation Shakti, the next nuclear mission was 
carried out. 

 Dr APJ Abdul Kalam led the scientific team which 
carried out the nuclear weapon tests on May 11. At 
present, India is among eight countries in the world that 
own a nuclear weapons program. 

9. The Suraksha Store initiative has been launched by 

which Union Ministry? 

[A] Ministry of Home Affairs 

[B] Ministry of Consumer Affairs  

[C] Ministry of Finance 

[D] Ministry of Road Transport and Highways 

 The Suraksha Store initiative has been launched by the 
Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public 
Distribution. 

 The aim of this scheme to educate Kirana store owners 
across the country about safety guidelines and 
sanitation measures to be followed while running their 
businesses. Recently the Dept., of Consumer Affairs has 
partnered with tech startups Safejob and Seekify to 
leverage technology in implementing this scheme. 

10. ‘Pranavayu’ is a respiratory health awareness 

programme launched in which Indian city? 

[A] New Delhi    [B] Bengaluru  

[C] Chennai    [D] Hyderabad 

 The Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike, the city 
corporation of Bengaluru has launched ‘Pranavayu 
programme’ to create awareness about self 
examination of respiratory health for the city dwellers.   

 The programme aims at educating people with low 
oxygen level in their blood to check themselves at an 
early stage. Under the programme, several ads are 
published in media about self examination.
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1. As per the new guidelines issued regarding the 

Aarogya Setu app, what is the maximum number of days 
the data can be stored? 

[A] 120      [B] 180  

[C] 210      [D] 365 

 The Government of India has recently issued a set of 
guidelines to be followed for data processing of Aarogya 
Setu app users. As per the new rules, the storage of data 
beyond 180 days is prohibited and users can seek 
deletion of their data from the government’s records 
within 30 days of request. 

 The new norms allow collection of only demographic, 
contact, self assessment and location data of infected 
persons and their contacts. Any violation of these 
directions may lead to penalties under the Disaster 
Management Act, 2005. 

2. Which Indian state has launched the new initiative 

‘FIR Aapke Dwar Yojana’? 

[A] Uttar Pradesh   [B] Punjab 

[C] Madhya Pradesh    [D] Maharashtra 

 The government of Madhya Pradesh has launched a 
new scheme called ‘FIR Aapke Dwar Yojana’ in Bhopal. 
The scheme has been launched on a pilot basis in 23 
Police stations across the state. 

 Under the scheme, people need not visit Police stations 
to lodge an FIR, rather they can use the number 100. The 
Dial 100 vehicle would have trained Head Constables to 
lodge FIR. 

3. What is the name of the helpline launched by the 

Union HRD Minister for the students of Central 
University of Odisha? 

[A] Suraksha     [B] Bharosa  

[C] Shakti     [D] Raksha 

 The Union Minister for Human Resource Development 
Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank recently launched the 
Central University of Odisha Helpline ‘Bharosa’, 
through a virtual platform in New Delhi. 

 The helpline has been launched with an aim of assisting 
the student community during the difficult time of 
COVID–19 pandemic. The Helpline Number 080 46 80 10 
10, aims at redressing grievances and providing 
services to all the students of the University. 

4. How many markets are to be integrated with e–NAM 

platform before May 15, as per the target of Agriculture 
Ministry? 

[A] 1000     [B] 2000 

[C] 4000     [D] 8000 

 The Union Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar 
recently launched integration of 117 additional 
wholesale mandis with the electronic National 
Agriculture Market (eNAM) platform. 

 After the integration, the total number of online mandis 
became 962, across the country against the target of 
1000 mandis before May 15. In the e–NAM platform, 
distant bidding facility for wholesale produce in APMC 
mandis without physical presence of buyer or trader 
and e–payment facility are provided. 

5. Who is the first Indian to win the Fed Cup Heart 

Award for Asia / Oceania zone? 

[A] Leander Paes  [B] Sania Mirza  

[C] Rohan Bopanna  [D] Prajnesh Gunneswaran 

 Tennis star Sania Mirza became the first Indian to win 
the Fed Cup Heart Award for Asia / Oceania zone. She 
secured more than 10,000 votes out of the total 16,985.  

 The Fed Cup Heart Award is an International Tennis 
Federation (ITF) initiative that was established in 2009 
to recognise the Fed Cup players for their distinction, 
courage and commitment. 

6. Which Indian sportsperson is set to take charge as 

the President of the Paralympic Committee of India? 

[A] Devendra Jhajharia  [B] Deepa Malik  

[C] Mariyappan Thangavelu [D] Varun Singh Bhati 
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 India’s first and only woman Paralympics silver 
medallist, Deepa Malik is set to take charge as the 
President of the Paralympic Committee of India. She had 
earlier announced her retirement from active sports.  

 She is the only woman para–athlete to have been given 
the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna award. She is also a 
recipient of the Padma Shri and Arjuna Award. Deepa 
Malik won her silver medal at the 2016 Rio de Janeiro 
Summer Paralympics in shot put. She has won 58 
national and 23 international medals. 

7. What is the theme of the International Nurses Day 

2020? 

[A] Nursing the World to Health  

[B] Honour the Nurses 

[C] Nurses are Warriors 

[D] Nursing the Globe 

 Every year the International Nurses Day is celebrated 
on May 12. It is celebrated to mark the birth anniversary 
of Florence Nightingale. 2020 also marks the 200th birth 
anniversary of Florence Nightingale. 

 World Health Organization (WHO) has declared 2020 as 
the ‘Year of the Nurse and the Midwife’. This year, the 
theme of the International Nurses Day is “Nursing the 
World to Health”. 

8. Which Union Ministry has launched, Management 

Information System named CHAMPIONS portal? 

[A] Ministry of Human Resources and Development 

[B] Ministry of MSME  

[C] Ministry of Science and Technology 

[D] Ministry of Home Affairs 

 Union Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) 
Ministry has launched CHAMPIONS portal 
www.champions.gov.in. 

 It is a control room – management information system 
aimed at assisting Indian MSMEs and solving their 
grievances. 

 The ‘CHAMPIONS’ stands for Creation and Harmonious 
Application of Modern Processes for Increasing the 
Output and National Strength. It uses advanced 
technology like AI, Machine Learning and integrated 
with the Centre’s CPGRAMS grievance portal. 

9. Sero–survey, that is proposed to be conducted by 

ICMR, involves the predominant testing of which 
sample? 

[A] Nasal swab   [B] Throat swab 

[C] Blood    [D] Urine 

 The Indian Council of Medical Research, ICMR and 
National Centre for Disease Control proposed to launch 
a population–based sero–survey at district level. This 
operation is to be done in collaboration with key 
stakeholders and State Health Departments. 

 It involves testing the blood serum predominantly. All 
population groups including outpatient attendees, 
pregnant women and health care workers will be tested. 

10. What is “Airlens Minus Corona”, that was seen in 

news recently? 

[A] Air purifier   [B] Disinfectant Robot  

[C] Special Mask  [D] Sanitiser 

 A team of Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) and 
Stanford alumni have developed a technology named 
“Airlens Minus Corona”. It has received certification 
from the National Accreditation Board for Testing and 
Calibration Laboratories (NABL). 

 It is an ‘intelligent robot’ machine that can travel to 
hospitals and other crowded public places and disinfect 
surfaces with a water–based technology. Unlike the 
alcohol–based or UV–based method, the technology 
works on the basis of ‘Water Electro Activation’ 
technique. Charged or ionised water droplets will kill 
the virus by destroying its proteins.
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1. The TVS group and the Sundaram Medical Foundation 

collaborated with which institution to develop a 
respiratory device called ‘The Sundaram Ventago’? 

[A] AIIMS   [B] IISC 

[C] IIT–Madras   [D] IIT–Guwahati 

 The TVS group and the Sundaram Medical Foundation 
collaborated with IIT–Madras to develop an affordable 
and automated respiratory assist device called The 
Sundaram Ventago. 

 This device has been developed in collaboration with 
hospitals like Madras Medical College and Cauvery 
Hospital along with guidance from institutions like 
MIT–Boston. The device uses automated squeezing of a 
self–inflating bag or AMBU bag to provide respiratory 
support to patients. 

2. The national public health institute of which country 

has committed $3.6 million to assist India’s response to 
the Covid–19 pandemic? 

[A] China   [B] South Korea 

[C] Germany   [D] United States  

 The national public health institute of the United States, 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has 
committed $3.6 million to assist India’s response to the 
COVID–19 pandemic. 

 This initial tranche of funding will help India to 
strengthen and support the efforts of India to increase 
laboratory capacity for SARS–COV–2 testing. The CDC 
India program will also provide technical assistance for 
India’s response for the ongoing crisis emergency. 

3. Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) is an 

autonomous organisation of which Union Ministry? 

[A] Ministry of Culture 

[B] Ministry of External Affairs  

[C] Ministry of Home Affairs 

[D] Ministry of Tourism 

 The Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) is an 
autonomous organisation of Union Ministry of External 
Affairs. Its main objective is to build cultural relations 
with other countries. 

 Recently, ICCR released a song titled “United We Fight” 
featuring famous musicians like Usha Uthup and Joe 
Alvares, as a part of its efforts to instil hope among 
Indians in their fight against COVID–19. The song was 
written and composed by Joe Alvares and sung by 
several famous singers from across the country. 

4. What is the quantum of the special economic package 

“Atma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan” announced by the 
Government of India? 

[A] Rs. 5 lakh crore   [B] Rs. 10 lakh crore 

[C] Rs. 20 lakh crore    [D] Rs. 30 lakh crore 

 The Prime Minister of India recently unveiled a special 
economic package titled “Atma Nirbhar Bharat 
Abhiyan” to the tune of Rs. 20 lakh crore. It aims to 
stimulate the economic activities of the country, ahead 
of the 4th phase of the lockdown. 

 The stimulus package also includes Rs 1.7 lakh crore 
package of free food grains to poor and cash to poor 
women and elderly, that was announced in the month of 
March in the name of PM Karib Kalyan Yojana. It also 
includes the liquidity measures and interest cuts 
announced by RBI. The Prime Minister said the package 
will focus on land, labour, liquidity and laws. 

5. Which official index of India recently declined 

sharply to 16.5% in the month of March, 2020? 

[A] Consumer Price Index 

[B] Index of Industrial Production  

[C] Wholesale Price Index 

[D] Net national Income 

 The Index of Industrial Production (IIP) is an index 
published by the Central Statistical Organisation (CSO), 
every month. It shows the growth rate of industry 
groups in the economy such as manufacturing and 
electricity. 
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 Recently, the IIP of March recorded a sharp decline of 
16.7 per cent to 120.1 in the month of March. The data 
also showed that the industrial growth during the fiscal 
year 2019–20 slipped 0.7 per cent, against the 3.8 per 
cent rise in 2018–19. 

6. Which is the venue of the FIFA U–17 Women’s World 

Cup that has been rescheduled for Feb–March 2021? 

[A] Brazil    [B] India  

[C] Japan    [D] China 

 The FIFA U–17 Women’s World Cup was originally 
scheduled to be held in India from November 2–21 in 
2020 and was subsequently postponed due to the 
pandemic.  

 Recently, FIFA announced that the World Cup 
tournament has been rescheduled to Feb.17–March 7, 
2021. It was originally planned to be held across five 
host cities of India namely – Navi Mumbai, Guwahati, 
Ahmedabad, Kolkata and Bhubaneswar. 

7. Who is the head of the six–member committee formed 

by the Sports Authority of India (SAI) to draft 
procedures for resuming training after lockdown? 

[A] Rohit Bharadwaj   [B] Jay Shah 

[C] Mushtaque Ahmad  [D] Dr Narinder Dhruv 

 The Sports Authority of India (SAI) has formed a six–
member committee to prepare a Standard Operating 
Procedure for resuming the training of sportspersons 
across several disciplines, after the lockdown would be 
lifted. 

 The Secretary of Sports Authority of India (SAI) Rohit 
Bharadwaj will head the panel. It will also include 
preventive measures to be observed by all stakeholders, 
including trainees, coaches and staff. The 
recommendations will be sent to the Sports Ministry for 
approval. 

8. National Aerospace Laboratories (NAL), that has 

‘SwasthVayu’ ventilator, is an aerospace laboratory 
of which organisation? 

[A] DRDO [B] CSIR  [C] ISRO             [D] HAL 

 India’s first aerospace firm and a laboratory of Council 
of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR), National 
Aerospace Laboratories (NAL) has developed a portable 
non–invasive ventilator, ‘SwasthVayu’. 

 SwasthVayu is a microcontroller–based control system 
that has a potential use to treat moderate or mid–stage 
patients. It can be used in wards, Make shift Hospitals, 
dispensaries and homes. The ventilator has been 
developed by NAL in record 36 days. 

9. Telia Rumal handloom cloth, that recently received 

G.I tag, is associated with which state / UT? 

[A] Jammu & Kashmir  [B] Himachal Pradesh 

[C] Telangana   [D] Karnataka 

 Recently, the Geographical Indication (GI) tag has been 
provided to Jharkhand’s Sohrai Khovar painting and 
Telangana’s Telia Rumal handloom cloth. The painting 
is a traditional art that is created by tribal women with 
locally available soils of different colours. 

 It is predominantly done in Hazaribagh district of 
Jharkhand. Telia Rumal cloth has intricate handmade 
work with cotton loom, with designs in red, black and 
white colours. Thanjavur Netti (pith) works that uses 
Aeschynomene aspera plant and Arumbavur Wood 
Carving also got G.I tag from Tamil Nadu. 

10. Which bureaucrat has been appointed as the new 

chief of the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI)? 

[A] V. Vidyavathi    [B] P K Sharma 

[C] I V Subba Rao   [D] Nripendra Misra 

 A 1991 batch Karnataka cadre officer Ms. Vidyavathi 
has been recently appointed as the new Director 
General of the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI).  

 According to the order of the Appointments Committee 
of the Cabinet, she will be serving in the rank of 
Additional Secretary to the Govt of India. Usha Sharma 
was the previous DG of ASI that is headquartered at New 
Delhi.
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1. As per the announcement of the Finance Minister, 

what is the limit of government procurement, up to 
which global tenders will be disallowed? 

[A] ₹50 Crore    [B] ₹100 Crore 

[C] ₹200 Crore    [D] ₹500 Crore 

 The Union Finance Minister announced the details of the 
Atma Nirbhar Bharat Yojana package launched by the 
Prime Minister. One of the features was the global 
tenders being disallowed in government procurement 
up to Rs 200 crore. 

 This would reduce unfair foreign competition for 
MSMEs and support the ‘Make in India’ initiative. She 
also announced Rs 3 lakh crore Emergency Working 
Capital Facility for Businesses, including MSMEs. 

2. What is the liquidity infusion fund allotted for 

DISCOMs (Distribution Companies), in the recent 
economic stimulus package? 

[A] ₹50000 Crore   [B] ₹75000 Crore 

[C] ₹90000 Crore   [D] ₹1 lakh Crore 

 The Union Minister announced ₹90,000 crore one–time 
liquidity for DISCOMs. This will be used to pay the 
central public sector power generation companies, 
transmission companies, independent power producers 
and renewable energy generators. 

 PSUs Power Finance Corporation and Rural 
Electrification Corporation will infuse the liquidity by 
raising an amount of about ₹90,000 crore from the 
market against the receivables of DISCOMs. The state 
govts are expected to provide a guarantee for the fund. 

3. What is the rank of India in the recently released 

global ‘Energy Transition Index’ (ETI) of the World 
Economic Forum? 

[A] 52  [B] 68  [C] 74  [D] 82 

 The World Economic Forum has recently released the 
global ‘Energy Transition Index’. The index ranks 115 
economies on the current performance of their energy 

systems and their readiness for transition to secure and 
sustainable energy systems. 

 India has moved up two positions to rank 74th from 
previous year, and has improved on all key parameters. 
Sweden has topped the Energy Transition Index for the 
third consecutive year. Switzerland and Finland were 
ranked in the next two positions. 

4. Which city is the venue of the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization (SCO) summit 2020? 

[A] St. Petersburg    [B] Moscow 

[C] Beijing    [D] New Delhi 

 The video–conference of foreign ministers of the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) was recently 
held in the backdrop of the coronavirus pandemic. 
Indian External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar 
represented India. 

 SCO has eight member states including namely India, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, China, Pakistan, Russia, 
Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan. The SCO summit which was 
scheduled to be held in the month of July, 2020 at the 
Russian city St. Petersburg is expected to be held as per 
the schedule. 

5. Which organisation released a report titled ‘Global 

Forest Resources Assessment 2020 (FRA 2020)’? 

[A] World Food Programme 

[B] Food and Agriculture Organization  

[C] International Fund for Agricultural Development 

[D] World Wide Fund for Nature 

 The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), a 
specialised agency of the United States has recently 
released a report titled ‘Global Forest Resources 
Assessment 2020 (FRA 2020)’. The report examines the 
status of 236 countries in the period 1990–2020. 

 The report highlighted that the forest area has declined 
all across the world in the past three decades. The rate 
of forest loss in 2015–2020 declined to an estimated 10 
million hectares, down from 12 million hectares in 2010–
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2015. The report also revealed that the world lost 178 
mha of forest since 1990, which is the size of Libya. 

6. Which organisation is the implementing agency of 

‘Prime Minister Employment Generation Programme’? 

[A] Coir Board 

[B] National Small Industries Corporation Limited 

[C] Khadi and Village Industries Commission  

[D] National Institute for MSME’s 

 The Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC), a 
statutory organization under the Ministry of MSME is 
the implementing agency of ‘Prime Minister 
Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP). 

 After the Prime Minister announced to support the local 
products, KVIC announced a set of guidelines to fast 
track the implementation of projects under the 
program PMEGP. The concerned agencies will have to 
scrutinize the applications and forward it to banks 
within 26 days. It was also instructed to bring down the 
time frame to 15 days. 

7. As per the recent study of CMIE, what is the number 

of Indian workers in the age group of 20–39, who lost 
their jobs in April 2020? 

[A] 50 lakhs    [B] 1 Crore 

[C] 2 Crore    [D] 6 Crore  

 As per the recent report by the Centre for Monitoring 
Indian Economy (CMIE), nearly 6 Crore Indian workers 
in the age group of 20–39 lost their jobs in April. 

 It revealed that 12 crore jobs had been lost because of 
the lockdown. As per the report, more than 2.7 crore 
young people in the age group 20–29 lost their jobs last 
month. Also, more than 3.3 crore people in the age group 
30–39 lost their jobs. 

 11% of the young workers in the age group of 20–24 
years, who accounted for 8.5% of total employed people 
in the country in 2019–20, lost their jobs. 

8. Which state has commenced training for primary 

schoolteachers via its KITE Victers channel? 

[A] Karnataka    [B] Kerala  

[C] Jammu &Kashmir   [D] Andhra Pradesh 

 The state of Kerala has commenced training for 
primary schoolteachers via its KITE Victers channel.  

 Minister of General Education and Chief of Disaster Risk 
Reduction of UN Environment Programme addressed 
the inaugural classes. More than 81,000 primary and 
upper primary teachers are expected to participate in 
this training exercise. Prior to this, the teachers were 
given training to use online and virtual facilities. 

 Under this program, classes on social consciousness and 
social science will be held. Besides the channel, the 
programmes will be available on their website and KITE 
VICTERS mobile app. 

9. What is the name of the first automated testing 

machine procured by the Government of India, for 
testing of COVID–19 cases? 

[A] CDC 6800    [B] COVID 6800 

[C] COBAS 6800    [D] NCDC 6800 

 Union Minister of Health & Family Welfare Dr Harsh 
Vardhan recently dedicated the first testing machine 
that has been procured by the Government called 
COBAS 6800. 

 It has been installed in the National Centre for Disease 
Control (NCDC). It is an institute under the Indian 
Directorate General of Health Services, Health Ministry.  

 COBAS 6800 is a fully automated, high end machine 
which performs real time PCR testing for COVID–19. It 
will also provide high–quality testing and can perform 
around 1200 samples in 24 hours. This is expected to 
increase the testing capacity in the country. 
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10. ‘HOPE’ – Helping Out People Everywhere, portal is 

an initiative of which Indian state? 

[A] Odisha   [B] Uttarakhand  

[C] Punjab   [D] Kerala 

 Uttarakhand government has recently launched a 
portal named ‘HOPE’ – Helping Out People Everywhere, 
to assist the workers of the state to find suitable 
employment. The portal has started to collect data on 
the youngsters of the state and migrant workers 
returned from other states. 

 The workers can upload their skill–sets on the website 
and based on that, they will be able to find suitable jobs 
at home–state. The data collected will be used for 
implementing the Mukhyamantri Swarojgar Yojana, 
implemented by the state earlier.
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1. The Chief Minister of which state has been recently 

elected unopposed to the State Legislative Council? 

[A] Madhya Pradesh   [B] Maharashtra  

[C] Jammu &Kashmir   [D] Karnataka 

 The Chief Minister of Maharashtra Uddhav Thackeray 
and eight other candidates were recently declared to be 
elected unopposed to the State Legislative Council.  

 Uddhav Thackeray, who was sworn in as the Chief 
Minister on November 28 last year, required to become 
a member of either Houses of the state legislature 
before May 27, 2020. The 8 other candidates also include 
Council Deputy Chairperson Dr. Neelam Gorhe among 
others. They would be officially sworn–in after the 
official notification is released. 

2. Which Union Ministry has successfully patented the 

affordable personal protective equipment (PPE)? 

[A] Ministry of Science and Technology 

[B] Ministry of Defence  

[C] Ministry of Textiles 

[D] Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 

 A patent was filed by the Defence Ministry in 
association with the National Research Development 
Corporation (NRDC) for the low cost personal protective 
equipment (PPE) developed by the Indian Navy. 

 The Defence Ministry has successfully patented PPEs, 
which would fast–track mass production of PPEs. The 
equipment developed by the Navy is made of a special 
fabric which provides high quality & high breathability, 
unlike other PPEs available in the market. A pilot batch 
of PPEs has already been produced at Naval Dockyard 
in Mumbai. 

3. What is the estimated growth rate of India in 2020, as 

per the UN’s World Economic Situation and Prospects 
report? 

[A] 3.2 %       [B] 2.2 %    [C] 1.2 %    [D] 0.2 % 

 The United Nations recently released the World 
Economic Situation and Prospects report. As per the 
report, the global gross domestic product (GDP) is 
estimated to shrink by 3.2 percent in 2020. 

 The report also estimated that India would grow by 1.2 
percent by 2020 due to the effect of the national lock 
down. UN had already projected a lower growth rate of 
4.1 percent for the year 2019. The organisation also 
projected that India would slowly regain its growth rate 
and reach 5.5 percent in the year 2021. 

4. Who represented India in the G–20 Virtual Trade and 

Investment Ministers Meeting through Video–
conferencing? 

[A] Nirmala Sitharaman  [B] Piyush Goyal  

[C] S Jai Shankar   [D] Amit Shah 

 Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal 
participated in the G–20 Virtual Trade and Investment 
Ministers Meeting through video–conferencing. 

 The Minister also said in the meeting that India has 
provided medical supplies to over 120 countries to fight 
the coronavirus pandemic, out of which 43 countries 
received them as a grant. He also highlighted that India 
has been sharing the medical and public health capacity 
with them via digital technologies. 

5. CAMPA Funds that was seen in the economic stimulus 

package is associated with which Union Ministry? 

[A] Finance 

[B] Corporate Affairs 

[C] Environment, Forest & Climate Change  

[D] Agriculture & Farmers Welfare 

 Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management and 
Planning Authority (CAMPA) was set up under 
Environment Ministry to promote afforestation 
activities as a way of compensating for forest land 
diverted to non–forest uses. 
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 In the economic stimulus package, it was proposed that 
plans worth Rs 6000 crores of CAMPA funds will be 
approved shortly. 

 The funds will be used for afforestation and plantation 
works, forest protection and job opportunities in urban, 
semi–urban and rural areas and for Tribals /Adivasis. 

6. Which global organisation has approved USD 1 

billion ‘Accelerating India’s COVID–19 Social Protection 
Response Program’? 

[A] World Bank  [B] IMF 

[C] ADB   [D] New Development Bank 

 World Bank has recently approved USD 1 billion 
‘Accelerating India’s COVID–19 Social Protection 
Response Program’. 

 The program aims to support India in fighting COVID–19 
and providing assistance to the poor and vulnerable 
people of the country who are affected by the pandemic. 
Last month, the World Bank had announced a USD 1 
billion support for India and hence this step raises its 
total commitment for India to USD 2 billion, as of now. 

7. What is ‘Eventbot’, that was seen in news recently? 

[A] Disinfectant Robot   [B] Cryptocurrency 

[C] Malware     [D] Chatbot 

 According to the Computer Emergency Response Team 
of India (CERT–In), the national technology arm to 
prevent cyber–attacks, android users who use mobile 
banking in mobile phones might be vulnerable to a new 
malware called ‘EventBot’. 

 The authorities also announced that the new malware 
steals personal and sensitive information of the users. It 
also warned that the Trojan virus may project itself as 
a genuine application such as MS Word and enter into 
the victim’s device. To combat the malware, CERT–in has 
advised users not to download applications from 
untrusted sources. 

8. SAMARTH (Enterprises Resource Planning) is an e–

governance platform, launched by which Union 
Ministry? 

[A] Ministry of MSME 

[B] Ministry of Human and Resource Development  

[C] Ministry of Defence 

[D] Ministry of Commerce and Industry 

 Ministry of Human and Resource Development has 
developed an e–Governance platform, SAMARTH – 
Enterprises Resource Planning (ERP). 

 The platform has been developed under National 
Mission of Education in Information & Communication 
Technology Scheme. SAMARTH is an open source 
automation engine for University & Higher Educational 
Institutions. It has been launched at National Institute 
of Technology, Kurukshetra, to automate the processes 
of the Institute. 

9. What is ‘Sachet’ that was recently commissioned by 

the Indian Coast Guard? 

[A] Interceptor Boat   [B] Ship  

[C] Submarine    [D] Chopper 

 Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh digitally 
commissioned a ship and two interceptor boats (C 450 
and C 451) of the Indian Coast Guard (ICG) in Goa. 

 Indigenously built Indian Coast Guard Ship ‘Sachet’ is 
the first in the series that has been designed and built 
by Goa Shipyard Ltd. The Indian Coast Guard has 
reached a landmark of 150 ships & boats and 62 aircraft. 

10. “GOAL (Going Online as Leaders)” is an initiative of 

which Union Ministry of India? 

[A] Ministry of HRD 

[B] Ministry of Tribal Affairs  

[C] Ministry of MSME 

[D] Ministry of Finance 
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 “GOAL (Going Online as Leaders)” programme is an 
initiative of the Union Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA). 
Union Minister for Tribal Affairs Arjun Munda launched 
the scheme was launched in partnership with Facebook.  

 The programme aims to provide mentorship and 
training to tribal youth through digitally enabled 
programs. The scheme is expected to promote and 
empower 5,000 tribal youths in the current phase.
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1. Which global organisation signed a USD 145 million 

agreement with the Government of India & West Bengal? 

[A] World Bank 

[B] Asian Development Bank 

[C] Asian Infrastructure and Investment Bank  

[D] International Monetary Fund 

 Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) signed a 
USD 145 million agreement with the Government of 
India and West Bengal Government for a project. 

 The project aims to improve the irrigation services and 
flood management in the Damodar Valley Command 
Area in West Bengal. The total value of the project is 
over $413 million dollars and will benefit about 27 lakh 
farmers from five districts of the state. 

2. ‘INLCU L57’ ship that was recently commissioned to 

the Indian Navy, has been built by which ship builder? 

[A] L &T Shipyard 

[B] Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE)  

[C] Cochin Ship yard 

[D] Mazagon Dock Limited 

 B S Rajeshwar, The Commander in Chief A&N Command 
recently commissioned INLCU L57 into the Indian Navy 
at Port Blair. INLCU L57 is the 7th Landing Craft Utility 
(LCU) MK–IV class to be inducted into the Indian Navy.  

 The ship has been indigenously designed and built by 
Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE), 
Kolkata. The amphibious vessels are based at the 
Andaman and Nicobar Command and is to be deployed 
for transporting and deploying tanks and equipment, 
search and rescue, disaster relief operations. 

3. What is the term of the ‘Defence Testing Infrastructure 

Scheme (DTIS)’ that was recently approved by the 
Defence Ministry? 

[A] 3 years   [B] 5 years   [C] 7 years   [D] 10 years 

 The Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has 
approved the launch of ‘Defence Testing Infrastructure 
Scheme (DTIS)’. 

 The outlay of the scheme is Rs.400 crore and the scheme 
would be implemented for a term of five years. The 
scheme aims to set up six to eight new test facilities in 
partnership with private industry and boost the 
domestic defence and aerospace manufacturing. 

4. Which institution published the corona studies series 

titled “Psycho–Social Impact of Pandemic & Lockdown 
and How to cope with”? 

[A] NCERT – National Council of Education, Research 
and Training 

[B] CBSE – Central Board of Secondary Education 

[C] NBT – National Book Trust  

[D] IGNOU – Indira Gandhi National University 

 National Book Trust (NBT) India has published the 
corona studies series titled “Psycho–Social impact of 
pandemic & lockdown and how to cope with”. Union HRD 
Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal recently virtually launched 
the print and e–editions of the 7 titles of the series. 

 The series was prepared by a Study Group that also has 
recommended strengthening of ‘Preventive Mental 
Health component’ of the National Mental Health 
Programme (NMHP), as a long–term strategy to prepare 
a post–Corona society. 

5. Which state is set to implement sensor–based service 

delivery monitoring system for rural drinking water 
under the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM)? 

[A] Punjab [B] UP   [C] Gujarat    [D] MP 

 The state of Gujarat is set to implement sensor–based 
service delivery monitoring system for rural drinking 
water under the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM). 

 It has already implemented a pilot project in two 
districts of the state to monitor whether potable water 
in prescribed quantity and quality is provided to every 
rural household regularly. 
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 The state has planned to provide 11.15 lakh household 
tap connections in the rural areas during 2020–21. 

6. Debesh Roy, who passed away recently, was 

associated with which field? 

[A] Literature    [B] Politics 

[C] Sports    [D] Business 

 Veteran Bengali author Debesh Roy passed away 
recently at the age of 84. He was actively writing 
articles in several Bengali dailies and had participated 
in protests against the attack on liberals. 

 He was conferred the Sahitya Akademi award for his 
novel ‘Teesta Parer Brittanto’. His other famous works 
are ‘Borisaler Jogen Mondal’, ‘Manush Khun Kore Keno’ 
and ‘Samay Asamayer Brittanto’. 

7. What is the name of the scheme proposed for the 

development of marine and inland fisheries, in the 
stimulus package? 

[A] Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana  

[B] Pradhan Mantri Samudra Sampada Yojana 

[C] Pradhan Mantri Machli Sampada Yojana 

[D] Pradhan Mantri Samudra Samridhi Yojana 

 The Union Cabinet has given its approval for 
implementation of the Pradhan Mantri Matsya 
Sampada Yojana (PMMSY). 

 This is a scheme to bring about Blue Revolution through 
sustainable and responsible development of fisheries 
sector in India under two components namely, Central 
Sector Scheme and Centrally Sponsored Scheme at a 
total estimated investment of Rs. 20,050 crore. The 
Scheme will be implemented during a period of 5 years 
from FY 2020–21 to FY 2024–25. 

8. Operation Greens is a scheme under which Union 

Ministry? 

[A] Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare 

[B] Ministry of Food Processing Industries  

[C] Ministry of MSME               [D] Rural Development  

 Operation Greens was introduced in 2018, under the 
Ministry of Food Processing Industries. 

 In the recent stimulus package, it was announced that 
Operation Greens will be extended from Tomatoes, 
Onion and Potatoes (TOP) to ALL fruits and vegetables. 
50% subsidy on transportation from surplus to deficient 
markets and 50% subsidy on storage, including cold 
storages will be provided. 

9. Roberto Azevedo, who was in news recently, is the 

Chief of which international organisation? 

[A] IMF  [B] WB  [C] WTO   [D] UN 

 The World Trade Organisation recently announced that 
its Director–General of Roberto Azevedo will step down 
on August 31, 2020 on personal grounds.  

 The Geneva–based World Trade Organisation (WTO) 
was founded in the year 1995 and India is one of the 
founder members of this body. The main objective of 
WTO is to frame rules for global exports and imports 
and regulate international trade by reducing barriers. 

10. ‘Families in Development: Copenhagen & Beijing + 

25’ is the theme of which special day, celebrated by 
United Nations? 

[A] International Day of Families  

[B] International Day of Growth and Development 

[C] International Migrants Day 

[D] International Day of Migrant Families 

 International Day of Families celebrated by the United 
Nations on May 15, every year across the world. This 
year, it is celebrated with a theme of ‘Families in 
Development: Copenhagen & Beijing + 25’. 

 This year marks the 25th anniversary of Copenhagen 
Declaration and Beijing Platform for Action. The day 
was proclaimed by the UN General Assembly in the year 
1993, to highlight the importance attached with families 
by the international community.
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1. In the NMIS online dashboard recently developed by 

the National Disaster Management Authority, what does 
‘M’ stand for? 

[A] Maintenance    [B] Migrant  

[C] Ministry    [D] Movement 

 The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) 
has developed an online dashboard named ‘National 
Migrant Information System (NMIS)’. The objective of 
launching this portal is to capture the information 
about movement of migrants and to enable them to 
transit across the states in a better manner. 

 As per the communication from the Home Ministry, the 
portal equipped with a central repository will help in 
faster communication between the states. 

2. When the International Day of Light celebrated every 

year by the UNESCO? 

[A] May 15    [B] May 16  

[C] May 17    [D] May 18 

 The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization has celebrated the International Day of 
Light on 16th May to mark the role light plays in our 
daily lives. 

 This day aims to raise awareness of the critical role light 
based technologies play in our lives, elevating science, 
technology, art, and culture to help achieve the goals of 
UNESCO – education, equality, and peace. This day 
marks the anniversary of the first successful operation 
of the laser beam in 1960 by famous physicist and 
engineer – Theodore Maiman. 

3. Which GIF–making and sharing website has been 

recently acquired by the social–media giant Facebook? 

[A] Gifmaker    [B] Giphy  

[C] Easygif    [D] Tenor 

 The Social–media giant Facebook has recently acquired 
the popular GIF–making and sharing website GIPHY. 
Facebook is also planning to integrate its GIF library 
Instagram, its photo–sharing app. 

 GIPHY, one of the most popular GIF–making and sharing 
sites on the internet, allows users to create, share and 
remix GIFs. Several platforms including Apple, Twitter, 
Pinterest and Reddit use Giphy’s API for providing GIFs. 

4. Which day is observed by the Health Ministry on May 

16, across the country? 

[A] National Anaemia Day      [B] National Dengue Day  

[C] National Stunting Day     [D] National Obesity Day 

 Every year, May 16 is being observed by the Union 
Health Ministry as ‘National Dengue Day’ across the 
country. Dengue is a viral disease, which is transmitted 
by the bite of a specific mosquito called Aedes Aegypti. 

 It is commonly spread during rainy season. The Health 
Ministry recently released a list of measures to be 
followed in order to prevent the disease. 

5. The 36th amendment of Indian constitution made 

which territory as a full state of India? 

[A] Manipur    [B] Sikkim  

[C] Assam    [D] Mizoram 

 The Prime Minister of Sikkim appealed to the Indian 
Parliament for making Sikkim a state of India, in the 
year 1975. A referendum was held in Sikkim and 97.5% 
of the people voted to abolish the monarchy. 

 Sikkim became the 22nd state of the Indian Union, on 16 
May 1975. The 36th amendment of the Indian 
constitution made Sikkim as a full state of India and 
added its name into the 1st Schedule of the Constitution. 
Every year, the state celebrates May 16 as Sikkim state 
hood day. 

6. In the recent economic stimulus package, it was 

announced that India is to become a global MRO hub. In 
this context, MRO is associated with which sector? 

[A] Education Sector   [B] Aviation Sector  

[C] Power Sector   [D] Mineral Sector 

 In the recent economic stimulus package, the Finance 
Minister announced that the government is taking steps 
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to make India a global Maintenance, Repair and 
Overhaul (MRO) hub of aircraft. 

 As the aircraft component repairs and airframe 
maintenance is set to increase from Rs 800 Cr to Rs 2,000 
Cr in 3 years, India can make use of the opportunity. 
Major engine manufacturers in the world are expected 
to set up engine repair facilities in India in future. The 
Minister also announced auctioning of six more airports 
on public–private partnership (PPP) basis. 

7. The Electricity distribution companies in which 

category of territories are proposed to be privatised, as 
a part of the Economic Stimulus package? 

[A] Hilly states       [B] North–Eastern states 

[C] Union Territories    [D] Coastal states 

 As a part of the economic stimulus package, the Union 
Finance Minister proposed that the Electricity 
distribution companies (DISCOMs) in the Union 
Territories (UTs) would be privatised. 

 As of now, Delhi is the only Union Territory which has 
private power DISCOMs namely Reliance 
Infrastructure’s BSES & TATA Power Delhi Distribution. 
Earlier, the draft amendments to the Electricity Act, 
2003 were announced, which included the proposal of 
private participation in electricity distribution. 

8. When is the International Day of Living Together 

in Peace celebrated by the United Nations? 

[A] May 12    [B] May 14 

[C] May 16     [D] May 18 

 The UN General Assembly declared 16 May the 
International Day of Living Together in Peace, with an 
objective of sensitising the international community to 
promote peace, tolerance and solidarity. 

 Every year, May 16 has been celebrated as the 
International Day of Living Together in Peace. The year 
2000 was declared as the “International Year for a 
Culture of Peace” and the decade 2001–2010 as the 
“International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non–
Violence for Children of the World”. 

9. What is the name of the scheme recently launched by 

the Indian Government, with an aim to promote digital 
education in the country? 

[A] Vidya Bharati   [B] PM e–Vidya  

[C] Padhe Bharat   [D] Study India 

 The Union Finance Minister launched a scheme named 
‘PM e Vidya’, as a part of the Stimulus package, in order 
to promote digital education in the country. 

 This comprehensive program will include DIKSHA (one 
nation–one digital platform), through which quality e–
content will be provided to all school children; a 
dedicated educational channel for each class from 1 to 
12; Community Radio and CBSE’s Shiksha Vani podcast.  

 It also includes study material for the differently abled 
developed on Digitally Accessible Information System 
(DAISY). 

10. What is the theme of the World Telecommunication 

and Information Society Day celebrated on May 17, 
2020? 

[A] Connect 2030: ICTs for the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs)  

[B] Information and Communication embracing the 
world 

[C] ICTs deployed during the pandemic 

[D] ICTs: Vital for inclusive development 

 The World Telecommunication and Information Society 
Day is observed across the globe every year on May 17 
to help raise awareness of the possibilities that the use 
of the Internet and other Information and 
Communication Technologies (ICTs) can bring to 
societies and economies, as well as of ways to bridge the 
digital divide. The 2020 theme is Connect 2030: ICTs for 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

 The day also marks the anniversary of the signing of the 
first International Telegraph Convention (ITC) and the 
creation of the International Telecommunication Union.
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1. Which country recently sworn in its new government 

led by the PM Benjamin Netanyahu and Benny Gantz? 

[A] Iran     [B] Oman 

[C] Israel     [D] Iraq 

 The parliament of Israel recently sworn in its new 
government led by the Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and Benny Gantz. Israel was functioning 
without a stable government for over 500 days. 

 The law makers of the country have approved the 
coalition of Netanyahu–Gantz. Benny Gantz was a 
former rival of Netanyahu. This step is expected to end 
the longest political crisis in the country’s history. 

2. Which recently discovered micro–organism has been 

named after Twitter? 

[A] Bacteria    [B] Virus 

[C] Fungus     [D] Protozoa  

 According to a recent study published in the journal 
MycoKeys, the researchers found an image of a 
millipede in Twitter and noticed some tiny dots near the 
creature’s head. 

 It has never been seen on the American millipedes and 
the newly discovered parasitic fungus has now been 
officially named as Troglomyces twitteri in Latin. The 
team discovered several specimens of the same fungus 
on some American millipedes found in the Natural 
History Museum. 

3. Bundesliga, the first tournament to resume after the 

COVID–19 pandemic, is associated with which sports? 

[A] Basketball    [B] Football  

[C] Hockey    [D] Wrestling 

 Bundesliga, the professional football league in Germany 
is the first tournament to resume after the COVID–19 
pandemic. The German Football Association (DFL) has 
planned to complete the season by June 30. 

 The German government approved the league to 
conduct the matches. On March 13, the Bundesliga was 

suspended owing to the pandemic. Now, all games will 
be held behind closed doors as there is a ban in Germany 
for mass gatherings. They will also be televised live. 

4. What is the name of the super cyclone that has 

recently developed in the Bay of Bengal? 

[A] Fani     [B] Amphan  

[C] Maha    [D] Nisarga 

 The super–cyclone that has recently developed in the 
Bay of Bengal named ‘Amphan’, is claimed to be only the 
second super–cyclone faced by India in several decades.  

 According to the National Disaster Response Force 
(NDRF), as the cyclone developed into a severe cyclonic 
storm, massive evacuation of 1.1 million people, who are 
likely to be hit by the cyclone, would be carried out. 
Heavy rain and high–velocity winds are expected 
across coastal Odisha, West Bengal and A & N Islands. 

5. ‘Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojana’ is an initiative of 

which Indian state? 

[A] Manipur    [B] Chhattisgarh  

[C] Assam    [D] Mizoram 

 The state government of Chhattisgarh is set to launch 
its ambitious Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojana on May 
21, which marks the death anniversary of former Indian 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. 

 The scheme has an aim of boosting the rural economy in 
the state and to recover them from the slowdown 
caused due to the COVID–19 pandemic. Under the 
scheme, the state will infuse Rs 5100 crore through 
Direct Benefit Transfer into the accounts of farmers. 
The farmers would be paid Rs 10,000 per acre for paddy, 
corn and sugarcane crops. 

6. Who is the Chairperson of the Committee of Experts 

(CoE), whose recommendations on Defence Reforms 
have been accepted and implemented? 

[A] Lt Gen D B Shekatkar  

[B] Lt Gen Syed Ata Hasnain 
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[C] Lt Gen Surinder Singh 

[D] Lt Gen Gurmit Singh 

 The Government has recently accepted and 
implemented three important recommendations of 
Committee of Experts under the Chairmanship of Lt 
General D B Shekatkar (Retd). 

 The three recommendations are related to border 
Infrastructure, which focusses on speeding up road 
construction. Another recommendation was to 
outsource the road construction projects that were 
beyond the optimal capacity of BRO. Engineering 
Procurement Contract (EPC) mode is to be adopted for 
execution of works costing above Rs 100 crore. 

7. What is the theme of the World Hypertension Day 

observed on May 17? 

[A] Measure Your Blood Pressure, Control It, Live Longer 
 

[B] Eliminate Hypertension 

[C] Global Hearts for Hypertension 

[D] No more risk of Heart–attack 

 The World Hypertension Day observed on May 17 across 
the world every year. This year the World Hypertension 
League (WHL) has postponed the celebration of World 
Hypertension Day (WHD) 2020 to October 17, 2020, due 
to global COVID–19 pandemic. 

 The theme for World Hypertension Day is “Measure 
Your Blood Pressure, Control It, Live Longer”. 
Hypertension, also called as elevated blood pressure, is 
a serious medical condition that increases the risk of 
heart attack, stroke, kidney failure and blindness. 

8. When the International Museum Day celebrated 

every year? 

[A] May 12    [B] May 14 

[C] May 16    [D] May 18  

 The International Museum Day is observed every year 
on May 18 to raise awareness of the fact that, “Museums 

are an important means of cultural exchange, 
enrichment of cultures and development of mutual 
understanding, cooperation and peace among peoples”.  

 The 2020 theme is ‘Museums for Equality: Diversity and 
Inclusion’. Development of Museums and Cultural 
Spaces of the Culture Ministry hosted a webinar on 
‘Revitalising Museums and Cultural Spaces’ on the 
International Museum Day. 

9. Who was the head of the International Cricket 

Council cricket committee, which has recommended to 
ban using saliva to polish the ball? 

[A] Mahela Jayawardena  [B] Rahul Dravid 

[C] Anil Kumble    [D] Andrew Strauss 

 The International Cricket Council (ICC) cricket 
committee headed by Anil Kumble has recommended 
the ban of saliva to shine the ball, amidst the 
coronavirus pandemic. Anil Kumble is the present 
Chairman of the ICC Cricket committee. 

 After discussion through video–conferencing and 
consulting with the ICC Medical Advisory Committee, 
the committee has recommended this ban. It also 
announced that usage of sweat to polish the ball was not 
prohibited and the hygiene measures in the field need to 
be improved. 

10. On which date, the 2020 edition of World AIDS 

Vaccine Day is observed? 

[A] May 12    [B] May 14 

[C] May 16    [D] May 18  

 The World AIDS Vaccine Day is observed every year on 
18th May to spread awareness about the urgent need for 
a vaccine to prevent HIV infection and AIDS. The day is 
also known as HIV Vaccine Awareness Day. 

 It is also a day to thank volunteers, researchers, 
scientists, community member, health professionals 
and everyone else who is working to eradicate the 
disease & find ways for safe and effective HIV vaccines.
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1. Which country’s cabinet has approved their new 

political map that included Lipulekh, Kalapani and 
Limpiyadhura? 

[A] China    [B] Nepal  

[C] Afghanistan    [D] Thailand 

 The Cabinet of Nepal has recently approved their new 
political map including Lipulekh, Kalapani and 
Limpiyadhura under its territory. 

 Nepal’s Foreign Minister Pradeep Kumar Gyawali 
announced that the official map of Nepal will be 
released by the Ministry of Land Management soon. The 
announcement has been made amid a border dispute 
between India and Nepal. Both the countries claim 
Kalapani as an integral part of their territory. 

2. Which Indian state has launched the ‘Charan Paduka’ 

campaign to assist migrant labourers? 

[A] Punjab    [B] Chhattisgarh 

[C] Madhya Pradesh    [D] Uttarakhand 

 The state of Madhya Pradesh has recently launched a 
new initiative, the first in the country named Charan 
Paduka campaign. The campaign seeks to assist the 
migrant labourers who are walking barefoot by 
providing footwear to them. 

 It was started from a Police station at Indore and is 
being implemented with the help of civilians, across the 
state. This scheme has been launched amid several 
accidents of the state involving migrants. 

3. How many cities of the country were given the ‘5 star 

garbage free’ tag, under the garbage free star rating for 
the cities? 

[A] 4   [B] 6   [C] 10  [D] 15 

 The Union Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Hardeep 
Singh Puri announced the results of garbage–free star 
rating for the cities. 

 The top ‘5 star garbage–free’ tag was given to six cities 
including Chhattisgarh’s Ambikapur, Madhya 

Pradesh’s Indore, Gujarat’s Rajkot and Surat, 
Karnataka’s Mysore and Maharashtra’s Navi Mumbai.  

 As many as 141 cities were rated based on their garbage 
management. 65 cities were given three–star while 70 
were given one–star. 

4. Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania which were recently 

making news, are the countries of which continent? 

[A] Africa    [B] South America 

[C] Europe     [D] Australia 

 Three Baltic countries in the northern Europe: Estonia, 
Latvia, and Lithuania initiated the re–connection 
measure named as ‘travel bubble’. The European Union 
countries started this to make their economies back to 
form, after the post COVID–19 lockdowns. 

 They are also less populated and comparatively less 
affected by COVID–19. The travel bubble would allow 
members of the group to renew trade ties with each 
other and restart travel and tourism sector. 

5. Who has been conferred with the 2019 Alexander 

Dalrymple Award for his contribution to Indian 
hydrography? 

[A] R K S Bhaduaria  [B] Vinay Badhwar  

[C] Ashok Kumar  [D] Krishnaswamy Natarajan 

 The National Hydrographer to the government of India, 
Vice Admiral Vinay Badhwar, has been conferred with 
the 2019 Alexander Dalrymple Award. The award has 
been given for his significant contribution to Indian 
hydrography and across the Indian Ocean region. 

 The award is presented to the personalities who 
contribute in raising the standards of hydrography, 
cartography and navigation around the world. It was 
first presented in 2006 by the UK Ministry of Defence–
sponsored UKHO (UK Hydrographic Office). 

6. As per the notification of the Jammu& Kashmir 

administration, what is the minimum duration of 
residence in the UT, to be eligible for domicile status? 

[A] 10 years    [B] 15 years  
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[C] 18 years     [D] 20 years 

 The Jammu & Kashmir government notified Jammu and 
Kashmir Grant of Domicile Certificate (Procedure) 
Rules, 2020. There shall be a timeline of 15 days for 
issuance of the certificate after which the applicant can 
approach an Appellate Authority. 

 According to that, all people who have resided in the UT 
for 15 years, or have studied for 7 years and appeared in 
class 10th or 12th examination there and their children, 
Children of Government officials who have served in the 
UT for 10 years are eligible. 

 Now, West Pakistan Refugees, sanitation workers and 
children of women married outside Jammu and 
Kashmir shall also be eligible for Domicile Certificate. 

7. The Indian Railways’ most powerful 12,000 hp 

electric locomotive has been manufactured by which 
company? 

[A] General Electric   [B] Alstom  

[C] Siemens    [D] Bombardier 

 The Indian Railways has recently operationalised its 
first 12,000 hp electric locomotive, between Deen Dayal 
Upadhyaya Station to Shivpur in Uttar Pradesh. 

 It has been manufactured French rail transport firm 
Alstom, at the Madhepura Electric Locomotive Pvt. Ltd. 
(MELPL), in Bihar. MELPL is a joint venture between the 
French firm Alstom and the Indian Railways. With this, 
India became the sixth country in the world to produce 
indigenous high horsepower locomotive. 

8. Who has been appointed as the President of the 

Indian Steel Association (ISA)? 

[A] Dilip Oommen    [B] Sajjan Jindal 

[C] C S Verma    [D] Lakshmi Mittal 

 Veteran in Indian Steel Industry, CEO of Arcelor Mittal 
Nippon Steel India, Dilip Oommen took over as the 
President of the Indian Steel Association (ISA). 

 Earlier, T V Narendran the Managing director of Tata 
Steel, resigned from the post of President of ISA. An 

extraordinary board meeting decided the unanimous 
appointment of Dilip as the President for the next 2 yrs. 

9. Where is the headquarters of United Nations Relief 

and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East (UNWRA) located? 

[A] Geneva    [B] Paris 

[C] Jerusalem    [D] Amman  

 The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNWRA) is an UN 
agency which aims to support the relief and 
development of Palestinian refugees. It is 
headquartered at Amman, Jordan. 

 Recently, India has given USD 2 million in aid to the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency amidst the 
coronavirus crisis. The funds are provided to support 
the agency’s core programmes and services, especially 
education and health. India had also increased its 
annual contribution to the UNRWA from USD 1.25 
million in 2016 to USD 5 million in 2019. 

10. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, is the head of which 

international organisation? 

[A] United Nations 

[B] Food and Agricultural Organisation 

[C] World Health Organization  

[D] World Trade Organisation 

 The Director General of World Health Organization 
(WHO), Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus has recently 
announced that WHO will initiate an independent 
review on its handling of the coronavirus pandemic.  

 More than 120 countries including India supported the 
resolution drafted by the European Union calling for a 
review.
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1. What is the name of the mobile application launched 

by the HRD Ministry, which provides mock tests for 
exams like JEE and NEET? 

[A] National Mock Test App 

[B] National Test Abhyas  

[C] National Test Kendra 

[D] National Pariksha Kendra 

 Union Human Resource Development Minister Ramesh 
Pokhriyal Nishank launched a new mobile application 
named the ‘National Test Abhyas’. 

 The application enables the students to take up high 
quality mock tests for the upcoming exams that come 
under the National Testing Agency’s purview including 
JEE Main & NEET. It has been developed by the National 
Testing Agency. The tests can be downloaded without 
any fee. 

2. Who has been appointed as the Chairperson of 

National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development 
(NABARD)? 

[A] Govinda Rajulu Chintala   [B] Ajay Tyagi 

[C] Subash Chandra Khuntia  [D] Santhosh Kumar 

 The government has recently appointed Govinda Rajulu 
Chintala as Chairman of National Bank for Agriculture 
and Rural Development (NABARD). 

 The appointments committee of the union cabinet 
cleared the appointment for Chintala, for the next two 
years till his superannuation in July 2022. The 
committee has also cleared the appointment of Shaji KV 
as the Deputy Managing Director at NABARD for 5 yrs. 

3. What is the name of first agri–futures index of India, 

to be launched by the National Commodity & Derivatives 
Exchange Limited (NCDEX)? 

[A] AGRIDEX    [B] AGROINDEX 

[C] NCAGRINDEX   [D] AGRIFUTURE 

 National Commodity & Derivatives Exchange Limited 
(NCDEX) is an online multi–commodity exchange, 
headquartered at Mumbai, India. NCDEX was recently 
in news as the exchange announced that it will launch 
the country’s first agri–futures index, NCDEX AGRIDEX.  

 The exchange said it has already begun the mock 
trading in agri–index futures contracts. AGRIDEX 
represents a basket of 10 agricultural commodities on 
the NCDEX and will serve as a benchmark for India’s 
strong agricultural sector. 

4. What is the theme of ‘World Bee Day 2020’? 

[A] Bee Engaged   [B] Bee Energetic 

[C] Bees for SDGs  [D] Bees in Supply chain 

 The World Bee Day is celebrated every year on May 20 to 
acknowledge the role of bees and other pollinators for 
the ecosystem. 

 It provides an opportunity for governments, 
organizations, civil society and concerned citizens 
everywhere to promote actions that will protect and 
enhance pollinators and their habitats, improve their 
abundance and diversity, and support the sustainable 
development of beekeeping. 

5. The Ayushman Bharat Scheme has recently crossed 

which milestone number, in regards with beneficiaries? 

[A] 50 lakh    [B] 75 lakh 

[C] 1 Crore     [D] 100 Crore 

 As per the recent announcement by the National Health 
Authority (NHA), the number of people who have 
benefitted under the Ayushman Bharat Scheme has 
crossed the 1 crore mark. 

 The flagship health insurance programme named 
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojna 
(AB–PMJAY) was launched on September 23, 2018 in 
Ranchi. The scheme which is implemented by NHA, aims 
to provide Rs 5 lakh secondary and tertiary care 
hospitalisation cover to up to 10 Crore poor and 
vulnerable families. 
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6. Who is set to take charge as the chairman of the 

World Health Organization Executive Board from 2020? 

[A] K. K. Shailaja   [B] Harsh Vardhan  

[C] Preeti Sudan    [D] Rupa Sharma 

 Union Health Minister Harsh Vardhan is set to take 
charge as the chairman of the World Health 
Organization (WHO) Executive Board. Harsh Vardhan 
would succeed the current chairman of WHO Executive 
Board, Dr Hiroki Nakatani of Japan. 

 The Executive Board of WHO comprises 34 executives 
related to the field of health, each representing a 
member country. The Chairman’s post is held by 
rotation among the regional groups. 

7. The Central Government has announced a scheme to 

completely solarise which famous temple? 

[A] Madurai Meenakshi Amman Temple, Tamil Nadu 

[B] Thanjavur Peruvudaiyar Temple, Tamil Nadu 

[C] Puri Jagannath Temple, Odisha 

[D] Konark Sun Temple, Odisha  

 Union Government has recently launched a scheme for 
complete solarization of Konark Sun Temple and 
Konark town in Odisha. It will be implemented by the 
Odisha Renewable Energy Development Agency. 

 The project outlay of Rs. 25 crore will be provided by the 
Centre. As per the Ministry of New and Renewable 
Energy, the scheme aims to set up 10 MW grid connected 
solar project and solar applications like solar trees and 
solar drinking water kiosks, to implement the scheme. 

8. What is the name of the social security scheme for 

senior citizens that has been extended to 3 more yrs? 

[A] Pradhan Mantri Atal Pension Yojana 

[B] Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana  

[C] Pradhan Mantri Vaya Samriddhi Yojana 

[D] Pradhan Mantri Senior Citizen Yojana 

 The Union Cabinet has extended Pradhan Mantri Vaya 
Vandana Yojana (PMVVY), a pension scheme for the 
senior citizens (who are above 60 years), for a period of 
three years till March 2023. 

 The scheme was initially launched in 2017, to provide a 
guaranteed monthly payout to senior citizens. The 
maximum investment limit is Rs 15 lakh and the tenure 
of the policy is 10 years. Though the scheme assured 8% 
return last time, this year it would give 7.4% per annum. 
The interest rate will be modified every year, in line with 
the Senior Citizen Savings Scheme (SCSS). 

9. The Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme 

(ECLGS), that was recently in news is associated with 
providing credit for which sector? 

[A] Agriculture    [B] MSME  

[C] Automobile    [D] Service 

 The Union Cabinet has approved an additional funding 
of up to Rs 3 lakh crore through the Emergency Credit 
Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) for the MSME sector.  

 The Micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) that 
are hit hard by the coronavirus crisis will be granted an 
emergency credit at the rate of 9.25%. 100% guarantee 
coverage will be provided by National Credit Guarantee 
Trustee Company (NCGTC) for eligible MSMEs & MUDRA 
borrowers, in the form of a guaranteed emergency 
credit line facility. 

10. Which Indian state has partnered with SIDBI and 

launched a start–up fund for providing employment to 
the migrant workers? 

[A] MP           [B] UP            [C] Punjab           [D] Bihar 

 The Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh Yogi Adityanath 
recently launched “Uttar Pradesh Start–up Fund” by 
partnering with the Small Industries Development Bank 
of India (SIDBI). The state had earlier signed a MoU with 
SIDBI to speedup the formation of start–ups in the state.  

 He also handed over the first instalment of Rs 15 crore 
to SIDBI. The migrant workers will be provided jobs 
based on their skills and youths of the states will be 
encouraged to form start–ups. 
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1. India recently signed an addendum with which 

country to operationalise 5 new ports of call, to enhance 
trade and connectivity? 

[A] Sri Lanka    [B] Bangladesh  

[C] South Korea    [D] Japan 

 High Commissioner of India to Bangladesh signed an 
addendum to the ‘Protocol on Inland Water Transit and 
Trade’ with the Shipping Ministry of Bangladesh, in 
Dhaka. It was signed to operationalise five new ports of 
call and two more protocol routes to enhance trade and 
connectivity between the two countries. 

 The number of Indo–Bangladesh Protocol routes are 
also being increased from 8 to 10. Among the newly 
added ports of call, Dhulian, Maia, Kolaghat, Sonamura 
and Jogigopha are in India while Rajshahi, Sultanganj, 
Chilmari, Dadkandi & Bahadurabad are in Bangladesh. 

2. Carmen Reinhart, who was seen in news recently, is 

the new Chief economist and Vice president of which 
global institution? 

[A] International Monetary Fund            [B] World Bank  

[C] World Economic Forum            [D] ADB 

 The World Bank has recently named economic expert 
Carmen Reinhart as its new vice president and chief 
economist. Carmen, who works as a professor at 
Harvard University, is also an adviser and contributor 
to the World Bank debt transparency discussions. 

 She is a member of the IMF external advisory group 
working on policy challenges, including the COVID–19 
pandemic and its economic impact. She has published a 
book titled “This Time is Different: Eight Centuries of 
Financial Folly” together with economist Kenneth 
Rogoff. 

3. Google, along with which Technology Company has 

released their collaborative application programming 
interface (API) for contact tracing? 

[A] Apple     [B] Microsoft 

[C] Amazon    [D] Facebook 

 Apple and Google have made the application 
programming interface (API), developed for contact 
tracing available to the general public. The APIs will be 
made available through publicly available software 
updates and only public health authorities could use the 
APIs to build contact tracing apps. 

 As per their announcement, as many as 22 countries 
have requested and received access to the API so far. 
They also promised that the API would be destroyed 
once the pandemic is over and when contact–tracing 
apps are no longer required. 

4. As per the recent data of the Reserve Bank of India, 

which type of banks made highest credit disbursement 
for the last three years? 

[A] Public Sector banks  [B] Private Sector banks  

[C] Foreign Banks  [D] Regional Rural Banks 

 As per the recent data of the Reserve Bank of India, the 
Bank credit increased 6.52 % year–on–year to Rs 102.52 
trillion and Bank deposits grew 10.64 % to Rs 138.50 
trillion in the fortnight ended May 8. 

 The data also highlighted that Private sector banks 
made the highest credit expansion and their share in 
total credit expanded to 35.7 %, 32 % and 30 % in 2019, 
2018 and 2017 respectively. The data also revealed that 
bank credit growth (y–o–y) decelerated for the fourth 
successive quarter in December 2019. 

5. The death anniversary of which former Indian Prime 

Minister is observed as ‘Anti–terrorism Day’? 

[A] Rajiv Gandhi    [B] Indira Gandhi 

[C] Atal Bihari Vajpayee   [D] Morarji Desai 

 The death anniversary of former Indian Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi is observed across the country as ‘Anti–
terrorism Day’. The 28th death anniversary of Rajiv 
Gandhi was observed on May 21. 

 On the same day in 1991, he was assassinated at 
Sriperumbudur, Chennai during an election campaign. 
Rajiv Gandhi was the youngest ever Prime Minister of 
India, when he took over as the sixth Prime Minister at 
the age of 40. 
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6. Aritz Aduriz, who recently announced his 

retirement, is associated with which sports? 

[A] Football      [B] Basket Ball 

[C] F1 Racing     [D] Golf 

 Aritz Aduriz, belongs to the Athletic Bilbao club, has 
recently announced his retirement from football. He 
has taken this decision to retire as he needed a hip 
replacement to perform as an athlete in the future.  

 Athletic Club, also commonly known as Athletic Bilbao, 
is a Spanish professional football club. At present, he is 
the sixth highest scorer of the club with 172 goals. He 
was a member of Spain team at the 2016 European 
Championship. 

7. ‘Safe Harbour Rules’ that was in news recently is 

associated with which Ministry? 

[A] Ministry of Shipping 

[B] Ministry of Finance  

[C] Ministry of Corporate Affairs 

[D] Ministry of Commerce and Industry 

 Safe Harbour refers to the conditions under which 
income–tax authorities will accept the transfer price 
declared by the assessee without any scrutiny. This 
feature benefits the tax payers, especially in the 
services sector. 

 The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT), the apex body 
under the Department of Revenue (Ministry of Finance) 
has recently notified changes in Safe Harbour Rules 
(SHR). As per the notification, the rates applicable from 
AY (Assessment Year) 2017–18 to 2019–20 will continue 
to apply for AY 2020–21. 

8. Who will fix the domestic airfares of India for 3 

months, when domestic flights resume after 
lockdown? 

[A] International Civil Aviation Organization 

[B] Domestic Air carriers 

[C] Union Civil Aviation Ministry of India  

[D] Global Air carriers 

 As per the recent announcement from the Union 
Aviation Ministry, the domestic airfares of India will be 
fixed by the Ministry for three months, when domestic 
flights resume after lockdown. 

 The government will cap minimum and maximum ticket 
fares based on route and will ensure that ticket prices 
are affordable for passengers as well as financially 
viable for airlines. The Ministry has divided the routes 
into seven bands based on duration of flights. 40% of the 
seats in any flight will have to be sold at the midpoint of 
the lower and upper air fare limits prescribed. 

9. Which country recently announced its decision to 

withdraw from Open Skies treaty? 

[A] North Korea    [B] Israel 

[C] China    [D] United States  

 The United States recently announced that the country 
will withdraw from the major global treaty named Open 
Skies treaty. The 35 nation treaty allows unarmed 
surveillance flights over the territories of member 
countries. US administration also highlighted that 
Russia has repeatedly violated the terms of the pact. 

 It is expected that the US will pull out formally in six 
months, based on the withdrawal terms of the treaty. 
NATO allies and other countries have asked the US to 
remain in the treaty. 

10. When is the World Day for Cultural Diversity for 

Dialogue and Development celebrated every year? 

[A] May 20         [B] May 21     [C] May 24     [D] May 26 

 The World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and 
Development is observed every year on May 21 to bridge 
the gap between different cultures. 

 The day is an opportunity to help communities 
understand the value of cultural diversity and learn 
how to |live together in harmony. This day was created 
as a result of the destruction of the Buddha statues of 
Bamiyan in Afghanistan in 2001. 
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1. Which year has marked the first official observance of 

the International Tea Day? 

[A] 2017  [B] 2018  [C] 2019   [D] 2020  

 The 1st Observance of the International Tea Day under 
the theme ‘Harnessing benefits for all from field to cup’ 
was held on 21 May 2020. The Day brings together the 
countries where tea cultivation is an important source 
of jobs and incomes. 

 Last year, the United Nations General Assembly has 
designated May 21 as International Tea Day on the basis 
of the proposal moved by India at the FAO 
Intergovernmental Group. The 1st International Tea Day 
was celebrated virtually and was attended by FAO 
head, QU Dongyu 

2. GFR has been in news for amendments related to 

procurement of the Govt. What does GFR stand for? 

[A] Global Financial Rules 

[B] General Financial Rules  

[C] Government Financial Rules 

[D] Government Fiscal Rules 

 The Union Government has notified amendments to 
General Financial Rules (GFR) 2017, to make goods and 
services valued less than Rs 200 crore are procured 
from domestic firms. 

 As announced in the recent economic stimulus package, 
global procurements will be disallowed up to Rs 200 
Crore, which will reduce unfair competition among the 
domestic suppliers and MSMEs. GFR is amended such 
that the limit of procurement may be prescribed by the 
Department of Expenditure from time to time. 

3. As per the announcement of the Reserve Bank of India 

in May 2020, what is the updated repo rate? 

[A] 4.75 % [B] 4.5 % [C] 4.2 %   [D] 4.0 %  

 The Governor of Reserve Bank of India delivered his 
third such address since the nationwide lockdown. He 
announced a cut in the repo rate by 40 basis points to 4% 

and the reverse repo is also simultaneously reduced by 
40 bps to 3.35%. 

 Earlier in the month of April, the repo and reverse repo 
rates were fixed at 4.4% and 3.75% respectively. The 
Governor also extended moratorium on all term loans 
by another 3 months till August 31, 2020. 

4. Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) partnered 

with which public sector enterprise to set up a joint 
venture company for renewable energy business? 

[A] NHPC Ltd    [B] NTPC Ltd  

[C] Power Grid Corporation  [D] NLC Ltd 

 Leading Public Sector Enterprises Oil and Natural Gas 
Corporation (ONGC) and NTPC Ltd signed a 
Memorandum of understanding (MoU), to set up a joint 
venture company for the renewable energy business. 

 As per the MoU, NTPC and ONGC will explore and set up 
renewable power projects including offshore wind in 
India and in other countries. The enterprises will also 
rollout their expertise in the fields of sustainability, 
storage, e–mobility and ESG (Environmental, Social and 
Governance) compliant projects. 

5. Rayalaseema Lift Irrigation Scheme belongs to which 

Indian state? 

[A] Tamil Nadu  [B] Kerala 

[C] Karnataka  [D] Andhra Pradesh  

 The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has recently issued 
an order staying the proposed Rayalaseema Lift 
Irrigation Scheme. 

 The NGT’s zonal bench also constituted a committee to 
study the environmental impact of the Rayalaseema 
pumping project and Pothireddypadu head regulator 
canals enhancement works. Telangana government has 
recently complained to Krishna River Management 
Board against these projects, after the petition of a 
resident of Telangana. 

6. What is the name of the internship programme 

launched by the Union Environment Minister, 
associated with biodiversity? 
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[A] Biodiversity Samrakshan Internship Programme  

[B] Biodiversity Samadhan Internship Programme 

[C] Biodiversity Samriddhi Internship Programme 

[D] Biodiversity Sampoorna Internship Programme 

 Union Environment Minister, Prakash Javadekar has 
recently launched National Biodiversity Authority –
UNDP India’s Biodiversity Samrakshan Internship 
Programme. It is a 1 year internship program for post 
graduate students interested in biodiversity. 

 He has launched this scheme during the virtual 
celebration of International Day for Biological 
Diversity. He also launched several important 
documents including ‘Awareness campaign material on 
air, pollination and securing our future’, ‘UNEP 
Endangered Species Campaign’, ‘Brochure of Webinar 
Series on Biodiversity Conservation’ and a ‘Model 
Conference of Parties’. 

7. Dibru–Saikhowa National Park that was seen in 

news recently, is located in which state? 

[A] West Bengal   [B] Sikkim 

[C] Assam    [D] Arunachal Pradesh 

 Oil India Limited (OIL) has recently announced that it 
has received environmental clearance from the 
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, 
for the extension of drilling and testing of hydrocarbons 
under the Dibru–Saikhowa National Park of Assam.  

 While several environmental activists raised fears 
about the impact of the project in an ecologically 
sensitive park and biosphere reserve, OIL negated the 
claims. The drilling and testing of hydrocarbons are to 
be done at seven locations under the park. 

8. What is the theme of the ‘International Day for 

Biological Diversity, 2020’? 

[A] Biological Diversity for SDGs 

[B] Our solutions are in Nature  

[C] Strategic Plan on Biodiversity 

[D] Ecosystem Restoration Ahead 

 The International Day for Biological Diversity is 
observed every year on 22nd May to increase under 
standing and awareness about biodiversity issues on a 
global scale. 

 The 2020 theme “Our solutions are in Nature” is meant 
to leverage knowledge and spread awareness of the 
dependency of our food systems, nutrition, and health 
on biodiversity and healthy ecosystems. 

9. Which Indian state is set to launch ‘Everybody will 

get employment’ scheme? 

[A] Maharashtra  [B] Madhya Pradesh  

[C] Uttar Pradesh  [D] Uttarakhand 

 The state of Madhya Pradesh is set to launch the 
‘Everybody will get employment’ scheme through video 
conferencing. 

 The scheme has an objective of distributing MNREGA job 
cards to the labourers of the state. This scheme will 
focus on providing employment to migrant labourers. 
The Jhabua district of Madhya Pradesh has launched a 
new scheme called ‘Didi Vehicle Service’ for rural 
women for free and safe delivery. 

10. Ministry of Electronics & IT has integrated the India 

Meteorological Department services on which app? 

[A] Shashakt    [B] UMANG  

[C] Shakti    [D] MyGov 

 The Ministry of Electronics and IT has recently 
integrated seven services of the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) services on the “UMANG” App. 

 The services are Current Weather, Nowcast, City 
Forecast, Rainfall Information, Tourism Forecast, 
Warnings and Cyclone. UMANG (Unified Mobile 
Application for New–age Governance) is a mobile 
application lunched by the Government of India in 2017 
for delivering services online on a single unified 
platform. 
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1. ‘Special Drawing Rights’ is associated with which 

international institution? 

 [A] World Bank 

[B] International Monetary Fund  

[C] World Economic Forum 

[D] World Trade Organisation 

 According to the recent data of the Reserve Bank of 
India, the country’s foreign exchange reserves 
increased by USD 1.73 billion to USD 487.04 billion in the 
week to May 15. The increase in reserves was due to a 
rise in foreign currency assets. 

 Also, the Special Drawing Rights with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) increased by USD 2 million to USD 
1.42 billion. SDRs are held by IMF member countries and 
they represent a claim to currency for which SDRs may 
be exchanged. 

2. Which Indian state has launched a revival package for 

MSMEs called ‘ReSTART’? 

[A] Odisha   [B] Rajasthan 

[C] Kerala   [D] Andhra Pradesh  

 The Andhra Pradesh Government has rolled out a 
revival package for the MSMEs of the state called 
‘ReSTART’. The outlay of the scheme is ₹1,110 crore. 

 The main features of the package are the payment of all 
outstanding incentives to MSME units, waiver of 3 
months fixed demand charges and working capital 
loans to MSMEs and better market access. The MSMEs 
Preferential Market Access Policy will ensure that 25 % 
of government purchases will be from Micro and small 
units. A task force for attracting investments has been 
formed under the Industries Minister. 

3. What is the theme of the ‘Hunar Haat’ initiative, 

proposed to be launched after the lifting of lockdown? 

[A] Go vocal for local  [B] Local to Global  

[C] Global Supply Chain  [D] Market Mantra 

 The flagship initiative of the Minority Affairs Ministry, 
‘Hunar Haat’ is expected to be launched once the nation–
wide lockdown due to COVID–19 is lifted. The initiative 
organises a skill fare and aims to generate employment 
for crafts–persons, will be launched in September with 
a theme of ‘Local to Global’. 

 As per the Minority Affairs Ministry, more than five 
lakh Indian artisans, craftspeople, culinary experts 
were provided employment opportunities in the last 
five years by this fare. 

4. As per the Forbes magazine, who is the highest paid 

female athlete of the world, as of May 2020? 

[A] Serena Williams   [B] Naomi Osaka  

[C] P V Sindhu    [D] Simone Biles 

 According to the Forbes magazine, Japanese tennis star 
Naomi Osaka has become the highest paid female 
athlete in the world. 

 The tennis star, who earned $37.4 million in the last 12 
months from prize money and endorsements. Osaka 
also created an alltime earnings record by a female 
athlete in a single year. The record was previously held 
by another tennis legend Maria Sharapova. 

5. ‘Micro–comb’, that was in news recently, is 

associated with which field? 

[A] Medicine                [B] Internet & Communication  

[C] Environment             [D] Nuclear Science 

 A team of Australian scientists have recorded the 
world’s fastest internet data speed of 44.2 Terabits per 
second (Tbps) from a single light source. This speed is 
enough to download 1000 HD movies in a split second.  

 The researchers used their new device with a single 
piece of equipment known as a micro–comb, that is 
made up of hundreds of highquality invisible infrared 
lasers from a single optical chip. This result can expand 
the capacity of network connections across the world, 
especially the developing & underdeveloped countries. 
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6. When is World Turtle Day celebrated annually, 

across the world? 

[A] May 21    [B] May 23  

[C] May 25    [D] May 27 

 Every year, the World Turtle Day is observed on May 23, 
across the world. The day is celebrated to sensitise 
people about turtle and tortoise and their vulnerable 
habitats. A non profit organization called American 
Tortoise Rescue, that was established in 1990 leads the 
World Turtle Day celebration since 2000. 

 The Al Ain Zoo of Abu Dhabi, which has ten types of 
turtles celebrated ‘World Turtle Day’ and called for 
global action to conserve turtles. 

7. As per the recent statement of Bombay High Court 

amid the COVID–19 pandemic, which right is a part of 
the right to life? 

[A] Right to healthcare 

[B] Right to a decent burial  

[C] Right to social security 

[D] Right to communicate 

 The Bombay High Court recently noted that the right to 
a decent burial is recognized as a facet of the right to 
life. Amidst the COVID–19 pandemic situation, the right 
to a decent burial cannot be denied to any person, as per 
the High Court. It also highlighted that there was no 
scientific study by WHO that Corona virus spreads 
through cadavers. 

8. Samsung India partnered with which Technology 

Company to train offline retailers about digital 
technologies? 

[A] Amazon    [B] Facebook  

[C] Google    [D] Apple 

 Samsung India has collaborated with social media 
major Facebook to train its offline retailers for adapting 
digital technologies and using platforms like Instagram 
and WhatsApp. 

 The two firms have already trained morethan 800 
retailers and more training sessions are going to be 
carried out in future. This will help the Samsung retail 
partners leverage technology and make them more 
accessible to their customers for inquiry about 
smartphones. 

9. Ashley Cooper, a veteran sports personality who 

recently passed away, was associated with which 
sports? 

[A] Football    [B] Basketball 

[C] Tennis     [D] Cricket 

 Australian tennis legend Ashley Cooper, who won four 
Grand Slam singles titles in the 1950s, has recently 
passed away due to illness at the age of 83. 

 Ashley Cooper won the Australian Open, Wimbledon 
and U.S. Grand slam in the year 1958, and achieved the 
rare feat of winning 3 Grand Slam championships in a 
calendar year. He won all 4 of his Grand Slam crowns by 
beating his fellow countrymen in the final. He was 
inducted into the Intl., Tennis Hall of Fame in 1991. 

10. Khudol that was listed in the UN’s top 10 global 

initiatives to fight against COVID–19, is being 
implemented in which state? 

[A] MP           [B] UP           [C] Manipur               [D] Bihar 

 Khudol initiative has been listed one among the top 10 
global initiative for an inclusive fight against the 
prevailing COVID–19, by the United Nations Secretary–
General’s Envoy on Youth. 

 Khudol meaning Gift is a crowdfunded initiative of 
Ya_All, which is an Imphal–based NGO founded in 2017. 
The NGO was known for having created the country’s 
first transgender football team. 

 The project involves providing food and health care to 
the LGBTQI+ community, people living with HIV and 
other vulnerable people. With 100 volunteers, they have 
covered around 2,000 families and individuals now. 
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1. As per the Status Paper on Government Debt, what is 

the amount of Central Government Debt as a % of GDP, at 
2018–19 year end? 

[A] 67.1 %    [B] 57.1 % 

[C] 45.7%     [D] 35.7% 

 The Union Government publishes the annual Status 
Paper on Government Debt that provides a detailed 
account of the overall debt position of the country. 

 As per the 9th edition of the paper recently released, 
Central Government Debt stood at 45.7 % of GDP at 2018–
19 yearend. It is a marginal decline against the previous 
year debt of 45.8 %. 94.1 % of total Central Government 
debt was domestic debt and Sovereign external debt 
was 2.7 % of GDP at the yearend. 

2. What is the theme of ‘World Metrology Day’ 2020?  

[A] Precision in Measurement 

[B] Measurements for global trade  

[C] Accuracy Matters 

[D] Measurement for Science 

 The World Metrology Day is observed every year on May 
20 to commemorate anniversary of the signing of the 
Metre Convention in 1875. The treaty provides the basis 
for a coherent measurement system worldwide that 
underpins scientific discovery & innovation, industrial 
manufacturing and international trade, as well as the 
improvement of the quality of life and the protection of 
the global environment. The 2020 theme is 
“Measurements for global trade”. 

3. Who has been appointed as the World Bank’s Practice 

Manager for Climate Change and Disaster Risk 
Management for South Asia? 

[A] Abhijeet Banerjee  [B] Abhas Jha  

[C] Amartya Sen   [D] Urjit Patel 

 

 Veteran Indian economist Abhas Jha has been 
appointed by the World Bank as its Practice Manager 
for Climate Change and Disaster Risk Management for 
South Asia. The appointment has been made at a crucial 
time when the Amphan cyclone has hit West Bengal, 
Orissa in India and Bangladesh. 

 Abhas Jha will lead and encourage the Disaster Risk 
Management and Climate Change team of the South 
Asia region. The team will deliver recovery solutions to 
the affected countries. 

4. Where is the Head office of the Indian Dispute 

Resolution Centre that was recently in news, located? 

[A] Mumbai    [B] Chennai 

[C] New Delhi    [D] Ahmedabad 

 Former Supreme Court Judge and the International 
Judge at Singapore International Commercial Court 
Justice AK Sikri has recently e–inaugurated the Indian 
Dispute Resolution Centre (IDRC). 

 IDRC provides a paperless dispute resolution 
environment through certain software portals. Its 
arbitration panel has former judges of the Supreme 
Court, High Courts, district courts and senior advocates, 
former bureaucrats, chartered accountants among 
others. The IDRCs are located at strategically 
commercial places in the country and its head office is 
in New Delhi. 

5. Which Indian state is set to form a Migration 

commission, to identify the skills of returning migrant 
workers and provide employment? 

[A] Rajasthan    [B] Uttar Pradesh  

[C] West Bengal    [D] Bihar 

 The state government of Uttar Pradesh has announced 
that it will form a Migration commission to identify the 
skills of returning migrant workers and provide 
employment to them. 

 The government has also planned to provide insurance 
and a job security scheme to the returning workers. 
During the announcement, 23 lakh workers and 
migrants have returned to the state. The proposed 
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Migration commission will map details of migrants, 
their skills and will provide training, employment and 
credit facilities. 

6. What is the theme of the International Day to End 

Obstetric Fistula 2020? 

[A] End gender inequality! End health inequities! End 

Fistula now!  

[B] Save women from Obstetric Fistula 

[C] Medical check–up amidst pandemic 

[D] Health care amidst pandemic 

 The United Nations observes the International Day to 
End Obstetric Fistula on May 23, since 2013. The day is 
observed to raise awareness of the issue and mobilize  
support from across the world. 

 Obstetric fistula is one of the most serious injuries that 
can occur during childbirth. This condition makes the 
affected women easily prone to infections or other 
health conditions. The women also face social stigma in 
the society. The theme of this year is ‘End gender 
inequality! End health inequities! End Fistula now!’ 

7. Which state government has tied up with the Indian 

Postal Department for logistics and doorstep delivery of 
Litchi and Mango fruits? 

[A] Madhya Pradesh   [B] Bihar  

[C] Himachal Pradesh   [D] Uttar Pradesh 

 The Horticulture Department of Bihar has partnered 
with the Postal Department of the Indian Government 
for online booking and delivery at doorstep facility 
The ”Shahi Lichi” of Muzaffarpur, Bihar and “Zardalu 
Mango” of Bhagalpur, Bihar are famous in the country 
for their unique fragrance and taste. 

 As the cultivators find it difficult to transport the fruits 
to the markets for sale, this online booking has been 
launched. People can place order on the website of the 
state’s horticulture department. 

8. ‘Flying Bullets’ that was seen in news recently, is 

associated with which armed force of India? 

[A] Indian Army               [B] Indian Navy 

[C] Indian Air Force            [D] Indian Coast Guard 

 The Indian Air Force is set to operationalize its squadron 
called the Number–18 – ‘Flying Bullets’ with a fleet of the 
LCA (Light Combat Aircraft) Tejas. 

 Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal R K S Bhadauria 
will launch the squadron at the Sulur base near 
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu. This is the 2nd Indian Air Force 
squadron to operate with the modern lite fighter 
aircraft Tejas, which is a fourth generation supersonic 
aircraft developed by the Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. 

9. When is ‘Africa Day’ celebrated across the world, 

every year? 

[A] May 23    [B] May 25  

[C] May 27    [D] May 29 

 Africa Day is celebrated to commemorate the birth 
anniversary of the Organisation of African Unity, which 
was established 57 years ago, on May 25th, 1963 and its 
successor organization is the African Union, which was 
established in 2002. 

 The day highlights and celebrates the vitality and 
diversity of Africa and to promote African unity. Due to 
the COVID–19 pandemic, the day is celebrated virtually. 
As of now, Africa has 1.5% of the reported cases of COVID 
–19 in the world and less than 0.1% of the world’s deaths. 

10. Which day is celebrated on May 25 every year, that 

is associated with an endocrine disorder? 

[A] World Diabetes Day     [B] World Thyroid Day  

[C] World Osteoporosis Day   [D] Addison’s disease Day 

 Every year, May 25 has been observed as the World 
Thyroid Day since 2008, across the world. The European 
Thyroid Association and American Thyroid Association 
established World Thyroid Day to promote public 
awareness of thyroid disease. Thyroid is the most 
common endocrine disorder. Jal Shakti Ministry has 
said that water plays a crucial role in treating the 
symptoms of thyroid and helping in weight loss.
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1. Where is the Headquarters of World Steel Association 

located? 

[A] Italy     [B] Spain 

[C] Belgium     [D] Switzerland 

 The World Steel Association located also called as 
worldsteel, is a global trade body for iron and steel 
industry. It is headquartered at Brussels, Belgium. As 
per the recent report of the association, the crude steel 
output of India declined over 65 percent to 3.13 million 
tonnes (MT) during April. 

 During the same month in 2019, the production was 9.02 
MT of crude steel. The lockdown has affected the 
demand and supply of steel in India. As per the report, 
Global steel output has also declined 13 per cent. 

2. Which Indian Army officer is selected for the 

prestigious United Nations Military Gender Advocate of 
the Year Award (2019)? 

[A] Major Suman Gawani       [B] Major Anoop Mishra 

[C] Major Abhinandan                 [D] Major M M Naravane 

 An Indian Army officer, Major Suman Gawani, has been 
selected for the prestigious United Nations Military 
Gender Advocate of the Year Award (2019). This is the 
first time in history that an Indian is awarded the 
mentioned award that was created in 2016. 

 The officer has served with the United Nations Mission 
in South Sudan (UNMISS). She has been selected for her 
outstanding contribution towards peacekeeping efforts 
in the UNMISS. Indian major will receive the award 
during an online ceremony, along with Brazilian Naval 
Officer Commander Carla Monteiro de Castro Araujo. 

3. Which major multi Industry Company announced that 

it would acquire spices major Sunrise foods? 

[A] ITC    [B] Hindustan Unilever 

[C] Dabur   [D] Marico 

 Leading Indian multi industry company ITC has 
recently entered into an agreement to acquire a 100% 

stake in the spices manufacturing company Sunrise 
Foods. The deal size is estimated to be about Rs. 2000 Cr. 

 Kolkata based Sunrise Foods made a turnover of around 
Rs. 600 crore last year and it has an extensive market 
presence across east India. 

4. Which Indian technology company announced a 

strategic partnership with Avaloq, to provide wealth 
management services? 

[A] Wipro    [B] Infosys  

[C] HCL     [D] Tech Mahindra 

 Indian Technology major Infosys announced a strategic 
partnership with Switzerland –based software 
company Avaloq, to provide wealth management 
services through digital platforms. Avaloq is a wealth 
management software and digital technology provider.  

 As per the agreement, Infosys will be a strategic 
implementation partner for Avaloq’s wealth 
management suite of solutions. This partnership will 
focus on providing industry based wealth management 
solutions to their clients. 

5. AR500C, that was seen in news recently, is the first 

unmanned helicopter drone of which country? 

[A] North Korea   [B] United States 

[C] China    [D] Israel 

 The first unmanned helicopter drone of China, named 
AR500C was seen in news as the helicopter made its first 
successful flight recently. It has been designed to fly in 
plateau areas and capable of firing and conducting 
investigation from a high altitude. 

 The unmanned helicopter is expected to be deployed 
along the country’s borders with India, to safe–guard 
the southwestern borders in Tibet. 

6. What is Malathion Technical that was seen in news 

recently? 

[A] Insecticide    [B] Anti–malarial Drug 

[C] Non–Alcohol based sanitiser [D] Anti–TB Drug 
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 HIL (India), a Public Sector Undertaking under Ministry 
of Chemicals & Fertilizers is to fast track the production 
& supply of pesticides for farming community. HIL has 
signed an agreement with Ministry of Agriculture and 
Famers Welfare for the supply of Malathion Technical to 
Rajasthan and Gujarat for Locust Control Programme. 

 It is an insecticide used in agriculture and public health 
pest control programs. HIL had manufactured and 
supplied nearly 67 MT of Malathion Technical till last 
week. 

7. Chamba tunnel, which was seen in news recently, 

was inaugurated in which state / UT? 

[A] Uttarakhand   [B] Jammu & Kashmir 

[C] Arunachal Pradesh  [D] Sikkim 

 Union Minister for Road Transport & Highways Nitin 
Gadkari recently inaugurated the Chamba Tunnel in 
Uttarakhand through video conference. The tunnel will 
be operationalised this October. The tunnel has been 
constructed by the Border Roads Organisation (BRO) 
under Chardham Pariyojana scheme of Uttarakhand. 

 It is a 12,000 crore project, to facilitate connectivity to 
Gangotri, Kedarnath, Yamunotri and Badrinath. The 
440 m long tunnel has been created under Chamba town 
on Rishikesh–Dharasu road. 

8. CSIR–IIIM (Indian Institute of Integrative Medicine) 

partnered with which company to develop a new RT –
LAMP based COVID–19 diagnostic kit? 

[A] Tata Group   [B] Reliance Industries  

[C] TVS Motors   [D] Larsen & Toubro 

 CSIR–IIIM (Indian Institute of Integrative Medicine), 
Jammu a premier institute under the Council of 
Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR) has partnered 
with Reliance Industries Limited (RIL), to develop a new 
RT–LAMP based COVID–19 diagnostic kit. 

 The RT–LAMP (Reverse Transcriptase–Loop Mediated 
Isothermal Amplification) kit is a nucleic acid based test 
conducted from nasal / throat swab sample from 
patients. It is a rapid, affordable and accurate test. The 

components are easily available and can be completely 
manufactured in India. 

9. Which Indian state is set to declare ‘Lac farming’ as 

an agricultural activity? 

[A] Bihar    [B] West Bengal 

[C] Chhattisgarh    [D] Odisha 

 The Chief Minister of Chhattisgarh recently approved 
the proposal of the state forest department to declare 
‘Lac farming’ as an agricultural activity. It is to be 
approved in the cabinet soon. Lac is the sticky secretion 
of several species of lac insects. 

 Chhattisgarh is one of the leading producers of lac in the 
country. This step will increase the productivity and 
credit availability of farmers cultivating lac. 

10. Which Indian–American has won the ‘Inventor of 

the Year award’ from the New York Intellectual 
Property Law Association? 

[A] Shiva Ayyadurai  [B] Rajiv Joshi  

[C] Thomas Zacharia  [D] Madhu Sudan 

 Indian American Scientist Rajiv Joshi has been awarded 
the prestigious Inventor of the Year award by the New 
York Intellectual Property Law Association. He is an 
alumnus of IIT Mumbai. 

 As per the Press Trust of India, he has more than 250 
patented inventions in the US and is currently working 
at IBM Thomson Watson Research Center in New York. 
He has been selected for the award for his contribution 
in electronic industry and improving artificial 
intelligence capabilities. 
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